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NOTICE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION N 8900.560 

National Policy 
Effective Date: 
9/5/20 

 Cancellation Date: 
9/5/21 

SUBJ: Clarification of Time-in-Service Intervals for OpSpec/MSpec D101, Additional 
Maintenance Requirements—Aircraft Engine, Propeller, and Propeller Control 
(Governor) 

1. Purpose of This Notice. This notice clarifies documentation requirements in the 
“Time-in-Service Interval” blocks in Table 1, Aircraft Engine, Propeller, and Propeller Control 
(Governor), of operations specification (OpSpec)/management specification (MSpec) D101. 
OpSpec/MSpec D101 is applicable for certificate holders/program managers who maintain their 
aircraft under Title 14 of the Code of Federal Regulations (14 CFR) part 135, § 135.411(a)(1) or 
part 91 subpart K (part 91K), § 91.1109. 

2. Audience. The primary audience for this notice is Flight Standards Safety Assurance offices’ 
Principal Maintenance Inspectors (PMI) and Principal Avionics Inspectors (PAI) assigned to 
certificate holders/program managers who maintain their aircraft under § 135.411(a)(1) or 
§ 91.1109. The secondary audience includes the Safety Standards offices. 

3. Where You Can Find This Notice. You can find this notice on the MyFAA employee 
website at https://employees.faa.gov/tools_resources/orders_notices. Inspectors can access this 
notice through the Flight Standards Information Management System (FSIMS) at 
https://fsims.avs.faa.gov. Operators can find this notice on the Federal Aviation Administration’s 
(FAA) website at https://fsims.faa.gov. This notice is available to the public at 
https://www.faa.gov/regulations_policies/orders_notices. 

4. Explanation of Changes. The Aircraft Maintenance Division has added a note to the 
OpSpec/MSpec D101 paragraph in FAA Order 8900.1, Volume 3, Chapter 18, Section 6, Parts D 
and E Maintenance Operations Specifications/Management Specifications/Letters of 
Authorization, that states, “If the manufacturer recommends or the extension approved by the 
FAA states a calendar-time and/or cycles/hours interval, all must be listed in the table.” The 
Aircraft Maintenance Division has also added guidance on what should be annotated in 
OpSpec/MSpec D101 and action taken if the manufacturer does not provide for a time between 
overhauls (TBO) time limit but rather defined as On-Condition (OC). The Aircraft Maintenance 
Division has also received a legal interpretation from the FAA’s Office of the Chief Counsel 
(AGC) on what is considered a “current” maintenance/inspection program and what is required 
per § 135.421(b) regarding maintenance instructions. These clarifications address the questions 
and comments the Aircraft Maintenance Division has received from the field regarding 
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documentation requirements for the “Time-in-Service Interval” blocks in Table 1 of 
OpSpec/MSpec D101. 

5. Background. OpSpec/MSpec D101, Table 1 requires certificate holders/program managers 
to record the maintenance document used and the “Time-in-Service Interval” from that 
maintenance document or FAA-approved extension interval. There was no clear guidance on 
what needed to be in the “Time-in-Service Interval” block. Through two legal interpretations and 
other detailed research, we are providing the following guidance for what needs to be included in 
this block. 

Note: See Appendices A and B for the FAA’s legal interpretations concerning the 
term “current” with regards to a maintenance/inspection program and 
requirements of § 135.421(b). 

a. In 14 CFR part 1, § 1.1, maintenance is defined to include “overhaul.” The 
“Time-in-Service Interval” is the manufacturer’s recommended TBO or the FAA-approved 
extension to the manufacturer’s recommended TBO. 

(1) In accordance with § 135.421 and the associated FAA legal interpretations, all 
certificate holders that maintain their aircraft under § 135.411(a)(1) must follow the 
manufacturer’s recommended TBO as of the date the owner/certificate holder selects and adopts 
the manufacturer’s recommended maintenance program or program approved by the 
Administrator. If the certificate holder selects and adopts the manufacturer’s recommended 
maintenance program “as revised,” then they would be required to revise their TBOs as the 
manufacturer revises the TBOs. 

(2) For both § 135.411(a)(1) certificate holders and § 91.1109 program managers, 
OpSpec/MSpec D101 must include TBO requirements per § 91.1015(a)(5) and 14 CFR part 119, 
§ 119.49. If the manufacturer states an hour requirement and a calendar requirement, both must 
be listed in OpSpec/MSpec D101. 

b. If a certificate holder/program manager wants to extend its TBO based on operating 
environment, trend analysis, etc., it must submit data to the FAA. Based on that data, the FAA 
could extend its TBO and revise the TBO intervals in the OpSpec/MSpec. As authorized by 
§ 91.1017(a)(1) or § 119.51(a)(1) and (b), the FAA may amend any OpSpec/MSpec if it 
determines that safety in air commerce and the public interest requires the amendment, which 
could include the TBO limits in OpSpec/MSpec D101. 

c. There are various methods and techniques that certificate holders/program managers may 
use to meet the requirements imposed by regulations. These requirements are typically 
established through the recommendations of the manufacturer. As such, the manufacturer is 
required to do one of the following: 
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• Establish an airworthiness limitation (AL) or other mandatory replacement interval
for the engine, propeller, or governor typically referred to as a hard-time (HT);

• Define an “overhaul” time for the engine, propeller, or governor; or
• Provide technical data to support the continued serviceability of the product, typically

referred to as OC requirements.

d. When the manufacturer establishes OC requirement(s), the certificate holder/program
manager would maintain the engine, propeller, or governor under that criteria. The criteria 
established by the manufacturer may be presented by depicting conformity and verifying current 
compliance with various Service Bulletins (SB), part numbers, inspection programs, or other 
means. The certificate holder/program manager would need to define the OC requirement(s) they 
are following and show the FAA how they manage the SB, part number, inspection program, or 
other means of compliance verification to ensure they maintain the engine, propeller, or governor 
under the requirements recommended by that manufacturer. The principal inspector (PI) must 
validate the OC requirements the certificate holder/program manager is utilizing before 
authorizing OpSpec/MSpec D101. 

e. Based on the legal interpretations and other research, the FAA’s Aircraft Maintenance
Division has determined there may be a systemic issue with the documentation in 
OpSpec/MSpec D101, Table 1. The intent of this notice is to ensure certificate holders/program 
managers are following the manufacturer’s correct recommendations. 

6. Action. This notice requires mandatory action by the PMI or PAI assigned to certificate 
holders/program managers that maintain aircraft under § 135.411(a)(1) or § 91.1109. The PMI or 
PAI should provide this notice to these certificate holders/program managers. The PMI or PAI 
must coordinate with these certificate holders/program managers and complete the following 
actions.

a. Review Documents. Within 90 calendar-days of the effective date of this notice:

(1) Review the revised Order 8900.1, Volume 3, Chapter 18, Section 6 for clarification 
on what must be recorded in the OpSpec/MSpec D101, Table 1, “Time-in-Service Interval” 
block, and review the two legal interpretations included in this notice. 

(2) Using the revised guidance and legal interpretations, review the authorized
OpSpec/MSpec D101, Table 1 maintenance documents. 

(3) Verify that the “Time-in-Service Interval” blocks accurately reflect the correct
calendar-time and/or cycles/hours/OC, as recommended by the manufacturers or extension 
approved by the FAA (e.g., “1500 hours and/or 12 years, whichever occurs first,” “2000 hours or 
72 months,” or “1800 hours”). If the block states “On-Condition,” verify the certificate 
holder/program manager defines in its manual the OC requirements it is following and is able to 
show the FAA how it manages the SB, part number, or other means of compliance verification to 
ensure it maintains the engine, propeller, or governor under the requirements imposed by that 
manufacturer. 
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(4) If deficiencies are identified, ensure the certificate holder/program manager initiates a 
corrective action plan within 180 calendar-days of the effective date of this notice. 

b. Reporting Systems.

(1) Use Program Tracking and Reporting Subsystem (PTRS) for Part 91K.

(a) Use activity code 3314 or 5314 for review of a current MSpec D101.

(b) If a revision to MSpec D101 is required based on review, use activity code 3317
or 5317 instead of 3314 or 5314. Whether a revision is needed or not, enter “N8900.560” without 
quotes in the “National Use” field. 

(c) If MSpec D101 needs to be amended, follow the amendment procedures in
§ 91.1017.

Note: These steps will need to be repeated for each part 91K program manager 
the PMI or PAI is assigned that maintains their aircraft under § 91.1109. 

(2) Use the Safety Assurance System (SAS) for Part 135. Follow the steps below.

(a) PMIs, PAIs, or assigned aviation safety inspectors (ASI) will document
completion of the actions required by subparagraph 6a using a National/Divisional Custom Data 
Collection Tool (C DCT) titled “OpSpec D101 Time-in-Service Intervals Verification.” 

(b) If deficiencies were noted in the C DCT, the PMI or PAI must use the Action
Item Tracking Tool (AITT) to track actions required by subparagraph 6a(4). OpSpec D101 may 
need to be amended. 

(c) If OpSpec D101 needs to be amended, follow the amendment procedures in
§ 119.51.

(d) C DCT. The PMI or PAI will load the applicable National/Divisional C DCT
template using the following steps: 

1. From the Comprehensive Assessment Plan (CAP), select the “Add
Assessment” button. 

2. Select “CH/A” from the dropdown menu.

3. Under “Specialty,” ensure “Airworthiness” is selected from the dropdown
menu. 

4. Select the “Custom DCT” radio button.

5. In the text box, enter any text (it will autopopulate with the template title in
subsequent steps). This will then activate the “Add” button. 

6. Select “Add.”
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7. Enter “N8900.560” without quotes in the “Local/Divisional/National” field. 

8. Select the checkbox for “LRN Locked?” 

9. For “Requires Own Assessment?” select “Yes” from the dropdown menu. 

10. Select the “Performance” radio button next to “Question Type.” 

11. Ensure the “AW” radio button next to “Specialty” is selected. 

12. Select the “Yes” radio button from the “Apply from Templates” menu and 
select “National/Divisional” from the dropdown menu. 

13. Select “OpSpec D101 Time-in-Service Intervals Verification” from the 
“Select Template” dropdown menu. 

14. Select “Search.” 

15. When the question populates, click on the “Add” button. 

16. Scroll up to the “Custom DCT Context” panel and verify that the “Custom 
DCT Name” field has autopopulated with the template title and replaced the text entered 
previously in step 5. 

17. Scroll back down and select “OK.” The “Assessment Details” window will 
appear. 

18. Select an “Assessment Due Date” from the dropdown menu. 

19. Enter “PI Common Instructions” if desired. 

20. Under the “DCT Assignment” section: 

a. Select the “Recommended/Assigned To” inspector from the dropdown 
menu. 

b. Select a “Complete Data Collection By” date from the calendar menu. 

c. Enter “Instructions” in the text field (specific to this particular DCT). 

d. “Location” may be left blank. 

e. “M/M/S” may be left blank. 

f. If desired, documents such as this notice may be appended using the 
“Attach Document” button. 

g. When the information has been populated for the C DCT, select “Save.” 
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21. Verify that the C DCT appears in the CAP.

22. Select “Submit Plan.”

Note: These steps will need to be repeated for each certificate holder the PMI or 
PAI is assigned that maintains their aircraft under § 135.411(a)(1). 

7. Disposition. We will incorporate the information in this notice into Order 8900.1 before this
notice expires. Direct questions and comments concerning the information in this notice to the
Aircraft Maintenance Division at 202-267-1675.

Robert C. Carty 
Deputy Executive Director, Flight Standards Service



9/5/20  N 8900.560 
  Appendix A 

A-1 

Appendix A. Memorandum Regarding Legal Interpretation of 14 CFR Part 91, 
§ 91.409(f)(3) 
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Appendix B. Memoranda Regarding Legal Interpretation of 14 CFR Part 135, 
§ 135.421(b) 

Flight Standards Request for Legal Interpretation 
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AGC-200 Response to Flight Standards Request for Legal Interpretation of § 135.421(b) 
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