
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION 

SUBJ: NORTH AMERICAN ROUTE (NAR) SYSTEM 

1. PURPOSE. Th i s  o rder  descr ibes  t h e  Nor th  American Route (NAR) System, s e t s  
p o l i c y  f o r  making changes t o  t h e  system and e s t a b l i s h e s  c o o r d i n a t i o n  and 
process ing procedures f o r  e f f e c t i n g  t h e  changes. 

2. DISTRIBUTION. Th is  o rder  i s  d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  se lec ted  Washington, Regional, 
Mike Monroney Ae ronau t i ca l  Center, and FAA Technica l  Center o f f i c e s  and a l l  a i r  
t r a f f i c  f i e l d  o f f i c e s .  

3. CANCELLATION DATE. This  o rder  cance ls  Order 7430.2, sub jec t :  Nor th  
American Route (NAR) System, dated J u l y  15, 1975. 

4. EFFECTIVE DATE. This  o rder  i s  e f f e c t i v e  September 15, 1984. 

5. BACKGROUND. 

a. To accommodate t h e  heavy movement o f  Nor th  A t l a n t i c  a c t i v i t y  between 
Nor th  America and Europe d u r i n g  peak t r a f f i c  per iods ,  a  system o f  oceanic t r a c k s  
t h a t  t r ave rsed  t h e  No r th  A t l a n t i c  was designed by oceanic cen te rs  and a re  known 
as the  Organized Track System (oTS). These t r a c k s  a re  determined t w i c e  d a i l y  
and t ake  t h e  b e s t  advantage o f  t he  winds a l o f t .  The t r a c k s  a re  then  i ssued  i n  
an Oceanic Track Message and s p e c i f y  an eastbouhd o r  westbound con f i gu ra t i on .  

b .  As a  fo l low-up t o  t he  OTS a  s p e c i a l i z e d  r o u t i n g  system was j o i n t l y  
developed by  t he  Canadian M i n i s t r y  o f  Transport  and t h e  Un i ted  States Federa l  
A v i a t i o n  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  t o  accommodate t h i s  same t r a f f i c  w h i l e  opera t ing  i n  t h e  
domestic a i rspace.  Th is  system was i n i t i a t e d  on November 8, 1973, and 
designated as t he  Nor th  American Route (NAR). The system i s  c u r r e n t l y  pub l i shed  
i n  FAA's I n t e r n a t i o n a l  F l i g h t  I n f o r m a t i o n  Manual ( IFIM) and Canada's GPH-205 
IFR Supplement. 

c. The NAR System has achieved t he  f o l l o w i n g  o b j e c t i v e s :  

(1) Organized t h e  f l u c t u a t i n g  and r e v e r s i n g  t r a f f i c  f lows i n  t he  most 
e f f i c i e n t  p o s s i b l e  manner, c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  the  needs o f  t he  a i r c r a f t  opera to rs  
and t he  a i r  t r a f f i c  se rv ices .  

(2 )  Expedi ted f l i g h t  p lanning.  

( 3 )  Reduced t he  complex i ty  o f  r o u t e  c learances and thereby  minimized 
t he  con fus ion  and e r r o r  p o t e n t i a l  i n h e r e n t  i n  t h e i r  l eng thy  t ransmiss ion  and 
readback. 
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(4)  Minimized t h e  t ime  s p e n t  by p i l o t s  and c o n t r o l l e r s  i n  t h e  r o u t e  
c l e a r a n c e  d e l i v e r y  f u n c t i o n .  

6. THE NAR SYSTEM. 

a .  The NAR System is f o r  t h e  u s e  o f  any t r a f f i c  e n t e r i n g / e x i t i n g  t h e  OTS. 

S p e c i f i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  t h o s e  NAR r o u t e s  t o  be  
a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  t h e  OTS and t h e  e f f e c t i v e  t ime  p e r i o d  f o r  t h e i r  use  a r e  
i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  t h e  d a i l y  o c e a n i c  t r a c k  messages. A i r c r a f t  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  
t h i s  QTS N A R  sys tem have a v a i l a b l e  a p p r o p r i a t e  documentat ion d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  
North American Routes  and t h e  r o u t e / t r a c k  in fo rmat ion  c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h e  c u r r e n t  
o c e a n i c  t r a c k  message. 

b. I n d i v i d u a l  o p e r a t o r s  may r e q u e s t  o t h e r  r o u t e s  n o t  s p e c i f i e d  i n  t h e  NAR 
sys tem.  These r e q u e s t s  a r e  approved on an ad hoc t r a f f i c  p e r m i t t i n g  b a s i s .  

c .  Westbound r o u t e s  beg in  a t  t h o s e  North American c o a s t a l  f i x e s  s e r v i n g  t h e  
OTS, t r a v e l  a long  common r o u t e  p o r t i o n s  t o  a  number o f  s e l e c t e d  In land  Navi- 
g a t i o n  F a c i l i t i e s  and t h e n  fan  o u t  a long  non-common r o u t e  p o r t i o n s  t o  s e l e c t e d  
North American t e r m i n a l s .  These s e l e c t e d  t e r m i n a l s  a r e  l i s t e d  i n  t h e  d e s c r i p -  
t i o n  of t h e  NAR sys tem i n  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  FAA/Canadian p u b l i c a t i o n s .  

d .  Westbound a i r c r a f t  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  OTS and d e s t i n e d  f o r  one o f  
t h e s e  a i r p o r t s  l e a v e  t h e  North A t l a n t i c  a t  one o f  t h e  c o a s t a l  f i x e s  and use  t h e  
a p p r o p r i a t e  N A R  r o u t e  t o  d e s t i n a t i o n  a s  s p e c i f i e d  i n  t h e  c u r r e n t  o c e a n i c  t r a c k  
message. 

e .  Westbound a i r c r a f t  proceeding t o  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  s e l e c t e d  a i r p o r t s  p l a n  
t h e i r  f l i g h t  from t h e  c o a s t a l  f i x  v i a  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  NAR t o  t h e  I n l a n d  
Navigat ion F a c i l i t y  and t h e n c e  v i a  a  d e t a i l e d  r o u t e  d e f i n e d  i n  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n a l  
manner t o  d e s t i n a t i o n .  

f .  Eastbound a i r c r a f t  e n t e r i n g  t h e  OTS p lan  t h e i r  f l i g h t s  v i a  t h e  
a p p r o p r i a t e  NAR s p e c i f i e d  i n  t h e  c u r r e n t  t r a c k  message when d e p a r t i n g  from a  
s e l e c t e d  t e r m i n a l  f o r  which a  non-common p o r t i o n  is l i s t e d .  

g.  A i r c r a f t  d e p a r t i n g  from a i r p o r t s  l o c a t e d  t o  t h e  e a s t  and n o r t h e a s t  o f  
most of  t h e , I n l a n d  Navigat ion F a c i l i t i e s  s e r v i n g  t h e  NAR sys tem a r e  unable  t o  be 
accommodated i n  t h e  sys tem.  These d e p a r t u r e s  proceeding t o  t h e  North A t l a n t i c  
c o a s t a l  f i x e s  f i l e  a  d e t a i l e d  r o u t e  t o  t h e  d e s i r e d  c o a s t a l  f i x .  

h .  A i r c r a f t  d e p a r t i n g  from t e r m i n a l s  o t h e r  t h a n  t h o s e  mentioned i n  
pa ragraphs  6 f  and 69  f l i g h t  p l a n  v i a  an  a p p r o p r i a t e  d e t a i l e d  domest ic  r o u t i n g  t o  
t h e  a p p l i c a b l e  In land  Navigat ion F a c i l i t y  and t h e n c e  v i a  t h e  s p e c i f i e d  NAR t o  
t h e  c o a s t a l  f i x .  
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i. F l i g h t s  may j o i n  the  NAR system on ly  a t  t he  In land  Navigat ion F a c i l i t i e s  
o r  coas ta l  f i x e s  se rv ing  the  system. A l l  o ther  a i r c r a f t  w i l l  be c leared v i a  a  
f u l l y  d e t a i l e d  rou te .  

FLIGHT DATA PROCESSING. 

a. The NAR system i s  compatible w i t h  NAS En Route Stage llA1l f l i g h t  da ta  
processing. The NAR rou tes  can be adapted as coded rou tes  or  i n  s tereo f l i g h t  
p lan  format. 

b e  NAR rou tes  are adapted i n  c e r t a i n  ARTCC computers as e i t h e r  coded rou tes  
o r  s tereo routes.  Local  f a c i l i t y  d i r e c t i v e s  spec i fy  t he  appropr iate i n p u t  
formats and procedures f o r  those ARTCC1s using s te reo routes.  For f l i g h t  plan- 
n ing  purposes, t he  user f i l e s  a  NAR as a  rou te  element regardless of  a  f a c i l i -  
t i e s  adapt a t  ion .  

8. CHANGES TO THE NAR SYSTEM. 

a. Care fu l  p lann ing  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  the cont inued success o f  the NAR 
program. To r e t a i n  the  advantages o f  us ing "coded routes," i n fo rma t ion  must be 
i d e n t i c a l  i n  t he  Canadian and U.S. pub l i ca t i on .  U n i - l a t e r a l  a c t i o n  by e i t h e r  
country  would abrogate the program. 

b. The Federal  Av ia t i on  Admin is t ra t ion  publ ishes the NAR system i n  the  IFIM 
and the Nat iona l  F l i g h t  Data Digest  (NFDD) . The IFIM i s  publ ished on a  
th ree  month cyc le.  The Canadian p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  the  NAR system i s  i n  GPH-205 
which i s  publ ished on a  56 day cyc le .  The e f f e c t i v e  dates o f  Canadian p u b l i -  
c a t i o n  are geared t o  be e f f e c t i v e  on a  cha r t i ng  date. 

c. To avoid cockp i t  confusion, p u b l i c a t i o n  of changes t o  the  system should 
be made on a th ree  month cyc le  co inc ident  w i t h  the  e f f e c t i v e  dates o f  the  IFIM. 
Where an i n t e r i m  change i s  necessary for whatever the reason, i t  s h a l l  be 
publ ished as an I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Not ice t o  Airmen, which w i l l  remain i n  e f f e c t  
u n t i l  the next e d i t i o n  o f  IFIM. The i n t e r i m  change w i l l  be r e f l e c t e d  as a  
permanent rou te  i n  bo th  FAA and Canadian pub l ica t ions .  

9. COORDINATION REQUIREMENTS. 

a. General - It i s  essen t i a l  t h a t  proposed NAR's o r  changes be coordinated 
w i t h  users, f a c i l i t i e s ,  regions and Canada w e l l  i n  advance o f  p u b l i c a t i o n  dates. 

b. User Coordinat ion - Users should normal ly be furn ished 60 days f o r  
review and comment. This i s  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  the normal processing/publ icat ion 
l ead  time. Coord ina t ion  should be through: 

(I) Designated user representa t ive .  
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( 2 )  Des igna ted  organization/asssciat ion r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  when u s e r s  a r e  
members o f  organizat ions/associat ions.  

For N A R ' s  o r  NAR Segments - 
(1) Within one a i r  r o u t e  t r a f f i c  c o n t r o l  c e n t e r ' s  (ARTCC) a r e a ,  t h e  

ARTCC s h a l l :  

( a )  Coord ina te  wi th  a f f e c t e d  t e r m i n a l s .  

( b )  Coord ina te  wi th  users. 

( c )  Forward t h e  completed d a t a  t o  AAT-300 th rough  Regional  Air 
T r a f f i c  D i v i s i o n  ( ATD) f o r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o o r d i n a t i o n  and p r o c e s s i n g .  

( 2 )  A f f e c t i n g  more t h a n  one A R T C C ' s  a r e a  b u t  t o t a l l y  w i t h i n  one r e g i o n :  

( a )  The o r i g i n a t i n g  ARTCC s h a l l  c o o r d i n a t e  wi th  a f f e c t e d  A R T C C ' s  
and t e r m i n a l s  and forward completed d a t a  t o  t h e  r e g i o n a l  ATD. 

( b )  The r e g i o n a l  ATD s h a l l  r e s o l v e  any d i f f e r e n c e s  between 
f a c i l i t i e s  and c o o r d i n a t e  wi th  t h e  u s e r s  a t  t h e  r e g i o n a l  l e v e l .  

( c )  The r e g i o n a l  ATD s h a l l  forward completed d a t a  t o  AAT-300 f o r  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o o r d i n a t i o n  and p r o c e s s i n g .  

( 3 )  A f f e c t i n g  more than  one reg ion :  

( a )  The o r i g i n a t i n g  ARTCC s h a l l  c o o r d i n a t e  wi th  a f f e c t e d  A R T C C ' s  
and t e r m i n a l s  w i t h i n  i t s  r e g i o n  and forward d a t a  t o  t h e  
r e g i o n a l  ATD. 

( b )  The r e g i o n a l  ATD s h a l l  c o o r d i n a t e  t h e  p r o p o s a l  wi th  t h e  
a f f e c t e d  r e g i o n s .  

( c )  Each r e g i o n a l  ATD s h a l l  c o o r d i n a t e  t h e  p r o p o s a l  w i t h  a f f e c t e d  
A R T C C ' s ,  t e r m i n a l s ,  and u s e r s  w i t h i n  i ts  r e g i o n  and a d v i s e  t h e  o r i g i n a t i n g  
r e g i o n  o f  t h e  r e s u l t s .  

( d )  The o r i g i n a t i n g  r e g i o n  s h a l l  forward completed d a t a  t o  AAT-300 
f o r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o o r d i n a t i o n  and p rocess ing .  

(4 )  A f f e c t i n g  Canadian C e n t r e ( s )  : 

( a )  When on ly  one Canadian c e n t r e  is a f f e c t e d ,  t h e  a d j a c e n t  ARTCC 
s h a l l  i n f o r m a l l y  c o o r d i n a t e  t h e  p roposa l  wi th  t h a t  u n i t .  Concurrence by t h a t  
c e n t e r  is n o t  t o  be  c o n s i d e r e d  Canadian government approva l .  The i n f o r m a l  
c o o r d i n a t i o n  is i n t e n d e d  t o  reduce  t h e  l e a d  t ime  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  i n t e r n a l  Canadian 
c o o r d i n a t i o n .  
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( b )  When more t h a n  one Canadian c e n t r e  is a f f e c t e d ,  a l l  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o o r d i n a t i o n  wi th  Canada w i l l  b e  handled by AAT-300. 

d .  A l l  completed d a t a  submi t t ed  t o  AAT-300 s h a l l  i n d i c a t e  t h e  c o o r d i n a t i o n  
e f f e c t e d ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  names and d a t e (  s )  o f  u s e r  o f f i c i a l (  s )  . A l l  concur rences  
and/or d i s s e n t i n g  comments s h a l l  be submi t t ed .  

Note: I f  any proposed NAR changes  i n v o l v e  rulemaking,  such a s  changes  
t o  f e d e r a l  a i r w a y s ,  jet r o u t e s ,  r e p o r t i n g  p o i n t s ,  etc., t h e  ru lemaking p roposa l  
must be  s u b m i t t e d  t o  AAT-200 a t  l e a s t  6  months p r i o r  t o  t h e  p lanned e f f e c t i v e  
d a t e .  

10.  PROCESSING AND PUBLICATION. 

a. AAT-300 s h a l l  b e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  complet ing i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o o r d i n a t i o n  
i n  t ime  t o  a s s u r e  i d e n t i c a l  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e s  i n  t h e  Canadian and United S t a t e s  
methods o f  p u b l i c a t i o n .  AAT-300 s h a l l  a l s o  a s s u r e  t h a t  t h e  r e v i s e d  in fo rmat ion  
is a v a i l a b l e  i n  t i m e  t o  pe rmi t  user/FAA d a t a  sys tems  update .  

b .  The o f f i c e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  forwarding completed d a t a  t o  AAT-300 s h a l l  
e n s u r e  t h a t  such d a t a  r e a c h e s  AAT-300 no l a t e r  t h a n  60 days  p r i o r  t o  t h e  
scheduled p u b l i c a t i q n  d a t e  o f  t h e  IFIM. 

R .  J. VAN VUREN 
A s s o c i a t e  A d m i n i s t r a t o r  f o r  A i  
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