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SUBJ:  External Requests for National Airspace System (NAS) Data 

 

 

1. Purpose of This Order.  This order explains how the Federal Aviation Administration 

(FAA) handles external requests for access to National Airspace System (NAS) data.  It also 

describes how the FAA processes these external requests for access to NAS data. 

 

2. Audience.  This order applies to all applicable offices within the FAA.  

 

3. Where Can I Find This Order?  You can find this Order on the MyFAA Employee Web 

site:  https://employees.faa.gov/tools_resources/orders_notices/. This Order is available to the 

public at http://www.faa.gov/regulations_policies/orders_notices/  

 

4. Cancellation.  This order replaces Order 1200.22D, External Requests for NAS Data, dated 

February 26, 2008. 

 

5.  Scope. 

a. This order applies to external requests for access to NAS data, which includes 

connections to the NAS infrastructure, as well as recorded NAS data. 

b. This order does not apply to: 

 

(1) Requests from Federal agencies. 

 

(2) Requests from State law enforcement agencies. 

 

(3) Requests made under the Freedom of Information Act. 

 

(4) Data provided under FAA contracts as Government Furnished Information. 

 

6. Explanation of Changes.  This order transfers management and responsibility for NAS data 

release, including the NAS Data Release Board, to the Vice President, System Operations 

Services (Air Traffic Organization (ATO)).  It also clarifies the management of the NAS Data 

Release Program and the responsibilities under this order. 
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7. Definitions.  The following definitions apply to this order. 

 

a. Delayed Data.  NAS data whose release is delayed beyond minimum system processing 

time. 

 

b. Filtered Data.  NAS data that is redacted or filtered to remove sensitive information. 

 

c. NAS Data.  Data from FAA systems used to manage or operate the NAS. 

 

8. Background and Authority.  The FAA routinely handles sensitive information.  The safety 

and security of aviation operations in the NAS could be compromised by unauthorized release of 

NAS data.  Consistent with applicable Federal laws and regulations, the FAA must release data 

only as appropriate and lawful while simultaneously safeguarding the NAS.  The FAA authority 

to release data is pursuant to title 49, United States Code (49 U.S.C.), section 106, subsections (l) 

and (m) or other appropriate authority. 

 

9. Policy. 

a. The FAA may release filtered and delayed NAS data only as approved by the 

Vice President, System Operations Services.  The Vice President, System Operations Services 

will establish the procedures for obtaining this approval, including prescribing the operation and 

responsibilities of the NAS Data Release Board.  The authority set out in this paragraph may not 

be delegated. 

b. All costs of data access and transmission are the responsibility of the data recipient.  Data 

should be accessed over approved, secure, and controlled connections (e.g., Internet Enterprise 

(IE) gateways or similar) consistent with the latest National Institute of Standards and 

Technology (NIST) standards.  All current NAS data connections releasing data to non-FAA 

entities should be transitioned as soon as possible to gateways.  Requests for direct connections 

for NAS data (outside IE gateways or similar) will not be authorized unless specifically approved 

by the Vice President, System Operations Services. FAA Form 1200-5 will be used as 

appropriate for such requests (Attachment A).   The authority set out in this paragraph may not 

be delegated. 

c.  The FAA may otherwise release NAS data as approved by the Vice President, System 

Operations Services pursuant to 49 U.S.C., section 106, subsections (l) and (m) or other 

appropriate authority.  The approval authority set out in this paragraph may not be delegated. 

10.  Responsibilities. 

 a. The FAA must release NAS data consistent with Federal laws and regulations.  Questions 

concerning applicability of laws or regulations in carrying out of this order will be referred to the 

Office of the Chief Counsel (AGC). 

b. The Vice President, System Operations Services must: 

(1) Manage the FAA national program for reviewing external requests for NAS data 

release. 
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(2) Provide executive-level oversight for the NAS Data Release Program including FAA 
policy coordination. 

(3) Establish a NAS Data Release Board with a streamlined process to coordinate advice 
from interested FAA stakeholders and function as a single point of contact for NAS data release 
policy implementation, administration, board membership, board standard operating procedures, 
and metrics. 

c. Each A TO service center must designate an FAA representative that must: 

(1) Assist requestors throughout the NAS data release process. 

d. The FAA Data Release Board must: 

(1) Establish and maintain an infonnation repository for external requests ofNAS data 
and associated documentation as directed by the Vice President, System Operations Services. 

(2) Function as a single point of contact for NAS data release policy implementation, 
administration. metrics, and processing as directed by the Vice President, System Operations 
Services. 

11. Distribution. This order is distributed to all FAA lines of business executive offices; within 
the ATO to group level in Technical Operations, En Route and Oceanic, Terminal, 
Mission Support, and System Operations Services (including headquarters, service centers, and 
field uffices, as applicable); to the office ofthc Deputy Assistant Administrator for Infonnation 
Services and the Office of the Chief Counsel; and to division level in the FAA Academy and the 
FAA Logistics Center at the Mike Monroney Aeronautical Center. 

Acting Administrator 
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Appendix A.  FAA Form 1200-5, NAS Data Release Request 
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