URDER DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

SUBJ: UHF GUARD CHANNEL, TRANSMITTING 243.0 MHZ ™ -

FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION
GREAT TAKES REGION

GL 6610.1

1.

2.

PURPOSE, This Order establishes a MAINTENANCE limitation to the radia~
tion of UHF 243.0 MHz RF energy from air/ground antennas.

DISTRIBUTION. This Crder is distributed to section level and sbove in
the Airway Facilities and Alr Traffic Divisions, all Airway Facilities
FPield Offices, and all Air Traffic Field Facllities.

CANCELIATION. This Order cancels Order CE SM 6500.11 dated 29 May 6k,

BACKGRCOUND. It has become evident that spurious test and non-emergency
use of the 243.0 MHz channel has depreciated the usefulness of this frew
guency as a guerded emergency channel, Alr Traffic Service personnel
and United States Air Force personnel are establishing procedures to re-
store the emergency function of the 243.0 MHz guard channel, To avoid
any semblance of maintenance activity contributing to the problem, Atr-
way Facilities Sector electronic technicians are requested to perform
routine and nonroutine maintenance in a manner that will not generate
243,0 MHz RF radiation from air/ground antennas,

REQUIREMENT. Alrway Facilities Sector pergonnel shall not cause spurious
or test radiation of 243,0 MHz RF signals from air/ground antennas during
routine and ncnroutine maintenance activity.

GENERAL,

a. All routine and nonroutine checks of UHF transmitters on 243.0 MHz
which require activation of the transmitter, shall be made with a
dummy load connected to the RF oubput.

b. The 243,0 MHz freguency shall not be used for routine or nomroutine
checks of antenna and transmission line systems.

c. Off-frequency test crystals, that will produce an antenna frequency
0.3 MHz above or below 243.0 MHz, shall be used as an aid to mainte-
nance of the 243.0 MHz trensmitters and antenna/transmission line
assemblies.,

COORDIMATION,., Adrway Facilities Divigion personnel are reguested to

cooperate fully with Alir Traffic persomnel and Air Traffic's procedures
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in the utilization of the 243.0 MHz guard channel. Where practicable,
the operation of 243.0 MHz transmitters should be monitored by Airway
Facilities Sector maintenance personnel during scheduled tests by Air
Traffic personnel.

8. RESPONSIBILITY. Airway Facilities Sector Managers shall augment and
revise sector maintenance procedures to insure that the requirements of
this Order are fulfilled.
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