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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION GL AT 7110.20A 

GREAT LAKES REGION 

12/4/92 


SUBJ: :j.:,AKE REPORTING SERVICE (LRS) PROCEDURES 
~ I I 

, 1. PURPbsE. ! This order modifies lake reporting service (LRS) and associated 
: sear~h ahd re~cue (SAR) notification procedures for aircraft on VFR flights 
· trav~rsihg th~ western half of Lake Erie and all of Lake Michigan. Procedures 
corit~ine~ in ~his order do not teplace or abrogate thbs~ contained in other 
direbtiv~s. 

: 2. DISTJUBUTtON. · This orde.r iS distributed to branch level and above in the 
·Air· :rraf:fic olvision and to all flight service stations in the Great Lakes.· 
. Region. 

: 3. CANC~LLATliON. This order cancel_s GL AT 7110.20, dated April 22' 19~7 •. 

; 4. ACTibN. 
. . . . . ' . 

~· M~nagi:ns of AFS$' s that pro.vide. LRS sMll asc~rtain the m1n1mum· 
altitud~Vs which aircraf.t ,must fly for complete communications coverage between 
thei~ f~Pility ~nd the point· where transf~r of c6mmunic~tion would noi~ally tie 

: accomplished along routes regula.rlY traveled by aircraft .requesting .this . 
serv~cie~ •.Coordinati6n with adjacent ~R~ facilities will be nec~ssary t6 ensure 

· they' do hot require a hlgher minimum altitude a~ the comm~nications transfer 
• po~nlt •. 

b. ~pecialists shail i~clude inf~rmati~n concerning LRS availability, and 
: encoiUrage. th.e: use of thi_s service, dUring weather briefings. for· pil.ots 
' propbsfn~ VFR fligh.t on over:.. water. routes within. ttie · establishecl LR$ areas. 

tc. 
. 

~hen a 
. 

pilot requests LRS alone, or in, c<;lnjunction with a VFR flight 
• pla~, .th~ foliowing •c~ioh is requited by tha L~S station from which the pilot 
'requ\ests: this: service. 
: . ! • • 

. .(1) (\ standard flight plan, FAA Form 7233-1, .or the Model-l Full 
Capafcityi (MlF~) flight plan mask shall be completed. Where it· is determined 
the /aitc~aft ~s already on a VFR flight plan, obtain ~he identity of the · 
AFSS/Fssl thatlhas the co~plete VFR flight plan, and complete only those parts 
n~ce~sar~ to ~rovide L~S service and. to send an LRS flight notification . 
messiage.: · They are: · · · · · . · · ·· · 

l l 
(a) Aircraft (or flight) identific~tion. 

kb) Type of aircraft. 

kc> Near-shore crossing point or last fix before crossing. 
I 

~d) Proposed altitude. 
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~f') Far-shore crossing point or first fix after crossing. 

kg> Estimated time over water. 

kh> Next landing point. 

ki) The AFSS/FSS having complete VFR flight plan information. 

~2) ~t is incumbent upon the LRS station to ensure the pilot is made 

awate of:the ~inimum flight altitude required for continuous communication 


; I . 

alo~g th~ proposed route, and weathe: permitting, recommend the lake crossin@ 
be accomplished at or above that alt~tude.

' . ) 

t3) ~urnish the pilot a communications schedule for use while crossing 

the' lake! and~ designated time (mid-lake or beyond) for contacting the LRS 

station bn th~ opposite ·shore. This schedule shall not exceed 10 minutes 

bet~een ~ontabts unless the pil~t does not desire to climb to an altitude which 

would af~ord ~· ontinuous communications coverage while crossing the lake. In 

thi~ cas~, th estimated time for crossing the far shore will be the scheduled 

rep~rtin~ tim and will be used for SAR purposes. Impress upon the pilot the 

nec~ssit¥ of ~ontacting the LRS station on the opposite shore to cancel the LRS 

flibht plan (or the LRS portion of the VFR flight plan) or revise the time of 


' ! 
cro~sing~ as recessary. 

l ! ' . 

i ~4) ~hen the aircraft reports leaving the near shore, thereby 

act[vati g t~e LRS flight plan, compose and forward a flight notification 

mes~age ia lFC automat~on system, t~lecommunicati~ns, or interphone to the 

LRS; stat~on n the oppos1te shore. This message shall consist of the following 

iteins: · 


j(a) The contraction "VFR". 

i(b) Aircraft (or flight) identification, prefixed with an "H". 
i 

j<c) Aircraft type. 

(d) Near-shore crossing point or last fix before crossing. 

(e) Route of flight. 

(f) Far-shore crossing point or first fix after crossing. 

(g) Estimated time of arrival (ETA) at the far shore. 

'(h) Remarks as follows. 
F'1ve Typ111g 

1 The dollar symbol followed by the letters "LRS." --- Lrne::; Left 

i , i l The letter "T" followed by four-digits (indicates transfer 

ti~e of lradiq communication and SAR responsibilities). 


~---·A·--·,;_.,____ ··-··--'-···-·----l--.. -
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a. Sear h and Rescue actions shall be initiated as outlined in 
Ord r 7 10.1 when an aircraft is 5 minutes late for a scheduled reporting 
tim • 

b. The LRS" AFSS {facility responsible for initiating SAR action, based 
on T" ime) shall act as the FAA focal point for rapid coll~ction and 
dis emi of information to the Cleveland Rescue Coordination Center (CLE 
RCC in dance with the Letter of Agreement, Appendix 1, to this order. ~ 

lc. ting Kankakee AFSS, all stations responsible for communicating 
witr an aft on an LRS flight plan shall direct SAR requests to the CLE RCC 
usifg F long distance telephone ("collect" calls will be accepted). 
Kan ake AFS shall notify the USCG SAR Squadron based at Glenview Naval Air 
Sta ion (NBU). Upon receipt of SAR notification, NBU will notify CLE RCC. 

d. 1 All RS AFSS' s shall:
1 

I l (1) end an alert notice (ALNOT) pertaining to the LRS that includes 
all~availabl information, and 

f iP.Typ;ng I (2) all the CLE RCC (Kankakee AFSS calls NBU NAS) with the ALNOT 
L qes Lett -1 inf rma ion. 

I
I 

lie LE RCC will, where only preliminary information.is available from 
j the L~S on, immediately telephone the departure station for full flight 

r l 
lan~ing pain

I 

the AFS~/FSS 

(5)
l 

II d. 
cur~ent avai 
tel pho 
{US G) 
app opr"ate

I I 

3 The contraction "DESTN" and the identifier of the next 

! The letters "FP" followed by the 3-letter identifier of 

that has the complete flight plan information. 


Example of an LRS flight notification message ("N" flag): 

FF KLANVFYX 
051735 KGRBYFYX 
VFR HN12345 PA28 MTW LDM 1812 $LRS Tl745 DESTN MBS FP PNM 

The following AFSS's shall furnish LRS in the Great Lakes Region: 

Cleveland, Ohio Lansing, Michigan 
Green Bay, Wisconsin Terre Haute, Indiana 

.Kankakee, Illinois 

e~s of the above listed AFSS's shall ensure that listings of 
able F.BQ~ral Telecommunications System (FTS) and commercial 
bers for adjacent LRS stations and the United States Coast Guard 

Coordination Center (RCC) are maintained and displayed at· 
perating positions. 

. 
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info~matidn. fhe LRS station shall maintain liaison with the CLE RCC for 
noti1icat~on ooce the aircraft has been located or the emergency has been 
term~nate~ for!any other reason. 

I ; • . ; !I ~- T~e ab4ence of definite information regarding the whereabouts of an LRS 
airc~aft ~s oc~asionally due to radio failure, a pilot forgetting to make a 
sche~uled !radi~ report, or forgetting to cancel the LRS flight plan. Prompt 
actid,n in jissu{ng an ALNOT so a communications search can be made for overdue 
or u~repo~ted ~ircraft may reduce or preclude SAR personnel from unnecessary 
dang~r and exp~nse of a search. 

< ' ' 

; i 
; . ' 

g. I~ SAR!procedures are initiated for an aircraft whose pilot did not 
make it he rlequired radio contacts and/or failed to cancel the LRS flight plan, 

! ~ ' repo~t anq han~le the matter as an incident.l . l ' 

!
l : 
IJ~hn! 
~M n ' 

I 

.l:..' 
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Appendix 1 

JOINT FEDERAl AVIATION ADMINISTRATION, GREAT lAKES REGION 

AND 


UNITED STATES COAST GUARD AGREEMENT 


EFFECTIVE: 9/2/82 

SUBJECT: lAKE REPORTING SERVICE AND COAST GUARD AlERTING 

1. POLICY. 

ln order to attain maximumeffici"ency in the provision of search and 
rescue on the Great lakes, within the confines of the FAA Great lakes 
Region, FAA facilities furnishing lake Reporting Service to aircraft 
traversing such Great lakes shall notify the U.S. Coast Guard Great lakes 
Rescue Coordination Center {RCC) Cleveland, Ohio, via long distance 
telephone. 

2. RESPONSIBILITIES. 

a. Action by FAA Personnel. 

The action to be taken by FAA personnel in notifying the U.S. Coast 
Guard for search and rescue for aircraft utilizing lake Reporting Service 
is outlined in Order GL 7110.7B, dated 9/2/82. · 
A copy of that Order is considered a part of this letter of Agreement. 

The FAA shall immediately advise the Coast Guard upon termination of an 
emergency for any reason if the Coast Guard had been alerted or had 
assisted. 

b. Action to be Taken by the U.S. Coast Guard Rescue Coordination 
Center. 

Upon receipt of information from a Flight Service Station indicating 
a possible emergency involving an lRS aircraft, the Duty Officer at the 
Rescue Coordination Center shall take whatever steps he may deem necessary 
to discharge the U.S. Coast Guard's responsibility as outlined in the 
National Search and Rescue Plan. 

The Rescue Coordination Center shall advise th initiating Service 
Station ypon the termination of an emergenc fo any reaso 

~1~ au~-/:-
Rear Admiral, U.S. Coast Guard Director, Great lakes Region
Commander, Ninth Coast Guard District Federal Aviation Administration 
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