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CHAPTER 1. INTRODUCTION

1 INTRODUCTION. Aviation plays a significant
role in the nation's economy and in its transportation
network. Every community, whether large or small, needs
access to the airways. A seaplane base serves the flying
community like a marina serves boating enthusiasts.
Those who engage in seaplane flying and related activities
use a seaplane base as a center of business and pleasure. It
provides an opportunity for charter and concession
operators, the tourist industry, and other enterprises, as
well as employment opportunities for commercia pilots,
flight instructors, aircraft mechanics, and flight activity
support staffs.

a. Service. The seaplane provides a service that
is impossible with any other kind of craft. Where water
landing areas are available, seaplanes combine the speed
of the airplane with the accessibility of boats. It providesa
service which has earned an undisputed place in air
transportation.

b. Waterways. Many lakes, rivers, and harbors
offer natural aircraft landing and takeoff areas. Seaplane
bases can replace the need for airports or can supplement
major airports by relieving the heavy traffic congestion
experienced at some airports. Also, a seaplane base
normally has less adverse impact on the environmental
than constructing a land runway in areas of recreational
and scenic interest. Close-in or downtown seaplane bases
can provide seaplane passenger service where
transportation by land is tedious or time-consuming.

C. Docking Facilities. Seaplane docking
facilities vary in development from a sandy beach, wooden
ramp, slip, mooring buoy, pier, or dock, to a more highly
developed base that supports a fleet of aircraft with
shoreline docks, ramps, and buildings for offices, hangars,
repair shops, and recreation.

2. EXPLANATION OF TERMS. The
Pilot/Controller Glossary of the Airman's Information
Manual (AIM) defines terms used in the Air Traffic
Control system such as instrument flight rules (IFR), and
visua flight rules (VFR). Copies of the AIM may be
obtained from the Superintendent of Documents, U.S.
Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 20402.
Other terms used in this publication follow:

a. Aircraft Landing and Takeoff Area. Any
area of land, water, or structure used or intended to be
used for the landing and takeoff of aircraft.

b. Airport. Any airport, heliport, helistop,
vertiport, gliderport, seaplane base, ultralight flightpark,
manned balloon launching facility, or other aircraft
landing or takeoff area.

C. Airport Available for Public Use. Any
airport that is open to the general public with or without a
prior request to use the airport.

d. Hazard to Air Navigation. Any obstruction
to air navigation having a substantial adverse effect upon
the safe and efficient use of the navigable airspace by
aircraft or upon the operation of an air navigation facility.
An obstruction to air navigation is presumed to be hazard
to ar navigation until an FAA study determines
otherwise.

e Obstruction. Any object, including a parked
aircraft, which may hinder aircraft operations or which
may have an adverse effect upon the operation of an air
navigation facility.

f. Obstruction to Air Navigation. Any object,
including a parked aircraft, located in navigable airspace.

NOTE: Code of Federal Regulation (14 CFR), Part 77,
Objects Affecting Navigable Airspace, Subpart C,
Obstruction Standards, establishes the standards for
determining obstructions to air navigation.

. Sea Lane. A defined path on a seaplane base
prescribed for the landing and takeoff run of aircraft along
its length.

h. Seaplane Base. An area of water used or
intended to be used for the landing and takeoff of aircraft,
together with appurtenant shoreside buildings and
facilities.

3. NOTICE OF SEAPLANE LANDING AREA
PROPOSAL. In order to establish or modify a seaplane
base, notification to FAA is required under 14 CFR Part
157, Notice of Construction, Alteration, Activation, and
Deactivation of Airports. For the purposes of that Part,
seaplane landing and takeoff areas are considered to be
airports.

a. 14 CFR Part 157 requires any person who
intends to do any of the following to notify the FAA of
their intent:
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(1) Construct or otherwise establish a new
airport or activate an airport.

(2) Construct, realign, alter, or activate
any runway, sea lane, or other aircraft landing or takeoff
area.

(3) Deactivate, discontinue using, or
abandon an airport or any landing or takeoff area of an
airport for a period of one year or more.

(4) Construct, realign, alter, activate,
deactivate, abandon, or discontinue using a taxiway or taxi
channel associated with a landing or takeoff area on a
public use airport.

(5) Change the status of an airport from
private use to public use or from public use to private use.

(6) Change any traffic pattern or traffic
pattern atitude or direction.

(7) Change anticipated  aeronautica
operations, e.g., from VFR to IFR.

FAA Form 7480-1, normally used to submit the required
notice, can be obtained from the nearest FAA Airports
Digtrict or Regional Office.

b. AC 70-2, Airspace Utilization Considerations
in the Proposed Construction, Alteration, Activation, and
Deactivation of Airports, emphasizes the requirement to
notify the FAA, outlines some of the airspace utilization
factors which seaplane base proponents should consider
early in the planning stages, and lists the addresses of
FAA offices concerned with implementing this program.

C. When a notice of intent is filed to establish a
seaplane base on a body of water, the resulting FAA
determination is for seaplane operations landing on and
taking off from that body of water. In the case of
publically-owned bodies of water, the FAA will issue
determinations to subsequent proponents for seaplane
bases proposing to utilize the same body of water. In these
cases, the subsequent FAA determinations may contain
limitations that apply collectively to all previous FAA
seaplane base determinations. Subsequent determinations,
however, do not normally affect a prior proponent's
mooring areas.

(1) It is not uncommon for a point to be
reached where seaplane operations to or from different
landing and takeoff areas in close proximity to each other
must be coordinated to ensure safe and efficient use of the
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airspace.  The FAA will identify the coordination
procedures that must be implemented to prevent traffic
pattern overlap of adjacent aircraft landing and takeoff
areas and their respective approach and departure paths.

(20 The FAA arspace determination is
independent of permission granted by local authorities to
use the water area. The proponent may seek and obtain
permission to use the water prior to or subsequent to an
airspace determination. However, local authorities may
require an FAA airspace determination as a prerequisite
for granting permission to use the water area.

4. NOTICE OF CONSTRUCTION OR
ALTERATION. 14 CFR Part 77 applies to seaplane
bases only if the sea lanes are outlined by visual markers.

a. 14 CFR Part 77 requires any person who
intends to construct or alter any building or structure on,
or in the vicinity, of an existing or proposed airport
(including seaplane base) available for public use to notify
the FAA of their intent.

b. Form 7460-1 is used to submit the required
notice.

5. FAA AERONAUTICAL STUDY OF EXISTING
OBJECTS. The FAA conducts aeronautical studies of
existing objects whenever there is a need to determine
their physical or electromagnetic effect upon aeronautical
operations.  Situations that normally result in an
aeronautical study of existing objects include but are not
limited to:

a. A determination as to whether an obstruction
to air navigation has a substantial adverse effect upon the
safe and efficient use of navigable airspace;

b. A change in an aeronautical procedure at a
seaplane base with a marked water operating area;

C. A request for technical assistance in the
design and development of a seaplane base with a marked
water operating area;

d. A determination as to whether an object
should be altered, removed, marked, or lighted;

e A determination as to whether marking and
lighting can be reduced or removed without adversely
affecting aviation safety, or whether marking and lighting
should be added, intensified, or expanded to make pilots
better aware of an object’s presence;
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f. A determination of an existing activity's
electromagnetic effects upon a navigational aid or
communications facility; or

. A recommendation to the Federa
Communications Commission concerning the erection or
dismantling of an antenna.

6. SEAPLANE BASE LAYOUT PLAN (SPLP).
All seaplane base development financed with Federa
funds must be in accordance with an FAA approved
SBLP.

a. An FAA approved SBLP is a determination
considering al known obstructions to air navigation and
all proposed construction whose exact location and
dimensions are identified on the SBLP. Approva of a
Federal agreement SBLP includes items shown on the
plan, such as termina buildings, NAVAID's, lighting,
fences, cargo facilities and maintenance or service aress.
Structures in industrial area development, motels, storage
hangars, and other non-aviation development inside the
seaplane base boundary are also appropriate items for
inclusion in the SBLP. The SBLP is similar to the ALP
described in appendixes 6 and 7 of AC 150/5300-13,
Airport Design.

b. Approval of a SBLP does not congtitute
approval of structures unless so indicated on the SBLP.

7. U. S. CORPS OF ENGINEERS REGULATORY
PROGRAM. The Corps of Engineers is charged with
maintaining and regulating the use of navigable
waterways. The Corps regulatory program concerns the
integrity of navigation channels and the quality of the
waters of the United States, including the territorial seas.
Activities and fixed facilities requiring Corps permits
include but are not limited to dredging, filling,
breakwaters, boat ramps, piers, bulkheads, and riprap.
Appendix 1 contains an application form for a Department
of the Army Permit.

AC 150/5395-1

8. U. S. COAST GUARD APPROVAL. The Coast
Guard is charged with marking navigable waterways.
Markers of the type used to identify sealanes are classified
as private aids to navigation and require Coast Guard
approval. Appendix 2 contains an application form.

9. STATE AND LOCAL REQUIREMENTS.

a. State Approval. Many state aviation
agencies or similar local authorities require notice or
application for the establishment of seaplane operating
areas, to alow issuance of a state approval, permit, or
license. Requirements vary and may depend on factors
such as: ownership, public or private use, commercial
activities, type and number of based aircraft, and type and
number of aircraft operations. Coordination with the
state's department of transportation or aviation agency is
recommended.

b. Local Permits. Most communities have
zoning laws, building codes, fire regulations, and
environmental, noise, or similar ordinances. A review
should be made to determine whether local laws, rules,
and regulations affect the establishment and operation of a
seaplane base.
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CHAPTER 2. SITE SELECTION

10. DEMAND AND USE FACTORS.

a. Demand. Aeronautical demand is the
number of seaplanes and/or seaplane operations a
community has and an estimate of how many it will have
in the future.

b. Use. Factors in addition to typical aviation
activity which may justify a seaplane base are:

(1) geographical isolation;

(2) lack of land airports;

(3) specid flight activities; and
(4) recreational access.

C. Potential. When urban populations abut
suitable water operating areas, potential exists for a
community seaplane base. The community need and
proximity to the suitable water operating area influence
the size of a seaplane base. Resident pilot operations
plus fixed base operator activities will congtitute the
primary use. Fixed base operators may use seaplanes to
provided charter, student training, aerial photography,
and air cargo services. In emergencies, seaplanes can
evacuate people and deliver food and medical supplies.
The combination of these activities constitutes the need
for a seaplane facility.

11. FORECAST. A forecast of the number of
seaplanes to be based at a seaplane facility, currently and
within five years, is suggested. The five year forecasted
need will assist in identifying the appropriate size and
support requirements for the seaplane base.

12. WATER OPERATING AREA.

a. Size. The size of the water operating area
depends on: the performance characteristics of the
seaplanes using the site, existing or potential obstructions
in the surrounding area, water currents, and wave action.

b. Location. The location of the water
operating area and related shore development is
influenced by:

(1) number aircraft expected to use the
site;

(2) proximity of airports and other
seaplane bases,

(3) accessibility to shore support;

(4) character of development of the
surrounding area;

(5) amospheric and meteorological
conditions, such as fog, wind, and smoke;

(6) river geography, shifting channels,
swells;

(7)  ship and boating activity; and

(8 locd
considerations.

regulations, and  noise

C. Coordinated Use. Although each
community and site is different, a relationship does exist,
and operational use of seaplanes must be coordinated
with other users and interested parties in the area
Ample maneuvering and turning areas should be
provided with considerations made for shipping, pleasure
boats, prevailing winds, and currents.

13. APPROACH AND DEPARTURE PATHS.

a. Populated Areas. The approach and
departure paths should be clear of established shipping or
boating lanes. An overwater approach is preferable to an
approach-departure path over populated areas, beaches,
and shore developments. Where surrounding
development mitigates against straight-in  approach
and/or straight-out departure paths, an over water
climbing turn or letdown procedure may be possible.

b. Operational Limitations. The approach
and departure paths should be clear of hazards. If an
obstruction to air navigation, determined to be a hazard,
cannot be altered or removed, the FAA will impose
aircraft operational limitations, e.g., limit the type of
aircraft operations, to mitigate the hazard. Lighting, or
marking obstructions to air navigation is frequently
sufficient to preclude an object being a hazard and avoid
the need for operational limitations.
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14. WATER AREAS. When selecting a site, it is
necessary to choose one that has adequate length, width,
and depth dimensions, as well as an unobstructed
approach and departure path for the type of seaplanes to
be accommodated.

a. Current Flow. Landing and takeoff areas
should be located where the currents are less than
35mph (55km/h).  Where currents exceed this
recommendation, provisions should be made to allow
space to accommodate handling difficulties particularly
in the slow taxiing mode used to approach a floating
dock or in beaching operations. It is preferable to have
the current flow away from the dock or float. Prevailing
winds may negate some adverse effect of currents. The
following locations should be avoided:

(1) currents that exceed 7 mph
(12 km/h);

(2) alocation where water turbulence is
caused by a sharp bend in the river, the confluence of two
currents, or alocations where rip tides are prevalent; and

(3) river rapids.

b. Water Level. As a genera rule, if the
change in water level exceeds 18-24 inches (45-60 cm),
floating structures or moderately inclined beaching
facilities may be necessary to accommadate aircraft at the
shoreline or waterfront area. Where water level
variations exceed 6 feet (2m), specia or expanded
development may be required to dock the aircraft, e.g., a
dredged channel, an extended pier, or special hoisting
equipment.

15, WATER SURFACE CONDITIONS.

a. Wave Height. The most desirable
conditions exist where the surface of the water is
moderately disturbed. Locations where large swells
occur, or are frequently created by deep draft vessels
and/or tugboats, should be avoided.

b. Floating Debris. Areas subject to excessive
debris or debris over extended periods of time should be
avoided. Logs are not only a hazard to aircraft, but aso
to docking facilities constructed in the river. A floating
log moving at river speed has considerable momentum
and the potential for destruction when it impacts a fixed
object.

6/29/94

16. SHELTERED ANCHORAGE AREA. A
sheltered mooring or anchorage area, protected from
winds and currents, is recommended. A cove, smal bay,
or other protected area is idea and can normally be
expanded to include docking facilities and on-shore
parking areas.

17. SEA LANE ALIGNMENT.

a. Operational Flexibility. An unmarked sea
lane or water operating aea is normally the choice of
seaplane pilots. This alows the pilot to take advantage
of the entire water area in order to adjust landing and
takeoff operations for current, wind, and waves.

b. Prevailing Winds. If a sea lane is
designated, it should be aligned to provide maximum
wind coverage. It may be desirable to limit wind
analyses to wind data taken during daylight hours since
seaplane operations are almost nil after dark.

C. Wind Data. Recorded wind observations
taken in the immediate vicinity of the site over an
extended period of time are the most desirable. When
local observations are not available, data from a nearby
locality or airport can be used. Wind data should be
validated by comparing observed wind conditions at the
proposed water operating area with winds reported at the
nearby location. These comparisons should be made
under conditions of high and low wind velocity, from all
guadrants, on both clear and cloudy days, and at
substantially different temperatures.

18. BOTTOM CONDITIONS.

a. Type. Soil type and bottom conditions can
influence construction of fixed and floating dock
structures, as well as affect taxi operations from the water
operating area to the shoreline facility. Mud bottoms
ordinarily present little or no difficulty. A hard bottom,
e.g., shale or solid rock, can make construction of fixed
and offshore structures difficult and costly. Anchors tend
to drag over thistype of bottom unless specially designed
mooring anchors are used.

b. Conditions. Artificial bodies of water such
as reservoirs often contain trees or stumps not completely
grubbed before flooding. Debris from the former
vegetation can be hazardous to aircraft floats and hulls as
it rises to the surface or remains partially submerged.
Objects that project from the bottom and constitute a
water hazard should be removed. If this is impractical,
then the objects should be conspicuously marked to alert
usersto their presence.
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19. BIRD HAZARDS. The location of bird
sanctuaries or areas that attract flocks of birds should be
considered when orienting water operating aress.
Waterways historically used by large flocks of birds
should be avoided.

20. ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS. In seeking
approval for establishment of a seaplane base, the
permitting authority may require an environmental
analysis. This evaluation should include an analysis of
the proposals impact on water quality, wildlife, existing
and proposed land use, noise, and
historical/archeological factors. The design of fueling
facilities and storage areas should comply with local
regulations and accepted measures for pollution
prevention.  Order 5050.4, Airport Environmental
Handbook, should be followed for an environmental
study if Federal financia aid is involved. State
Environment Policy Act (SEPA) may aso apply to the
development of a seaplane base.

AC 150/5395-1
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CHAPTER 3. WATER OPERATING AREA

21.INTRODUCTION. Most large bodies of water provide adequa® | engtN @idiQikGTErABdpkese operations. Where the avail:

22. WATER OPERATING AREA DIMENSIONS.
A water operating area at least 2,500 feet (750 m) by
200feet (60 m) is recommended. This size will
accommodate a sea lane 2,500 feet (750 m) by 100 feet
(30 m) with 200 foot (60 m) diameter turning basin at
each end. Although a depth of 6 feet (1.8 m) is
preferred, a minimum depth of 3 feet (1 m) is adequate
for single-engine operations. The length of the water
operating area needs to be increased by 7 percent per
1000 feet (300 m) of elevation above sea level to
compensate for the change in density altitude.

23. TAXI CHANNEL DIMENSIONS. A taxi
channel for small seaplanes should have a minimum
width of 125 feet (38 m), although a width of 150 feet
(45 m) or more is desirable. The channel should provide
direct access to the onshore facility and, when possible,
should be oriented so the approach to the ramp or float
will be into the prevailing wind or current. A minimum
clearance of 50 feet (15 m) should be provided between
the side of the channel and the nearest obstruction.

24, TURNING BASINS.

a. Location. Turning basins may be required
where use of the water surface is restricted. A minimum
radius of 200 feet (60 m) is recommended. A turning
basin should be located adjacent to the shoreline facility
and at each end of the water operating area.

b. Clearance. The stronger the wind, the
more room it takes to make a turn. A minimum
clearance of 50 feet (15 m), should be provided between
the side of the turning basin and the nearest obstruction.

a. Background.  Anchorage areas should
provide maximum protection from high winds and rough
water. They should be located in a manner that will
permit unrestricted maneuvering of the aircraft when
approaching the buoys. The anchorage area should be
within sight and calling distance of a floating dock or
ramp. The size is determined by the number and size of
aircraft to be accommodated. Anchorage areas must
satisfy the need for aircraft to turn into the wind as they
swing on their moorings.

b. Space Required. The space required is
determined by aircraft length and wing span, the length
of line and bridle, and the lowest water level in the
anchorage area. The length of anchor line "A"
(Figure 3-1) should be six times the maximum depth at
mean high water. Where aircraft swing is limited, the
length of anchor line may be shortened to not less than
three times the water depth, provided the normal anchor
weight or holding capacity is doubled.

C. Center-to-Center  Spacing. Center-to-
center anchor spacing, "B", for small twin-float aircraft
mooring, should not be less than twice the length of the
longest anchor line plus 125 feet (38 m). For larger
aircraft, including flying boats and amphibians, an
additional 100 feet (30 m) should be added to this
spacing.  Figure 3-1 shows a general layout of an
anchorage area. Anchor capacity and spacing may be
influenced by bottom condition and type.

d. Shear Boom. A shear boom should be
considered if seaplanes are to be moored in an area where
the current is strong. A shear boom consists of a series of
logs tied together at their ends and anchored. Its
function is to deflect debris away from the seaplane
floats, as well as to create an area of calm water on the
downstream side.
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CHAPTER 4. SHORELINE FACILITIES

26. INTRODUCTION.

a Shoreline Facilities. Shoreline installations
provide two genera functions:

(1) enable servicing, loading and
unloading, and mooring without removing the aircraft
from the water, and

(2) provide haul-out facilities for
removing seaplanes from the water for fresh water wash
downs and maintenance.

b. Characteristics. Installations  vary
according to need. They range from simple wood-plank
ramps or slipways, to docks and piers, to elaborate ramps
and marine railways.

27. SLIPWAYS. Rectangular slips dredged in the
shore line are common and economical and often need no
specialy constructed sides or ends. See Figure 4-1 for an
example of adipway.

a. Location. A dipway should be where the
water level change is not greater than 2 feet (.6 m) and
the minimum low water depth is not less than 1.5 feet
(.5m).

b. Dimensions. The inside dimension of the
dlipway should be 2 to 3 feet (.6 to 1 m) wider than the
floats and 3 to 4 feet (1 to 1.2 m) longer than the rudder-
down float length.

C. Devices. A gate should be provided to
dissipate wave action. A bumper, made of materials such
as expanded polystyrene, old automobile tires, or strips of
tires, should be attached to the inside of the front wall,
sides, and gate to prevent damage to aircraft floats.
Cleats to moor or secure the aircraft while it is in the
dipway are recommended.

28. RAMPS. Ramps vary widely in size, shape, and
construction materials, e.g. from rough logs only slightly
wider than the aircraft floats to wide inclines covered
with heavy-duty steel and/or concrete structures. The
simplest ramp consists of a wood plank platform
approximately 15by 20feet (5 m by 6 m) laid on a
dloping shore, with half of its length in the water thereby
permitting a small float plane to taxi up and out of the
water.

a. Location. A minimum of 100 feet (30 m)
of unobstructed water should be available directly
offshore from the ramp, in the direction from which
approaches are normally made.

b. Design Concept. Ramps are of fixed or
hinged type construction. Fixed ramps are usualy
weighted down or attached to a fixed in-water footing at
the toe, and secured to a stable on-shore structure such as
a seawall at the other end. Hinged ramps are allowed to
rise and fall with the water by means of a hinge on the
shore end, while the toe end is buoyed at a predetermined
depth. Fixed ramps are more common, but become
relatively costly in shallow areas or where the water level
variation exceeds 8 feet (25 m). FPiling or piers are
commonly used to support the stringers of fixed ramps.

C. Slope. The slope of a ramp should not be
greater than 6:1, with flatter slopes ranging to 10:1 being
desirable. Slopes flatter than 10:1 are usually too long
and costly to construct. Ramps intended to serve trigear
amphibians should not be stegper than 8:1 since, with
steeper slopes, the hull of some amphibians may drag on
the ramp as the craft enters the water.

d. Depth. A 4 foot (1.2 m) depth of toe will
provide sufficient clearance for most waterborne aircraft.
A 3 foot (1 m) depth will accommodate all but the
heaviest types of amphibians. An 18 inch (45 cm) depth
is adequate for small, light floatplanes. In all cases,
depth dimension should be established based on the low
water level datum in that locality.

e Width. A ramp width of 30 to 40 feet (9 to
12 m) will accommodate aircraft in most wind, current,
and tidal conditions. 15 feet (4.5 m) is the minimum
ramp width required for small twin-float or amphibious
aircraft operation when water and wind conditions are
relatively calm. Practically al light waterborne aircraft
can be handled easily, and pilots of small seaplanes can
make an unattended ramp approach under adverse
conditions, if 5 feet (1.5 m) is added to this minimum
width.

f. Decking. Decking can be laid diagonally or
at right angles to the line of travel. Planks should be
placed rough side up, and have a .5 inch (1.3 cm) space
between each plank. When laid at right angles to the line
of travel, the up-ramp edge of each plank may be raised
no more than 1 inch (2.5 cm) to permit the hull of the
plane to dlide easily and still provide good footing for
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people walking on the ramp. All bolts, nails, and spikes
used to attach the decking should be countersunk to avoid
damage to floats or tires.

29. FIXED DOCKS.

a. Location. A minimum of 100 feet (30 m)
of unobstructed water or a turning basin should be
available in the direction from which approaches are
normally made to the floating dock. Docks should be
located so that aircraft have access to both sides.
Aircraft are usually tied on the inshore side of the dock
during inclement weather, in order to use the dock as a
breakwater.

b. Clearance. The recommended minimum
clearance between the centerline of a taxi route and the
near faces of piers, floats, ramps, or marine railway is
60 feet (18 m). Waterborne aircraft can safely taxi past
obstructions as close to the centerline of the taxi route as
one-half their wingspan plus 15 feet (5 m); however, this
factor should be increased at locations having strong
currents and windy conditions.  An unobstructed dock
surface area 21 feet (6.5 m) wide will provide for wing
clearance over the dock and permit most floatplanes or
small amphibians to come alongside the dock or pier.

C. Separation. When aircraft operate under
their own power into, out of, or between mooring
positions, the recommended minimum separation
between the limits of the mooring positions is 30 feet (10
m). When aircraft are moved by hand, the separation
distance between the centers of the berthing or mooring
positions should be no less than 60 feet (18 m).

30. FLOATING DOCKS. Floating docks offer great
flexibility. These units ride the waves and work
satisfactorily in areas of negligible to significant water
level variation. Floating docks are commonly referred to
as "floats,” not to be confused with aircraft floats.

a. Design Concepts. A smal float, 10 by 15
feet (3 by 45m), designed to support loads up to
2,500 pounds (1134 kg), will handle a single plane.
Larger floats intended for mooring two or more aircraft
should be designed to support gross loads up to
5,000 pounds (2 268 kg). Floats as narrow as 7 feet
(2 m) can be used where a long, floating dock parallels
the shore. Floats are usually constructed from locally
available materials.

b. Dimensions. Float dimensions are

determined by the number of aircraft simultaneously
using or projected to use the float. The design aircraft
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length plus 20 feet (6 m) clearance both fore and aft is
recommended where aircraft are to be docked or moored
alongside the float. A float should be wide enough for
planes to dock on each side with a 10foot (3 m)
minimum clearance between wingtips.

C. Flotation. A variety of materials have been
used to provide buoyancy for floating docks, e.g., logs,
milled timber, polystyrene billets, fiberglass, and steel
containers.

(1) Polystyrene bhillets have proven to be
satisfactory buoyancy devices for floats. The planks
should be evenly distributed, rather than piled at
concentrated points, under the superstructure. A barrier
of 6 mil (.15 mm) black polyethylene sheeting should be
placed between all treated timber and flotation material
contact surfaces. The load supporting characteristics of
polystyrene or styrofoam is approximately 50 pounds per
cubic foot (800 kilograms per cubic meter) of material.
A common hillet size is 10inches by 20 inches (25 by
50 cm) by 9 feet (3m). Further data on this material
may be obtained from the manufacturers. It is
recommended that foam planks be enclosed with woven
galvanized wire to prevent damage from aguatic animals
and sea gulls. Polystyrene deteriorates when exposed to
petroleum products, gas spills, etc.

(2) Fifty-five galon sted drums are
commonly used as flotation devices. Drums should be
placed symmetrically around the perimeter of the float to
ensure stability. They are fastened to the float by steel
straps of sufficient length to extend around the drum and
main framing members of the float. Foam, fiberglass,
plywood boxes, and steel drum floats are susceptible to
damage where deadheads or strong currents prevail.
Steel drums have a short life expectancy in salt water.
The pilot should be aware of the corrosive affect of
galvanic action caused by dissimilar metals. Securing
the aircraft to steel or metal drums, by a chain or wire
rope, will start a galvanic action that will corrode the
aluminum floats. Satisfactory floats can be improvised
by using life rafts, small floating docks, pontoons, and
similar devices which can be abtained in the open
market.

(3) Where relatively large and straight
timber is available, logs may be used to construct a raft-
type float.

d. Devices. A continuous 4 by 4 inch
(10cm by 10 cm) wood rail, raised approximately
2 inches (5 cm) above the float deck, commonly called
bull rail or tierail, is recommended. Bull rails should be
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secured by long lagbolts to dock cross-members or logs.
Cleats should be provided, approximately 5 feet (1.5 m)
apart, along the bull rail or sides of the float. Corner
posts should extended slightly above the deck to serve as
bollards. Bumpers, installed along the sides of the
structure, extending below the edge of the float sufficient
length to prevent damage to aircraft floats, are
recommended.

e Combined Float/Ramps. Foats equipped
with ramps at each end make good operationa structures
where amphibian aircraft are to be accommodated. A
long, narrow float with ramps on both sides is adequate
for mooring or tieing down light, single-engine
floatplanes. A ramp incline no steeper than 8:1 is
recommended. The aircraft taxi onto the ramp and are
pulled up and tied down to the ramp. Thistype of float is
usually constructed at right angles to the master float. A
144 by 40 foot (44 by 12 m) floating dock, with 10 foot (3
m) wide floats, and 15 foot ( 4.5 m) ramps on both sides
can be used for seaplane storage. Additional docks or
floats can be added as needed.

31. GANGWAYS. Floats are usualy connected to
the shore or pier by a gangway. The length of the
gangway depends on the maximum water level variation.
Gangways should not be less than 15 feet (4.5 m) long,
the normal being 40 to 50 feet (12 to 15 m). The width
should be at least 5 feet (1.5 m). Floating gangways 5 feet
(2.5 m) or less wide should have longitudinal outriggers
spaced every 8 to 10 feet (2.5 to 3 m) to prevent excessive
rolling of the gangway. Widths of 6 to 8 feet (2to 2.5 m)
enable baggage carts or other freight equipment to be
used. Handrails, preferably on both sides, should be
provided. A dope of 2.75:1 or less permits easy walking
and reduces the danger of the railings becoming an
obstruction to wings. If the facility is to adequately serve
the public, requirements contained in the Americans
With Disabilities Act (ADA) accessibility guidelines
should be satisfied.

32. BARGES. A barge anchored offshore makes an
excellent seaplane service facility. An office, lounge, or
shop is normally included "aboard;" and floating docks
can be added alongside the barge. The barge may be
anchored directly to the shore or to a pier by booms and a
gangway or anchored offshore in afixed position.

AC 150/5395-1

33. PIERS Piers are recommended where the
variation in water level is 16 inches (45 cm) or less.

a. Location. A minimum of 100 feet (30 m)
of unobstructed water or a turning basin should be
available in the direction from which approaches are
normally made to the pier. Piers should be located so
that access to them by the public will not require crossing
the apron or hangar area.

b. Design Concepts. The pier should extend
into the water to a point where the depth at mean low
water level is at least 3 feet (1 m). The supporting
timbers and decking of fixed structures used for
passengers and cargo operations must be designed to
support live loads of at least 100 pounds per square foot
(488 kilograms per sguare meter). An access gangway
approximately 5 feet (1.5 m) wide with handrails on both
sides is recommended. An open deck handling area
approximately 30 by 50 feet (9 m by 15 m) at the end of
the walkway provides tie-up space for four small or three
large seaplanes.

C. Width. Fixed piers or wharfheads should
be 8 to 10 feet (2.5 to 3 m) wide and built strong enough
to support aloaded pickup truck.

d. Materials. At those locations where timber
piles can be used, they are the most economical type of
construction. Water jetting and pile driving are common
methods of setting piles. Decking spaced with a 1/2 inch
(1.3 cm) gap between planks will allow for drainage and
expansion. Since piers and wharves are constructed with
decks above mean high water, most of the timber
supporting members will be subject to alternate cycles of
wetting and drying. To prevent decay, creosote or
similarly treated timbers must be used. Urethane, epoxy,
and shellac are acceptable sealers for al creosote treated
wood, and should be used to prevent tracking creosote.
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CHAPTER 5. LANDSIDE FACILITIES

34. INTRODUCTION. A service apron, tiedown
area, and administrative building are frequently
constructed around or near a seaplane ramp or dock. For
safety and convenience, these areas should be separated
from access roads, automobile parking areas, and other
incidental activity areas either by a buffer zone or by
fencing. Effective landscaping to separate airside and
landside activities, as well as to improve appearance and
attract customers, is recommended.

35. APRON. The service apron and tiedown area size
should be based on five year forecasted need. They
should be sufficient to accommodate the based aircraft
that will need landside tiedowns plus a conservative
estimate of the peak demand for itinerant parking-
loading or tiedown positions. A minimum size tiedown
or storage area requires approximately one-quarter acre.
A service apron normally requires at least one-quarter
acre.

36. HANGARS. Most hangars used for land-based
aircraft are adaptable for use by waterborne aircraft.
Hangars should have a functional and orderly
relationship to haul-out and ramp facilities.

a. Location. Hangars should be separated
from an administration building and/or the aircraft
tiedown storage area to eliminate as much aircraft
movement conflict as possible. The service and storage
hangar area should be located relative to the ramp or
marine railway so that aircraft may be moved to the
hangar without requiring relocation of parked aircraft.
Both storage and repair hangars should likewise be
located so that delivery of materials and access by service
personnel will not conflict with aircraft movements.

b. Size.The space required for service and
hangar facilities will depend upon the number and the
type of aircraft that are to be accommodated. Sufficient
additional space needs to be provided for taxiing,
turning, and temporarily parking aircraft.

37. MARINE RAILWAYS.

a. Application. Where the shore is steep, a
marine railway can be used to move aircraft from the
water. The railway consists of a pair of light weight rails
placed on a support structure that slopes into the water.
A flanged-wheel platform car rides these rails, and a
power unit draws the platform up the rails to higher
ground. The car will return by gravity if the rail-slope is

8:1 or steeper. When the incline is less than 8:1, a
reversible power winch rigged with an endless cable will
return the platform to the water level.

b. Depth of Toe. In cases where a marine
railway is used, it should extend far enough below low
water so that the platform carriage is low enough for an
aircraft to taxi on the carriage with ease. A platform
20 feet (6 m) wide, 20 to 30 feet (6 to 9 m) long, and
inclined at a slope of 7:1 or 8:1, will accommodate most
aircraft. The toe of the platform should be able to be
lowered 4 feet (1.2 m) bel