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archie w. league
The First Air Traffic Controller (1929)

Archie W. League was the 

first air traffic controller.  

Working in St. Louis, he used 

a wheelbarrow to carry his 

supplies: a chair, umbrella, 

lunch, water, a notepad, and 

his signal flags.
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The United States established its first three  
“Air Route Traffic Control Centers” in what year?

a)  1917

b)  1929

c)  1936

d)  1945

e)  1951

Across:

2.	 In charge of all the 
flights in the United 
States each day 

3.	 A reason why an aircraft 
might be re-routed
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Down: 

1.	 Used by controllers  
working in TRACON  
and the centers to  

“see” aircraft

Interested in learning more about becoming  
an AIR TRAFFIC CONTROLLER? 

Visit www.faa.gov/education for more information!
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