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17 Nov~er 1970 

Mr. kobart t.. aomartb 
Dire~tor 
SeTYica and lcference ~artlneat 
Ai~craft Gvn&Ta &Pilots Aa&oci.et1on 
li.U'biD£C<m, I). c. 20014 

ii!e rcifer to yo11r l.ctte.r of October 23, 1970 rae;ar4iln; the rel,istratioli 
of v.:;. civi.l aircraft vber• the ow:a.n:·.e' int•reec 1a .as joint tensnu 
with a rigut. of •urnvurahip.. \iilile ,e11r l.e~t.ar oG.l.y refel'• t0 , 
Joint t.encey vit.h a ri;ht of auvivorailip. our reply 1a also it:pplie&bl~ 
to a tenancy by .~ -.u~:, vhar4 tba~ .1a tne form ot uta.tc ui.der state 
law• 

.As pointed out in Mr. Yod.iee.'~ l&tcer of Oe.tober 22, 1970. tho vd.1dity 
-4 the nature of tho. owuersbipof a particular airu£ft are aattars to 
be deumined under appliuble •e&te law. Under the provtsiono of 
Sacticm 47 •.S(b) of the Ftdaral Avi•tion usula.tions, the FAA vili ie»ue 
• Cercificac~ of Aircraft aegt.cratiOll ~o tba par•on vho apfi6ara t.o be 
tbe c)lfftar ou the bu.a of the ••.1.d•nc~ of own.er.hip either aub:dttad Yi.th 
cbe Appl.1.cation for R.egiatr•t!oa. or al.read7 reco~ded by th• FAA. Aire~&ft 
~uu7. Since ovnerahif, aa joint tenanu v1th a right cf sunivorsW.p 
or cea.c:2u by tna entirety~ is .a foria of onersnip tener.a.Uy accepte.; by 
.-ec &tabla, the fAA Aircraft ae-.;itltry will (abaent a coat.r& rule in 11 

parti&alar atata) 3ccept lll!ch a ~r.a.ncfar a. a basis for registr~~i~. 
aovevar • .1.t. ahoald be em;,u.sisd tbac aucb regbtratio::l does a:iot iA auy 
way detet'Si\iAc Qe valiciity of the cnmerabj.p of tbo aircraft or tho rigi.tt.a 
of tbe surrid.D.g •pous•. Section 50l(f) of tbo rade.~al Aviat.lcn Act of 
1,.sa (4~ u.s.c. l04l(t)) m:4. Sectiou 47.S(b) of tho Federal Aviation 
2.egul.ationa provide ciiat ~•giauatiou b7 tu. FAA 18 not eYidence of 
OW1&erahip of aircraft in aay p~dina 1n vldcb. aiacn owae.rahip by a 
particul.a.r peraou is in 1••~•· 
Ul:ila the 'l'AA Aircraft R.esiatry will aCCAapt, for reglstratiao l)urpcaea. 
a bill of sala cocvoyini titl.c to • hWJO!md .i,:Qd vife aa joint t.cnaat. 
v1tb rigll~ o! aurvi'90rsh1p, Cbe act"41 regiat.ratioi1 cert1f1cate vill btt 
aade out. to tAe . waabma &lld wife acs ce-ow1Wr•. tne reuon f Gr thu 1a 
thac. hr reg1atr.atioo. pupoaa, the O'a.ly racogniae.ii forus of ovoeolup 
ar.i iadivi4wu, partnerahip. 40-ov:Mtr. corporat.J.oa and govu,:wmt. Aa 
pointe4 out· o.bqve, tiu,. fora of reg1at;rUion carcif1c.ate vould l\a..-e oc 
le&.t:l effect on the right of the •urvi:riD& spo...ae . 

A,, to Cb.e u.o &<!4!1.tLmal •P*c.ific questions rabod in yo1.1•i letter. the 
"ca-ovo.era'' box aboulcl. be cheaeli by ~. husband aud wUe wrum coa_plet~g 
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the appliCAtioa for re&istration. In the event of the doath of one of 
tho tet1.8llts, the aurviv<>r wou.ld be able to h:ivo tho aircraft registered 
aolely in his name by aubmitting a new appli~rion for rogiatrati~; 
regather vitb a copy of the death certificate of the deceased spouse. 
!,!I.ere the bill of sala doas not reflecr the joi.Dt tcu:1ancy with a right 
of svrvivorsl:l.ip, it woul..i be neeeHary for til£ surviving spousa ro s,.bll!it 
other evidence of the md.st.anca of tha tenancy u well u the death of 
the decaaaed spouse. 

Finally, wile not diro1ctly pertinent to your inq,.:iry, ve should note 
that the FAA Aircraft llagistry voul4 al.so be unable to iesue re&istration 
certificates 1n the alternative such u "Joiln Joli.OB or John S::uth". 
Section SO.I. of the Federal Avution Aet of l.958 bu been intet'J)rated as 
requiring the issWU1ce of regiatratiou only i.q t:ha wui,e of the """1Cr and 
not in tha alternative. 

We t::n,at this will be of assiatsnce to you. It you have any further 
<tueBtim>a, plW18-111 feel fr..- to contaet ue. 

Sil:lurely, 

ORiGlt{~L SIGHED !ft �
fr..f'lE~~CK C...... ,;..,.1·:;c12t.L,;fT �

li'llDEJUCK C. WOODRUfll 
Asst, Aeronautical Canter Counael, AC-7 
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