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September 12, 1985

Mr. Paul Fox ' ‘
_Curator, United Statea Hiutorical

; Aireraft Preservation Museum =

Alaskan Historical Aireraft Boeiety
" P.0. Box 6813 - _

Anchornge, Alaska 99502

Duar Hr. rox.,,

Ve have carefully revinwnd your letter of Augnut 24, 1935, which nn!a for Pl
.. our confirmation of your title to aireraft as evidemced by the Certificite
of Iggintration tesued by the Federal Aviatton Administration. Unfortu-
nately, we cam gtvc you little encouragement. The reason for this is that o
the FAA Aircraft Registry does not deal im titles to sircraft; the Registry
‘only makes an‘nd-inlo:rative dstcrnination of o-nnrahip for rogintration .
Afpurposel. , , ‘ v .

- Saction 501(!) of the !ader:l kvintian Act ot 1958 (69 U.5.C, 1491(:))
" states that the Cartificste of Registration "shall be conelusive evidcnco of;
. ’nntionality for internationsl ‘purposes, but not in any procccding under the
~ laws of the United States. Registration shall not be evidence of a'nctahip s
. of sireraft in any proesedings iu which such ounnrlhip by s pnttieulnr , S
© person is, Or may be, in issue.”  This langunge is pretty plaim to was. It .. . ..
 mesns that the Certificate is not a title, and cammot be used as any ‘ e
_evidence other than that the Federal Avistion Administration has £
aduinistratively determined that anm applicant. for registration cppt.to
~our trained eyes to meet the requirement for ownutihip to sllow -
“registration. 1 assure you that when appropriate, we will eoatinuq Eo
_ recognize your ownerghip in these recovered aiterafc. :

We recognize that in practice, as you hava correctly stntod, di:plny of thc .

Certificate is customarily accepted as title, or cwnership, and even lew s
- enforcement individuals will accept it as auch. ‘But 1n court, or baskruptey -
 court, or IRS proceedings, the cwner mest start all over to prove up his =
- owmership, probably uaing the same documentaion thnt haa baon luhnit:nd to v

the Pederal Asiatioa Adnintntration. - . : n

Q'!ou may wish to connid‘r-working vi:h a local ceu:t ‘o8 a case by ease: haoiai
~ for a declaratory jedgment as to your ownership. Such an order would '
c.rtaiuly quiet any d!cpute ever your ticla. 5 : DR




We regret that the law does not provide you with kind of ownership record
you wish the Alrcraft Certificate of Registration to have., However, as we
advised you in our previous letter, registration is not required unless you
intend te fly the aircraft, Since you do not intend to fly the ‘airersft,

and the Reglatration Certiﬂcate won't serve as the legal evidence of

ownership you request, at least you should not han to wetry vi:h thc
‘ trouble and 1nconven1ance of regintrntion.

If we cen be of any further aarviee to you, plaasa let us k'n'mv'.“
81neere1y, |
Joseph R. Standell T
, Aammtiul Ceqtor ml s
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By:

; j'l-' *’Bruee, ,Cgltt,‘-r |
- Attorney Adviser

cc:
- AAC- 250




