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September 12, 1985

Mr. Stephen Vieira
Attorney at Law

8 South Sheppard Straet
Pichmend, VI 2322)

Ret Registration of Adrcraft NE9SESP
Dear Mr. Vieira:

Your letter of August 26, 1983, questions our coacern over your client

(Mr. Earl Weimer) trassferring this sircraft to a niror, Michael WVelser, end
our requests for substantistion of this tranafar. Please understand that ve
are concerned about appropriste docurmentation, sirce it {s apparent that
HMichael camnot execute an Application for Regiatratioa by his owm will or
signature, not sell it, or otherwise trensfer it by his own will or signs-
ture. Ve undexstaad Michasl te be about 4 years old.

In considering the concept of “onmer” as directed by the Federal Aviation
Act (49 U,.8.C. Section 1401(e)), we deem ownership te be composed of nany
elements concerning aircraft: possession, title, responsibdility to msistain,
right to use, lease, collateralize, possidbly insure, ete. A transfer to am
obviously incompetent mimor naturally rsises the questioa of what rights he
could posstibly exercise other than hold naked title im his name., AXY
exercise of the other rights and obligations of ownership would have to de
dona for him: thus, ve questiom the relatfonship of Zarl ar any other person
acting for him. In other words, we don't questiom the aspect of title
baing transferred to Michasl, Mt we question the other elements that
naturslly comprise “ownership” under Sectiom 1401(c) (“Uponm the request of
the mtrvuna.)

The %111 of Sale which has baen subnitted ia support of the reglstration of
the a2ireraft indieates as Purchaser “Veimer, Stephen R,, Cuardismn for
Heimer, Michael E.” In our opinion, this wording paraliels the requirements
of the Uniform Gift to Mimors Act as enacted in the State of Virginia, and
rives us a basis to recognize competent owmership for and om behalf of,
Hichsel, Accordingly, we are recommending to the Registry that they
register the aircraft as regquasted on ths Application.
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In sddition, you should be aware of Section 501(f) of the Federal Aviation
Act, which states {a pertinent part that registration shall not be avidence
of owmership by a particular person ig, or may be, in issue. (49 U.8.C,
Section 1401(f)). 1Ia other words, the registration of an aircraft to a
particular person, partnership of persons, or citizen corporation is net tO
be regarded as the factual daterninant of ownership of the alrcraft. The
registration of the aircraft indicates the administrative determinatiom of
ownership of the aircraft only for registration purposes. The fact as to
whe {8 the actual owner of the aircraft is deternined im any proceeding on
the basis of relevant State law and competent factual evidence.

If you have any questions, you ®ay contact Al Rodrigues of this office at
(405) 686-2296.

Sincerely,

?ﬁghaiS@najﬂy
CLTTUCT CARTER
Joseph R, Standell
Aeronautical Center Counsel
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