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()ctober 16, l 9SS 

Prestou G. C•ddts II. £sq. 
Crowe and Dunlevy 
Attorney• At Law 
1800 Mid-Afflerica To"10r 
20 Horth Broadway 
OklahOfflA City, Ok 73102 

P...equest for Written Opinion 

Your letter of Septeaber 20, 198S. request• our vritten o~inioa on the 
matter of id•ntific.t!on of aircraft efltiues in documents filed with the FAA 
Aircraft Re,-istry. SJ)leeifically. your que•t!Ofl addr~1sea the matter of 
which aamsfaeturer's eertal nu"ber, loeatftd on the engine, should be 
referred to in decu11enta filed vttb the Registry. 

_l3ae_!!{roun<!: You hav• stated in yoor letter that certain turboprop engine• 
contain two serial nun~er data plates. You have Indicated that one such 
data plate 18 attached to th• ia• gen~rator portion of th,e enJine (also 
known as the ~hot section·) •nd the other 1• attached to the power or ~e:ar 
box sectioft of th• •nft1•• (also k~ovn •• the •cold •ectioa•). 

'ale pTohlen, a• you hava deacrtbed it, arise• fr01a the practice of 801!te 

partiea of ref~rrfng to tbe aerial nuaber ahown on the ga• gen.rator aeetion 
in document• filed vtth t~e l'#it•try. Other parties refer to the serial 
nu11tber shown oa th• ~r section of the tntg!ne. '111ere apJit!&H to he no 
difficulty vi.th the dl1crPpaney in the practice when the enRine referred to 
is a newly ~anufactured •niln•, which apparently h•• th• •lH'NI serial number 
on both sectioaw. A• you point out, hov~.,.r, at tft:tee the power aectioft of 
one en~tne is fflated vith the gaa gen«ratnr sectioia of another as part of an 
overhanl. i-eevltinJ in dif!erent serial nVt!tbftr• ou the data plates 011 

en~tnee nodiffed in this eanne~. nits appear• to cr~•t• confuato• with 
respect to th• proper tdenttflcat!on of the ~n~ine 1ft conveyance• to b4 
record«d with the Re~istry, 1.a •• whether the data platft on the power 
••~tiOft or on the nev gas 1enerator aectioa ahould be referr•d to fo~ 
id~ntiftcattoa ?Urpoaea. 

You have asked our writte• opinion a• to which of th• serial nU11ber• Oft such 
modified en~tne• ta tbe ·manufacturer•• 1eTial nutllber• vithie the f!lf!aning of 
14 C'1t 49.Al(a). 
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D1sc:uas1ont As you are aware, 14 CFR 49.43(a) describes oee of the 
requirements for eli~ibility of a conveyance for r@cordation, as follovss 

2 

" ••• tt affects and describfts a• aircraft en~ina ••• to which this subpart 
applies, specifically identified by ta4lte. model, horse~ower, and 
manufaetu_!!r'e 9erial tmlllber; •••• • (emphasia added) 

Cowpliance With this section ia apparently conplicated by the esistence of 
two data plates, one each 011 the power eect1on and the gaa generator sectio• 
of the engin~. We are not persuaded, bowever 1 that the lsnguage of Section 
49.43(a) requires ref•rence to one of the two or more engine data plates to 
determine the aerial aU11ber identification of an engine. Rather it 18 our 
conclusion that the lan~a1e oa engine serial number ia Section 49.43(a) 
refers to the requirement in 14 Cf'A 45.11 of•• tde11tificati011 plate for 
each aircraft and aircraft engine. The 1nfonution required on the data 
plate ta specified in Sectioa 45.ll(a) and include•, inter alia. the 
inanufaeturer'• set'ial ouaber. 14 en 45.13(a)(3). -

It is our opiaioa that the engine data plate required under Section 45.11 is 
the <mly source of 1denttfy1ng infonaattoa for an e~ne, since it alone 
contaiTUJ the manufacturer'• serial DW!llber for the eniine as a unit. The 
serial nu~ber remains the sole identification of the e~ine for the duration 
of ita useful existence. 'Ibe ideutif1C*tioa 1• not altered by the 
replacement of a module, such•• the gaa generator section or the pow9r 
aection. An engine which bae undergone aucb a change* therefore, 1• 
identified by the saae eerial nu•ber ae•igned by the t1anufacturer at the 
tine of it• initial c01!lplet10tt, •• indicated 01l the enJine data plate. 

'nle practice of referring to the engine data plate for the e~ine aerial 
number ta followed by FAA aircraft engineering -personnel, aa well•• by 
engine 1111un1facturera. We have telephonically confinned thta with the FAA 
Office of Ai?"WOrthinese ln Yaahtniton, n.c. and with representatives froa 
Pratt and Uhitaey-Canada, Ltd., nd Garret Ailtesearctt, Inc. 

We auggeat that the ael'lal 11UR1bera on the power and ga "enerator aeetiona 
referred to in your letter mey be the serial numbers for critical c012p0nenta 
authorized under 14 CFI. 45.14. Thia eect1on pernite marking of a cOllponent 
with. a serial nU1Dbel" if the Airworthinu• Uid.tat.ioas eectio11 of a 
Manufaeturer'• Maintenance Manual apecifi .. a re~lacement ti,ae or inspection 
interval for that part • .la you may be aware, the power and 1•• generator 
sect10ft8 of a turboprop engine are life-limited and require replacement 
after a specified len~tb of uae. The modules, then, ;say have a 11tanufacturer's 
aerial nttl!ber distinct fro. that assigned to the en;ine •••unit. However, 
the module serial nUttbel' should not be lllistaltea for the engine aerial number 
for puTJ>osea of identifying the •ngine. an4 shoul4 ftOt be used to identify the 
cm.giae in conv..,.ancea to be recorded with the le~iatry. 



Ye recolfflM!ftd that you a.ec~rtain the en~tne idanttfieation l'IUm~r by consult
in( vtth the ~anufactur@r aa to the locattou of the englfte data plate on tbe 
cn~iu@. Once the en1tne data plate ia located, tne identification 11umber 
ep~cified th@reta ahould be ~•ed tn all c01a'Wlyaaces filed vith the 
~,tfstTY• 

Sincerely, 
Orr.tti . 

.•• ::. ~' '"11te 
~ · ~-w, 11: s t1 by: 

Joseph•• Sta~"'1~ 
Aeronautical Center Counsel 

cc: 

AA0-7:AJiodrigues:l.al:2296:10-16-85 


