July 25, 1985

Michael F. Chenowith, Eaq.
311 Sounthwest 3rd Avenue
Miamt, Florida 33130

“~

Re: N544Y; International Afrcraft
v Alr Cargo, Inc., et al.

Dear Mr. Chenowith:

Your letter of June 21, 1985, to thae FAA Atrcraft Registry has been referred

to thie office for rasponse., We have reviewed the Couplaint for Demages and

Injunctive Rellef you sent to them for recordation againat the aircraft,
. and have detertined that for the reasons given below it cannot be recorded.

‘The Federal Aviation Act of 1958 (49 D.8.C. 1301 et seq.) authorizes only
"conveyances” to be recorded agaiust sirvcraft (49 U.S.C. 1403(s)). '
“Conveyance™ 18 defined at 49 U.5.C, 1301(20) to mean "a bill of sale,
contract of tonditional sale, nortgege, sssignment of mortgage or other
instrunent affecting titlea to, or interost im property,” Coneistent
opinions of counsel interpret this to mssn 1) consensual instruments (with
certain ststutory exceptions not pertineot here), and 2) those vhich affect
an ivmediste, as opposed to an inchoate interest, in aircraft. Various
cases specifically {dentify the FAA recording syetem as a conveyance system,
not a notice system. For instance, see Feldanan v, Philadalphis National
Bank, 408 F. Supp. 24. Your Complaint does not affect an interest in the
aircraft and is not a conveyance, For these reasons, we respectfully
decline to associste your Complaiat for Dameges and Injunctive Relief with
the aircraft f{le, Your Complaint for Demages and Injunctive Relief {s

returned.
8inceraly,
Joseph R, Standell
Aeronautical Center Counsel i
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