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>.in your letter of November 25, 2003, you state " ... this request is;based upon our discussion 
. concerning operation of an imported aircraft on a pink slip. . The foreign registration of an 
aircraft will be cancelled. Prior to the cancellation of the foreign registration, the aircraft was 
flown to the United States. Onc.e the aircraft was located in the United States, the foreign 

. registration was cancelled, notice of the .deregistratioll was provided to th6 Federal Aviation 
Administration (the "FAA'') and the approptjate ownership and registration documents were 

· filed with the FM. Please assume that the deregistration telex and all documents will be 
acceptable to the FAA. The issue is whether the aircraft can operate domestically on the pink 
sµp, pending registration and issuance of the Temporary Certificate of Registration: The parties 
believe that .since the aircraft will be operated domestically; the applicable U.S. Treaty 
obligations, customarily prohibiting operation of an imported aircraft pendirig registration, are 
not applicable: This request does not take into consideration any operational issues, such as 
issuance ofa .Certificate of Airworthiness or a ferry permit,. which will be addressed by the 
parties.". · · · 

You go on to ". . . respectfully request your opinion as to whether domestic operation of an 
· imported aircraft located within the Continental United States under a pink slipis permitted prior 
· to registration of the.aircraft." ' 

• The answer is yes. 

Although Chapter IU of the Chicago Convention (Articles 17 through 21),discussesnationality 
of aircraft, it appears that only Articles 29 and Articles 20 are pertinent b;ere. Article 29(a) 
requires aircraft of a contracting State to carry its "certificate of registration'' while ·engaged in 
international navigation (i.e. outside the United States), In the same vein, Article 20 requires 
aircraft engaged in international navigation to bear its appropriate nationality and registration 
marks: 

· ,49 U,S.C. 44101(b)(3) states that a person may operate an aitc!aft in the United States that.is not 
.registered for. a reasonable period of time after a transfer ·of ownership;: under regulations 

.. prescribed by the Administrator [emphasis added]. Since the U.S. statute re~tricts ''pink cppy" 
operati,;>ns to those within tqe United States, and ~ince Article 29 of the Conyerttion pertains only 
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to international navigation, Article 29 does not appear relevant. 
'Guideliries, Section 2,Ll, pan1graphtwo.) 

l· 
(See :FAA Examination 

t4.C.F.R. 47J1(b) implemerits the U.S. statute by allowing the pink copy tCl act as temporary 
authority to operate without registration (only for operations in the U.S. 49 U.S.C. 44101(b)(3) 
and 14 C.F.R. 91.203(a)(2)) .. 

1-I?Wever, 14 C.F .R .. 47.31 (b) first requires complianqe With 14 C.F .R .47 .31( a) which inter alia 
requites.· evidence. of ownership consistent with 14 C,F.R. 47.37(a)(2) and evidence of 
<:!lllcelh1tion of foreign registration consistent with 14 C.F.R. 47.37(a)(3). (IIi. youi letter you 
implied.ly askus to assume that 14 C.F.R. 4}.31 and 14 C.F.R47.37 will be cqmplied~th.) · 

Additionally, 1.4. C.F,R. 47.3l(a)(l) requires compliance with Section 47.15"if appFcable. In 
yqur sctinario~ since the.aircraft has been sold and foreimregistrationwill ha1e ended before the 
ajrcraft}s operated, a U.S. identification number must have .been obtained from the FAA Aircraft 
Registry in accordance. with Subsection 4 7 .15( a )(3) . 

. In suninmry, OllCe the aircraffhas met the requirements of Sections 4731 anl'.47.37; and has its 
· U.S. identification number oil. the aircraft, it may be operated in the T.Jnited States for up to 90 
· days do))Sistellt withJ4 C.F.R. 47.15(a)(3)(ii) and 14 C.F.R. 47.3l(b), This opinion does not 

address airworj:hiness i ues. · 
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