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SUMMARY

This paper presents AEEC 623 DCL issues that have recently been reported on Airbus aircraft. Corrections and suggested way-forward are also described. 
1. INTRODUCTION
1.1 Since the introduction of the A321-NEO aircraft in the ANZ fleet, whenever they request a Departure Clearance (DCL) in Auckland, crews systematically need to overwrite the default A321 A/C type by A21N on the DEPARTURE REQUEST page (otherwise the DCL request is rejected by the Airways New Zealand ground system). The A21N is the official ICAO F-PLN Code to characterize an A321-NEO aircraft.
1.2 Similar issues with the A350 have also been reported with some European ATC ground systems.
2. DISCUSSION
2.1 The A/C type is a mandatory field element of the AEEC 623 DCL. On Airbus aircraft, this element is usually automatically filled in by the FMS.
2.2 As per ED-85 A, the A/C type could be considered as one of the means for the ATCo system to perform the required correlation between the  received DCL and the ICAO F-PLN filed in the FDPS. The following extract applies:
ITR_G 6 The ATS ground system or the Controller shall ensure using all the available data that the valid received RCD message can be associated unambiguously with the corresponding Flight Plan in the corresponding FDPS, whenever available. This correlation should be based at least, but not necessarily only, on the Aircraft Identification.
2.3 On all Airbus FANS systems currently in use, the defaulted A/C Type can be manually overwritten. Unfortunately, the forthcoming FANS C software (also referred to as ATSU version CSB9/CLR9) will no longer allow this manual overwrite, thus leading to the following mismatches between the A/C Type defaulted values and those defined in the ICAO F-PLN.
2.4 The following mismatches have been listed:
o For the A350, the expected ICAO types are:

· A359 for the A350-900

· A35K for the A350-1000
whereas the DCL will be auto-filled with A350 
o For the  A380, the expected ICAO type is 

· A388 whereas the DCL will be auto-filled with A380 
o For the A320-NEO Family the expected ICAO types are A19N, A20N, A21N whereas the auto-fill will be A319, A320, A321 
o For the A330- NEO, the expected ICAO type is A338 (for the A330-800) and  A339 (for A330-900) whereas A332 or A333 will be auto-filled.
2.5 From AIRAC 2/2019 (Jan 31, 2019) Airways New Zealand has implemented an aircraft type equivalency table in their DCL system. This allowed it to consider, for e.g. A321 as equivalent to A21N. So as to keep updated such an equivalency table, Airbus will issue appropriate information should a new change occur (modifications/new entries to the Airbus A/C type list within ICAO doc8643)
2.6 Waiting for a correction of the defaulted values or to at least re-introducing the manual overwrite capability in the airborne DCL request, Airbus will modify their Airworthiness Approval Summary documents per each A/C Family types to report this DCL issue and to recommend that ATC systems
· Either do not perform the check of the RCD A/C type received with the ICAO filed F-PLN.
· Or implement an equivalence table in their software to allow for this check to pass when the A/C types are sufficiently consistent (e.g. A21N ↔ A321, A359 ↔ A350…) 
3. ACTION BY THE MEETING
3.1 The meeting is invited to: 

a)
Note the described DCL issue with Airbus aircraft

b)
Consider the Airbus recommendation that ATC ground systems do not perform the DCL A/C Type check with the ICAO F-PLN or follow the Airways New Zealand implementation of an a/c type equivalency table to cope with the Airbus A/C type. 
