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SUMMARY

This paper presents Asia Pacific (APAC) ICAO outcomes of meetings and workshops held over the past year that may affect, or be of interest to, the ISPACG/33 meeting participants.  
1.
INTRODUCTION

1.1 The Asia Pacific (APAC) International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) deliberates in five main areas, namely, Air Traffic Management (ATM), Communications, Navigation, and Surveillance (CNS), Meteorological (MET), Regional Airspace Safety Monitoring Advisory Group (RASMAG), and Aerodrome Operations and Planning (AOP).  There are working groups, task forces, and coordinating groups in these areas, reporting ultimately to their respective subgroups – ATM Subgroup, CNS Subgroup, MET Subgroup, RASMAG, and AOP Subgroup.  The highest technical ICAO APAC deliberative body, Asia Pacific Air Navigation Planning and Implementation Regional Group (APANPIRG), reviews the reports and decisions and draft conclusions from the working groups, task forces, coordinating groups, and subgroups, and provides approval or alternative actions.

1.2 This paper presents Asia Pacific (APAC) ICAO outcomes of meetings and workshops held over the past year that may affect, or be of interest to, the ISPACG/33 meeting participants.
2.
DISCUSSION

Air Traffic Management 

2.1
Asia Pacific Unmanned Aircraft System (APUAS) Task Force (4-7 March 2019, Bangkok, Thailand) 

https://www.icao.int/APAC/Meetings/Pages/2019-APUAS-TF3.aspx
2.1.1

The objective of the APUAS/TF is to develop guidance material for the regulation and safe operation of unmanned aircraft systems, UAS, (other than remotely piloted aircraft systems (RPAS), that fall within the scope of the ICAO RPAS Panel) within non-segregated airspace from an ATM perspective by November 2019, that supports the 
Asia/Pacific Seamless ATM Plan. 
2.1.2  
The FAA reported on its processes for authorization or exclusion of operations of small UAS near aerodromes: (a) a manual process through the FAA UAS portal called the Drone Zone and (b) an automation process called the Low Altitude Authorization and Notification Capability (LAANC).  LAANC involves the near real-time processing of airspace authorization below approved altitudes in controlled airspace.
2.1.3 
The meeting completed the development of final draft guidance material for the regulation and safe operation of UAS, which will be finalized offline and submitted for review and approval by the ATM SG in August.  Upon ATM SG approval of the guidance material the APUAS TF will be dissolved.
2.2
Procedures for Ballistic Launch/Space Re-entry Management 

https://www.icao.int/APAC/Meetings/Pages/2018-ATM-SG6.aspx
2.2.1
The ATM SG meeting recommended that to improve State planning and preparation for ballistic launch and space re-entry activities, in order to reduce adverse effects on airspace users and ANSPs, States are urged to: (1) ensure adoption and sensitization of the ballistic launch/space re-entry expectations contained with the Asia/Pacific Seamless ATM Plan; and (2) institutionalize the related guidance and State Planning Checklist.  

2.3
 GADSS Aircraft Tracking Requirement 
             https://www.icao.int/APAC/Meetings/Pages/2018-ATM-SG6.aspx
2.3.1
The ATM SG recommended that to support compliance with the Global Aeronautical Distress and Safety System (GADSS) aircraft tracking requirements applicable 08 November 2018 that: a) States should provide information to the ICAO APAC Regional Office where actual Air Traffic Control tracking capability does not meet the GADSS requirements in their area of responsibility, together with a timeline for promulgation of regulatory requirements for airlines to submit requests for variations and exemptions; and b) ICAO HQ be requested to ensure that other ICAO regions affected take action in accordance with a), and consolidate the information to make it available to all aircraft operators and States. 

2.4 
Asia/Pacific Search and Rescue Update
2.4.1 

ICAO provided an update on Search and Rescue (SAR) for the Asia/Pacific, from the Third Meeting of the Asia/Pacific SAR Workgroup (APSAR/WG/3, Bangkok, 21 – 23 May 2018). APSAR/WG/3 had discussed Circular 347 Aircraft Tracking Implementation Guidelines related to the GADSS, as provisions contained in Annex 6, Part I paragraph 3.5 would become applicable on 08 November 2018.  IATA stressed that GADSS (and in particular the new tracking requirements) had implementation issues, largely due to the lack of complete guidance material and implementation data. 

Communications, Navigation and Surveillance 

2.5 
Common AeRonautical Virtual Private Network (CRV)

https://www.icao.int/APAC/Meetings/Pages/2019-CRV-OG5.aspx
2.5.1
At the recently concluded CRV meeting (CRV/OG/5), Hong Kong, China informed the meeting that CRV-Voice between Hong Kong and Manila serving Inter Area Speech Circuit (IASC) was successfully implemented in August 2018.  Taking a phased approach, implementation of CRV-Data for ATSMHS is planned for March 2019.  The very first CRV-voice implementation served as a showcase encouraging States/Administrations in the region to implement CRV to reap early benefits.  The meeting congratulated Hong Kong China and the Philippines for the successful operational use of CRV in the APAC Region.

2.5.2  
The FAA plans the following cutover between the end of February and early March:       -
 AMHS with Australia/Fiji/NZ
 
- Voice with Australia/Fiji/NZ

2.6
Revised ADS-B Version 2 ADS-B Out Forward Fit Equipage 

https://www.icao.int/APAC/Meetings/Pages/2018-APANPIRG29.aspx
2.6.1 
 APANPIRG agreed to shift the forward-fit mandate date to align with the U.S. and European fitment date. The meeting also noted that ATM SG had also endorsed the proposal. Hence, the meeting adopted the following Conclusion: 

2.6.2 
That, States/Administrations in APAC Region be strongly encouraged to mandate that registered aircraft with a maximum certified take-off mass exceeding 5 700 kg or having a maximum cruising true airspeed capability greater than 250 knots, with a date of manufacture on or after 1 January 2020 be equipped with ADS-B avionics compliant with Version 2 ES (equivalent to RTCA DO-260B) or later version. 

2.7 
Performance Based Navigation (PBN)

2.7.1
PBN Approach Charts – Regional Plan for Transition from RNAV to RNP


https://www.icao.int/APAC/Meetings/Pages/2018-APANPIRG29.aspx 


2.7.2 
The APANPIRG meeting noted that with the publication of ICAO Circular 353, Transition Planning for Change to Instrument Flight Procedure Approach Chart Identification from RNAV to RNP, States were urged to begin the necessary work, as outlined in the Circular, to assist with the development of the regional plan to amend these charts. The APANPIRG agreed that the text of this Circular should be used to assist States in drafting their State transition plans, and that a regional plan should be developed for the conversion of all PBN approach charts to the new format identification and communicated to ICAO HQ by June 2019.
Meteorological (MET)
2.8
Volcanic Ash Exercises

2.8.1 
APANPIRG/28 noted that the APAC VOLCEX/SG had organized, conducted and completed debriefing on two volcanic ash exercises in the APAC Region: VOLPHIN 16/02 in Philippines, 18 August 2016; and VOLPHIN 17/01 in Indonesia, 23 February 2017.  The future work plan included volcanic ash exercises for the following locations/dates: 


 Papua New Guinea/ Feb 2018 (APAC VOLCEX 18/01) 


 Indonesia, Sumatra/Aug 2018 (APAC VOLCEX 18/02) 


 Solomon Islands, Tonga or Vanuatu/Feb 2019 (APAC VOLCEX 19/01) 


 North-east Asia, Republic of Korea/Aug 2019 (APAC VOLCEX 19/02) 


 Philippines/Feb 2020 (APAC VOLCEX 20/01) 

Regional Airspace Safety Monitoring Advisory Group (RASMAG)
2.9
 PBCS Readiness 
2.9.1 
Despite two APANPIRG Conclusions urging States to take action and to report implementation status it was unclear why many aircraft could not file PBCS indicators in flight plans. This would mean a ‘mixed-mode’ environment in Performance-Based Communications and Surveillance (PBCS) airspace that could require considerable effort from ATC to minimize the impact on operations. 

2.9.2 
The following Asia/Pacific States had reported implementing PBCS operations in their Flight Information Regions (FIR)s, and were completing, in full or in part, the regulatory processes supporting aircraft operator readiness for PBCS: 

 

PBCS FIRs: China, Fiji, Indonesia, Japan, New Zealand, Singapore, USA. 



Aircraft Operator Readiness: China, Japan, New Zealand, Singapore, USA. 

3.
ACTION BY THE MEETING

3.1
The meeting is invited to: 


a)
Note the above information provided on some of the ICAO APAC and States’ activities in the Asia Pacific region
