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· Thanks very much,   everyone.    And on behalf of President George W. Bush and Secretary of Transportation Mary Peters,   welcome to the fourth annual International Aviation Safety Forum.

· Attendance for this annual coming together of aviation’s top safety advocates has eclipsed the 400 mark this year…   and we’re still counting.

· You have traveled from all parts of the world …        35 nations by last count.     Many of you have flown across different time zones to be here for this singular opportunity to reach a goal…   two goals, actually:    to achieve the lowest possible accident rate,    and to constantly improve safety.  
· Today and tomorrow,   you’ll hear from the people who know aviation safety best.     They’re the ones who ask the tough questions…   the who…   the where…   and the why…   all in an effort to prevent the next accident from happening.  
· When it comes to identifying risks,   aviation is serving as a model for other forms of transportation here in the United States.

· When President Bush asked me to join the Department of Transportation,   I know safety was a key part of our mission.

· So I sat down with Nick Sabatini and some of our other safety experts.

· We talked about why it is that,   year in and year out,   aviation leads other modes of transportation when it comes to identifying where the risks lie…   and what to do about them.

· It’s all about collaboration…   learning from each other.    We all need to be on the same page.    In fact,   we’ve scheduled the first plenary session this morning on that very topic.

· Dialogue is strongly encouraged here.     Working together puts us in the best position to extend…   even improve upon…  the incredible period of safety that we’re experiencing.

· Last year’s safety record was encouraging…   one accident for every 1.5 million commercial flights worldwide.

· There are a lot of folks in this room who can claim credit for that achievement.     I’m not going to name them all,   but you know who you are,   and I want to say thank you.
· We need to build on that success.     That’s something everyone here agrees on. 
· But let’s face it,   we’re not always going to be in accord on everything.    And that’s OK too.
· Sometimes we learn more about our similarities when we work through our differences.     
· I am reminded of a story when I was in the Coast Guard…   serving a tour of duty in Alaska.  
· Boating safety is a critically important part of the Coast Guard mission.     I mention that because off the Alaskan coast,   the United States shares a maritime boundary with Russia.  
· On either side of this boundary is a 200-mile wide area.     It’s called an exclusive economic zone … or E-E-Z.

· Coast Guard cutters and aircraft patrol this maritime boundary line as part of the service’s mission to protect the borders and economic interests of the United States.

· Well,   back in the summer of 1999,   there was an incident.     Some Russian fishermen had used their ships to block the Coast Guard from seizing a Russian vessel suspected of fishing in the U.S. Zone.

· The incident became quite heated.     So               I ordered the vessel turned over to Russian authorities.     I then contacted a Russian general to arrange a meeting in the United States to discuss what happened.

· The meeting went better than expected.     It helped improve communications between our nations…    and today,   there is a direct communication link between our respective command centers.

· What does any of this have to do with global aviation safety?    
· There’s a lesson we can all learn from the story I’ve just shared.     In the long term,   our opportunities for cooperation go beyond our differences.

· Safety doesn’t know any borders.     It doesn’t recognize language and cultural differences. 
· We all have to be of one mind when it comes to improving global aviation safety.       

· When you head back home,   I hope you remember this. 

· Aviation’s history is built on ideas turned into reality.     Over and over,   we’ve watched aviation make enormous strides in a short span.

· It’s happening right now in aviation safety.    Over the last 10 years,   we’ve achieved a 49 percent improvement in the accident rate worldwide.      49 percent!     That’s huge.
· But let’s not forget   –   we can always do better.     That’s why we’re here.

· So let me conclude this morning so you can get on with the important work of this forum.     My sincere thanks again to each you again for traveling all this way…   and for being a part of this remarkable time for aviation.
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