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FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018 directs the FAA to:
Provide an opportunity for at least 60 days of public comment with respect 

to the use of the New York North Shore Helicopter Route 
(14 CFR Part 93, subpart H)

Today’s workshop will provide an 
opportunity to comment and can 
address questions you may have 
regarding:

• North Shore Rule & Rulemaking
• Helicopter Regulations
• Helicopter Operations

FAA is inviting comments:

• Did implementation of the Rule 
result in more or less helicopter 
noise in your community 
compared to levels you 
experienced prior to 
implementation of the Rule?

• Are helicopter operators adhering 
to the Rule?

• Are there alternative or 
supplemental routes you believe 
will reduce the noise without 
jeopardizing the safe operation of 
aircraft?

• Should the Rule be extended, 
modified, or allowed to expire in 
2020?

Submit your comments in 
person today, or online:

www.regulations.gov
Docket # FAA-2018-0954.  

Comments must be received 
by January 1, 2019
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14 CFR Part 93, Subpart H

93.101 Applicability
This subpart prescribes a special air traffic rule for civil helicopters operating VFR 
along the North Shore, Long Island, New York, between August 6, 2012, and August 6, 
2020.

93.103 Helicopter Operations
(a) Unless otherwise authorized, each person piloting a helicopter along Long Island, 
New York’s northern shoreline between the VPLYD waypoint and Orient Point, shall 
utilize the North Shore Helicopter route and altitude, as published. 

(b) Pilots may deviate from the route and altitude requirements of paragraph (a) when 
necessary for safety, weather conditions or transitioning to or from a destination or 
point of landing.

Use of North Shore Helicopter Route
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• October 2007, Senator Charles Schumer and Representative Tim Bishop conducted a 
meeting with the FAA, local helicopter operators and airport proprietors to address noise 
complaints stemming from helicopter operations along the north shore of Long Island.

• The Voluntary North Shore Route was developed and published on May 8, 2008.

• In 2012, use of North Shore Route was made mandatory for helicopters operating between 
waypoint VPLYD and Orient Point along the north shore of Long Island at or above 2,500 feet 
mean sea level (MSL).

History of the North Shore Route
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• A response to continued concerns from a large number of local residents 
who are disturbed by the level of noise from helicopters operating over 
Long Island.

• Allow for a pilot to deviate from the published altitudes and routes when 
necessary for safety, weather, or when transitioning to or from a point of 
landing.

• Relieve and protect the public health and welfare from aircraft noise.

• Other than from necessary deviations or transitions, the noise from 
helicopters would be over water.

• Does not preclude the use of the South Shore Route at pilot discretion.

Purpose of North Shore Route 
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• EO 13771- Reducing 
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Pre-Rulemaking 
Activities

• TRADE Agreement Act
• Small Business Regulatory Enforcement Fairness Act
• Regulatory Flexibility Act
• Unfunded Mandate Reform Act
• Paperwork Reduction Act
• National Environmental Policy Act
• Trade Agreements Act

• OMB Circular A-4
• EO 13132 – Federalism
• EO 13211 – Energy Supply, Distribution or Use
• EO – 2 for 1; Controlling Regulatory Costs
• EO 13777 – Enforcing the Regulatory Reform Agenda
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Minimum Safe Altitudes 
Except when necessary for takeoff or landing, 
aircraft must be at the following altitudes: 

(a)Anywhere. An altitude that will permit an 
emergency landing if an engine fails without 
undue hazard to persons or property on the 
surface. 

(b) Over congested areas. An altitude of 1,000 
feet above the highest obstacle within a 
horizontal radius of 2,000 feet of the aircraft. 

(c) Over other areas. An altitude of 500 feet above the surface, or over open water not closer 
than 500 feet to any person, vessel, vehicle, or structure.

(d) Helicopters. Minimum altitudes in (b) and (c) do not apply. The pilot may operate at any 
altitude if s/he can execute a safe landing in an emergency if an engine fails. However, the pilot 
must comply with any routes or altitudes specifically prescribed for helicopters by the FAA. 

NOTE: For Commuter and On-Demand Operators, except when necessary for takeoff or 
landing, over a congested area, a helicopter must be at least 300 feet above the ground.
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14 CFR Part 93, Subpart H § 91.155

a) Airspace category table established for Class A,B,C,D,E & G:

Class G:
1,200 feet or less above the surface (regardless of MSL altitude).

For Helicopters:
Day - ½ Statute Mile 
Night - 1 Statute Mile

(b) Class G Airspace. Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph (a) of this section, 
the following operations may be conducted in Class G airspace below 1,200 feet above 
the surface.

(1) Helicopter. A helicopter may operate clear of clouds in an airport traffic pattern within 
½ mile of the runway or helipad of intended landing if the flight visibility is not less than 
½ statute mile.

Basic VFR Weather Minimums
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Overview Chart

§93.101 Applicability.
This subpart prescribes a special air traffic rule for civil helicopters operating VFR along the North Shore, Long 
Island, New York, between August 6, 2016 and August 6, 2020.
93.103 Helicopter operations.
(a) Unless otherwise authorized, each person piloting a helicopter along Long Island, New York's northern 
shoreline between the VPLYD waypoint and Orient Point, shall utilize the North Shore Helicopter route and 
altitude, as published.
(b) Pilots may deviate from the route and altitude requirements of paragraph (a) of this section when necessary for 
safety, weather conditions or transitioning to or from a destination or point of landing.
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New York City Chart
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Eastern Long Island Chart

§93.101 Applicability.
This subpart prescribes a special air traffic rule for civil helicopters operating VFR along the North Shore, Long 
Island, New York, between August 6, 2016 and August 6, 2020.
93.103 Helicopter operations.
(a) Unless otherwise authorized, each person piloting a helicopter along Long Island, New York's northern 
shoreline between the VPLYD waypoint and Orient Point, shall utilize the North Shore Helicopter route and 
altitude, as published.
(b) Pilots may deviate from the route and altitude requirements of paragraph (a) of this section when necessary for 
safety, weather conditions or transitioning to or from a destination or point of landing.
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IFR versus VFR Flight Definitions
Instrument Flight Rules (IFR)

• Air Traffic Control specifies 
route and altitude to be flown.

• Permits flight in clouds.

• Air Traffic Control responsible 
for separation from other 
aircraft and terrain.

Visual Flight Rules (VFR)

• Pilot chooses route and altitude 
to be flown.

• Pilot responsible to remain clear 
of clouds. 

• Pilot responsible to see and 
avoid other aircraft and terrain.

• Pilot may elect to receive Air 
Traffic Control services. Air 
Traffic Control service consists of 
safety alerts and traffic 
advisories that assist pilot in 
seeing other aircraft.
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• VFR Routes are not generally mandatory and are selected by pilots.

• VFR Helicopter Routes provides predictable routes in high density traffic areas.

VFR Flight Details
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93.101 Applicability
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• One week helicopter tracks

• Aug 5th – 11th , 2018

• Radar tracks colored by 
altitude

• Due to normal RADAR 
limitations, helicopter 
tracks may not show low 
altitude flights or the 
decent track of landing or 
departing flights

FOK

HTO

21N

MTP

87N

Helicopter Radar Tracks

Full View of New York and Long 
Island Area

VPROK

VPLYD
VPJAY

JFK

LGA
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• One day helicopter tracks

• Aug 6th , 2018

• Radar tracks colored by 
altitude

• Due to normal RADAR 
limitations, helicopter 
tracks may not show low 
altitude flights or the 
decent track of landing or 
departing flights

LGA

Helicopter Radar Tracks

LaGuardia and surrounding area
ILS RWY 22

VPROK
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TEB
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• One day helicopter and 
LaGuardia tracks

• Aug 6th , 2018

• Radar tracks colored by 
altitude

• Due to normal RADAR 
limitations, helicopter 
tracks may not show low 
altitude flights or the 
decent track of landing or 
departing flights

LGA

Helicopter and
LaGuardia Radar Tracks

Close view of LaGuardia and 
surrounding area

ILS RWY 22

LGA Dept

LGA Dept

LGA Arr

Helicopters

LGA Missed
Approach
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ISP

Helicopter Radar Tracks

South Central Long Island

• One week helicopter tracks

• Aug 5th – 11th , 2018

• Radar tracks colored by 
altitude

• Due to normal RADAR 
limitations, helicopter 
tracks may not show low 
altitude flights or the 
decent track of landing or 
departing flights

VPROK

VPLYD

VPJAY

JFK

FRG
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ISP

Helicopter Radar Tracks

Central Long Island

• One week helicopter tracks

• Aug 5th – 11th , 2018

• Radar tracks colored by 
altitude

• Due to normal RADAR 
limitations, helicopter 
tracks may not show low 
altitude flights or the 
decent track of landing or 
departing flights
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21N

87N

Helicopter Radar Tracks

North Central Long Island

• One week helicopter tracks

• Aug 5th – 11th , 2018

• Radar tracks colored by 
altitude

• Due to normal RADAR 
limitations, helicopter 
tracks may not show low 
altitude flights or the 
decent track of landing or 
departing flights
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Helicopter Radar Tracks

North Central Long Island

• One day helicopter tracks

• Aug 6th , 2018

• Radar tracks colored by 
altitude

• Due to normal RADAR 
limitations, helicopter 
tracks may not show low 
altitude flights or the 
decent track of landing or 
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Helicopter Radar Tracks

North end of Long Island

• One week helicopter tracks

• Aug 5th – 11th , 2018

• Radar tracks colored by 
altitude

• Due to normal RADAR 
limitations, helicopter 
tracks may not show low 
altitude flights or the 
decent track of landing or 
departing flights

HTO

21N
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Helicopter Radar Tracks

North end of Long Island

• One day helicopter tracks

• Aug 6th , 2018

• Radar tracks colored by 
altitude

• Due to normal RADAR 
limitations, helicopter 
tracks may not show low 
altitude flights or the 
decent track of landing or 
departing flights
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