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An InFO contains valuable information for operators that should help them meet certain administrative, regulatory, or 
operational requirements, with relatively low urgency or impact on safety. The contents of this document do not have the force 
and effect of law and are not meant to bind the public in any way. This document is intended only to provide clarity to the 
public regarding existing requirements under the law or agency policies. 
 
Subject: New United States Code (USC) 49 Requirements for Title 14 of the Code of Federal 
Regulations (14 CFR) Part 121 Air Carriers utilizing 14 CFR Part 145 Foreign Repair Stations for Heavy 
Maintenance. 
 
Purpose: This InFO provides information to all part 121 operators that utilize part 145 foreign repair 
stations located in foreign countries on the new requirements of USC 49 § 44733. 
 
Background: The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Reauthorization Act of 2024 and 
Congressional amendments to USC 49 § 44733 now require restrictions for part 121 operators using FAA 
approved part 145 repair stations located in foreign countries. 
 
Discussion: USC 49 § 44733 prohibits part 121 Operators from entering into new contracts for heavy 
maintenance work with part 145 foreign repair stations located in an International Aviation Safety 
Assessment (IASA) program Category 2 country. § 44733 (h) states: 
 

“No part 121 air carrier may enter into a new contract for heavy maintenance work with a person 
located or headquartered in a country that the Administrator, through the International Aviation 
Safety Assessment program, has classified as Category 2, for as long as such country remains 
classified as Category 2.”  

 
Maintenance Contracts in place at the time of signing will continue to be valid until the contract ends but 
cannot be renewed or renegotiated for a longer term. 
 
FAA IASA Country ratings and information can be found at: https://www.faa.gov/about/initiatives/iasa 
 
Recommended Action: Part 121 air carriers should familiarize themselves with the information 
contained in this InFO and review 49 USC § 44733 to ensure the proper company procedures are 
established. 
 
Contact: Questions or comments regarding this InFO should be directed to the Aircraft Maintenance 
Division at (202) 267-1675, or via email at 9-AWA-AFS-INTL-Coordinator@faa.gov. 
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