2.1  Suborbital Flights - Medical Considerations

Suborbital flights are flights that typically only go to 400,000 feet in altitude (70-80 miles) and then return to earth.  Manned suborbital space flights do not need much medical capability because the brevity of the flight precludes the necessity of much medical care during flight.  This is partly due to the weight and mass consideration playing a very important role in a small spacecraft.  

In the only US manned suborbital space program, the Mercury program, there was a small medical kit, since the astronaut was only in the capsule a few hours at most, and the total flight time was less than an hour. There was only a small medical kit, and this was basically used for first aid only.  The training required to use this kit was minimal at best.  There were only two suborbital US flights involving humans in 1961.  The total duration of each flight was less than 30 minutes, and most of the total time for the astronaut in the spacecraft was actually spent on the launch pad, awaiting the launch.  

There were and would be almost no emergency return considerations, since the flights were of such a short duration, the flight could not be practically shortened. If a medical problem arose prior to launch, the flight would have been scrubbed.

