2.5  Interplanetary Missions

Whenever mankind decides to pursue the interplanetary travel the routine and emergency medical care issues will be entirely dependent on the state of medical technology and training at that time.  Since travel of this nature is probably at least one to two decades away, it would be science fiction to suppose what could be done or what could be available at that time.  

All medical care will need to be essentially independent of earth resources.  All medical capability will need to be carried onboard, because the capability or returning to the earth or the moon for definitive care will be extremely limited.

Emergency shelter considerations during interplanetary travel or on a base on a planetary surface will be similar to what is necessary on the moon since there is no known protection from something similar to a Van Allen Belt on other planets.  This leaves the radiation environment similar to that on the moon, only there is variable distances from the sun source of radiation.

There would have to be extensive recycling and use of in situ resources for production of water and oxygen at least for the transport phase since the travel itself would provide no resources within itself other than power.

Management of fatalities will be dependent on the space culture at that time, but may actually involve some sort of “burial at sea” similar to what happens on military ships at sea.  These will obviously consists of  “burials in space.”

