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The Assistant Chair, Mr.10hn Swihart, called the meetiog to order at 5:00 p.m. All attendees 
introduced tkmsclves and respectively signed the attendance sheet (Attachment I). Mr. Scott 
Hom, the Assistant Executive Dire<:tor then read the Federal Advisory Commile Act (FACA) 
statement, which detailed the conduct of the meeting. 

Mr. S .... ihan referenced this meeting's agcoda (Attachment 2), which had been published in the 
Federal Register on February 6, 2007, and IDen ga ... e an o ... erview of the meeting's objecti ... es. 

Working KfOuP presentations and status reports were conducted as described below: 

Working Group Status Report 

Da mage Tolenoee .nd fatigue £ .... Iulltion of Composite Rotorcrafl 
Structure 

Mr. Swihan stated that the proposed regulatory package concerning Damage Tolerance and 
Fatigue Evaluation of Composi te Rotorcraft Structure had heeo mailed out to committee 
member.! within IDe preceding month of this ARAC Rotorcmft Issues Group (RlG) meeting. He 
stated that it related to I taskiog record that was issued on February 28. 2000, whkh asked for a 
look inlo the possibility ofmles changes to include revisioos to Advisory Circular (AC) material. 

He further Sl3led that the working group had completed the assigned tasking, except for the 
finalization of the associated AC material, which was still awaiting completion of the preliminary 
legal review. Mr. Swihan said that the AC material would be discussed in a future meeting 
which would he announced in the Federal Register in advance. 

Mr. Swihan then asked Mr. Charles Harrison (FAA) to provide an update on the regulatory 
package and some insight on the effects of the proposed regulatory package, if and when it 
become!! adopted. 

Mr. Harrison in his brief to the committee gave example!! of the differences in the language 
changes in the proposed new regulatory material versus the old rule. He also Sl3tcd thai much.of 



the tenninology in the original AC material related to Damage Tolenmce. but was not consisten! 
with the language in the current rule. Further Mr. Harrison Slated the proposed material resolves 
these differences. 

Mr. Harrison Slated that he felt the work ing group had done a great job in producing the new 
material and that consensus was that the material was ready to be submitted to the FAA. When 
asked by Mr. Swihart if the working group fclt that the proposed preamble language met the 
required standard for clarity. and ifit enhanced the rule language, Mr. Harrison said that that he 
and the group felt confident that it did. 

Mr. Swihart then asked if AC's 27~1, and 29-2, as well as AC 20-I07A (Composite Aircraft 
Structures) were all consideted by tbe ","Orking group in their rulemaking efforts. Mr. I larrison 
responded that those AC's were considered, and ACs 27-1 and 29-2 are being updated. AC 20-
I07A general material could be accepted in its curren! form Wld will not be revised for this effort 
. Mr. Ilarrison was supported in this view by Mr. Bob Wardlaw (Bell Helicopter and Working 
Group Chair) who was in altendance by teleconference. 

Mr. Swihart theu staled that the forthcoming AC material must relate directly to the proposed 
regulatory material, and could not add to, or take away anything away from that material. He then 
asked both Mr. Harrison and Mr. Wardlaw if they felt confident that the proposed regulatory 
material developed by the working group mects the "minimum standard" statutory requiremem. 
Mr. Harrison responded thaI he felt the group had done so, to which Mr. Wardlaw agreed. 

Mr. Swihart asked the comminee ifit there were any objections from ",ithin the voting 
membership to submining the proposed regulatory malerial to the FAA. 1bere were no 
dissenting opinions, so Mr. Swihart stated thai the regulatory material would be submitted to the 
FAA for rulemaking after review and acceptance ofihe proposed AC material. 

FAA Sta tu! Reportl 

Perform~nce ~Dd H~ndling QII.litiH Requin'men ts NPRM 

Mr. Swihart gave a briefhistory ofihe Performance and Handling Qualities Requirements for 
Rotor<:ruft rulemaking, stating it bad been in e~istence for over len years. He asked Mr. 110m to 
give the FAA status report on that subject in place of Mr. Jeff Trang (FAA), who was originally 
scheduled to give the update, bul could 1101 make it 10 Ihe meeting. 

Mr. Hom stated that he been introdoccd to this particular rulemaking package originally in 
January 1994. He said that the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM) was published in luly. 
2006 and that the comment period had closed in October 2006. He fUI1her stated that three: 
comments had been received. two of which had been determined to be outside the scope of this 
NPRM. The other commenl was found 10 be within the scope of this rulemaking. 

Mr. Hom stated thai in keeping with lhe rcquircmenllo publish a final rule within 16 months of 



the closing date oflhe comment period. the final rule in this case, would n1quirc publishing by 
FebT1.llll'y 2008. He Slated tMtlhe rule was currently undergoing legal review, II!ld was being 
coordinated for further action within the FAA. There were no questions for Mr. Hom. 

Fatigue TolcrlllH E ... lullioo or Metllllic Strutturts proposw NPRM Illd AC pliekAge 

Mr. S",ihan Ihcn Stated that Mrs. Sharon Miles (FAA) would provide the FAA sWUS report on 
Fatigue Tolerance Evaluation ofMetallit Structures II!ld its associated AC pai:kage. Mrs. Miles 
51ated that this rulemaking package WlIS undergoing internal coordination within the "'AA and it 
was expected that an NPRM would be published possibly sometime in the $Ulluncr of2007. 
lbere were no questions for Mrs. Miles. 

Qlher Busiacs! 

Mr. Swihart stated that there was no other business 10 be conducted at this meeting. bul that be 
expected cbere would be WlOther medi.ng in the next few months 10 discuss AC malerial 
associated with Dama&e Tolerance and Fatigue: EvalUll1ion ofComposile Rolorcnaft S~ 

Mr. Swihart chose this point to discuss another issue relaled 10 the Composile Rotorcmft 
Struclures rulemaking. lie stated that during the initiRl stages of thaI ruJcDlllking project. the 
Joinl Aviation Authorities OAA) was still in existence, and that thert had been partieipatioo by 
the 1AA. However, the European Aviatioo Safety Agency (EASA) bad since replaced the JAA. 
and unlike the JAA, had de<:ided they would oot participate in ARAC. Mr. Swihart stated that a 
copy of the package submined to the FAA "ill be sent to EASA (or their information .. 

"' ulun MHtilCI 

Mr. Swihart again stated thatthcre would probllbly be 8 meeting with the next few months 10 

discuss the AC materials: he also said that the next regulllTly scheduled ARAC RlG meeting will 
take plllCC in Houston. Texas in 2008 during Heli-Expo. He reminded the committee that a notice 
would be published in the Fedentl Register well in advance of all RlG meetings, and also thai the 
minutes of this particular meeting would be available on tbe ARAC website. 

The meeting adjourned at 5:43 p.m. 

1\11!:ndaDce: 

Twenty-one people (2 by teleconference), iuehlding committee members. alternates, and 
governmeol employees, a ttended the Mmeh I, 2007, Aviation Ruh:making Advisnry Olmmittct: 
meeting on Rotorcrafl: Issues, 

Public Notifiellion 

'!lw: Federal Register published an II11llOW1CCII1cot o rthc: meeting on f ebT1.llll'y 6 , 2007 

-



(72 FR 5487). 

Appro ... [ 

[certify the minutes are accurate. 

~~ Mr. John Swjhan 
Assistant Chair for ARAC RolOrcraft hlsues Issued: March 26. 2007 
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AGENDA 
ARAC RIG Meeting 

Orange County Convention Center, West Building 
Orlando, Florida 

March 1, 2007, 5:00PM, EST 
 
Call to Order       Mr. John Swihart  
 
Self Introduction       All Present 
 
Administrative Guidance      Mr. Scott Horn 
 
Working Group Status Reports: 
 

Discussion and Approval of 
Damage Tolerance and Fatigue    Mr. Charles Harrison 
Evaluation of Composite 
Rotorcraft Structure (proposed  
regulatory and advisory circular 
material package) 

 
FAA Status Report: 
 

Performance and Handling    Jeff Trang 
Qualities Requirements NPRM 

 
Fatigue Tolerance Evaluation of Metallic  Sharon Miles 
Structures proposed NPRM and AC package 

 
Other Business       Mr. John Swihart 
 
Future Meetings       Mr. John Swihart 
 
Adjourn        Mr. John Swihart 
 
Minutes of this meeting will be available on the FAA web site at:  
http://www.faa.gov/regulations_policies/rulemaking/committees/arac/ 
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