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SAFETY OVERSIGHT AND CERTIFICATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE (SOCAC) 
MEETING AGENDA 

November 13, 2019 ***1:00 PM – 3:00 PM 
 

• Welcome and Introductions  

• Federal Advisory Committee Act (FACA) Statement 

• Overview of FACA  

• Overview of Aviation Safety (AVS) organization 

• Overview of SOCAC  

• Other Business 

 

https://www.faa.gov/regulations_policies/rulemaking/committees/documents/index.cfm/committee/browse/committeeID/717
https://www.faa.gov/regulations_policies/rulemaking/committees/documents/index.cfm/committee/browse/committeeID/717
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Federal Advisory Committee Act (FACA)
• FACA governs SOCAC’s activities

– FACA, Title 5 of the United States Code, Appendix 2

• FACA states that:
– Unless specified by a law or presidential directive, advisory 

committees must be used solely for advisory functions;
– Standards and uniform procedures should govern the advisory 

committee’s establishment, operation, administration, and duration; 
and

– Congress and the public must be kept informed of the advisory 
committee’s purpose, membership, activities, and cost.

• FACA also includes requirements on:
– Advisory committee procedures, 
– Meetings, 
– Publication of notices in the Federal Register, 
– Annual reports, 
– Federal officer or employee attendance, and 
– Recordkeeping requirements. 

2



Federal Aviation
Administration

Establishing a Federal Advisory Committee
• A formal charter must be prepared 

and must be filed with the agency 
head, the Library of Congress, the 
appropriate standing committees 
of the Senate and the House of 
Representatives, and the CMS 
before the FAC can meet or take 
any action. 

• The charter is informed by, and 
must be consistent with, the 
Membership Balance Plan that is 
prepared for each FAC. 

• A FAC automatically terminates 
two years after its date of 
establishment unless the statutory 
authority used to establish the 
FAC provides a different duration 
or charter is renewed.

• A notice to the public in the 
Federal Register is required when 
a discretionary advisory committee 
is established, renewed, or 
reestablished.  

• Advance notice must appear at 
least 15 calendar days before the 
charter is filed.

• Requirement for advanced notice 
does not apply to advisory 
committee renewals, which may be 
published concurrently with the 
filing of the charter.
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How FACA Applies to Advisory Committees
• FACA requires that, when conducting meetings, the 

FAA must:
– Prepare a notice of meeting for publication in the Federal Register at 

least 15 calendar days before the meeting.

– Keep detailed meeting minutes.

– Make documents available to the public at a single location for 
copying and inspection.

– Certify the accuracy of meeting minutes.

– Provide an annual report documenting the meetings, the number of 
recommendations received, the recommendations accepted in full, 
partial, and not accepted, travel, etc.
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Membership
• The Secretary will appoint all FACA membership to 

parent committees.
– Secretary will approve the committee Chair and Vice Chair.

• Non-voting membership designations are prohibited 
unless otherwise required by statute. 

• All nominations shall be reviewed by the FAA Ethics 
Official for proper classification prior to submission to 
OST.
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Member Responsibilities
• Committee members shall prepare all committee 

reports, recommendations, and other similar committee 
work products.

• The member is expected to attend meetings.

• The member may only speak with Congress and the 
media in his or her personal capacity. 
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Designated Federal Officer (DFO) or DFO 
Designee Responsibilities

(1)  Perform the duties assigned to the DFOs pursuant to FACA and its implementing 
regulations;

(2)  Prepare required FACA committee documentation, including charters and membership 
balance plans, in accordance with Agency and GSA formatting guidelines;

(3)  Ensure that all individuals recommended for appointment to a committee are properly vetted;

(4)  Manage technical, administrative, and other arrangements for meetings;

(5)  Ensure detailed minutes of each FACA committee meeting, including ones that are closed or 
partially closed to the public, are kept, and ensure they are certified in accordance with 41 CFR 
102-3.165;

(6)  Complete the Annual Comprehensive Review and keep the GSA FACA database up-to-
date; 

(7)  Manage committee records in accordance with General Records Schedule 6.2; and

(8)  Take annual FACA training.
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Subcommittee
• FACA subcommittees must report back to the parent committee and must 

not provide advice or work product directly to the agency or to another 
subcommittee. 

• All nominations must be reviewed by the FAA’s Ethics Official before an 
individual is appointed to a subcommittee.

• Not required to hold public meetings or announce meetings in the Federal 
Register.

• Not required to take minutes.
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FAA FAC Approval Process

Step 8: S-1 approves membership; FAC may begin meeting

Step 7: FAA recommends membership for S-1 approval

Step 6: CMO files charter

Step 5: Publish Federal Register Notice announcing new FAC and solicit new members (for discretionary FAC, must publish at least 15 days 
before filing charter)

Step 4: FAA Administrator signs charter 

Step 3: Secretary of Transportation approves establishment of charter

Step 2: DOT and GSA reviews charter

Step 1: FAA drafts charter and Federal Register Notice 
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Aviation Life Cycle

Determine  
design meets 
performance 
& 
certification 
standards 

Issue design 
approvals 
(type 
certificates)

Evaluate 
manufacturers 
quality and 
production  
systems  

Issue 
production 
approval 
(Production 
Certificate)

Issue original 
airworthiness 
certificate 

Certify Pilots:
 Technical 

competencies
 Medical 

Qualifications

Non-Pilot Technical 
Competencies
(Dispatchers, Flight 
Attendants, etc)

Credential ATCs:
 Technical 

competencies
 Medical 

Qualifications

Appoint Designees

Certify Air 
Carriers & Air 
Agencies
Issue 
airworthiness 
certificates

Train Airmen
Promote safety 
in general 
aviation through 
the FAASTeam

Encourage data 
sharing with 
voluntary 
programs

Certify Repair 
Stations and 
Maintenance 
Facilities
Certify 
Mechanics

Establish safety 
and certification 
regulations and 
policy

Provide 
guidance on 
ways to meet 
the intent of the 
regulations and 
policy

Promote 
voluntary 
engagement & 
cooperation 
with enhanced 
safety programs

CertificationStandards

Design Produce People Operations Maintenance

Continual Oversight 
and Surveillance of:

- Air Carriers
- Manufacturers
- Repair Stations
- Designees
- Airmen
- Air Traffic

Organization

Apply tools to 
manage risk and gain 
compliance:

- Airworthiness 
Directives

- Precursor 
identification

- Data Sharing
- Enforcement

Continued 
Operational 

Safety
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AVS Safety Continuum
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Air Agency Certificates: 6,266
834 Pilot Training Schools
4,921 Repair Stations
176 Maintenance Training Schools
335 Pilot Training Centers 

Air Operator Certificates: 5,116
70 Major Air Carriers -- (e.g. United Airlines)
1,991 Commuter Air Carriers/On Demand Air Taxis
85 Commercial Operators (e.g. Baltimore Orioles)
484 Foreign Air Carriers (e.g. Lufthansa)
354 External Load (Logging/Oil Platform) 
1,810 Agricultural Operators
322 Public Use Authorities (State/City/Police)

Mechanics with Inspection 
Authority: 21,769
Approved Manufacturers: 1,553

Designees:  9,136
2,701 Aircraft Certification
3,762 Flight Standards 
2,673 Aerospace Medicine

Non-Pilot Air Personnel: 699,138
311,213 Mechanics & repairmen
25,208  Control Tower Operator
233,244 Flight Attendant
68,114 Ground instructors 
61,359 other (dispatchers/flight 
navigators/parachute riggers/flight engineers)

Check Airmen: 9,325
5,698 Part 121
117 Parts 121/135
3,510 Part 135

Active Pilots: 789,736
161,766  ATP
101,932  Commercial 
165,217 Private 
137  Recreational 
6,336  Sport
174,375 Student 
42,433 Foreign Pilot 
137,540  UAS Remote Pilots

AOV Credentials:  16,906

12,296 ATCS Credentials

4,415 ATSS Credentials

195 AIS Credentials

Flight Instructors: 109,053

UAS Registrations: 1,311,295

991,245 Hobby
314,084 Commercial
5,966 Paper Registration

National Transportation Safety Board: 619
39 Safety Recommendations (avg/yr based 
on last 5 yrs)
337 Formal NTSB requested for FAA 
research & info
243 Open NTSB Safety Recommendations

ATCS Medical Clearance Exams: 11,765
11,672 Air Traffic Controller Workforce
93 Flight Service Station Workforce

Airmen Medical Examinations: 306,958 
25,218 Special Issuances
281,740 Standard Issuances 

Aviation Industry Entities Covered by Anti-Drug & 
Alcohol Programs: 7,278

Aircraft: 290,544

Aviation Authorities - other countries: 427
48 Bilateral Agreements
192 Foreign Civil Aviation Authorities
187 Accident Investigation Authorities

As of: July 30, 2019

AVS Activity by the Numbers
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Aviation Workload Drivers

AVS workload changes are driven by:
• New entrants – Operators, manufacturers, and repair 

stations
• New aircraft and equipment 
• New users – Unmanned Aircraft Systems (UAS) 
• Growth in outsourcing – Domestic and foreign
• Safety Management Systems (SMS)
• Increased globalization
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AVS Strategic Plan
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https://www.faa.gov/about/office_org/headquarters_offices/avs/

https://www.faa.gov/about/office_org/headquarters_offices/avs/
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