Use of Restraint Systems and Travel Chairs

by People with Disabilities

The majority of individuals who use Child Restraint Systems (CRS) on commercial aircraft are young children who typically weigh 40 pounds or less. However, there are some individuals who, because of physical challenges, need the support and security that a restraint system provides in order to travel safely on aircraft. The scope of the CRS regulations that are contained in 14 CFR parts 91, 121, 125, and 135 apply to any individual who is a child (i.e., under age 18) who does not exceed the specified weight limit for the CRS, is properly secured in the CRS, and is in a CRS that bears the proper labels.

Air carriers should ensure that flight attendants are aware that larger children (who have not reached their eighteenth birthday) may use a properly approved CRS that is appropriate for that child’s size and weight. In this case the air carrier may not prohibit the use of the CRS. There are several companies that manufacture CRSs approved for use on aircraft that are specifically designed for larger children who are physically challenged. Information regarding some of those manufacturers is posted on a list maintained by NHTSA (www.nhtsa.dot.gov/ people/injury/childps/csr2001/csrhtml/safetyFeatures.html).
NOTE: No air carrier may prohibit the use of a CRS by any child under the age of 18 as long as the CRS is properly labeled, the child does not exceed the specified weight limit of the CRS, and the child is properly secured in the CRS.

In the case of an adult (i.e., 18 years old or older) who because of physical challenges needs the support and security that a restraint system provides in order to travel safely on aircraft, the individual or the air carrier (on the individual’s behalf) may request an exemption to § 121.311(b). There are several companies that manufacture restraint systems that may be used by adults with physical challenges.
· To find out how to submit a petition for exemp​tion, go to                   www.faa.gov/avr/arm/index.cfm.
· Exemption information is available for your review on the FAA’s  Automated Exemption System website. To review a previously granted exemption regarding this issue, go to http://aes.faa.gov and type “12485” in the blank “Docket Search” field. 
