2

[O] 

On August 27, 2006, about 0606:35 eastern daylight time, Comair flight 5191, a

Bombardier CL-600-2B19, 1 N431CA, crashed during takeoff from Blue Grass Airport (LEX), Lexington, Kentucky. The flight crew was instructed to take off from runway 22 but instead lined up the airplane on runway 26 and began the takeoff roll. The airplane ran off the end of the runway and impacted the airport perimeter fence, trees, and terrain. The captain, flight attendant, and 47 passengers were killed, and the first officer received serious injuries. The airplane was destroyed by impact forces and postcrash fire. The flight was operating under the provisions of 14 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 121 and was en route to Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International Airport, Atlanta, Georgia. Night visual meteorological conditions prevailed at the time of the accident.
[Recommendations]

A‑07-47 Prohibit the issuance of a takeoff clearance during an airplane’s taxi to its departure runway until after the airplane has crossed all intersecting runways.
[Responses]

FAA LTR DTD:  11/30/07

The FAA issued Notice N JO 7110.473 on July 22, 2007, to address the issuance of takeoff clearances before aircraft have reached the requested runway.  On August 15, 2007, the FAA Runway Safety Call to Action Committee issued several recommendations to address improving runway safety across the national airspace system (NAS).  This safety recommendation was one of the recommendations selected for a safety risk assessment.  Air Traffic Operations Terminal convened a safety risk management panel on September 5 and 6, 2007, to analyze withholding takeoff clearances during taxi operations and the impact of mandating this procedural change throughout the NAS.  The panel completed its analysis and included Notice N JO 7110.473 and supplemental changes to FAA Order 7110.65, Air Traffic Control, paragraph 3-9-9, Takeoff Clearance, in the safety risk management document which has been distributed for signatures.  A copy of the notice is enclosed and we will provide an update to this recommendation within the next 180 days.

I will keep the Board informed of the FAA’s progress on this safety recommendation.

