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AERONAUTICAL CHARTING MEETING 
Instrument Procedures Group 
Meeting 22-01 – April 25-26, 2022 

 
RECOMMENDATION DOCUMENT 

 
FAA Control # 22-01-366 

 
Subject: Circling NA Areas Conflict with FAA Legal Council Limitations on Class G Right 
Traffic 
 
Background/Discussion: 
 
By way of example, the CEW VOR-A approach has a Category D restriction “Circling NA 
for Cat D west of Rwy 17-35.” The airport does not publish any right-hand traffic 
patterns. If a Category D aircraft wants to land on runway 35, they must use right traffic; 
however, FAA legal interpretations confirms 14 CFR 91.126(b)(1) requires all turns to 
the left (Murphy (2009), Collins (2013)).  
 
Appendix A has the procedure. 
 
Appendix B have legal interpretations from Murphy (2009) and Collins (2013) regarding 
right traffic in Class G. 
 
Although CEW VOR-A is used as an exemplar, clearly this issue can be generalized to 
many other airports. 
  
Recommendations:   
 
For those airports having NA circling areas, procedure design should consider left hand 
traffic rules of 14 CFR 91.126(b)(1).  
 
Here are options to resolve the issue: 

• Update 14 CFR 91.126(b)(1) to allow for IFR right-hand traffic circling; 
• Update legal opinions; or 
• Add information in TERPs front matter and/or AIM to guide the pilot on what is 

permissible. 
 
Comments:   
 
 
Submitted by: Dr. Bill Tuccio 
Organization:  Garmin  
Phone:  913-440-5945 
E-mail:  bill.tuccio@garmin.com  
Date:  March 2, 2022 
 
 

Please send completed form and any attachments to: 
 9-AMC-AVS-ACM-Info@faa.gov 
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APPENDIX A 
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APPENDIX B 
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