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Subject: Improve IAP Alternate Minimums  
 
Background/Discussion: 
 
Alternate Minimums are established on procedure source (8260-series) forms. Alternate 
Mins can either be NA, Non-Standard (NSTD), or Standard (STD). In the latter two 
cases (NSTD and STD), numerical minimums can be accompanied by textual 
restrictions such as “NA when local altimeter not received” or “NA when control tower 
closed”.  
 
FAA Order 8260.19I, sec. 8-6-11, includes the following:  

 
 
In some cases, this has led to alternate minimums that are more permissive than the 
approach itself. See TIST, ILS or LOC RWY 10 and VOR-A, wherein the alternate 
minimums appear unconstrained by tower closure status, while the “standard” approach 
plates both show “Procedure NA when control tower closed” note.  
 



 
Figure 1: TIST Alternate Mins Publication 

 
Figure 2: TIST IL10 

 
Figure 3: TIST VOR-A 

 
In other cases, minor (P-NOTAM) amendments alter the numerical alternate minimums 
without either restating or canceling the previous textual restrictions, as illustrated below:  
 
KMUT RNAV (GPS) RWY 24 (photos on next page) 
The ORIG 8260 states that the alternate mins are NA when local weather is not 
available. ORIG-A altered the numerical values (making Circling NSTD) but did not carry 
across the textual restriction. As a result, the Alt Mins book does not attribute footnote #2 
to the R24 procedure. 



 
Figure 4: KMUT R24 AMDT ORIG 

 
Figure 5: KMUT AMDT 0A, showing numerical changes to alternates 

 
Figure 6: KMUT Alt Mins, showing restriction removed for R24 
 



KTTN RNAV (GPS) Z RWY 6 
A similar situation is present on this procedure. AMDT ORIG 8260 states that alternates 
are NA when local weather is not available. Alternates were not modified until AMDT 
ORIG-D, at which point CAT D became NSTD. Because ORIG-D did not restate the 
restriction, the Alt Mins book does not attribute footnote #3 to the R06-Z procedure.  
 

 
Figure 7: KTTN R06Z AMDT ORIG showing textual restriction 

 
Figure 8: KTTN R06-Z AMDT ORIG-D showing numerical changes to alternates 

 
Figure 9: KTTN Alternate Mins pub showing no textual restriction 



Both IAPs use backup altimeter settings, and alternates are approved for both 
procedures, so based on the .19, both should appear in the ALT MINS book as “NA 
when local altimeter setting not available”. Due to NOTAM inconsistency, however, 
neither are notated as such in the Alternate Mins book.  
 
Recommendations:   
 
Garmin recommends 2 changes to alternate minimums:  
 

• Review of alternate criteria to avoid a situation wherein alternates are more 
permissive than the standard approach, and  

• An improvement to the abbreviated amendment/P-NOTAM process to 
consistently restate (or cancel) alternate minimums textual restrictions at each 
amendment. As an example, see PANC IL07R, AMDT 4A PNOTAM:  

 

 
 
Comments:   
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