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AERONAUTICAL CHARTING MEETING 
Instrument Procedures Group 
Meeting 22-01 – April 25-26, 2022 

RECOMMENDATION DOCUMENT 

FAA Control # 22-01-368 

Subject: MSA Center for Non-RNAV Procedures 

Background/Discussion: 

The FAA Order 8260.3E includes the following guidance for the creation of the MSA area: 

2-3-2. Minimum Safe Altitude (MSA). Establish an MSA for all approach procedures,
graphic obstacle departure procedures (ODPs), and standard instrument departures
(SIDs) within a 25-NM radius of a specified point for use during emergency situations
(see Figure 2-3-1).
… 
b. Area.

(1) Non-RNAV procedures. Center the MSA on the omni-directional facility upon
which the procedure is based. When the distance from the facility to the
airport exceeds 25 NM, extend the radius to include the airport landing
surfaces up to a maximum distance of 30 NM. When the procedure does not
use an omnidirectional facility (for example, an ILS or vector SID), use the
primary omnidirectional facility in the area. If a graphic OPD or SID utilizes
more than one omni-directional facility, use the facility nearest the airport. If
no omni-directional NAVAID is located within 30 NM of the airport landing
surfaces, then center the MSA on the airport reference point (ARP). Establish
a common area (no sectors) around the facility or ARP. If necessary to offer
relief from obstacles, sector divisions may be established for an MSA based
on a facility. Sectors must not be less than 90 degrees in spread.

(2) RNAV procedures. For RNAV straight-in approach procedures, establish a
common safe altitude within the specified radius of the runway threshold
(preferred) or the MAP waypoint (WP); for RNAV circling and RNAV
departure procedures use the airport waypoint (APT WP).

These rules outline a different hierarchy for choosing the MSA center fix for non-RNAV 
procedures versus RNAV procedures: 

# Non-RNAV MSA Center 
1 Omni-directional facility upon which the 

procedure is based 
2 Omni-directional facility in the area; within 

30NM of the airport landing surfaces 
3 Airport reference point (ARP) 

Table 1: MSA Center Hierarchy for Non-RNAV Procedures 
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# RNAV MSA Center 
1 Runway threshold 
2 Missed approach point (MAP) 
3 Airport reference point (ARP) 

Table 2: MSA Center Hierarchy for RNAV Procedures 

The RNAV rules are always picking a fix close to the procedure’s airport, whereas as the non-
RNAV procedure’s MSA center can be up to 30 NM from the procedure’s airport. 
 
Also, choosing a good omni-directional facility for use as a MSA center that is close to the 
procedure’s airport will only get more difficult as more VORs are shutdown as part of the FAA’s 
VOR MOR program. 
 
Example 1:  

• KIXD, ILS or LOC RWY 36 

 
Figure 1: KIXD ILS or LOC RWY 36 

The KIXD ILS or LOC RWY 36 approach’s MSA is centered on the MCI VORTAC which is 28.2 
NM to the northeast of the KIXD airport.  What this means is that the 29 NM radius of the MSA, 
shown in the image as a red circle, only protects arrivals from the northeast.  The MSA does not 
protect any parts of the final approach or arrivals from the south, east or west. 
 
  

https://www.faa.gov/about/office_org/headquarters_offices/ato/service_units/techops/navservices/gbng/vormon
https://aeronav.faa.gov/d-tpp/2202/00302il36.pdf#nameddest=(IXD)
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Example 2:  
• KCBE, LOC/DME RWY 23 

 

 
Figure 2: KCBE LOC/DME RWY 23 

The KCBE LOC/DME RWY 23 approach’s MSA is centered on the ESL VOR-DME which is 
25.7 NM to the southwest of the KCBE airport.  What this means is that the 27 NM radius of the 
MSA, shown in the image as a red circle, only protects the arrivals from the southwest.  The 
MSA does not protect most of the final approach or arrivals from the north, east or west. 
 
What stands out in this example is the terrain and obstacles in the KCBE area.  The 25-NM 
radius around the ESL VOR-DME versus around the KCBE would get a different set of 
obstacles and terrain. 
 

https://aeronav.faa.gov/d-tpp/2202/05263ld23.pdf#nameddest=(CBE)
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Figure 3: ESL VOR-DME 30NM Radius on Garmin GTN 

 

 
Figure 4: KCBE 30NM Radius on Garmin GTN 
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This is highlighted when you compare the LOC/DME RWY 23’s MSA values versus the RNAV 
(GPS) RWY 23’s TAA values. 

 
Figure 5: KCBE L23 MSA vs R23 TAA 

So, how would the pilot know the safe IFR off-route altitudes to get to the KCBE LOC/DME 
RWY 23 procedure not covered by the MSA?  They would have to look at the IFR Enroute L-23 
chart: 

 
Figure 6: ESL VOR/DME Radius vs KCBE Radius on L-23 
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Example 3:  
• KOLV, ILS or LOC RWY 18 

 

 
Figure 7: KCBE LOC/DME RWY 23 

The KOLV ILS or LOC RWY 18 has a MSA and a TAA!  The approach’s MSA is centered on the 
HLI VORTAC which is 19 NM to the southeast of the KOLV airport and the TAA is centered on 
the EFPUB INT.  The 25 NM radius of the MSA, shown in the image as a red circle, protects the 
arrivals from the southeast.  The TAA would be needed for the rest of the arrivals but according 
to the plan-view note would require GPS equipment: “GPS REQUIRED FOR TAA”. 
 
 
Recommendations:   
 
Garmin would like to see the procedure design requirements for choosing an MSA center for 
non-RNAV procedures be amended to pick a location that is close to the airport reference point 
(ARP).  Ideally, the majority of the non-RNAV procedures would use the ARP unless there is 
VOR/NDB very near the airport. 
 

https://aeronav.faa.gov/d-tpp/2202/05883il18.pdf#nameddest=(OLV)
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One option is to modify the 8260.3E to always use the airport reference point for conventional 
procedures not based on an omni-directional facility. 
 

(1) Non-RNAV procedures. Center the MSA on the omni-directional facility upon which the 
procedure is based. When the distance from the facility to the airport exceeds 25 NM, 
extend the radius to include the airport landing surfaces up to a maximum distance of 30 
NM. When the procedure does not use an omnidirectional facility (for example, an ILS or 
vector SID), then center the MSA on the airport reference point (ARP). If a graphic OPD or 
SID utilizes more than one omni-directional facility, use the facility nearest the airport. If no 
omni-directional NAVAID is located within 30 NM of the airport landing surfaces, then 
center the MSA on the airport reference point (ARP). Establish a common area (no 
sectors) around the facility or ARP. If necessary to offer relief from obstacles, sector 
divisions may be established for an MSA based on a facility. Sectors must not be less than 
90 degrees in spread. 

 
Another option is to reduce the distance from between the omni-directional facility and the ARP. 
 

(1) Non-RNAV procedures. Center the MSA on the omni-directional facility upon which the 
procedure is based. When the distance from the facility to the airport exceeds 25 NM, 
extend the radius to include the airport landing surfaces up to a maximum distance of 30 
NM. When the procedure does not use an omnidirectional facility (for example, an ILS or 
vector SID), use the primary omnidirectional facility in the area. If a graphic OPD or SID 
utilizes more than one omni-directional facility, use the facility nearest the airport. If no 
omni-directional NAVAID is located within 10 NM of the airport landing surfaces, then 
center the MSA on the airport reference point (ARP). Establish a common area (no 
sectors) around the facility or ARP. If necessary to offer relief from obstacles, sector 
divisions may be established for an MSA based on a facility. Sectors must not be less than 
90 degrees in spread. 

Benefits of using the ARP as the MSA center for most procedures: 

• The final approach of the approach would be covered by the MSA 
• One place to look for the safe IFR off-route altitude to navigate to the procedure’s airport 

without having to cross reference the IFR enroute charts 
• Hopefully reduce the need for more procedures to have a MSA & TAA on the same chart 
• Reduce the possibility of an incident caused by a pilot not understanding how far away 

the MSA center is from the airport, and thinking they are safe to descend in an area not 
covered by the MSA area. 

Comments:   
 
Submitted by: Joshua Fenwick 
Organization: Garmin International, AVDB Team 
Phone: 913-228-9779 
E-mail: joshua.fenwick@garmin.com   
Date: 3/3/2022 
 
 

Please send completed form and any attachments to: 
 9-AMC-AVS-ACM-Info@faa.gov 

 

mailto:joshua.fenwick@garmin.com
mailto:9-AMC-AVS-ACM-Info@faa.gov


Initial Meeting 22-01: Joshua Fenwick, Garmin, briefed the item from the RD (slide). As more 
VORs are decommissioned, we are seeing more MSAs moving away from the airport centers, 
and they are not overlying the entire approach area. Joshua displayed examples from his RD, 
showing non-RNAV procedure MSA centers can be up to 30 NM from the procedure airport by 
Order 8260.3 criteria, whereas RNAV procedures are typically centered on the runway threshold 
associated with the approach. Since the rest of the world uses the airport ARP to center MSAs, 
Garmin suggests using the ARP if no suitable NAVAID is near the airport. Dan Wacker, FAA 
Flight Procedures and Airspace Group (FPAG), explained the background of the MSA criteria. 
The MSA was never intended to aid pilot descent on the approach, since they operate at en route 
altitudes until the approach IAF or the MVA if ATC is vectoring the aircraft. The MSA is 
provided for emergency use, so if the pilot has an emergency while on the approach, they have a 
safe altitude to climb to. Dan said it has been this way for years and feels pilots understand it is 
based on the procedure and not the airport. Dan said the FAA has looked at changing the MSA 
center to the ARP like Garmin suggests, with only one per airport and possibly allowing 
sectorization. Dan added this is not considered a high priority, and would likely be a day-forward 
change, though that could take several years to fully accomplish. Dan said on the specific 
example shown, the TAA was not added because of the MSA location, but because they were 
added on hybrid procedures for RNAV to the ILS. Mike Stromberg, Independent Pilots 
Association (IPA)/UPS, said the MSA should overly the entire procedure area in case of an 
emergency, if that is the intent of the MSA. UPS has tailored charts depicting the MSAs. Dan 
restated the MSAs are not built to cover the entire procedure path, but only for a safe altitude 
within 25 NM of the NAVAID. Rich Boll, NBAA, said the MSA is used for other types of 
procedures, including departures, and asked if a localizer could be used. Jeff Rawdon, FPAG, 
advised it could not, since criteria requires an omni-directional facility. Rich thinks the MSA 
should be moved to the ARP. Dan added if there is no NAVAID within 30 NM of the airport 
current criteria allows the MSA to be centered on the ARP which was a criteria change due to the 
VOR MON project. John Barry, FAA Aircraft Certification, said maybe ESAs could be used 
instead of MSAs. Most of the participants felt moving the MSA to the ARP would benefit the 
pilots. Joshua said this is being done worldwide, so we should look at ICAO procedures and 
definitions. Jeff said this will go to the ACM Recommendation Review Group for discussion. 

Action: This item will be reviewed by the ACM Recommendation Review Group to determine 
any action and that outcome will be provided at ACM 22-02. 

Status: Item open. 

Meeting 22-02: Jeff Rawdon, FAA Flight Procedures and Airspace Group (FPAG), briefed the 
item from the RD (slide). The ACM Recommendation Review Group (ARRG) reviewed the 
issue and decided this should not be work for the Agency to take on since criteria is already in 
place to provide the FPT the option of using the airport reference point (ARP) on conventional 
procedures for the MSA center. Valerie Watson, FAA Charting Products Integration Team 
(AJV-A250), asked how a non-RNAV equipped aircraft would determine the ARP, and Jeff 
pointed out the pilot should have a situational awareness of their relation to the airport. Joshua 
Fenwick, Garmin, referenced Table 1 from the RD – their proposals for non-RNAV MSA center 



locations – and thinks hierarchal option #2 (an omni-directional facility within 30 NM of the 
landing surfaces) should be removed. Mike Stromberg, Independent Pilots Association 
(IPA)/UPS, suggested reordering options #2 & #3 (ARP) in Table 1. Dan Wacker, FPAG, 
advised the MSA issue had been discussed previously and there was a previous ACM item to 
remove the MSA to rely on OROCA usage. Michael said if there was only one MSA per airport 
it should be the ARP. Dan concurred, adding this will be a future effort since he has not seen a 
safety case on this. Joshua added the OROCA is not on the approach charts and necessitating a 
pilot reference between charts before beginning the approach procedure could be a safety 
concern. The ICAO standard is to use the center of the airport. Joshua feels this is a safety issue, 
and the VOR MON project makes the need greater. Garmin does like the idea of only one MSA 
per airport. Dan explained with other scheduling priorities for work this may not be considered 
until 2027. Based on the discussion, Jeff suggested leaving the issue open at this time. Jeff will 
bring this discussion back to the ARRG for additional consideration. 

Action:  The ARRG will reconsider the possibility of work on this issue and the outcome of that 
discussion will be briefed at ACM 23-01. 

Status:  Item open 

Meeting 23-01: Jeff Rawdon, FAA Flight Procedures and Airspace Group (FPAG), briefed the 
summary, actions, and status from the (slide). This issue was addressed again by the ACM 
Recommendation Review Group (ARRG) based on input from ACM 22-02. The ARRG decided 
this issue should be addressed, but it has not yet been addressed due to higher priority work. 

Actions: FPAG will continue to work on possible solutions for this issue. 

Status: Item open 

Meeting 23-02: Jeff Rawdon, FAA Flight Procedures and Airspace Group (FPAG), briefed from 
the slide. 

Dan Wacker, FPAG, briefed from a slide presentation and would like feedback on a proposal to 
change non-sectorized MSAs from a graphic depiction to text identifying the MSA center and 
minimum altitude. PJ Gonzalez, Jacobs, thinks the current MSA depiction would be it is easier to 
identify on the chart, especially in an emergency. Krystal Kime, FAA Aeronautical Information 
Services Terminal Charting, says replacing the graphic depiction with text would take less plan 
view space, but feels a standardized location would need to be identified. 

Joshua Fenwick, Garmin, said this issue was not in the original RD and stressed that the RD was 
focused on procedures that weren’t fully encompassed by MSAs with a center point far from the 
procedure. Garmin requests the airport reference point (ARP) to be used as the MSA center for 
non-RNAV procedures when a NAVAID is not near the airport. Dan said this is already allowed 
in criteria and the decision for the MSA center to be used is made in the design process. Dan said 



for the last five years the effort has been to switch to using ARP with all procedures at an airport 
using the same MSA. Joshua said full implementation of that proposal should satisfy the issue. 

Michael Stromberg, Independent Pilots Association (IPA)/UPS, discussed the broad distance 
covered by an approach and agreed that using the ARP would be advantageous, especially with 
VOR MON. Michael also voiced support for retaining the graphic MSA depiction in all cases. 
Pat Mulqueen, FAA Instrument Flight Procedures Group (AJV-400), thinks the criteria could be 
simplified to use the NAVAID when located on the airport, and use the ARP otherwise. 

Dan advised the issue is being worked within the Departure Working Group. 

Actions: FPAG will continue to work on possible solutions for this issue. 

Status: Item open 

Meeting 24-01: Jeff Rawdon, FAA Flight Procedures and Airspace Group (FPAG), briefed 
from the slide. Proposed criteria is being evaluated by FPAG, but resolution will come after 
higher priority work already scheduled.

Jeff explained that this issue would be moved to action pending status since work on possible 
criteria changes will come behind higher priority work already scheduled, and any updates will 
be briefed at later meetings.

Status: Moved to action pending status 

Meeting 24-02: No new activity, item not briefed. 

Status: Remains in action pending status 

Meeting 25-02: Rune Duke, FAA Flight Procedures and Airspace Group (FPAG), briefed from 
a slide. Planned directives changes are being identified but must be scheduled for order 
revisions. Scheduling is expected in 2027. 

Action: FPAG to provide update on planned directive changes and schedule for any order 
revisions. 

Status: This item will remain in Action Pending.  



Meeting 26-01: Rune Duke, FAA Flight Procedures and Airspace Group (FPAG), briefed from 
a slide. Planned directives changes are being identified but must be scheduled for order 
revisions. Scheduling is expected in 2027. There is no change in status from what was briefed at 
previous IPG.

Action: FPAG to provide update on planned directive changes and schedule for any order 
revisions. 

Status: This item will remain in Action Pending.  
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22-01-368 MSA Center for Non-RNAV Procedures
• Summary: Garmin introduced to address MSA 


centers at great distance from the airport and/or 
portions of the instrument approach


• Actions:
– ARRG will reconsider possibility of work


• Status:
– Will be addressed by FPAG in future
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MSA Changes
• ACM – VOR MON Changes cause MSA 


changes.
• Loss of NAVAID within 25 NM of airport for 


MSA use. 
– Remove 25-30 NM allowance
– Standardize to 30 NM with TAA


• FS looking at changes to criteria to support a 
GPS future. 
– Evaluate sectorizing RNAV MSAs around ARP only


• Most IFR aircraft in NAS are GPS capable?
• Possible change for single sector MSA
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MSA Changes
• Proposal for single sector MSA changes


– Single sector MSA will be depicted textually only on 
the charts.


– Multiple sector MSA will be depicted graphically only 
on charts.
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MSA Changes


•No change •Change to a textual depiction
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MSA Changes


Questions?
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AERONAUTICAL CHARTING MEETING 
Instrument Procedures Group 
Meeting 22-01 – April 25-26, 2022 


 
RECOMMENDATION DOCUMENT 


 
FAA Control # 22-01-368 


 
Subject: MSA Center for Non-RNAV Procedures 
 
Background/Discussion: 
 
The FAA Order 8260.3E includes the following guidance for the creation of the MSA area: 
 


2-3-2. Minimum Safe Altitude (MSA). Establish an MSA for all approach procedures, 
graphic obstacle departure procedures (ODPs), and standard instrument departures 
(SIDs) within a 25-NM radius of a specified point for use during emergency situations 
(see Figure 2-3-1). 
… 
b. Area. 


(1) Non-RNAV procedures. Center the MSA on the omni-directional facility upon 
which the procedure is based. When the distance from the facility to the 
airport exceeds 25 NM, extend the radius to include the airport landing 
surfaces up to a maximum distance of 30 NM. When the procedure does not 
use an omnidirectional facility (for example, an ILS or vector SID), use the 
primary omnidirectional facility in the area. If a graphic OPD or SID utilizes 
more than one omni-directional facility, use the facility nearest the airport. If 
no omni-directional NAVAID is located within 30 NM of the airport landing 
surfaces, then center the MSA on the airport reference point (ARP). Establish 
a common area (no sectors) around the facility or ARP. If necessary to offer 
relief from obstacles, sector divisions may be established for an MSA based 
on a facility. Sectors must not be less than 90 degrees in spread. 


(2) RNAV procedures. For RNAV straight-in approach procedures, establish a 
common safe altitude within the specified radius of the runway threshold 
(preferred) or the MAP waypoint (WP); for RNAV circling and RNAV 
departure procedures use the airport waypoint (APT WP). 


 
These rules outline a different hierarchy for choosing the MSA center fix for non-RNAV 
procedures versus RNAV procedures: 
 


# Non-RNAV MSA Center 
1 Omni-directional facility upon which the 


procedure is based 
2 Omni-directional facility in the area; within 


30NM of the airport landing surfaces 
3 Airport reference point (ARP) 


Table 1: MSA Center Hierarchy for Non-RNAV Procedures 
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# RNAV MSA Center 
1 Runway threshold 
2 Missed approach point (MAP) 
3 Airport reference point (ARP) 


Table 2: MSA Center Hierarchy for RNAV Procedures 


The RNAV rules are always picking a fix close to the procedure’s airport, whereas as the non-
RNAV procedure’s MSA center can be up to 30 NM from the procedure’s airport. 
 
Also, choosing a good omni-directional facility for use as a MSA center that is close to the 
procedure’s airport will only get more difficult as more VORs are shutdown as part of the FAA’s 
VOR MOR program. 
 
Example 1:  


• KIXD, ILS or LOC RWY 36 


 
Figure 1: KIXD ILS or LOC RWY 36 


The KIXD ILS or LOC RWY 36 approach’s MSA is centered on the MCI VORTAC which is 28.2 
NM to the northeast of the KIXD airport.  What this means is that the 29 NM radius of the MSA, 
shown in the image as a red circle, only protects arrivals from the northeast.  The MSA does not 
protect any parts of the final approach or arrivals from the south, east or west. 
 
  



https://www.faa.gov/about/office_org/headquarters_offices/ato/service_units/techops/navservices/gbng/vormon

https://aeronav.faa.gov/d-tpp/2202/00302il36.pdf#nameddest=(IXD)
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Example 2:  
• KCBE, LOC/DME RWY 23 


 


 
Figure 2: KCBE LOC/DME RWY 23 


The KCBE LOC/DME RWY 23 approach’s MSA is centered on the ESL VOR-DME which is 
25.7 NM to the southwest of the KCBE airport.  What this means is that the 27 NM radius of the 
MSA, shown in the image as a red circle, only protects the arrivals from the southwest.  The 
MSA does not protect most of the final approach or arrivals from the north, east or west. 
 
What stands out in this example is the terrain and obstacles in the KCBE area.  The 25-NM 
radius around the ESL VOR-DME versus around the KCBE would get a different set of 
obstacles and terrain. 
 



https://aeronav.faa.gov/d-tpp/2202/05263ld23.pdf#nameddest=(CBE)
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Figure 3: ESL VOR-DME 30NM Radius on Garmin GTN 


 


 
Figure 4: KCBE 30NM Radius on Garmin GTN 
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This is highlighted when you compare the LOC/DME RWY 23’s MSA values versus the RNAV 
(GPS) RWY 23’s TAA values. 


 
Figure 5: KCBE L23 MSA vs R23 TAA 


So, how would the pilot know the safe IFR off-route altitudes to get to the KCBE LOC/DME 
RWY 23 procedure not covered by the MSA?  They would have to look at the IFR Enroute L-23 
chart: 


 
Figure 6: ESL VOR/DME Radius vs KCBE Radius on L-23 
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Example 3:  
• KOLV, ILS or LOC RWY 18 


 


 
Figure 7: KCBE LOC/DME RWY 23 


The KOLV ILS or LOC RWY 18 has a MSA and a TAA!  The approach’s MSA is centered on the 
HLI VORTAC which is 19 NM to the southeast of the KOLV airport and the TAA is centered on 
the EFPUB INT.  The 25 NM radius of the MSA, shown in the image as a red circle, protects the 
arrivals from the southeast.  The TAA would be needed for the rest of the arrivals but according 
to the plan-view note would require GPS equipment: “GPS REQUIRED FOR TAA”. 
 
 
Recommendations:   
 
Garmin would like to see the procedure design requirements for choosing an MSA center for 
non-RNAV procedures be amended to pick a location that is close to the airport reference point 
(ARP).  Ideally, the majority of the non-RNAV procedures would use the ARP unless there is 
VOR/NDB very near the airport. 
 



https://aeronav.faa.gov/d-tpp/2202/05883il18.pdf#nameddest=(OLV)
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One option is to modify the 8260.3E to always use the airport reference point for conventional 
procedures not based on an omni-directional facility. 
 


(1) Non-RNAV procedures. Center the MSA on the omni-directional facility upon which the 
procedure is based. When the distance from the facility to the airport exceeds 25 NM, 
extend the radius to include the airport landing surfaces up to a maximum distance of 30 
NM. When the procedure does not use an omnidirectional facility (for example, an ILS or 
vector SID), then center the MSA on the airport reference point (ARP). If a graphic OPD or 
SID utilizes more than one omni-directional facility, use the facility nearest the airport. If no 
omni-directional NAVAID is located within 30 NM of the airport landing surfaces, then 
center the MSA on the airport reference point (ARP). Establish a common area (no 
sectors) around the facility or ARP. If necessary to offer relief from obstacles, sector 
divisions may be established for an MSA based on a facility. Sectors must not be less than 
90 degrees in spread. 


 
Another option is to reduce the distance from between the omni-directional facility and the ARP. 
 


(1) Non-RNAV procedures. Center the MSA on the omni-directional facility upon which the 
procedure is based. When the distance from the facility to the airport exceeds 25 NM, 
extend the radius to include the airport landing surfaces up to a maximum distance of 30 
NM. When the procedure does not use an omnidirectional facility (for example, an ILS or 
vector SID), use the primary omnidirectional facility in the area. If a graphic OPD or SID 
utilizes more than one omni-directional facility, use the facility nearest the airport. If no 
omni-directional NAVAID is located within 10 NM of the airport landing surfaces, then 
center the MSA on the airport reference point (ARP). Establish a common area (no 
sectors) around the facility or ARP. If necessary to offer relief from obstacles, sector 
divisions may be established for an MSA based on a facility. Sectors must not be less than 
90 degrees in spread. 


Benefits of using the ARP as the MSA center for most procedures: 


• The final approach of the approach would be covered by the MSA 
• One place to look for the safe IFR off-route altitude to navigate to the procedure’s airport 


without having to cross reference the IFR enroute charts 
• Hopefully reduce the need for more procedures to have a MSA & TAA on the same chart 
• Reduce the possibility of an incident caused by a pilot not understanding how far away 


the MSA center is from the airport, and thinking they are safe to descend in an area not 
covered by the MSA area. 


Comments:   
 
Submitted by: Joshua Fenwick 
Organization: Garmin International, AVDB Team 
Phone: 913-228-9779 
E-mail: joshua.fenwick@garmin.com   
Date: 3/3/2022 
 
 


Please send completed form and any attachments to: 
 9-AMC-AVS-ACM-Info@faa.gov 



mailto:joshua.fenwick@garmin.com

mailto:9-AMC-AVS-ACM-Info@faa.gov
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22-01-368 MSA Center for Non-RNAV Procedures


• Summary: Garmin introduced to address MSA 
centers at great distance from the airport and/or 
portions of the instrument approach


• Actions:
– ARRG review to determine acceptance
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22-01-368 MSA Center for Non-RNAV Procedures


• ARRG recommendation: not accepted for work
– Criteria already exists to provide option of using airport 


reference point on conventional procedures
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Action Pending
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15-02-323 Depiction of Low, Close-in Obstacles on SIDs & ODPs
• Summary: Recommendation to reduce chart clutter on 


departure procedures caused by publication of low, close-in 
obstacles. Primary recommendation was to combine 
individual listings of obstacles into a single note.


• Actions:
– AIM/IPH changes


• Status:
– Orders 8260.3 and 8260.46 published in July 2024
– AIM para. 5-2-9 change published August 2025 
– IPH guidance to be updated in future revision
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18-02-337 Improve Remote Altimeter Airport Notes
• Summary: Introduced by Garmin. Identification of altimeter 


setting source can be ambiguous (e.g., “use Springfield 
altimeter”). Recommendation is to identify source with either 
a frequency or identifier.


• Actions:
– FPAG initiate DCP to revise AIM/AIP


• Status: 
– AIM para. 5-4-5 change published August 2025 
– IPH guidance to be updated in future revision
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20-02-353 Revised Guidance & Charting for TERPS Chg 21 Circling 
Approaches
• Background


– 8260.3B, Chg. 21 revised the circling approach obstacle evaluation area 
(OEA) dimensions


– Intent was all procedures with circling minimums would be revised to 
apply these new areas


– Revised procedures would indicate such with a negative “C” icon
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20-02-353 Revised Guidance & Charting for TERPS Chg 21 Circling 
Approaches (cont)
• Resolution Process and Actions:


– Instrument Flight Procedures Group (IFPG) to evaluate all 
remaining circling areas and issue T-NOTAMs to raise CMDAs 
where necessary – complete


– IFPG will convert T-NOTAMs to P-NOTAMs as able (which 
updates CMDAs on charts) – complete


– IFPG forwarding information to Flight Inspection for validation 
of larger circling areas as able – complete


– AIM/AIP, IPH, etc. guidance updated concurrent with final 
removals – in process
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20-02-353 Revised Guidance & Charting for TERPS Chg 21 Circling 
Approaches (cont)


• Status
– Final flight inspection validation completed in 2025
– AIS removal of icons began in August 2025


• With 01/22/2026 chart publication, 4,030 removed, 1,836 remain
• Expect completion in May chart publication


– AIS updated TPP Legends & General Information section to 
reflect ongoing removal


• Will remove all references to circling icons after final removal
– FS has initiated changes to update AIM and IPH







Federal Aviation
Administration


21-02-358 Canned FAA Chart Notes Leading to Pilot Error
• Summary: UAL introduced regarding prohibition of 


autopilot on portions of approach, yet with notes 
allowing lower visibility with use of FD, AP, or HUD


• Actions:
– Order 8260.19 revision


• Status:
– Order 8260.19K published January 2025 
– Paragraph 8-6-12.k(1): Added clarifying note examples for 


procedures with autopilot restrictions 
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21-02-360 Insufficient Guidance on How to Process Minima-
Related Notes on IAPs
• Summary: Garmin introduced related to confusion 


surrounding minima-related notes
– Suggesting AIM guidance and/or simplification of notes


• Actions:
– FPAG to provide TPP front matter changes to initiate IAC spec change


• Status:
– AIM, para. 5-4-20, updated to reference 14 CFR 91.175
– TPP legend/front matter IAC spec change to publish October 2025
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21-02-361 Differing TACAN Missed Approach Instructions
• Summary: Garmin introduced related to variations in 


TACAN-specific MA instructions
• Actions:


– 8260.3 and 8260.19 order revisions
• Status:


– Scheduling of order changes still pending (estimating 2027)
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22-01-366 Circling NA Areas Conflict with FAA Legal Counsel 
Limitations on Class G Right Traffic


• Summary: Garmin introduced to address apparent 
disparity between circling area restrictions and 
specified Class G traffic pattern direction in CFR


• Actions:
– FPAG initiate DCP to revise AIM/AIP


• Status:
– AIM/AIP DCPs to publish January 22, 2026
– 7110.65 DCP to publish January 22, 2026
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22-01-368 MSA Center for Non-RNAV Procedures
• Summary: Garmin introduced to address MSA 


centers at great distance from the airport and/or 
portions of the instrument approach


• Actions:
– FPAG to continue work on possible solutions


• Status:
– Criteria revision proposals being evaluated (estimating 2027)
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23-02-376 Naming of Obstacle Departure Procedures
• Summary: NBAA introduced to address inconsistencies in 


naming between CFR references and published procedures
• Actions:


– FPAG to report status and progress
• Status:


– Scheduling of order changes still pending (estimating 2027)
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24-01-379 Provision to Not Chart Missed Approach 
Holding in FAA Order 8260.19
• Summary: NBAA introduced to point out provision in Order 


8260.19 to allow missed approach holding patterns to not be 
charted and request that allowance be removed, and Order 
8260.3 be revised to require missed approach holding on all 
approaches


• Actions:
– ARRG review


• Status:
– Currently being worked within FPAG
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19-01-342 Charting “NA When Local Weather Not Available” for Alternate 
Airports
• Summary: Policy within Order 8260.19 for charting of note, “NA When Local 


Weather Not Available,” has led to inconsistent charting within the Terminal 
Procedures Publication (TPP). Recommendation is to add this note for all 
procedures with alternate minimums, or to add one general note to the TPP 
that applies to all procedures with alternate minimums, or to not chart a note 
(rely on education instead). 


• Actions:
– FOG and NBAA to discuss “local weather” definition and usage and report 


results
– FPAG work through implementation details and report progress


• Status:
– IAC spec change RD in process to update the TPP Alternate Minimums textual 


information
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23-02-375 Collocated RNAV Waypoints and 
Navaids/Conventional Fixes
• Summary: Contrary to Order 8260.19 requirements, instances 


exist of waypoints located in very close proximity to navaids 
and/or conventional fixes. Recommendation was to screen 
and correct collocated fixes.


• Actions:
– FPAG to continue to work this issue with applicable groups


• Status:
– Currently working with regional FPT offices to develop plan to 


address issue
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23-02-378 Type 1 Data Supplier Access to Special 
Procedure Source


• Summary: Garmin introduced to request access of 
the special procedure source information for Type 1 
data suppliers


• Actions:
– FPAG to brief progress


• Status:
– FPAG briefing







Federal Aviation
Administration


24-01-380 Return the Use of “Expect Altitudes” on STARs
• Summary: NBAA introduced to request “expect 


altitudes” be allowed on STARs with specific 
restrictions


• Actions:
– ARRG review


• Status:
– ARRG reviewed and determined not to accept issue given 


existing waiver and individual procedure review process was 
an acceptable solution that mitigates safety concerns and 
allows for exceptions to current policy
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24-01-381 Timely Public Comment on Instrument Flight 
Procedures


• Summary: NBAA introduced to request workflow 
revisions to allow time for public comment to result 
in procedure changes before publication


• Actions:
– AJV-A to brief progress


• Status:
– AJV-A briefing 
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19-01-342 Charting “NA When Local Weather Not Available” for Alternate 
Airports
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21-02-361 Differing TACAN Missed Approach Instructions
• Summary: Garmin introduced related to variations in 


TACAN-specific MA instructions
• Actions:


– 8260.3 and 8260.19 order revisions
• Status:


– Scheduling of order changes still pending (estimating 2027)
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22-01-368 MSA Center for Non-RNAV Procedures
• Summary: Garmin introduced to address MSA 


centers at great distance from the airport and/or 
portions of the instrument approach


• Actions:
– FPAG to continue work on possible solutions


• Status:
– Criteria revision proposals being evaluated (estimating 2027)
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23-02-375 Collocated RNAV Waypoints and 
Navaids/Conventional Fixes
• Summary: Contrary to Order 8260.19 requirements, instances 


exist of waypoints located in very close proximity to navaids 
and/or conventional fixes. Recommendation was to screen 
and correct collocated fixes.


• Actions:
– FPAG to continue to work this issue with applicable groups


• Status:
– Currently being discussed in Enroute Working Group
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23-02-376 Naming of Obstacle Departure Procedures
• Summary: NBAA introduced to address inconsistencies in 


naming between CFR references and published procedures
• Actions:


– FPAG to report status and progress
• Status:


– Scheduling of order changes still pending (estimating 2027)
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24-01-379 Provision to Not Chart Missed Approach 
Holding in FAA Order 8260.19
• Summary: NBAA introduced to point out provision in Order 


8260.19 to allow missed approach holding patterns to not be 
charted and request that allowance be removed, and Order 
8260.3 be revised to require missed approach holding on all 
approaches


• Actions:
– Pat Mulqueen to provide list of applicable procedures to Rich Boll for his 


review and to communicate back if NBAA sees any safety issues
• Status:


– Criteria revision proposals being evaluated (estimating 2027)
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23-02-378 Type 1 Data Supplier Access to Special 
Procedure Source


• Summary: Garmin introduced to request access of 
the special procedure source information for Type 1 
data suppliers


• Actions:
– FPAG to brief progress


• Status:
– FPAG briefing to be provided at fall meeting







Federal Aviation
Administration


24-01-381 Timely Public Comment on Instrument Flight 
Procedures


• Summary: NBAA requested a workflow revision that 
would allow time for public comment and any 
resultant procedure changes ahead of publication


• Actions:
– AJV-A to brief progress
– AJV-A to meet with AFS-420, NBAA, and NATCA to discuss current IFP 


external coordination requirements and options for ensuring feedback can 
be accommodated


• Status:
– AJV-A briefing 
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25-01-383 Pilot Briefing Strip Priority Ordering


• Summary: Controller recommends the information 
showing a procedure being N/A at night (or N/A for 
any reason) show first in pilot briefing strip


• Actions:
– Brief outcome of ACM Recommendation Review Group


• Status:
– Item closed
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25-01-384 Pilot Guidance Concerning Runway Lead-in 
Light Systems (RLLS)


• Summary: NBAA recommends pilot guidance on 
RLLS be added to AIM/AIP and TPP Front Matter


• Actions:
– Brief outcome of ACM Recommendation Review Group


• Status:
– Item accepted
– AFS-410 will further explore the issue
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25-01-387 Add Procedure MSA to Navaid 8260-2 FIX USE 
Data


• Summary: Garmin recommends modifying Form 
8260-2 to add a section for Procedure MSA


• Actions:
– Brief outcome of ACM Recommendation Review Group


• Status:
– Item closed
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25-02-388 Update NOTAM policy to issue FDC NOTAM 
denying use of an IFP only using that facility when there 
is a VOR or NDB
• Summary: ForeFlight recommends changing NOTAM 


policy to generate an FDC NOTM for 
VOR/TACAN/NDB procedures when the facility is out 
of service due to a shut down or an outage


• Actions:
– Brief outcome of ACM Recommendation Review Group


• Status:
– Item closed
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25-02-389 Altimeter Setting Procedures in the US 
National Airspace System


• Summary: NBAA recommends a working group be 
formed to address pilot guidance updates


• Actions:
– Brief outcome of ACM Recommendation Review Group


• Status:
– Item closed
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25-02-390 Improved Clarity on Inoperative Component 
Adjustments with Like-Named Approach Minima


• Summary: Garmin recommends clarifying line of 
minima impacted by chart note; NBAA recommend 
new INOP table for TPP to reduce chart notes


• Actions:
– Brief outcome of ACM Recommendation Review Group


• Status:
– Item accepted
– AFS-420 will further explore the issue
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Next ACM Instrument Procedures Group


Virtual
September 21-23, 2026


Thank you for your participation!
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22-01-368 MSA Center for Non-RNAV Procedures
• Summary: Garmin introduced to address MSA 


centers at great distance from the airport and/or 
portions of the instrument approach


• Actions:
– FPAG to continue work on possible solutions


• Status:
– Brief proposed changes for feedback
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22-01-368 MSA Center for Non-RNAV Procedures
• Summary: Garmin introduced to address MSA 


centers at great distance from the airport and/or 
portions of the instrument approach


• Actions:
– FPAG to continue work on possible solutions


• Status:
– Criteria revision proposals being evaluated











