
14 APR 1990 

Ms. D~lfina R. Mott 
Director of Safety 
Association of Flight Attendants 

Dear Ms. Mott: 

This is in reply to your letter of January 8, 1980, in whi~. 
you request info:nne)tion regarding the definit .ion of an inf·dht 
carrier, and the proper placenent of such a carrier durin<.f 
takeoff and landi~g. 

There is no r~gulatory d~finition of the tetm infant carr~ t 
the Federal A•Jiation Regulations. Considering the purpose . 
regulations concerning carry-on..baggl!.ge, the agency practi e 
has b~en that an •infant carrier• which is of a rigid or h 
surf~e construction must be treated as carry-on baggage f 
the purpose of ~ 121.599. Accordingly, such a de•1ice woul 
have to be stored in compliance with that section during 
takeoff 3.nd landing. Since you indtcate there may be some 
inconsiste:1cy, we are requesting our Air Trans'Portation 
Division to take such ~teps as are nece5~ary to en~ute 
consistency of application amon9 all the region~.• 

. . . I 

~-Je note your .st?.ternent that· an infant under two years of ar.·· 
,T;~y be !1~1~ by an adult or person over 12 years of•,-3ge cur ~ 
takeQff and landing. In a telephone tonversatiort · beld wit ·. 
tbis office on 3/26/30, you indicated your belief t::at sin ·~ 
persons over 12 years old are allowed to travel by t:hemsel es, 
then euch persons would be the ~quivalent of an aciult for · 
purposes of Secion 121.311 which deals with seats and safety 
belt requirem~nts. . · 

We cannot ag.ree, and are unfamiliar _with any interpretation 
that a 12 year old is equ·ivalent to an adult. We have also 
confirmed with the Air Transportation Division that there it no 
agency practice which treats a 12 year old as an adult. Th 
word •adult• as it appears in Section 121.311 is used in th 
ordinary sense of the word to denote a person 18 years o! a e 
or older. 

If' this office can be of any further assistance, please do ~ 
hesitate to contact us. 

Sincerely, 

~~~~·:· ·•...,~.~-"":':! ~y 
c1:::.~~ F. r.~.:~,.~~ 

Edward P. F'aberman 
Acti~ Assistant Chief Counsel 
Regulations and Enforcement Division 
Office of the Chief Counsel 
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