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	SUMMARY
This paper presents the work programme, terms of reference (TOR) and working practices of the recently formed Ad-Hoc Working Group on Global Operational Data Link Document (GOLD). Recognizing the benefits of a single global operational document that standardizes procedures for FANS data link services (ADS-C and CPDLC), this paper proposes that IPACG FIT support the work being undertaken under the auspices of the Ad-Hoc Working Group to produce a FANS Global Operational Data Link Document.



1. INTRODUCTION
1.1 Asia and Pacific Regions (ASIA/PAC) and the North Atlantic (NAT) Region maintain separate documents within each region to standardize on procedures for the Future Air Navigation System (FANS) data link services.  The NAT maintains the Guidance Material for ATS Data Link Services in North Atlantic Airspace, currently at version 17, dated June 2008.  The guidance material has been officially adopted by six flight information regions (FIRs) throughout the NAT.  The ASIA/PAC uses the FANS Operations Manual (FOM), currently at version 5.0, dated August 2007. The FOM has been officially adopted by 47 FIRs throughout the ASIA/PAC.  Through various regional forums, the ASIA/PAC and the NAT have agreed to develop a global operational data link document to align and harmonize the guidance material and procedures for data link operations that can be used within the ASIA/PAC and the NAT, as well as other regions of the world.

2. DISCUSSION
2.1 On the Asia/Pacific side, initiatives for this work date as far back as the 15th meeting of the Asia/Pacific Air Navigation Planning and Implementation Regional Group (APANPIRG/15, August 2004), which recognized that additional effort was required to more closely align the material of the documents concerned.  In consideration of the global nature of the issues, APANPIRG/15 appreciated that the ICAO headquarters was willing to undertake the lead to progress this work in coordination with the Regional Office and the States responsible for the FOM. APANPIRG/15 reiterated the importance of common data link operating procedures for global applicability, and urged States to continue to support ICAO’s efforts to achieving this goal.
2.2 The 18th meeting of the APANPIRG ATM/AIS/SAR Sub-group (June 2008, Bangkok) noted that ASIA/PAC and the NAT had agreed to develop a global operational data link document to align and harmonize the guidance material and procedures for data link operations.  TOR and points of contact (POCs), as shown in Attachment to this paper, have been identified to serve the Ad-Hoc Working Group to produce the Global Operational Data Link Document (GOLD) targeted for completion by the end of 2008.
2.3 APANPIRG/19 (September 2008, Bangkok) welcomed the initiatives taken so far by both the ASIA/PAC and the NAT Regions, in coordination with the ICAO Regional Offices in Bangkok, Paris and the ICAO headquarters in Montreal, to work towards the GOLD.  The meeting supported the work of the Ad-Hoc GOLD Working Group and adopted the following Conclusion:

Conclusion 19/9
–
Support for Ad-Hoc GOLD Working Group

That, recognizing the many benefits to be gained from the global application of harmonized FANS data link operational procedures, APANPIRG supports the work being undertaken under the auspices of the Ad-Hoc GOLD Working Group to produce a FANS Global Operational Data Link document (GOLD) and invites the Asia/Pacific Regional Office to act as the regional focal point for the Ad-Hoc GOLD Working Group.

3. ACTION BY THE MEETING

3.1
The meeting is invited to:

a) note the information in this paper,

b) recognize the initiatives taken so far by both the ASIA/PAC and NAT Regions, in coordination with the ICAO Regional Offices in Bangkok, Paris and the ICAO headquarters in Montreal, to work towards a single, globally applicable procedures document for FANS data link operations; and

c) lend support to the progression of the GOLD by endorsing the Conclusion above.

…………………………..
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