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Fe.leraJ Register I Vol. &&.. No. ~6 1 F.riday, Nov.emrer .2~, "1993 I Ndices 

Aviation Rulemaklng Adviao,y 
Committee; Part 65 WoridnJJ Group-­
New Task 

AtENC'l':T'ederal Aviation 
Administration :{FAA,, DOT. 
~l:110N: Notice of new task assignment 
far the Part 65 Worlcing Group. 

SUMMARY:.Notioe ts given of a DeW task 
assigoment Sar tlle Part 65 Working 
Group from the Aviation Ru1emaldng 
Advisory Committee. Thn DOtice 
informs the pub'..ic of the activities of 
the AR.AC on air:ce.nier/genend l!Viatian 
maintenance issues. 
FOR FURlMEA 1NFORW.T10N COH?AC1': 
Mr. Frederick J. Lenoelli, Assistant 
Exa::utive Director :for Air Carrier/ 
General Aviatio:r:i Maintenaoce lssws, 
Aviation Ru:lemal:ing .Advisol')' 
Committee, Flight Standards Service 
(AFS-300), 800 lndependeoce Awn•. 
SW., Washington, DC 21t591, Telephcme: 
.(202) 267-S546; FAX: {~2l ~61-5230. 
SUPPL.EMENT'MtY N"ORMATION: The 
Federe.l Aviatian Admmistlation :(F.A.A) 
has established an Aviation Rwemaking 
Advnory Committee {ARAC} {56 FR 
2190, January 2.2, 1991; .and ~8 FR 9230., · 
February 19, 1993).0neareatheARAC 
deals M-ith is air carrw/genetal rnation 
maintenance issues. Tb998 issues 
involve mechanic certification ud 
approved training schools ouiliaed in 
par'..s 65 and 147 and .the me:mtananae 
standards for parts 23, 25; 27, 29, 31, 33, 
and 35 aircraft, -engines, propellers, and 
their component parts snd parallel 
provisions in parts 21, 43, 91, 121, 125, 
127, 129, 133, 135, a.11d 137 of the 
Federcl Aviation Regulations !FAR), 
which aTethe responsibility of the FAA 
Director, Flight Stc:ndards Service. At its 
first meeting on air ca'Tier/genera1 
aviation maintenance issues on May 24, 
1991 (56 FR 20492, May 3, 1991),·the 
ARA.C established the Pa.-t 65 Working 
Group and &ssigned it a tasl. AUts 
meeting held on October 18, 1993 {58 
FR 49542, September 23, i9S31, the 
ARAC assigned an additional task to the 
Part 65 Working G1oup: 

Task 
Specifically, the Pa.rt 65 Worling 

Group's task ls the Jallcn\'in,g: 
1. Conduct II further regwatcq redew of. 

Part 65, incl~ po&sible,deYelopment 'Ol 

mditional 1ll!Itilicalkm& ,imi n-llBgistleticm r,f 
Giatian.maintenance ilBchD.icia.ns and 
n,peinnen, to include appropriate train.mg 
issues. Additional rertifications would 
include llD. 11dvanced-generali!lt a:nd en 
adnnced-specia1ist, 'based on the current 
wystem ·df Airframe and ~erplant 
generalists and repairmen:specialists. 

2. lf the wor~~~p determine& that e 
notice of proposed rulemaking would be an 
appropriate measure, ensure that the 
recommendation to the FAA is 11 -camplete 
J>SW86· That pacbl!9 should mclude the 
-preamble, !the proposed rule,,an economic 
ewluaticm u ualym, a:ad a .appropriate 
-.irmew. 

3. If the working groi.y, detmmines that.an 
advisory circular would be appropriate, that 
package should include a complete 
justificatioD .and -G appropriate legal l'eView 
before subnilttmg a recommendation to the 
FAA. 

Reports 
A. Recommend time liDe.{s.J for 

completion of the lask, 'including 
rationale.. for consideration at the 
meeting ,of the .ARAC t.o t:onsider air 
carrier/general aviation maintenance 
issues held folilowing publicatillll of this 
notice. · 
. B. Give a detailed conoeptua1 

prese.o.tati-0D -on Cle task to the ARAC . 
belore proceeding witb the w.ork-as 
stated in the task ~atement above. 

C. Ctve 11-sta'tus report an thetas\. a't 
each meeting ohhe :A.RAC held too 
comrider lrlr carri6?'1'.gerreral aviation 
maintenance issues. 

The Part 65 Worling 'Groap wiH be 
comprised of ,experts from those . 
OJW!.Ilizations having an interest in the 
task assigned. A working group member 
need -not necessarily ~ea ~presentative 
of one o! the member .organizations of 
the AR.AC. An indtvid\lal who bas 
experti~e :in !be "SU'bject matter and 
wishes to become a member .of the 
working grou.p should write the person 
listed under the caption FOFI FURTHER 
INFORMAT.ION CONTACT expre8sing that 
desire, describing :his or her in1erest in 
the task, andtheexpe:tise heor she 
would bring to the worki~ggroup. The 
request will be reviewed with the 
Assistant Oiair o!the ARAC 'for air 
carrier/general aviation maintenance 
issues and the Chair of the Part 65 
Working Group, and the individual wi.!1 
be advised v .. hether or not 1lre request 
can be accommodated. 

The Secretary -of Transportation bas 
determined that ·the formation ·end ·use 
of the ARA,C are necessary in the public 
interest m :com:ection with the 
performance fJf duties imposed ,on the 
FAA by law. Meetings of the ARAC.&o 
consider .air-ca:rrler/general aviation 
maintewmce issues will be opeii to !the 
_public except as .authorized by 9Bdliolil 
lO(d) of the Federal A,dviso:rf. 

Committee Act. Meeiings of the Part 65 
Working Group will not be open to the 
public, except to the extent that 
individuals with an interest and 
expertise are selected to participate. No 
public announcement of working group 
meetings will be made. 

Issued in Washington, DC, on November 
19, 1993. 
Benjamin J. Burton, Jr., 
Acting Assistant Executive Director for Air 
Carrier/General Aviation Maintenance Issues, 
Aviation Rulemaldng Advisory Committee. 
[FR Doc. 93-28980 Filed 11-24-93; 8:45 am] 
BILUNG CODE 4911>-1S-.-
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U.S. Deportment 
of Transportation 

Federal Aviation 
Administration 

c · ·- . 

Mr. Steven R. Erickson 
Director, Maintenance and Materiel 
Air Transport Association of America 
1301 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW. 
Washington, DC 20004-1707 

Dear Mr. Erickson: 

800 Independence Ave .. S.W. 
Washington. O.C. 20591 

It is my understanding that the Federal Aviation Regulations 
Part 65 Working Group of the Aviation Rulemaking Advisory 
Committee (ARAC) is nearing completion of the task assigned 
by the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) as published in 
the Federal Register on August 27, 1991. 

I would like to request that the ARAC consider the following 
as a new task: 

a. Conduct a further regulatory review of Part 65, 
including possible development of additional certifications 
for aviation maintenance technicians and repairmen. 

b. If the working group determines th~t ~ notice 0f 
proposed rulemaking would be an appropriate measure, ensure 
that the recommendation to the FAA is a complete package . 
That package should include the preamble, the proposed rule, 
an economic evaluation or analysis, and an appropriate legal 
review. 

c. If the working group determines that an advisory 
circular would be appropriate, that package should include a 
complete justification and an appropriate ·legal review 
before submitting a recommendation to the FAA. 



• . 

I would like to thank the Part 65 Working Group for its 
dedication and efforts toward the completion of its first 
task. 

For questions concerning this new task, please do not 
hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

~/ . · 

~:/.-~ 
Aflthony J . Broderick 
Associate Administrator for Regulation 

and Certification 
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Air Transport Association 

October 19, 1993 

Mr. Anthony J. Broderick 
Associate Administrator for Regulation & Certification (A VR-1) 
Federal Aviation Administration 
800 Independence Avenue, S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20591 

Dear Tony: 

Thank you for your letter, dated September 30, 1993, regarding a new task for the 
Part 65 Working Group. The task was discussed at yesterday's meeting of the Air 
Carrier/General Aviation Maintenance Interest Area of the Aviation Rulemaking 
Advisory Committee. 

ARAC responded favorably to the idea of a new task for Par·t 65: but wished to 
delimit the scope of the task to specific areas as follows: 

a. Conduct a further regulatory review of Part 65, including possible development 
of additional certifications and re-registration of aviation maintenance technicians 
and repairmen, to include appropriate training issues. Additional certifications 
would include an advanced generalist and an advanced specialist, based on the 
current system of Airframe and Powerplant generalists and repairmen specialists. 

Subparagraphs b. and c. from your letter would remain unchanged. 

The proposed revision to the task more clearly describes the work to be 
performed, and also makes it possible to establish definite timelines for accomplishment. 
There is a growing sentiment within ARAC that tasks should be completed fairly rapidly, 
with accountability for the amount of time and effort expended in the effort. 

The working group has also completed its "Phase I" NPRM, which will enter a 45 
day approval cycle within ARAC before I transmit the document to you. Barring 
unforeseen difficulties, I hope to complete that process by mid-December. 

Air Transport Association o.f America 
1301 Pennsylvania Ave., NW - Suite 1100 Washington, DC 20004-1707 

(202) 626-4000 



Mr. Anthony J. Broderick 
October 19, 1993 
Page Two 

Please approve the revised task statement and rn transmit it to the working 
group. I believe the working group is eager to address the issues, and look forward to a 
rapid development of a "Phase 2" NPRM. 

cc: Fred Leonelli, FAA (AFS-300) 
Les Vipond, FAA (AFS-330) 
Barbara Herber, FAA (ARM-205) 
David Wadsworth, PAMA 
Bob Toth, US 
Doug Grant, CO 

Sincerely, 

Steven R. Erickson 
Director 
Maintenance & Materiel 



U.S. Department 
of Transportation 

Federal Aviation 
Administration 

Mr. Steven R. Erickson 
Director, Maintenance & Materiel 
Air Transport Association of America 
1301 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW. 
Washington, DC 20004-1707 

Dear Mr. Erickson: 

800 Independence Ave .. S.W. 
Washington, O.C. 20591 

Thank you for your October 19 letter concerning the acceptance of a new 
task by the Part 65 Working Group of the Aviation Rulemaking Advisory 
Committee (ARAC). 

I am in agreement with the task as revised by ARAC since the description 
is more specific regarding the work to be performed by the working group 
and, as you pointed out, timelines for accomplishment can more readily be 
established. The Office of Rulemaking will prepare a notice announcing 
the new task for publication in the Federal Register within several 
weeks. 

Again, I wish to express my appreciation to the Part 65 Working Group for 
its efforts in completing its first task and the acceptance of an 
additional task to address Part 65. 

Sincerely'· 

~~ ~ z ~A ~</ nthony . ro .-rick 
' 'Associate Adm; istrator for 

Regulation and Certification 



.. 

[ 4910-13-P] 

DEPAR.'l'liGh:' O.r TIUUISPORTAT.ION' 

.rec:larml, Aviation Admin.iatration. 

14. cm Part• 65, 66, and 14.1 

[Docket No. 27863; Motice No. 

RDJ: 21~0-

DRAFT. 

NOV 201995 

] 

Raviaion of Certification Requirement•: Mecb•ntca and 

Repairmmi 

AQ.BNCr: Federal Aviation A~inistration {FAA), DOT. 

ACT~ON: Notice of proposed rulemaking (NPRM). 

SCMMJUlY: This notice proposes to amend the Federal Aviation 

Regulations (FAR) tha~ prescribe the certification and 

training requirements for mechanics and repairmen. Current · 

regulations prescribing these certification r~quirements do 

not reflect the extensive differences in the maintenance 

skills required of currently certificated personnel, the 

significant technological advances that have occurred in the 

aviation industry, and the enhancements, in training and 

instructional methods, that have affected all aviation 

maintenance personnel. Tbe proposed rule would consolidate 

and clarify all certification, training, experience, and 

currenc:Y,-"·requirements for aviation maintenance personnel in 

a newly established 14 CFR part 66. It would create 

additional certificates and ratings, and would modify the 

privileges and limitations of current certificates to · 

respond more closely to the responsibilities of aviation 
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.... 
.... 

maintenance personnel. The proposal would also enhance th~· 

technical capabilities of, and increase the level of 

professionalism among, aviation maintenance personnel by 

establishing new training requi~ements. As current rules do 

not provide the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) with 

an accurate assessment o.f active aviation maintenance 

personnel, the proposal would also enhance aviation safety 

by giving the FAA essential demographic information that 

could be used to disseminate vital aviation safety and 

training information. 

DA'l'B(S): Comments must be submitted on or before 

ADDRESSES: Comments on this notice should be mailed, in 

triplicate, to: Federal Aviation Administration, Office of. 

the Chief Counsel, Attention: Rules Docket (AGC-200), 

Docket No. 27863, 800 Independence Avenue SW·., 

Washington, DC 20591. Comments delivered must be marked 

Docket No. 27863. Comments may also be submitted 

electronically to the following Internet address: 

nprmcmts@mail.hq.faa.gov. Comments may be examined in 

Room 915G weekdays between 8:30 a.m. and 5 p.m., except on 

Federal holidays. 

FOR ~ DU'ORMA'l'::COH COHTAC'l': Mr. Leslie K. Vipond, 

AFS-302~ Aircraft Maintenance Division, Flight Standards 

Service, Federal .Aviation Administration, 800 Independence 

Avenue SW., Washington, DC 20591, telephone (202) 267~3269. 
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. " 
. " 

SUPPitBNBHT.ARY ZNFORDTIOH: 

ccmnnent• :cnvited 

Interested persons are invited to participate in the 

making of the proposed rule by submitting such written data, 

views, or argurnents"as they may desire. Comments relating 

to the environmental, energy, federalism, or economic impact 

that might result from adopting the proposals in this notice 

are also invited. Substantive comments should be 

accompanied by cost estimates, if appropriate. Comments 

should identify the regulatory docket or notice number and 

should be submitted in triplicate to the Rules Docket 

address specified above. All comments received on or before 

the specified closin~ date for comments will be considered . 

by . the Administrator before taking action on this proposed 

rulemaking. The proposals contained in this notice may be 

changed in light of comments received. All comments 

received will be available, both before and after the 

closing date for comments, in the Rules Docket for 

examination by interested persons. A report summarizing 

each substantive contact with FAA personnel concerned with 

this rulemaking will be filed in the docket. Commenters 

wishing the FAA to acknowledge receipt of their comments 

submitted in response to this notice must include a 

preaddressed, stamped postcard on which the following 

statement is made: "Comments to Docket No. 27863." The 

postcard wil1 be date stamped and mailed to the commenter. 
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Availability of NPRM• 

Any person may obtain a copy of this Notice of Proposed 

Rulemaking (NPRM) by submitting a request to the Federal 

Aviation Administration, Office of Public Affairs, 
•, 

Attention: Public Inquiry Center, APA-430, 800 Independence 

Avenue SW., Washington, DC 20591, or by calling 

(202) 267-3484. Communications must identify the notice 

number of this NPRM. 

Persons interested in being placed on the mailing list 

for future NPRMs should request from the above office a copy 

of Advisory Circular {AC) No. ll-2A, "Notice of Proposed 

Rulemaking Distribution System," which describes the 

application procedure. 

Backgrow::ui 

Statement of the Problem. 

In keeping with the FAA's policy of reviewing and 

upgrading regulations to ensure that they are consistent 

with changes in the aviation environment, the FAA has 

conducted a multiphase regulatory review to amend subparts D 

and E of 14 CFR part 65, which pertain.to mechanics, 
-

mechanics holding inspection authorizations, and repairmen. 

Sine& the-recodification of the Civil Air Regulations into 

the Federal Aviation Regulations on August 10,. 1962, a 

complete regulatory review of the certification requirements 

for these airmen has not been accomplished, and few 

significant revisions to these subparts have been made . 



-~ 

However~ numerous technological advances.in the aviation 

industry, recent FAA and in~ernatio~al regulatory 

activities, concerns over aging aircraft, and enhancements 

in training methods have significantly affected all aspects 
'· 

of aviation maintenance operations. Additionally, various 

and often conflicting interpretations of the existing 

regulations have resulted periodically in confusion among 

the airmen for whom this part was intended. Based on these 

factors, the FAA has inst~tuted this complete regulatory 

review of part 65, subparts D and E. 

History 

In November 1989, a joint industry/FAA part 65 review 

group was formed to evaluate and review certification 

requirements for mechanics and repairmen. The review 

group's objective was to develop and present a unified 

position on recommended changes to part 65. The group was 

composed of representatives from several aviation 

associations and was coordinated by the Professional 

Aviation Maintenance Association (PAMA). FAA interests were 

represented by the Aircraft Maintenance Division (AFS-300} 

of the FAA. 

Thee review group conducted a series of panel 

discussions throughout the United States and, as a result, 

drafted the Industry/FAA Part 65 Review Group Working Paper, 

which was completed on January 31, 1991. This paper 

presented the issues of general agreement within the review 
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group and also presented those issues that the group 

believed would require further discussion. 

In support of this regulatory review, the FAA also 

completed a historical review of part 65, subparts D and E, 

on October 22, 1991: This review revealed that, as of 

October 1991, there had been 17 amendments (1 of which was 

rescinded), 3 petitions for rulemaking, and 100 exemption 

actions to these subparts since recodification in 1962. In 

addition, one accident, the Aloha Airlines Boeing 737 

structural failure on April 28, 1988, generated National 

Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) recommendations related 

to amending these subparts. 

The three petitio~s for rulemaking addressed issues 

associated with establishing certificates and ratings for 

avionics and instrument technicians, recertifying mechanics, 

and allowing applicants for mechanic certificates who desire 

to qualify on the basis of experience but have not graduated 

from an approved part 147 aviation maintenance technician 

school to take the oral and practical tests for a 

certificate or rating before completing the required 

written tests. 

The majority of requests for exemption, FAA policy 

letters, and legal interpretations regarding mechanics 

pertained to inspection authorization renewal or to general 
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eligibility and experience requirements. The majority of 

actions concerning repairmep involved certificate privileges 

and limitations. 

During 1991, the FAA also conducted a survey of FAA 

regional offices on the certification of mechanics, holders 

of inspection authorizations, and repairmen. A copy of this 

survey has been placed in Docket No. 27863. 

The survey questions were derived from issues that 

surfaced during FAA parti~ipat~on in listening sessions with 

aviation industry associations and the International Civil 

Aviation Organization (ICAO) Aircraft Maintenance Engineer 

Licensing Panel and from issues identified in legal 

interpretations, petitions for exemption, petitions for 

rulemaking, and enforcement actions. 

Results of this survey showed clear support for: 

(1) replacing the term •mechanic• with •aviation maintenance 

technician•; (2) developing a system for granting additional 

privileges and limitations for mechanics; (3) encouraging 

additional FAA participation with ICAO and other aviation 

authorities to standardize training and certification of 

maintenance personnel; (4) using aviation maintenance 

ins~ctor experience to satisfy recent experience 

requirements; (5) clarifying§ 65.75(b), regarding written 

test requirements; (6) adding the term •facsimile~ to 

§ 65.16; and (7) developing a separate certificate or rating 

for balloon repairmen. The majority of the respondents 
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supported changes in the English-language requirements for 

both mechanics and repairmen, the continued acceptance of 

military aircraft maintenance experience as the basis for 

airframe and powerplant mechanic certification, and changes 

in the units of time used in current§ 65.77 to designate 

experience requirements for mechanics, from months to hours. 

Further impetus for the part 65 review came with the 

establishment of the Aviation Rule.making Advisory 

Committee (ARAC). The ARAC.charter became effective on 

February 5, 1991 (56 FR 2190, January 22, 1991), and the 

Committee was most recently renewed on February 21, 1995 

(60 FR 11165, March 1, 1995). The ARAC was est·ablished to 

assist the FAA in the rulemaking process by providing input. 

from outside the Federal Government on major regulatory 

issues affecting aviation safety. The ARAC includes 

representatives of air carriers, manufacturers, general 

aviation. labor groups, colleges, universities, 

associations, airline passenger groups, and the general 

public. The ARAC's formation has given the FAA additional 

opportunities to solicit infoDttation directly from 

significantly affected parties, who meet and exchange ideas 

about proposed rules and existing rules that should either 

be revised or eliminated. The FAA has received significant 

assistance from the ARAC in this review and in the 

formulation of the proposals contained in this NPRM. 

8 



.... 
... 

At its first meeting on air carrier/general aviation 

maintenance issues on May 24, 1991 (56 FR 20492, 

May 3, 1991), the ARAC established the Part 65 Working 

Group. The ARAC tasked this working group to conduct a 

review of the certiflcation requirements for mechanics, 

mechanics holding inspection authorizations, and repairmen. 

At that time, these requirements were contained in 

14 CFR part 65, subparts D and E. Because the scope of this 

review was extensive, th~ working group divided its review 

of the certification requirements for aviation maintenance 

personnel into a series of phases. 

Once the first phase of this review was complete, the 

ARAC analyzed the efforts of the working group and made a 

series of recommendations to the FAA, which resulted in the 

FAA's issuance of an NPRM on August 17, 1994- (59 FR 42430). 

That NPRM proposed: (1) establishing a separate part in the 

FAR for aviation maintenance personnel; (2) removing 

gender-specific terms from the original regulation; 

(3) changing the term nmechanic• to "aviation maintenance 

technician"; (4) changing the term •repairman" to naviation 

repair specialist"; (5) establishing the equivalency of the 

aviation maintenance · technician certificate and the aviation 

repair specialist certificate with current certificates; 

(6) allowing facsimiles to be used in the process of 

replacing lost or destroyed aviation maintenance technician 

and aviation repair specialist certificates; (7) requiring 
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applicants to demonstrate English-language proficiency by 

reading and explaining appropriate maintenance publications 

and by writing defect and repair statements; 

(8) discontinuing the certification of aviation maintenance 

personnel who are employed outside the United States and who 

are not proficient in the English language; (9} requiring 

all aviation maintenance technician applicants to pass a 

written test that would examine their knowledge of all 

applicable maintenance regulations; (lOY clarifying the 

requirement that each applicant for an aviation maintenance 

technician certificate pass all written tests before 

applying for oral and practical t~sts; (11) recognizing 

computer-based testing methods; (12) specifying all 

experience requirements in hours instead of months for 

initial certification; (13) establishing a basic competency 

requirement for aviation maintenance technicians; 

(14} allowing aviation maintenance technicians to use 

equipment-specific training as an additional means to 

qualify for the exercise of certificate privileges; 

(15) permitting aviation maintenance instructors to use 

instructional time to satisfy currency requirements; 

(16) establishing training requirements for aviation 

maintenance technicians who desire to use their certificates 

for compensation or hire; (17) extending the duration of an 
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inspection authorization from 1 to 2 years; and 

(18) expanding the renewal options available to the holder 

of an inspection authorization. 

After further work by the Part 65 Working Group and the 

rapid completion of che second phase of the review of the 

certification requirements for mechanics and repairmen, the 

ARAC recommended that the FAA consolidate the proposals made. 

in the earlier NPRM with those proposals made by the ARAC at 

the completion of the second phase of the regulatory review. 

This decision was based on the ARAC's evaluation that the 

proposals made in Phase II of the Part 65 Working Group's 

review of the certification requirements for aviation 

maintenance personnel would cause significant changes to the 

format and content of proposed part. 66, as set forth in the 

recently published Part 65-Phase I NPRM. As a result of the 

creation of new subparts in proposed part 66 for the 

aviation maintenance technician (transport) (AMT(T)) 

certificate and the inspection authorization, the addition 

of a separate rating for aviation maintenance instructors, 

and the creation of an additional aviation repair specialist 

certificate, the ARAC determined that the general 

organization of part 66, as previously proposed, would be 

greatly altered. 

The FAA, . in an effort to avoid confusion in the 

implementation of the final rule, agreed with the ARAC's 

recommendation and determined that the changes proposed in 
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the earlier NPRM, and the additional changes proposed as a 

result of recommendations made at the completion of the 
-

second phase of the regulatory review, should be reconciled 

and consolidated into a single -NPRM containing both sets of 

proposals. The FAA,· therefore, withdrew the initial NPRM on 

[insert date, (XX FR XXXX)]. The FAA contends that the 

creation of part 66, as set forth in the earlier proposal, 

followed by a series of sweeping changes to implement the 

additional proposals set fortp in this NPRM, would have been 

confusing to the aviation maintenance comm.unity and would 

have hindered the implement~tion of the changes that the 

working group has set out to accomplish. 

The proposals developed during both Phase I and 

Phase II of the Part 65 regulatory review, and set forth in 

this NPRM, cover a broad range of issues affecting the 

certification of aviation maintenance personnel. This NPRM 

reconciles the proposals made in the earlier NPRM with the 

proposals made as a result of the completion of Phase II of 

the ARAC's review of the certification requirements for 

aviation maintenance personnel. All of the proposals in 

this NPRM have been extensively researched for the FAA by 

the Pare-65 Working Group, and all proposals made in this 

NPRM are based on the ARAC's recommendations. 

12 



-~ 

.. 

General Discussion of the Propoaa1 

Modification of Previous Proposal 

A majority of the proposals developed during Phase I of 

the regulatory review and set ~orth in the earlier NPRM have 

also been set forth 'in this proposal. Of those 18 specific 

proposals previously noted as being set forth in the earlier 

NPRM, only 6 of those proposals have been significantly 

modified in this NPRM. 

Many of the discrepancies between the current proposal 

and the earlier NPRM resultea from the previously proposed 

equivalency of a mechanic certificate to an aviation 

maintenance technician (AMT) certificate. As a result of 

the completion of Phase II _of this review, the FAA proposes. 

the creation of both AMT and AMT(T) certificates. The 

current mechanic certificate with airframe and powerplant 

ratings would be equivalent to the proposed AMT(T) 

certificate with an aircraft rating {with no loss of 

privileges) and not the AMT certificate, as stated in the 

earlier NPRM. The original proposal to change the term 

"mechanic• to "aviation maintenance technician• has, 

therefore, been modified to reflect the propo_sed change. 

All privileges granted to an AMT(T) with an aircraft rating 

by the proposed rule would apply to the holder of a current 

mechanic certificate with airframe and powerplant ratings. 

The holder of the proposed aviation maintenance technician 

(AMT) certificate with an aircraft rating would not possess 
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the full approval for return-to-service privileges of the 

holder of either the curren~ rnecha,nic certificate with an 

airframe and powerplant rating or the proposed (and 

equivalent) aviation maintenance technician (transport) 
'· 

(AMT(T)) certificate with an aircraft rating. 

This proposal would also combine the current airframe 

and powerplant ratings into a single "aircraft" rating. The 

FAA would not issue· any proposed certificates with airframe 

and powerplant ratings as stated in the previous NPRM. 

In the earlier NPRM, information pertaining to 

inspection authorizations was found solely in the subpart of 

proposed part 66, that would pertain to AMTs. The current 

proposal, however, would create two certificates (the AMT 

and AMT(T)), both of whose holders would be eligible for 

inspection authorization privileges. The proposal, 

therefore, would remove those sections that pertain to 

inspection authorizations from the subpart, proposed in the 

earlier NPRM, that was applicable solely to the AMT 

certificate and place this information in a separate subpart 

applicable to both AMT and AMT(T) certificates. 

Additionally, the proposal would not permit participatio~ in 

current inspection programs recommended by the manufacturer, 

or other inspection programs established by the registered 

owner or-operator under 14 CFR 91.409(f).(3) or (4), as a 

means of ·satisfying inspection authorization renewal 

requirements. 
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By establishing a new type of aviation repair 

specialist certificate based on proficiency in a designated 

specialty area but not lihked to employment, this proposal 

significantly reorganizes the subpart of previously proposed 

part 66 applicable to aviation repair specialists. Although 

the earlier NPRM states that a valid repairman certificate 

would be equal to an aviation repair specialist certificate, 

under the proposal the current repairman certificate would 

only be equivalent to the aviation repair specialist 

certificate issued on the basis of employment (ARS-II) and 

not to the aviation repair specialist certificate issued on 

the basis of proficiency. in a designated specialty are~ 

(ARS-I) (unless the FAA issued the current repairman 

certificate based on compliance with a recognized national 

standard, such as that established for nondestructive 

inspection). 

Additionally, as a result of comments received to the 

earlier NPRM, the proposal to specify practical experience 

requirements in hours for the issuance of an AMT certificate 

would be retained; however, the time interval in which 

currency requirements would be measured would continue to be 

stated in months. Also as a result of comments received, 

this proposal would propose a mandatory recurrent training 
. . 

requir~ent for aviation maintenance te~hnicians and 

aviation maintenance technicians (transport) who use their 

certificates for compensation or hire; however, this NPRM 
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would riot propose that this recurrent training consist of a 
minimum of 16 hours of recurrent training every 24 months, 

as stated in the previous NPRM. To afford aviation 

maintenance persormel greater latitude in the types of 

training that could'be used to qualify them for the exercise 

of certificate privileges, this proposal would change the 

more restrictive term "equipment-specific training, has set 

forth in the earlier proposal, to wappropriate training." 

It would also permit trai~ing on the "tasks to be performed" 

to be used to qualify a person for the exercise of 

certificate privileges, rather than require training to be 

on the nequipment on which the work is to be performed." 

Completion of training sufficient to permit the exercise of. 

certificate privileges would, therefore, not need to be 

conducted on the identical make and model of· an item on 

which subsequent work would be performed. 

To decrease the possibility that a certificate holder 

would have to make any additional requests for a telegram or 

facsimile to be used as proof of certification after a 

replacement certificate has been requested, this NPRM would 

also increase the period of validity of telegrams and 

facsimiles used as proof· of certification, from 60 days to 

90 days. 
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New Proposals Based on the Completion of Phase II of the 
Regulatory Review of the Certification Requirements for 
Mechanics and Repairmen 

Additional proposals.developed during Phase II of the 

regulatory review and set forth in this NPRM would~ 

(1) establish both aviation maintenance technician (AMT) and 

aviation maintenance technician (transport) (AMT(T)) 

certificates; (2} establish additional training requirements 

for individuals seeking the AMT(T) certificate with an 

aircraft rating; (3) consolidate current airframe and 

powerplant ratings into a proposed aircraft rating; 

(4) provide for the registration of holders of AMT and 

AMT(T) certificates; (5) establish an aviation maintenance 

instructor rating; (6) pern:iit AMTs and AMT(T)s to perform 

maintenance on horizontal ·card liquid-filled compasses; 

(7) grant inspection authorization privileges based on the 

type of certificate held by an individual; CB) require 

applicants for the inspection authorization to successfully 

complete an inspection authorization refresher course prior 

to application; (9) establish an aviation repair specialist 

certificate that may be issued independent of employment. 

(ARS-~), based on proficiency in designated specialty areas; 

(10) ·require the holder of any certificate issued under 

proposed part 66 to notify the Fl\A of a change of address in 

order to continue to exercise the privileges of the 

certificate; (11) establish procedures for the approval of 

AMT(T) training providers; (12) p~rmit certain aviation 
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maintenance technician schools to test applicants for the 

AMT certificate; (13) estab~ish pr~cedures by which the 

Administrator would be abie to grant, by waiver, 

certificates to applicants who have not met certain 

requirements of proposed part 66; and (14) replace the term 

"written testn with "knowledge test." 

The remainder of this preamble addresses the proposed 

changes resulting from both phases of the FAA's review of 

the certification requirements for mechanics and repairmen 

through a discussion of the principal issues and in a 

section-by-section analysis of the proposed rule. 

Principa1 rssues 

Establishment of a Separate Subpart for Aviation Maintenance 
Personnel 

Current part 65, in addition to regulating the 

certification requirements for aviation maintenance 

personnel, also regulates the certificatio~ of airmen such 

as aircraft dispatchers, air traffic control tower 

operators, and parachute riggers, whose certification 

requirements and duties differ markedly from those of 

aviation maintenance personnel. Current industry estimates 

indicate that there are more than 145,000 certificated 

mechanics and repairmen. Among personnel certificated by 

the FAA, the number of certificated aviation maintenance 

personnel·is second only to the number of certificated· 

pilots. Aviation maintenance personnel work in all aspects 
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of the aviation environment, perform tasks vastly different 

from those performed by ot~er airmen, and are affected by 

training and currency requirements that are substantially 

more extensive than those affecting other airmen currently 

regulated by part 65. The aviation maintenance sector is 

one of the most complex sectors of the aviation community, 

and all aviation maintenance personnel must possess many 

technical skills. The FAA, therefore, proposes to establish 

a new part 66 under the title "Certification: Aviation 

Maintenance Personnel." This new part would be created by 

removing subparts D {Mechan~cs} and E (Repairmen} from 

current part 65 and by using these existing subparts as the 

nucleus for the newly created subpart B (Aviation 

Maintenance Technicians), subpart C (Aviation Maintenance 

Technicians (Transport}), subpart D (Inspection 

Authorizations), and subpart E (Aviation Repair Specialists) 

under proposed part 66. The sections of current subpart A 

(General) of part 65 that apply to aviation maintenance 

personnel would be included in subpart A of proposed 

part 66. 

The addition of this new part to the FAR is warranted 

becaus~of the proposed creation of additional certificates 

and ratings for aviation maintenance personnel, the 

expansion of current certification requirements, and the 

increasing complexity of the training and currency 

requirements affecting aviation maintenance personnel. 
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Redesignation of the Term nMechanic" 

Because of changes in aircraft technology, the amount 

of specialized training required to perform aviation 

maintenance has increased significantly since the 

introduction of the 'term "mechanic." The highly complex and 

technical field of contemporary aviation maintenance 

requires substantially more than the manual skills typically ­

associated with individuals classified as "mechanics.fl The 

FAA asserts that the term "aviation maintenance technician" 

more completely describes the types of skills necessary to 

maintain today's complex aircraft and more accurately 

reflects the level of professionalism found in the aviation 

maintenance industry. _Additionally, adoption of the term 

"aviation maintenance technician• would standardize 

terminology throughout the aviation industry· and make 

part 66 consistent with 14 CFR part 147 (which regulates 

aviation maintenance technician schools), aviation 

maintenance trade publications, and the civil aviation 

regulations of many ICAO member states. Accordingly, the 

FAA proposes the deletion of the term ~mechanic" from 

proposed part 66. 

Establishment of Aviation Maintenance Technician {Transport) 
(AMT(T}) Certificates and Aviation Maintenance Technician 
(AMT) Certificates 

The Pilot and Aviation Maintenance Technician Blue 

Ribbon Panel, in its report titled Pilots and Aviation 

Maintenance Technicians for the Twenty-First Century: An 
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Assessment of Availability and Quality, noted that current 

FAA certification requirements do not give aviation 

maintenance personnel the entry-level experience and skills 

necessary for work involving transport-category aircraft 

that employ new techhology. The panel further noted that 

due to the rapid acceleration of technological advances,· the 

ability of aviation maintenance technicians to master this 

new technology without enhanced training is, therefore, 

becoming exceedingly difficult. The Blue Ribbon Panel 

concluded that more preparation and training are now 

required to. meet· the higher levels of qualification that the 

aviation maintenance industry demands. 

The Blue Ribbon Panel strongly recommended that the FAA.. 

develop the means necessary to train aviation maintenance 

personnel to a level of expertise beyond the level required 

today. The FAA agrees that this training must be 

accomplished in order to ensure that aviation maintenance 

personnel possess the necessary skills to maintain the 

sophisticated aircraft that are in se:r.:vice today. 

In recognition of the increasing complexity and 

integrated nature of the systems found in transport-category 

airplanes and transport-category rotorcraft, and as a result 

of both the Blue Ribbon Panel's and ARAC's recommendations, 

the FAA proposes the creation of the avi~tion maintenance 

technician (AMT) certificate and the aviation maintenance 

technician (transport) (AMT(T)) certificate. 
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Under the proposal, the holder of an aviation 

maintenance technician (transport) certificate with an 

aircraft rating would possess full approval for 

return-to-service privileges fo~ all types of aircraft, 

including those transport-category aircraft certificated 

under part 25 or part 29-. Individuals obtaining this 

certificate and rating after the effective date of the rule 

would be required to complete additional training in those 

systems and procedures of critical importance to the 

maintenance of sophisticated.transport-category aircraft. 

The holder of an aviation maintenance technician 

certificate with an aircraft rating would possess ~11 the 

privileges of the aviation ~intenance technician 

(transport) certificate (and .the equivalent mechanic 

certificate with airframe and powerplant ratings) except for 

full approval for return-to-service privileges of aircraft 

certificated under part 25 or part 29. 

The proposal would, however, provide approval for 

return-to-service privileges, for any aircraft certificated 

under part 25 or part 29, to the holder of the proposed AMT 

certificate under ·certain limited and specified 

circumstances. The proposal recognizes that an AMT may 

occasionally be called upon to perform relatively 

uncomplicated maintenance on aircraft certificated under 

part 25 or part 29. The holder of an AMT .certificate would 

only be permitted to approve these aircraft for return to 
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service after the performance of those preventive 

maintenance tasks specified in paragraph (c) of appendix A 

of 14 CFR part 43, or after the performance of certain tasks 

specified by the Administrator .. Those additional tasks 

specified by the Administrator would be published in 

advisory material. These limited exceptions recognize that 

in certain circumstances an .AMT may be required to perform 

minor maintenance on a transport-category aircraft and 

approve that aircraft for return to service at a remote 

location where an AMT(T) would not be available. 

At. these remote locations, however, an AMT would be 

permitted to perform work on these transport•category 

aircraft and approve for return to service any airframe, 

aircraft engine, propeller, appliance, component, or part of 

the aircraft. The AMT certificate holder would not, 

however, be permitted to approve the transport-category 

aircraft for return to service following the completion of 

tasks that are not specified in paragraph (c) of appendix A 

of part 43, or those tasks that have not otherwise been 

specified by the Administrator. 

Under the proposed rule, current limitations pertaining 

to the approval of items for return to service after the 

completion of major repairs or major alterations would be 

retained for holders of both the proposed AMT(T) certificate 

and the AMT certificate with an aircraft rating. 
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As a result of the regulatory changes t .o the 

certification requirements contained in this portion of the 

proposal and in the section of this proposal pertaining to 

the issuance of aviation repair specialist certificates 
•, 

(discussed below), the proposal would result in a 

certification process that would be compatible with that 

recommended by ICAO. The proposed certificate structure 

would also more closely reflect Transport Canada's proposed 

technician certification structure and would, therefore, 

facilitate the implementation of the fairly comprehensive 

provisions that pertain to the reciprocal acceptance of 

maintenance actions by U.S. and Canadian entities that 

operate under the terms of the U.S.-Canadian Bilateral 

Airworthiness Agreement. 

Any current and valid mechanic certificate with 

airframe and powerplant raticgs would be equivalent to an 

aviation rnaictenance technician (transport) certificate with 

an aircraft rating. Any individual who possesses a mechanic 

certificate with airframe and powerplant ratings prior to 

the effective date of the rule, therefore, would possess the 

same approval for return-to-service privileges as the holder 

of the proposed aviation maintenance technician (transport) 

certificate with an aircraft rating.· 

Aft~r the effective date of the rul.e, the FAA would 

cease issuing mechanic certificates with airframe or 

powerplant ratings. The FAA would also no longer recognize 
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mechanic certificates with aircraft and aircraft engine 

ratings after the effective date of the rule. Mechanic 

certificates with these ratings have not been issued since 

1952. Individuals who hold mechanic certificates with 

aircraft and aircraft engine ratings and who intend to 

exercise the privileges of the AMT(T) certificate are, 

therefore, encouraged to exchange these certificates, as 

specified in current§ 65.73(b}, prior to the effective date 

of the rule. 

The proposal would not require holders of current 

mechanic certificates with airframe and powerplant ratings 

to exchange their certificates for the proposed AMT{T) 

certificate. In the event of a lost or destroyed 

certificate, the holder of a current mechanic certificate 

with airframe and powerplant ratings would be issued an 

AMT(T) certificate with an aircraft rating. The holder of a 

current mechanic certificate with airframe and powerplant 

ratings could also obtain an AMT(T) certificate with an 

aircraft rating through the completion of the proposed 

AMT(T) training requirements. To satisfy these training 

requirements, the mechanic would be required to complete the 

entire AMT(T) training curriculum or obtain credit for 

previous training. 
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Establishment of Additional Training Requirements for 
Holders of the Aviation Maintenance Technician (Transport) 
Certificate 

An essential prerequisite for an individual to obtain 

the proposed AMT{T) certificate-would be the completion of 

an AMT(T) training program. Successful completion of this 

program would ensure that a person approving 

transport-category aircraft for return to service would 

possess the requisite level of expertise necessary to 

accomplish such tasks. 

All aviation maintenance personnel must possess a basic 

level of knowledge and skill in order to maintain an 

aircraft properly and approve that aircraft for return to 

service. The FAA, therefore, contends that the complexity 

of large transport aircraft systems and the enhanced level 

of safety required in air carrier operations·, where 

transport-category aircraft are primarily used, necessitate 

that aviation maintenance personnel approving these aircraft 

for return to service possess additional specialized skills 

and training. 

The FAA recognizes that acquiring these skills is a 

time-consuming process and that today's mechanics often 

learn the requisite skills while working for an air carrier 

or repair station. However, whether a current mechanic has 

these skills cannot be readily discerned through a review of 

an individual's current certification record. The proposed 

AMT(T) certificate would ensure that all aviation 
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maintenance personnel certificated after the effective date 

of the rule who approve transport-category aircraft for 

retu:cs:-to service possess these skills. The AMT(T) 

certificate would also provide the individual with a readily 

available, FAA-sanc~ioned recognition of a level of 

proficiency that previously could not be determined by 

reference to the individual's ce~tificate. 

Through the creation of this certificate, operators of 

aircraft certificated under part 25 or part 29 could be 

assured that the holder of an AMT(T) certificate issued 

after the effective date of the rule possesses the requisite 

knowledge and skill to approve these aircraft for return to 

service. This would enable operators to employ aviation 

maintenance personnel who could more rapidly meet the needs 

of their specific operating enviromnent without having to 

participate in extensive operator-sponsored training 

programs before performing maintenance on these aircraft. 

Operators would, therefore, be able to focus their training 

resources on aircraft type and difference training rather 

than on primary aircraft maintenance skills for transport-.' 

category aircraft·. Aviation maintenance · technician training 

school.a.:would also be able to apply their training resources 
~-

more-efficiently and could spend more ti.me training their 

students in. the .fundamental concepts and basic skills of 

aviation maintenance. 
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Under the proposal, an applicant for an AMT(T) 

certificate who does not already p~ssess the equivalent 

mechanic certificate with airframe and powerplant ratings, 

would only be required to possess a current and valid AMT 

certificate and present evidence that he or she has 

completed an AMT{T) training program, administered by an 

approved training provider, that meets specific curriculwn 

requirements. These training requirements would be designed 

to ensure that the holder of the certificate is competent to 

approve these aircraft for return to service. 

The proposed training requirements for the issuance of 

the AMT(T) certificate with an aircraft rating·would place 

no burden on current mechanics with airframe and powerplant -

ratings. Currently certificated mechanics possess approval 

for return-to-service authority for aircraft certificated 

under part 25 and part 29. Any holder of a current and 

valid mechanic certificate with an airframe and powerplant 

rating would, therefore, possess the privileges of the 

AMT(T) certificate with the aircraft rating. The proposal 

would not require a certificate exchange, and the FAA will 

recognize a current mechanic certificate with airframe and 

powerplant ratings as·being equivalent to the proposed 

AMT(T) certificate with the aircraft rating. 

After the ef£ective date of the proposed rule, 

individuals intending to obtain an AMT(T) certificate would 

have to possess a current and valid AMT certificate and 
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attend and successfully complete an AMT(T) training program, 

given by an approved training provider, that consists of 

573 hours of training in subjects of critical importance to 

individuals who maintain aircraft certificated under part 25 

or part 29. Training would be provided in subject areas 

such as electronics, composites, publications, safety and 

environmental concerns, structural repair, and powerplants 

and systems. Inclusion of these specific subject areas and 

the determination of the specific amount of training time 

that would be devoted to each individual subject area were 

specifically recommended by the ARAC after extensive 

consultations with aviation maintenance personnel, avia~ion 

maintenance educators~ and operators of transport-category 

aircraft. 

The FAA, in conjunction with the ARAC and the Part 65 

Working Group, has developed a detailed list of those 

individual subjects that it recommends should be required 

for inclusion in each subject area. The FAA has not, 

however, proposed that these individual subjects be included 

in the proposal, as their inclusion would require that any 

future proposal to change the subjects taught would have to 

be accomplished through rulemaking or through the grant of a 

petition. for exemption. The FAA would publish, prior to the 

effective date of the final rule, a detailed list, in 

advisory material, of those subjects to be taught in an 

AMT(T) training program. By publishing this subject list in 
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advisory material, · the FAA could inform AMT(T) training 

providers of those subjects that it deems necessary to be 

taught in an AMT(T) training program and, in response to 

future developments in aviation 'technology, rapidly revise 

the list of subjects' that are taught. 

Because much·of this training can also be obtained in 

aviation maintenance training programs used by certificate 

holders under 14 CFR parts 121, 127, 135, or 145, 

individuals currently employe~ by these operators would be 

permitted to use the training gained in such programs to 

satisfy the requirements for the proposed AMT(T) 

certificate. However, these trai~ing programs would be 

required to meet the same standards as those of an AMT(T) 

training program administered by an approved training 

provider. The FAA contends that the flexibility provided by 

these training programs would enable the operator to tailor 

its training programs to meet current organizational 

maintenance requirements. 

To refrain from unduly penalizing individuals currently 

possessing a mechanic certificate with a single rating, the 

effective date of the final rule is proposed for 18 months 

after·its publication. This would permit these individuals 

to acquire either the airframe or powerplant rating, as 

appropriate, and facilitate the issuance of an AMT(T) 

certificate with an aircraft rating and its associated 

privileges and limitations. An individual possessing a 
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mechanic certificate with a single rating would still be 

permitted to exercise the current privileges of that 

individual rating and those specified under proposed 

§ 66.109, except as noted in proposed§ 66.105. 

Under the proposed rule, an individual holding a 

mechanic certificate with a single rating would be 

considered to hold the equivalent of an aviation maintenance 

technician (transport) certificate; however, that 

certificate would include a specific endorsement permitting. 

the exercise of privileges identical to those of the current 

certificate and rating. The holder would not be permitted 

to approve for return to service the powerplant or propeller 

of any aircraft certificate~ under this chapter (or any 

related appliance, component, or part thereof) if the 

individual possessed an airframe rating, or the airframe of 

any aircraft certificated under this chapter (or any related 

appliance, component, or part thereof) if the individual 

possessed a powerplant rating. 

Additionally, certain individuals currently enrolled in 

aviation maintenance training programs may have enrolled in 

these training programs with the intent to apply only for 

one ratin~ when they apply for the current mechanic 

certificate. To give these individuals the opportunity to 

complete their intended training without the additional 

expense of training for an unwanted rating, the FAA will 

coneinue to issue mechanic certificates until the effective 
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date of the rule. ·After that period, the FAA will only 

accept applications for, .and issue! the proposed new 

certificates and ratings. · 

Most individuals currently enrolled in aviation 

maintenance training programs have enrolled in these 

programs with the intent of obtaining the approval for 

return-to-service privileges of the current mechanic 

certificate with both airframe and powerplant ratings. The 

FAA recognizes that some of these individuals may have only 

limited resources and may have enrolled in current mechanic 

training programs without notice of the proposed additional 

training requirements for the AMT(T) rating •. The FAA 

contends that by establishing an effective date for the 

final rule as 18 months after its publication, these 

individuals would be provided with an adequate period of 

time to complete their training objectives and obtain 

mechanic certificates with airframe and powerplant ratings. 

Additionally, the FAA also contends that the aviation 

maintenance training industry would ·require 18 months to 

develop adequate programs to train applicants for the AMT(T) 

certificate and that a proposed effective date of 18 months 

after publication of the proposed rule is, therefore, 

warranted.. 

Although the holder of a current mechanic certificate 

with airframe and powerplant ratings would possess the'same 

privileges as the holder of an AMT(T) certificate with an 
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aircraft rating, the FAA would encourage all current 

mechanics to complete the proposed training requirements for 

the AM'I'(T} certificate and aircraft rating. 

Creation of an Aircraft Rating To Replace Current Airframe 
and Powerplant Ratirtgs 

In view of the integrated nature of today's aircraft 

and their associated systems, the FAA recognizes that the 

differences between the privileges and limitations conveyed 

by the current airframe and powerplant·ratings are becoming 

less distinct. The FAA contends that the demands of current 

and future aviation technolqgy require that aviation 

maintenance personnel have a broad-based level of ~owledge. 

These demands frequently require the concurrent use of 

expertise associated with the disciplines of both airframe 

and powerplant maintenance. 

The proposal would, therefore, require an applicant for 

an AMT certificate to possess the knowledge currently 

required of an applicant for the current mechanic 

certificate with both airframe and powerplant ratings at the 

time the individual applies for the proposed AMT 

certificate. The PAA contends that, by establishing an 

aircraft rating encompassing both the current airframe and 

powerplant ratings, and also by requiring an applicant to 

possess the training for both disciplines at .the time of 

application for an AMT certificate, aviation maintenance 

personnel will better understand the nature and 

33 



·~ 

interrelationship of aviation systems as opposed to 

individually separate maintenance disciplines. such 

knowledge should lead to a greater understanding of how 

individual components affect other components within an 

aircraft and to a subsequent increase in the quality of 

aviation maintenance. 

Similarly, an applicant for an AMT(T) certificate would 

be required to complete additional training that would 

encompass the disciplines of both airframe and powerplant 

maintenance for transport-category aircraft and systems. 

After completion of this training, an applicant for an 

AMT(T) certificate woul~ be awarded the AMT(T) certificate 

with an aircraft rating. 

The proposal would also provide aviation maintenance 

technician schools with greater flexibility in developing 

their individual course curriculums. By requiring an 

applicant to apply for the consolidated aircraft rating, 

aviation maintenance schools would have the incentive to 

integrate the training requirements for each of the current 

ratings into a single consolidated program. This 

integration should result in a more productive and less 

costly use of the resources of these schools. It should 

also eliminate any duplication of training requirements 

found in.separate airframe and powerplant rating 

training programs. 
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As a result of the issuance of the aircraft rating to 

new applicants for the AMT certi~icate, the differentiation 

of tasks between current holders of either the airframe 

rating or the powerplant rating would gradually diminish. 
'• 

To give the FAA the 'opportunity to develop new types of 

testing procedures to facilitate this change, the propos.al 

woul d remove curren·t regulatory language stating that the 

installation and maintenance of propellers is covered on the 

powerplant test and that an applicant ~·or a powerplant 

rating must show the ability to make satisfactory minor 

repairs to, and minor alterations of, propellers. Although 

the. FAA will continue to . certificate applicants using these 

procedures, removing this language would permit the FAA to . 

develop testing procedures that are more flexible and more 

appropriately suited to the integrated aviation maintenance 

environment. 

Establi·shment of Recurrent Training Requirements for 
Certificated Aviation Maintenance Personnel 

Under current part 65, there. are no specific provisions 

that require recurrent. training for cert.ificated mechanics. 

Current§§ 121.375, 127.137, and 135.433 require that an 

operator have a training program to ensure that. persons 

pe.rforming :maintenance or preventive maintenance functions .. . 
be informed fully about procedures, techniques, and new 

equipment in use. Additionally, § 145.2(a) requires that 

repair stations performing maintenance for a part 121 or 
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part 127 operator comply with either part 121, subpart L 

(which includes the requirements of§ 121.375), or part 127, 

subpart I (which includes.the requirements of§ 127.137). 

In an effort to ensure that all aviation maintenance 

technicians are fully informed of current maintenance 

practices in the rapidly changing aviation maintenance 

environment, the FAA proposes the adoption of recurrent 

training requirements for aviation maintenance technicians 

and aviation maintenance technicians {transport) who use 

their certificates for compensation or hire. This proposal 

would ensure that all holders of aviation maintenance 

technician and aviation maintenance technician (transpo~t) 

certificates who exercise the privileges of their 

certificates for compensation or hire, and who have the sole 

responsibility for ensuring the airworthiness of the 

equipment on which they perform maintenance, meet training 

requirements similar to those currently in place for 

aviation maintenance technicians supporting operations under 

parts 121, 127, 135, or§ 145.2(a). In addition, this 

proposal would also ensure that all AMTs and AMT(T)s who 

support U.S.-certificated repair stations that do not have 

maintenance and preventive maintenance training programs, 

receive comparable training. 

Under the proposed rule, an aviation maintenance 

technician or aviation maintenance technician (transport) 

who meets the prescribed work experience requirements and 
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wishes to exercise, for compensation or hire, the privileges. 

of the certificate, or rating, would be required to complete 

recurrene training. 

Individuals who participate in currently required 

maintenance and preventive maintenance training programs 

provided by a certificate holder would meet the proposed 

recurrent training requirement. Individuals who do not 

receive recurrent training th:rough a training program 

provided by a certificate holder could use a nwnber of 

methods to meet the proposed requirement. An aviation 

maintenance technician refresher course, inspection 

authorization refresher course, or a series of such.courses, 

which are appropriate to the duties of an AMT or AMT(T) and. 

acceptable to the Administrator, could be used to satisfy 

the proposed recurrent training requirement.' The FAA notes 

that by including a specific reference to the inspection 

authorization refresher course, the proposal seeks to 

encourage completion of this course by an AMT or .AMT(T) who 

does not hold a current inspection authorization and, 

thereby, enhance that individual's understanding of the 

regulations relevant to the inspection authorization. 

Aa.an alternative to training provided in the form of 

an AM'P~ .AMT(T), or inspection authorization refresher 

course, an AMT or AMT(T) who wishes to comply with the 

proposed recurrent training requirements and to exercise, 

for compensation or hire~ the priv~leges of the certificate, 
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may complete other training appropriate to the duties of an 

AMT or: AMT(T}. This training may be broad-based and would 

consist of any course, or ·series of courses of instruction, 

acceptable to the Administrator. A description of those 

additional types of courses that would be considered 

acceptable to the Administrator would be published in 

advisory material accompanying the publication of the final 

rule. For example, the completion of courses dealing with 

general maintenance practices or regulations applicable to 

maintenance operations -would satisfy the intent of this 

proposed rule. 

The FAA recognizes that many current mechanics who 

support part 91 ope.rations, or other maintenance facilities -

without maintenance or preventive maintenance training 

programs in place, receive periodic maintenance training. 

Fo.r example, these mechanics may receive training through 

aviation training centers or manufacturers' courses. The 

proposed rule would permit this type of maintenance 

instruction eo be credited t .oward completion of the proposed 

recurrent training requirement, provided the instruction is 

acceptable to the·Admini.strator . 

. The, proposal wou·ld also include specific provisions 

applicable to individuals exercising the privileges of their 

certificates while employed by an operator under 

parts 121, 127, or 135, or by a repair station performing 

work for an operator under part 121 or part 127. Such 
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individuals would be deemed to meet the recurrent training 

requirements set forth in the prop~sed rule. 

In addition, an aviation maintenance instructor 

providing instruction for an aviation maintenance training 
•, 

program acceptable to the Administrator, or serving as the 

direct supervisor of individuals providing aviation 

maintenance instruction for an aviation maintenance training 

program acceptable to the Administrator, would also meet the 

proposed recurrent training requiremen_ts. As a result of 

their position as aviation maintenance instructors, these 

individuals are continually exposed to current maintenance 

practices and often disseminate information about new 

practices, techniques, and equipment to the aviation 

maintenance community. These individuals would, therefore, 

be considered fully informed about current maintenance 

practices. 

The FAA notes, however, that an aviation maintenance 

instructor could meet the requirements for the exercise of 

the privileges of the aircraft rating but might not be able 

to exercise the privileges of the aviation maintenance 

instructor rating if the instructor has provided less than 

300 hours of instruction or served as a supervisory 

instructor for less than 300 hours during the preceding 

24 month~. However, currency requirements for the aviation 

maintenance instructor rating could be met if the individual 

successfully completed an aviation maintenance technician 
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refresher course (or other course of instruction acceptable 

to the Administrator and appropriate to the duties of an 

aviation maintenance instructor) or if the Administrator 

specifically determined that hhe individual met the standard 
'· 

prescribed for the i'ssuance of the rating. 

Although the FAA considered establishing a requirement 

that recurrent training consist of a minimum of 16 hours 

every 24 months for AMTs and AMT(T)s supporting operations 

under part 91 and working for compensation or hire, the FAA 

has not proposed such action in this NPRM. The inclusion of 

a 16-hour recurrent training requirement for these 

individuals had been recommended by some participants in the 

Part 65 Working Group; however, it was the general consensu~ 

of the group that the specific number of hours for any 

proposed recurrent training requirement shou·ld be determined 

at a later date. Although written comments were solicited 

from all members of the group in order to provide 

justification for a specific recurrent training requirement, 

no written comments providing such justification were 

received by the FAA. 

Currently, the FAA is engaged in a number of studies 

and activities to determine the appropriate level of 

recurrent training for aviation maintenance personnel. 

Specificaily, the FAA is conducting an expanded job task 

analysis of those tasks performed by all aviation 

maintenance personnel to determine the appropriate focus and 
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depth of recurrent training. The FAA is also analyzing 

accident data and airmen violations in which maintenance 

elements were a causal factor and is surveying its field 

inspectors in an effort to develop recurrent training 

requirements. The FAA is also sponsoring an ongoing study 

to determine the feasibility of forming a national training 

council that comprises individuals, representatives of the 

aviation maintenance industry, and the FAA to determine 

proposed training requirements for aviation maintenance 

personnel. As a result of these efforts, the FAA is 

evaluating the appropriateness of consolidating all 

maintenance training into a single future NPRM and issuing 

detailed advisory material to provide specific guidance for­

the completion of training requirements. The FAA strongly 

supports the concept of recurrent training for aviation 

maintenance personnel and has proposed a recurrent training 

requirement in proposed part 66 that would establish the 

concept of recurrent training for aviation maintenance 

personnel. 

The recurrent training required under this proposal, as 

set fortn in proposed§§ 66.65 and 66.111, encompasses more 

type~ of training than the types of training that may be 

used to satisfy the provisions of proposed§§ 66.63 and 

66.109 for the exercise of specific privileges granted to 

AMTs and AMT(T)s with an aircraft rating. "Training 

acceptable to the Administrator on the tasks to be 
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performed," as set· forth in proposed§§ 66.63 and 66.109, is 

encompassed within the conc~pt of training •appropriate to 

the duties• of an AMT or AMT(T}, as set forth in proposed 

§§ 66.65 and 66.111, and may be used to satisfy both 

requirements. However, compliance with the proposed 

recurrent training requirements of§ 66.65 or§ 66.111 does 

not automatically authorize the aviation maintenance 

technician to perform a specific task. For example, an 

aviation maintenance technician who received maintenance 

training on a specific make and model of aircraft, which 

enabled the. aviation maintenance technician to perform work 

on that specific aircraft under proposed§ 66.63 or 

§ 66.109, may also credit the instruction received as 

satisfying the recurrent training requirement~ in proposed 

§ 66.65 or§ 66.111. The completion of a course in general 

maintenance procedures would not, however, provide the 

specialized level of training required by the proposal to 

perm.it an AMT or an AMT{T) to perform work on a specific 

make and model of aircraft. (The use of training to qualify 

for the exercise of certificate privileges is discussed mor~ 

thoroughly below.) 

An. individual who exercises the privileges of an AMT 

certificate or an AMT(T) certificate, but not for 

compensation or hire, would not need to complete the 

proposed recurrent training requirements. These individuals 

perform only limited work. on aircra~t that they own or on a 
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limited range of aeronautical equipment. In such cases, 

knowledge of a broad range _of current maintenance 
. 

technologies is not necessarily required. Although the FAA 

encourages these personnel to attend recurrent training, the 

FAA has determined that a mandatory recurrent training 

requirement for these individuals is not currently 

warranted. 

The proposal also sets forth a provision that would 

permit an aviation maintenance technician or aviation 

maintenance technician (transport) who has not met the work 

experience and proposed recurrent training requirements of 

the certificate within the preceding 24 months to exer~ise 

the privileges of the certiticate (including for 

compensation or hire) by completing requalif~cation training 

acceptable to the Administrator. A ~pecific minimum time 

requirement and course content for requalification training 

has not been specified in the proposed regulation in order 

to provide instructors and examiners with greater 

flexibility in assisting noncurrent .AMTs and AMT(T)s to 

achieve the required proficiency. To be considered 

acceptable to the.Administrator, any requalif~cation 

training would need to include a review of those regulations 

applicable to the maintenance, preventive maintenance, or 

alteration of aircraft under the provisions of this chapter. 

The holder also may continue to exercise all of the 

privileges of the certificate and associated ratings if the 
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Administrator finds that the aviation maintenance technician 

or aviation maintenance tec~ician (transport) is competent 

to exercise those privileges. Passing an oral and practical 

test with a designated examiner (currently, a designated 

mechanic examiner (OME}) would also satisfy all currency 

requirements. 

In recognition of enhancements in training technology, 

the proposed rule also requires successful completion of 

these courses, rather than attendance and successful 

completion. Therefore, the Administrator may find 

self-study courses acceptable for fulfilling the 

requirements specified in proposed§ 66.65 or§. 66.111. 

This proposal for cont~nued aviation maintenance training 

addresses concerns such as those expressed in recent 

proposals to require formal training for all aircraft 

mechanic applicants. In conjunction with the issuance of a 

final rule, the FAA will develop policy on the content and 

conduct of any aviation maintenance technician refresher 

course, aviation maintenance technician (transport) 

refresher course, the range of training considered 

appropriate to the duties of an AMT or AMT(T), and 

requalification training. Any aviation maintenance 

technician refresher course or aviation maintenance 

technician (transport) refresher course should also include 
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a substantial review of those regulations pertinent to the 

exercise of the privileges oft.he AMT certificate or AMT(T) 

certificate, as appropriate. 

Registration of Holders of Aviation Maintenance Technician 
(AMT} Certificates and Aviation Maintenance Technician 
(Transport) (AMT(T)) Certificates 

The FAA currently has no accurate means to determine 

the number or location of active aviation maintenance 

personnel. Without this demographic information, the FAA is 

unable to make accurate assessments of° the status of the 

current mechanic population or provide currently active 

mechanics with essential safety and training info~tion. 

Based on the number of certificates issued, the FAA· 

estimates that the n\llt\ber of certificated mechanics is 

second only to the n\llt\ber of certificated pilots. However, 

pilots (other than those of gliders or free balloons) are 

required to obtain a medical certificate issued under 

part 67 of this chapter in order to exercise the privileges 

of their certificates. As a result of this process, the FAA 

is able to update its airman records effectively and make 

accurate assessments of the size of the active pilot 

population. Because no similar form of recurrent medical 

testing is required for current mechanics, the FAA is unable 

to assess accurately the number of active mechanics or 

delete deceased, inactive, or ineligible mechanics from its 

records. Therefore, any estimate of the current and active 

mechanic population is solely a matter of conjecture. Lack 
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of this vital demographic information seriously hinders the 

FAA's ability to make accurate predictions of future 

industry requirements and to communicate important safety 

information to active mechanics. 

In its report, ' the Blue Ribbon Panel also expressed its 

concern about the FAA's aviation maintenance personnel 

records. The panel noted that, although the FAA issues 

approximately 20,000 mechanic certificates annually, the FAA 

has no procedures to identify the current number of active 

mechanics or to obtain other necessary demographic 

information pertaining to these individuals. In view of 

this finding, the panel recommended that the FAA conduct 

periodic registration ~f mechanics to obtain vital 

information about FAA-certificated aviation maintenance 

personnel and to ensure that these individuals could be 

provided with safety and training information whenever 

necessary. The Part 65 Working Group made a similar 

proposal to the ARAC, which concurred with the 

recommendation. 

The FAA has accepted the ARAC and Blue Ribbon Panel 

recommendations and, therefore, proposes to establish a 

periodic registration requirement for holders of AMT and 

AMT(TJ certificates. In an effort to obtain a valid initial 

assessment of. the current number of active aviation 

maintenance personnel, the FAA proposes that each AMT and 

AMT(T) be required to notify the FAA of his or her current 
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address· ·within 12 months after the effective date of this 

rule. The FAA contends that a 12-month period is sufficient 

to obtain a basic estimate· of the current and active AMT and 

AMT ( T} population. A 12 -month p·eriod also would give all 

current certificate 'holders adequate notice of this proposed 

requirement and time to comply with the requirement. The 

FAA contends that any deviations from the estimate of the 

current population, as a result of changes to the AMT and 

AMT(T) population during the 12-rnonth period, would be 

statistically insignificant. 

After completion of th~s initial registration period, 

AMTs and AMT(T)s would be required to provide similar 

registration information during every subsequent 

48-calendar-month period. The FAA considers that a 48-month 

continuing requirement is necessary in order·to provide an 

up-to-date record of current and active AMTs and AMT(T)s. 

The FAA contends that changes to the AMT and AMT(T) 

populations, which occur as a result of the death of 

certificate holders or of personnel entering inactive status 

and not complying with current change of address 

requirements, would become statistically significant after a 

48-month period. To ensure an accurate record of the size 

of the AMT and AMT(T) population, a reassessment would, 

therefore, be required during each consecutive 

48-m.onth period. 
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In an effort to eliminate the repetitiv.e submission of 

current address information to the FAA, an airman who 

notifies the FAA of a change of address, obtains an 

additional certificate, rating, .or inspection authorization 

issued under this (or any other) part, or provides the FAA 

with current address information as a result of the 

application for an airman medical certificate during this 

period will be deemed to have fulfilled the registration 

requirement. 

The FAA has not proposed· a periodic registration 

requirement for holders of aviation repair specialist 

certificates since holders of an aviation repair specialist 

certificate (except experimental aircraft builders) cannot 

exercise the privileges of that certificate without being 

employed by a certificated entity. Because the FAA could 

obtain any required demographic information pertaining to 

the holders of aviation repair specialist certificates from 

the operator or repair station under which an aviation 

repair specialist is exercising privileges, the .p~oposal 

would not require the submission of registration information 

from aviation repair specialists. The -FAA, therefore, 

contends that requiring the registration of aviation repair 

specialists would place an unnecessary burden on 

these individuals. 

The responsibility for complying with.the proposed 

registration requirement would rest solely on AMT and AMT(T) 
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certificate holders. To simplify the proposed registration 

requirement for individual certificate holders, the FAA 

would only require AMT and AMT(T) certificate holders to 

provide their names and current 'addresses. The submission 

of any additional information would not be required, nor 

would the submission be required to be made on any specific 

form. To encourage compliance with these proposed 

requirements,· an AMT or AMT(T} certificate holder who 

does not provide current address information to the FAA 

during the registration period would not be permitted to 

exercise the privileges of the certificate until that 

individual had complied with the proposed r~gistration 

requirement. 

Establishment of Training as an Additional Means for 
Avi.s,tion Maintenance Personnel To Qualify for the Exercise 
of Certificate Privileges 

Through the use of training, the proposal would provide 

the holder of both aviation maintenance technician 

certificates· and aviation maintenance {transport) 

certificates with an additional means to remain qualified to 

approve for return to service any aircraft, airframe, 

aircraft engine, prop~ller, appliance, component, or part 

and ta supervise the maintenance, preventive maintenance, 

alteration, and approval for return to service of 

these items. 

Under current§ 65.81, a mechanic may supervise 

maintenance operations or approve and return to service an 
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aircraft, appliance, or part if the certificate holder has: 

{l) previously performed the work; (2) performed the work to 

the satisfaction of the Administrator; or (3) performed the 

work under the direct supervision of a certificated mechanic 
• , 

or repairman who has had previous experience with that 

specific task. 

The proposal would allow both aviation maintenance 

technicians and aviation maintenance technicians (transport) 

to use appropriate training to obtain t~e competency 

necessary to supervise these operations or approve an item 

for return to service without previously having performed 

the work that is anticipated. Through the adoption of 

appropriate training to sat~sfy this experience requirement,­

the FAA recognizes enhancements in aviation maintenance 

training, which can provide the aviation maintenance 

technician with technical knowledge equivalent to knowledge 

gained in the work environment. However, in allowing 

training to replace actual work experience, the FAA would 

require an appropriate level of specificity between the 

training and the actual work to be performed or supervised. 

Therefore, the proposal would require that the training used 

to satisfy this requirement be appropriate to the equipment 

on which the work is to be performed. For example, a course 

of instruction detailing the maintenance tasks for the same 

make and model aircraft on which an aviation maintenance 

technician will perform work, or a course of instruction 
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detailing the maintenance tasks for a part or appliance on 

which the individual will perform work, would satisfy the 

provisions of the proposed rule, which permit the exercise 

of certificate privileges under proposed§§ 66.63 or 66.109. 

Such courses may be provided by any manufacturer, 

individual, or organization whose training has been found 

acceptable to the Administrator. 

Training of a more general nature, which may be used to 

satisfy currency requirements as proposed in§§ 66.65 

and 66.111, may not be sufficiently specific to allow an AMT 

or AMT(T) to perform work on a specific aircraft, airframe, 

aircraft engine, propeller, appliance, component, or part. 

For example, a course . in the Federal Aviation Regulations 

that are applicable to maintenance procedures would not 

satisfy the provisions of proposed§ 66.63 or§ 66.109 but 

could be used to satisfy the provisions of proposed§ 66.65 

or§ 66.111, respectively. 

The FAA.also proposes to clarify the intent of current 

§ 65.81 by proposing language that would allow both AMT and 

AMT(T) certificate holders who desire to exercise 

supervisory, return-to-service, or approval 

responsibilities, to demonstrate, to the satisfaction of the 

Administrator, the ability to perform the work. The current 

regulation requires actual performance of the work. 

An additional change to the current rule would enhance 

the ability of noncurrent aviation maintenance technicians 
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and aviation maintenance technicians (transport) to regain 

the currency required to ex~rcise the privileges of their 

certificates and ratings. The proposed rule would allow 

these individuals to credit the ti.me they work under the 

supervision of a certificated aviation maintenance 

technician or aviation maintenance technician (transport) 

toward currency requirements. The FAA considers that work 

performed by a certificated but noncurrent AMT or AMT(T) 

under such· circumstances would provide the individual with a 

level of experience equivalent to actual performance of 

the work. 

To ensure that the work used by an aviation maintenance 

technician to qualify for the exercise of certificate 

privileges is of a nature commensurate with the standards of 

a certificated aviation maintenance technician, the proposal 

would also require that only work performed after the 

certification of an individual as an aviation maintenance 

technician be used as a means to qualify for the exercise of 

certificate privileges. Work performed while an individual 

is in training for certification as an aviation maintenance. 

technician may not necessarily be of the same quality 

requ~red for the return to service of an item.and, 

therefore, would not be credited toward satisfying the 

requirements specified in§ 66.63. A similar provision 

would not be proposed for AMT(T) certificate holders. 
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Use of Instructional Time by Aviation Maintenance 
Instructors To Satisfy Currency Requirements 

Under current§ 65.8~,· there are no provisions for 

allowing individuals involved in aviation maintenance 

instruction to use ~hat experience for maintaining the 

currency required to exercise the privileges of their 

certificate and ratings. The FAA recognizes that the 

experience gained while providing aviation maintenance 

instruction or directly supervising other aviation 

maintenance instructors is co_mmensurate with the experience 

obtained while directly performing aviation maintenance. 

The FAA already recognizes instructional experience for 

holders of an inspection authorization in current 

§ 65.9l(c) {2). Within that section, the phrase •actively 

engaged~ includes instructors who are exercising the 

privileges of their certificate and ratings at an aviation 

maintenance school certificated under 14 CFR part 147 of 

this chapter. Therefore, the FAA proposes to allow the use 

of instructional ti.me to satisfy currency requirements for 

holders of both the AMT · and AMT(T) certificates. 

Under the proposed rule, the holder of an AMT or AMT(T) 

certificate with an aircraft rating could maintain currency 

by serving as an aviation maintenance instructor or by 

directly supervising other aviation maintenance instructors. 

The instruction concerned would have to be directly related 

to aviation maintenance and acceptable to the Administrator 

so that the time an individual spends providing instruction 
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or directly supervising other instructors is. equivalent to 

the experience gained while performing aviation maintenance 

tasks. For example, instriictional time provided for a 

part 147 aviation maintenance·~echnician school, an approved 

air carrier maintenance training program, an approved 

training provider, or a manufacturer's training program 

would be acceptable and would meet the intent of the 

proposed rule. 

The purpose of currency requirements is to ensure that 

all aviation maintenance technicians are familiar with 

current maintenance practic~s and the applicable FAR. The 

aviation maintenance instructor must keep abreast of current 

maintenance practices in a wide variety of disciplines to 

provide high-quality instruction. Aviation maintenance 

instructors perform a critical function in the aviation 

maintenance education process, and the FAA believes that the 

adoption of the proposed rule would recognize this 

importance. 

AMT(T) Currency Requirements 

Because the AM'l'{T} certificate would upgrade the level 

of maintenance proficiency of those individuals performing 

maintenance on aircraft certificated under part 25 or 

pa.rt 2~, Qr on any airframe, aircraft engine, propeller, 

appliance, or component pa.rt thereof, the FAA would require 

that all work experience necessary to meet currency 

requirements ·for retention of the privileges of this 
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certificate be maintained through work performed or 

supervised, or through instruction given or supervised, on 

aircraft certificated under part 25 or part 29, or on any 

airframe, aircraft engine, propeller, appliance, component, 
~ 

or part thereof. Tne holder of an AMT{T) certificate who 

does not maintain currency on aircraft certificated under 

part 25 or part 29 could exercise the more limited 

privileges of the AMT certificate if the holder complies 

with the AMT certificate's corresponding currency 

requirements. 

Approval of AMT(T) Training Providers 

To ensure that applicants for the proposed AMT(T) 

certificate possess the necessary knowledge and skill to 

approve aircraft certificated under part 25 and·part 29 for 

return to service, the FAA· has proposed that applicants for 

this certificate be required to complete an AMT(T) training 

program. For this program, the proposal would set forth a 

curriculum that would be specifically geared to the needs of 

individuals performing maintenance on transport-category 

aircraft. Although the proposed curriculum would be 

comprehensive in nature, it would also be flexible enough to 

be modified easily in order to respond to changes in 

aviation maintenance practices and techniques. 

In order to determine the subject areas contained in 

the proposed AMT(T) training curriculum and the amount of 

training to be provided in each subject area, the Part 65 
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Working Group conducted a survey of 13 air carriers. The 

survey requested that its participants specify the depth and 

breadth of skills that aviation maintenance personnel must 

possess in order to perform work on transport category 

aircraft and approve these aircraft for return to service. 

The results of this survey were reviewed by aviation 

maintenance educators within the working group and 

consolidated into the AMT(T) training curriculum proposed in 

this rule. The proposed AMT(T) training curriculum would 

require that 573 hours of training be provided in the six 

broad subject areas of advanced electronics, composites, 

structural repair, powerplants ang systems, safety and. 

environmental concerns, and publications. The specific 

amount of training required in each individual subject area 

is specified in appendix A to proposed part ·66. 

The basic requirements for approval of training 

providers administering this AMT(T} training program are 

essentially similar to those specified for the approval of 

other training course requirements specified in this 

subchapter. In its administrative requirements, the program 

established by this proposal would correspond to other 

training courses referenced in this subchapter; however, it 

will differ most significantly from other training courses 

in that, under the proposal, the FAA may approve the 

provider of the training program and not specifically 

approve the training curriculum, as is currently the case 
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with training programs developed to satisfy the requirements 

of part 147. By approving the provider of the training. as 

opposed to the training program itself. the FAA contends 

that the training provider would have the necessary 

flexibility to modify the curriculum of the training program 

rapidly to respond to advances in aviation maintenance 

technology, while continuing to ensure that acceptable 

standards of training are met. 

To ensure that these programs meet current industry 

standards, the FAA would require that an outline of the 

training program be provided for review. In recognition of 

the diversity of current information retrieval systems, this 

outline could be submitted in paper or electronic format, or 

in any other format acceptable to the Administrator. The 

outline would contain information specifying those subject 

areas to be taught and the number of hours of instruction 

required. Additional subject areas could also be included. 

Facilities, equipment, and material requirements would 

be similar to those found in other course requirements 

specified in this subchapter; however, the training provider 

would ensure that·all instructors in a training program meet 

the requisite standards of technical competency. 

Revisions to the training program outline would be 

submitted in a ~er identical to that required for initial 

approval of the training provider. Based on the improved 

effectiveness of training methods, .the FAA may permit 
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training program revisions that would permit fewer than the 

specified number of hours of instruction in a designated 

subject area. The training provider would be required to 

provide justification for such~ reduction. A reduction 

would be permitted only if the quality of training provided 

did not decrease. Sufficient indicators of student 

participation and progress in the program would be required 

to be reported; however, if an approved training provider 

already provided this in~ormation to the FAA as a result of 

reporting requirements specified in another part, a 

duplicate submission of this information would not 

be required. The proposal would also require approyed 

training providers to provide each student who successfully. 

completes the training program with a statement of 

graduation. Those students who complete only a portion of a 

training program could, upon request, receive a record of 

the training completed. 

Although the proposal would permit training providers 

to contract for services to assist in the provision of the 

required training, records of any such contracts would have 

to be forwarded to the FAA. The proposal would also 

reiterate that the training provider, not the party 

providing contract services, would ultimately be responsible 

for the conduct of the training program. 

The proposal would permit a training provider, other 

than a certificate holder under parts 121, 127,. 135, or 147, 
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or a repair station that performs work under§ 145.2(a), to 

retain approval for a period of 24 months. Because the 

training programs of these certificate holders are routinely 

surveilled, a training provider that is also a certificate 

holder under any of these parts would retain approval for 

the duration of that certificate. However, approval may be 

canceled at any time by the FAA or, voluntarily, by the 

training provider, or as a result of change of ownership. 

Like other training courses specified in this subchapter, 

the proposal would require that applications for a training 

provider's renewal of approval be submitted 60 days before 

the expiration of the current approval. 

Performance of Repairs and Alterations by .AMTs and AMT(T)s 
on Horizontal-Card Liquid-Filled Compasses 

The current rule prohibits the repair or alteration of 

instruments by mechanics. However, the aviation maintenance 

industry has recognized that aviation instruments vary 

significantly in complexity. In a recent comment to the 

short-term FAA regulatory review initiated in r~sponse to a 

recommendation from the Clinton Administration's· Initiative 

to Promote a Strong Competitive Aviation Industry, a 

commenter noted that the fairly simple task of replenishing 

magnetic compass fluid and changing-the expansion diaphragm 

in a compass could be accomplished by a mechanic with no 

adverse effect on safety. The commenter stated that these 

instruments must often be sent to instrument repair shops 
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for maintenance that mechanics can readily accomplish. This 

action frequently results in increased and unnecessary costs 

to the user and, for certain operators, an unwarranted loss 

of use of the aircraft. 

The ARAC and the FAA concur with this assessment and 

contend that an AMT or an AMT(T) can readily perform 

maintenance on horizontal-card liquid-filled compasses. The 

FAA, therefore, proposes that an AMT or an AMT(T) be 

permitted to perform all maintenance actions on horizontal 

card liquid-filled compasses and that the limitations of the 

current rule prohibiting th~ performance of repairs and 

alterations to these instruments be removed. 

Establishment of an Aviation Maintenance Instructor Rating_· 

Under the provisions of the current rule, persons 

providing aviation .maintenance instruction are not required 

to demonstrate any degree of teaching proficiency. Flight 

instructors certificated under part 61 are currently 

required to pass a written test on the subjects in which 

instruction is required by§ 61.185. These subjects 

include: the learning process; the elements of effective 

teaching; student evaluation quizzing an~ testing; course 

development; lesson planning; and classroom instructing 

techniques. Ground instructors certificated under 

14 CFR part 143 are also required to show a practical and 

theoretical knowledge of the subjects for which a rating is 

sought by passing a similar written test. 
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Because it is necessary that the subject material 

taught by individuals providing aviation.maintenance 

instruction be completely·understood and adequately applied 

by students to the maintenance problems that they will 

eventually encounte~ in the aviation maintenance industry, 

the FAA, based upon the ARAC's recommendation, proposes to 

create an aviation maintenance instructor rating that may be 

obtained by either the holder of the aviation maintenance 

technician certificate or the aviation maintenance 

technician (transport) certificate. The FAA contends that 

creation of this rating would serve to enhance the quality 

of aviation maintenance instruction that is provided in 

aviation maintenance programs. This enhancement would be 

accomplished by ensuring that aviation maintenance 

instructors possess not only technical proficiency in the 

subject material taught but also the requisite teaching 

competence to ensure that their students understand the 

material. Adoption of this proposal would also quantify and 

recognize the special skills required of an aviation 

maintenance educator, and would improve the images of both 

aviation maintenance educators and aviation maintenance 

education. 

The Blue Ribbon Panel also recognized these 

deficiencies. In its report, the panel noted that the 

instructional standards and the quality of ·aviation 

maintenance instruction are often questioned. It also noted 
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that there was no certification, beyond that of a current 

mechanic certificate, needed to teach in an aviation 

maintenance technician school certificated under part 147. 

The Blue Ribbon Panel, therefore, recommended that 

qualification, certification, and recurrent training 

requirements be established for instructors who teach in 

part 147 schools. 

Under the proposal, an applicant for an aviation 

maintenance instructor r~ting would be required to: possess 

either a current and val1d AMT certificate, or a current and 

valid AMT(T) certificate, for at least 3 years prior to 

application; present evidence that ·he or she.has been 

engaged in the maintenance of aircraft for at least the 

2-year period prior to application; and pass a knowledge 

test on instructional proficiency. The proposal recognizes 

the widespread use of computer-based testing in the 

administration of FAA examinations and therefore would 

require that a "knowledge test• rather than a •written test• 

be passed. 

The FAA contends that the possession of either an AMT 

certificate or an AMT(T) certificate is necessary in order 

to ensure the basic technical proficiency of the aviation 

maintenance instructor. The specific time period proposed 

for the possession of either certificate and the amount of 

time that .the individual would be required actually to ·have 

engaged in the maintenance of aircraft are also identical to 
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the eligibility requirements for the issuance of an 

inspection authorization. The FAA contends that this 

minimum amount of actual work experience is required in 

order to give the aviation ma~ntenance instructor the 

requisite practical·experience necessary to explain the 

application of aviation maintenance concepts satisfactorily. 

The proposed areas of educational theory and 

instructional techniques in which the prospective aviation 

maintenance instructor would be required to pass a knowledge 

test are the same areas that are currently tested on the 

fundamentals of instruction written examination for the 

flight instructor and ground instructor certificates. In 

recognition of other training that a prospective aviation 

maintenance instructor could receive, which would provide 

proficiency in educational theory and instructional 

techniques, an applicant would not be required to take this 

test if the applicant possesses a recognized degree in 

education or holds a current and valid state teaching 

certificate issued in the United States. 

Under the proposal, within 12 months after the 

effective date of the rule, any person providing or 

supervising aviation maintenance instruction at an AMT 

school certificated under part 147 would not be required to 

pass a knowledge test on those subjects specified in 

proposed§ 66.69 in order to obtain the aviation maintenance 

instruccor rating. To retain· the ability to exercise the 
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privileges of the proposed rating and maintain a high degree 

of instructional proficiency, the holder would be required 

to provide 300 hours of aviation maintenance instruction or 

serve as the supervisor of aviation maintenance instructors 

for a period of 300 ·hours within the preceding 24 months. 

For aviation maintenance.instructors holding an AMT(T) 

certificate, this instruction would not need to be provided 

in transport category aircraft .or their associated systems. 

Currency could also be ~aintained if the individual 

completed a refresher course acceptable to the duties of an 

aviation maintenance instructor or if the Administrator 

determined that the aviation maintenance instructor 

continues to meet the standards prescribed for the issuance. 

of the rating. 

Current rules pertaining to the training of individuals 

at aviation maintenance technician schools certificated 

under part 147 require 1 instructor for each 25 students in 

a shop class. Because the current rule already recognizes 

the importance of qualified instructors in these classes, 

the FAA proposes that the best qualified providers of 

aviation maintenance education be available in these 

classes. Proposed§§ 147.23 and 147.36 would, therefore, 

require that the instructors who are required in these 

classes under the current rule also possess an aviation 

maintenance instructor rating. In order to enable 
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instructors at these schools to acquire this rating, this 

requirement would not become effective until 12 months after 

the effective date of the·rule. 

The FAA also notes that ~ertain subjects taught at AMT 

schools do not requ±re the technical knowledge required of 

instructors who possess the AMT certificate or AMT(T) 

certificate. The proposal, therefore, would not require 

instructors who teach basic subjects (such as mathematics, 

physics, basic electricity, basic hydraulics, drawing, or 

similar subjects) at AMT schools that are certificated under 

part 147, to obtain AMT or AMT(T) certificates and aviation 

maintenance instructor ratings. 

Establishment of Basic Competency Requirements for AMT 
Certificate Holders 

Currently, § 65.79, which sets forth the skill 

requirements for a mechanic certificate, requires an 

applicant for a mechanic certificate to pass an oral and 

practical test covering the applicant's basic skills in 

performing practical projects covered by the written test. 

Because of the complexity of current aviation maintenance 

operations, the FAA proposes to establish a broad-based 

competency requirement for aviation maintenance technician 

certificate applicants under proposed§ 66.59, which would 

encompass more than the skill requirements included in the 

current regulation. 
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Current interpretations of the existing regulation tend 

to emphasize the evaluation of basic skills that solely 

involve tasks requiring mahual dexterity. Although mastery 

of these basic skills is invaluable, the FAA asserts that a 

more comprehensive Ievel of competency, based on current 

aviation maintenance practices, is required of aviation 

maintenance technicians. The proposed rule would expand the 

evaluation of aviation maintenance technician applicants to 

include a demonstration of competency in technical tasks and 

aircraft maintenance more appropriate to the current 

aviation environment and the certificate and rating sought. 

Therefore, all training p~ovided tci an applicant for any 

certificate, rating, or inspection authorization issued 

under the proposed part should be conducted to a 

proficiency-based standard evidenced by demonstrated 

competency to perform required tasks. 

Specification of Practical Experience Requirements in Hours 

The FAA proposes that the practical experience 

requirements for mechanics seeking airframe and powerplant 

ratings, currently expressed in§ 65.77 as 30 months, be 

expressed as the equivalent number of hours (5,000 hours) · in 

proposed§ 66.57, for applicants seeking the AMT certificate 

with an aircraft rating. The FAA also proposes that the 

practical ·experience requirements for repairmen seeking a 

certificate, currently expressed as 18 months in§ 65.101, 

66 



·~ 

·~ 

be expressed as its hour equivalent of 3,000 hours in 

proposed§ 66.203, for A.RS-II certificate applicants. 

A change to the hourly experience requirements would 

give the FAA and the aviation-maintenance industry a simpler 

method to measure and verify the amount of practical work 

experience that the individual applicant possesses. The 

proposed revision also would enable aviation maintenance 

personnel working in part-time positions to quantify their 

work experience more easily. FAA Order 8300.10, 

nAirworthiness Inspector's Handbook,n currently permits the 

practice of measuring part-~ime experience requirements in 

hours. The proposed rule.would expand this current practice 

by measuring both part-time and full-time experience 

in hours. 

The FAA, in the previous NPRM, proposed that: all 

experience requirements, as stated in current§ 65.77; all 

recent experience requirements, as stated in current 

§ 65.83; and ~11 eligibility requirements, as stated in 

current§ 65.101, be expressed in hours instead .of months. 

In response to comments received detailing the difficulties 

that such a proposal would impose on the ability of 

part-time aviation maintenance personnel to meet proposed 

currency requirements for the exercise of certificate 

privileges, the FAA proposes only that the practical 

experience necessary for the AMT certificate with the 

aircraft rating and the eligibility requirements for the 
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ARS-II certificate-, be expressed in hours. Proposed 

currency requirements for the exercise of certificate 

privileges, however, would be expressed in months. 

As the proposed rule would eliminate the issuance of 

individual airframe 'and powerplant ratings, the provisions, 

currently stated in§ 65.77(a), which require 18 months of 

practical experience, appropriate· to the rating sought, with 

the procedures, practices, toolsr machine tools, and 

equipment generally used in constructing, maintaining, or 

altering airframes or powerplants, would be eliminated under 

the proposal. 

Establishment of a Requirement for Aviation Maintenance 
Technicians To Pass a Knowledge Test on All Applicable 
Federal Aviation Regulations 

Current regulations re~ire an applicant· for a mechanic 

certificate to pass a written test that includes the 

applicable provisions of part 43 and part 91 of this 

chapter. Because contemporary maintenance operations 

require the applicant to understand certification and 

maintenance regulations other than those found solely in 

part 43 and part 91, the FAA proposes that the knowledge 

requirements for the aviation maintenance technician 

certificate with an aircraft rating require an applicant to 

pass a knowledge test on the applicable provisions of the 

entire chapter. The proposal recognizes the use of 

computer-based testing by replacing.the term ~written test• 

with "knowledge test.• 
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Clarification of Requirement To Pass All Knowledge Tests 
Before Applying for the Oral and Practical Tests 

There has been some confusion· among applicants for the 

current mechanic certificate who are not enrolled at 

aviation maintenance technician schools approved under 

part 147 in regards to the language of current§ 65.75(b)·. 

The current section requires an individual to pass each 

section of the written test before applying for the oral and 

practical tests prescribed by§ 65.79. The FAA believes 

that it is essential that the applicant display knowledge of 

the equipment and procedures to be used by the applicant 

before the oral and practical tests are given. The 

applicant must possess adequate knowledge before being 

permitted to take the oral and practical tests because it ~s 
this knowledge that enables an applicant to solve practical 

problems and demonstrate the ability to perform the work of 

a certificated aviation maintenance technician. In 

addition, when taking an oral or practical test, an 

applicant for a certificate must handle complex equipment; a 

lack of knowledge about the use of that equipment could 

injure the applicant or others. Therefore, the FAA has 

clarified the current requirement by proposing language that 

would-require all applicants for the AMT certificate, except 

students enrolled at an aviation maintenance technician 

school approved under part 147, to pass ·a11 knowledge tests 

before applying for the oral and practical tests. 
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Demonstration of English-Language Proficiency and Removal of 
Exception Criteria for Applicants Emploved Outside the 
United States Who Are Not Proficient in the English Language 

The proposal would require all applicants for an 

aviation maintenance technician certificate, aviation 

maintenance technician (transport) certificate, or aviation 

repair spe.cialist certificate to read, write, speak, and 

understand the English language. The current rule requires 

only applicant·s desiring to exercise the privileges of 

current certificates within the United States to comply with 

this requirement. The proposal would require the applicant 

to demonstrate this proficiency by reading and explaining 

appropriate maintenance publ ications and by writing def.ect 

and repair statements. 
. 

This proposal recbgnizes the highly technical nature of 

aviation maintenance in today's aviation industry. 

Proficiency with the general terminology of the English 

language is not sufficient to ensure the competency of an 

FAA-certificated aviation maintenance technician or aviation 

repair specialist. The individual must be able to 

understand and master the complex and often very specialized 

language of airworthiness instructions and other terminology 

asso~iated with the maintenance of highly sophisticated 

aviation equipment. 

In addition, the current airframe, powerplant, and 

general written tests for mechanics are all administered in 

the English language.. Applicants taking these: tests must be 
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proficient in the English language to complete these 

examinations successfully. Although currently certificated 

repairmen are not required to take written tests, these 

individuals also work in environments that require more than 

mere proficiency in.the English language. Because the FAA 

does not certify repairmen working under u.s.-certificated 

foreign repair stations and because of the need for all 

certificated repairmen to understand technical material 

written in English, the FAA also proposes that all aviation 

repair specialists demonstrate proficiency in the 

English language. 

In operations conducted at certificated U.S. air 

carriers, certificated U.S. corranercial operators, and 

u.s.-certificated repair stations, the vast majority of 

technical information is conveyed in the English language. 

The FAA has determined that the proposed rule would 

guarantee a level of competency that would ensure that an 

applicant for either certificate is able to use all relevant 

maintenance publications effectively. 

The FAA also proposes that exceptions found in current 

§§ 65.71 and 65.101, which permit the certification of 

mechanics and repairmen who are employed outside the United 

States but who are not proficient in the English language, 

be deleted from the proposed rule. The FAA, however, 

proposes the inclusion of provisions in the proposed rule 

tha~ would permit the Administrator to waive compliance with 
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the proposed English language proficiency requirement, in 

certain limited circumstances. The waiver provisions are 

discussed in more detail below. 

Current holders of a mechanic certificate or repairman 

certificate who do not meet the English language requirement 

but who are employed outside of the United States by a 

certificated U.S. air carrier or a certificated U.S. repair 

station would continue to exercise the privileges of their 

certificates without a (urther showing of competency. Their 

certificates would remain endorsed, •valid only outside of 

the United States." 

Waiver of Specific Certificate Requirements 

The FAA recognizes that in certain distinct and special 

circumstances, deviations from compliance with the 

requirements of the FAR may be in the public interest. To 

afford the FAA with a means to respond rapidly to requests 

for deviations when such requests are in the public 

interest, the FAA proposes that certain provisions of the 

certification rules, contained in proposed part 66, be 

subject to waiver. The FAA has specifically identified two 

sets of circumstances where a waiver of the proposed 

certification requirements may be in the public interest. 

The FAA, therefore, proposes to include provisions in the 

proposed rule that would permit the issuance of certificates 

and ratings in deviation from the requirements of proposed 

§§ 66.Sl(b), 66.57, 66.201, and 66.203. 
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Although the FAA has proposed that all applicants for 

certificates issued under propos·ed part 66 be able to read, 

write, speak, and understand English, the FAA recognizes 

that in certain circumstances ··the issuance of an AMT, 

AMT(T), or aviation repair specialist certificate to an 

individual who does not meet this requirement may be 

necessary to ensure the continued airworthiness of 

u.s.-registered aircraft operating outside the 

United States .. Only in such limited instances where no 

FAA-certified AMT, AMT(T), or aviation repair specialist ~o 

can read, write, speak, and understand English is availab_. 

to maintain a u.s.-registered aircraft overseas, will the 

FAA consider the issuance of a certificate. Any certificata 

issued in accordance.with the proposed waiver provisions 

would contain an endorsement specifying that· the certificate 

is valid only outside the United States and that the 

certificate holder may only exercise the privileges of the 

certificate while employed by a specific operator or 

certificate holder. Such restrictive endorsements would, 

therefore, preclude any expansive use of the certificate'~ 

privileges to perform work outside the United States. 

The FAA also recognizes that appli~ants for an AMT 

certificate may complete a significant portion of the 
. . 

required training at an aviation maintenance technician 

school certified under part 147 but may be unable to 

complete the remaining portion of the required training. 

73 



·~ 

This situation frequently occurs·as a result of the closing' 

of an FAA-certificated aviation maintenance technician 

school or the relocation of a student to a portion of the 

country where an aviation maintenance technician school 

certificated under part 147 is not readily available. In 

such circumstances, the proposal would permit the FAA to 

issue an AMT certificate in deviation from the AMT training 

requirements specified in part 147 and, therefore, recognize 

an equivalent combination of formal training and work 

experience. The Administrator would, however, require the 

applicant to demonstrate specifically that he or she has 

received an amount of experience equivalent to that .required 

of an applicant for the proposed certificate who has 

completed the training specified in part 147 for the 

issuance of the AMT certificate. 

Issuance of any certificate under these provisions 

would be based upon demonstrated need and a finding that the 

applicant is .able to safely exercise the privileges of the 

certificate and rating. An applicant would also be required 

to provide evidence sufficient to indicate that work 

experience used to satisfy part 147 training requirements 

that have not been completed is of equivalent scope and 

detail to insure proficiency in those tasks specified in the 

training curriculum. 
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Recognition of New Testing Methods 

In the area of testing administration, the FAA 

recognizes recent developments in training and testing 

technology and has therefore proposed to replace the term 

"written test" with'"knowledge test." Because the results 

of some tests, such as those from recently approved 

computer-based testing, can be made immediately available to 

the applicant, the FAA proposes that a report of the 

knowledge test results ~e made available, as opposed to 

being sent, to an applicant who has taken an examination 

using computer-based testing. 

Replacement of Lost or Destroyed Certificates by Facsimile 
or Telegram 

The proposal would revise current procedures by 

permitting an airman who has lost a certificate issued under 

proposed part 66 to request a facsimile of the certificate 

from the FAA as confirmation of the certificate's original 

issuance. The proposal would also allow any request to the 

FAA to be made by facsimile and would permit the FAA to .end 

directly to the airman a facsimile that the airman may 

carry, as proof of the original certificate's issuance, for 

a period not to exceed 90 days. Adoption of the proposed 

changes would make the rule consistent with current 

practices implemented by the Airman Certification Branch 

(AVN-460) . at the Aviation Standards National Field Office in 
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Oklahoma City. Current regulati~ns specify the use of 
- . 

telegrams only and limit their validity to a 60-day period. 

The proposed use of facsimiles, in addition to .. 
telegrams' reflects advancemen'ts in communications 

technology and would speed access to FAA services by 

permitting the use of other means, such as telephone 

facsimile or computer modem, to obtain a replacement 

certificate. The use of these means wo.uld speed the 

replacement of a lost certificate to an airman, thereby 

decreasing the time during which an airman may not exercise 

the privileges of a certificate or rating. Increasing the 

period of validity of telegrams and facsimiles used as proof 

of certification would also decrease the possibility of a 

certificate holder having to make any additional request for 

a replacement certificate. Similar provisions are under 

consideration for adoption in other parts of the FAR. 

Extension of the Duration of an Inspection Authorization 

Under the proposed rule, the duration of an inspection 

authorization would be extended, from the current 12-month 

period ending.in March of each year, to a 24-month period 

ending. on. the last day of the 24th month after the date of 

issuance of the inspection authorization. Extending the 

duration of the inspection authorization would make the 

authorization consistent with FAA practices regarding the 

issuance of other renewable certificates, such as the flight 

instructor certificate, which is renewed every 24 months. A 
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24-month renewal cycle would relieve the public of a 

significant regulatory burden and FAA Flight Standards 

District Offices of a considerable administrative burden, 

without compromising safety. Modifying the existing 

training and currency requirements to coincide with the 

adoption of a 24-month renewal cycle would give holders 

greater flexibility in meeting regulatory requirements. 

Grantina of Inspection Authorization Privileges Based on the 
Type of Technician Certificate Held by an Applicant 

In view of the creation·of the proposed AMT and AMT(T) 

certificates, the FAA proposes to delineate the privileges 

and limitations of the inspection authorization in a ma.µner 

similar to that provided for by the AMT and AMT(T) 

certificates. Under the current rule, the FAR sections 

pertaining to the issuance of an inspection authorization 

are found in subpart B, which pertains solely to currently 

certificated mechanics. With the creation of the new 

certificates, the holder of an AMT certificate or the holder 

of an AMT(T) certificate can apply for an inspection 

authorization. The FAA, therefore, proposes to create a new 

subpart, solely applicable to the issuance of inspection 

authorizations to holders of either AMT or AMT{T) 

certificates. The FAA contends that the retention of the 

current regulatory structure for inspectjon authorization 

privileges and limitations, which is based.on the possession 

of a single certificate, would be inconsistent with a 
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certification structure that provides for two different 

types of certificates with different privileges and 

limitations. 

An inspection authorization holder's privileges would 

be dependent upon tne privileges of the type of certificate 

held by the individual possessing the inspection 

authorization. Under the proposal, the privileges of an 

individual possessing an inspection authorization and 

holding a current and valid AMT(T) certificate with an 

aircraft rating would not be any different from the 

privileges of the current holder of an inspection 

authorization possessing a current mechanic certificate with 

airframe and powerplant ratings as specified in current 

§ 65.95. 

An individual possessing an inspection authorization 

with an AMT certificate that has an aircraft rating, 

however, would not be permitted to approve aircraft 

certificated.under part 25 or part 29 for return to service 

after tbe completion of a major repair or alteration. This 

individual also would not be permitted to perform an annuai 

inspection, nor perform or supervise an annual inspection, 

on any aircraft certificated under part 25 or·part 29. 

The general eligibility requirements for an individual 

holding an AMT or AMT(T) certificate to obtain an inspection 

authorization· would be the same as those specified under the 

current rule,· with the exception that an individual seeking 
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the more comprehensive privileges confe:z:red on the holder of 

an inspection authorization with an AMT(T) certificate would 

be required to satisfy all eligibility requirements through 

the performance of work on aircraft certificated under 
'• 

part 25 or part 29 dr on the airframes, aircraft engines, 

propellers, appliances, components, or parts of these 

aircraft. An individual intending to obtain these 

inspection authorization privileges would be required to 

have been engaged in this type of work for 2 years prior to 

application for the authorization and possess a current anc 

valid AMT(T) certificate for at least 3 years prior to 

app 1 ica tion. Current el.ig ibi li ty requirements and proposed 

eligibility requirements for the issuance of an inspection. 

authorization to the holder of a mechanic certificate only 

require that the applicant have been actively engaged in the 

maintenance of any type of aircraft for 2 years prior to the 

date of application and hold a current and valid mechanic 

certificate for a period of at least 3 years. Essentially, 

the proposal would require that an individual intending to 

exercise the approval for return-to-service privileges of an 

inspection authorization with respect to aircraft 

certificated under part 25 or part 29 obtain the requisite 

experience for the inspection authorization through the 

maintenance of aircraft certificated under these parts. An 

AMT(T) with an inspection authorization who does not meet 

this requirement but meets the requirements for the holder 
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of a AMT certificate with an inspection authorization would 

be permitted to exercise the privileges of the holder of an 

AMT certificate with an inspection authorization. 

Renewal requirements would not change under the 

proposed rule, with ~he exception that an individual 

possessing an AMT(T} certificate who intends to obtain an 

inspection authorization and exercise the complete range of 

privileges available under the authorization must perform 

the requisite inspections on aircraft certificated under 

part 25 or part 29. 

Because the inspection authorization has become the 

subject of a separate subpart, references to the inspection 

authorization in Subpart A-General have·now been included in 

the proposed rule. Inclusion of references to the 

inspection authorization in this subpart would not affect 

any current privileges or limitations of an inspection 

authorization. 

Requiring Applicants for the Inspection Authorization 
To Complete an Inspection Authorization Refresher Course 
Prior to Their Initial Application 

The proposal would establish a requirement that all 

applicants for an inspection authorization successfully 

complete an inspection authorization refresher course during 

the 12 months prior to application for an inspection 

authorization. The current rule does not impose this 

requirement. ·current renewal optio~s available to the 

holder of an inspection authorization permit the holder to 
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renew the inspection authorization indefinitely without~ 

having attended an inspection authorization refresher 

course. Therefore, the holder of a current inspection 

authorization may have never ~ttended an inspection 

authorization refresher course. 

FAA surveys indicate that standardization of inspection 

procedures and the proper completion and submission of 

required documentation are consistent problems among holders 

of inspection authorizations. Successful completion of an 

inspection authorization refresher course prior to initial 

application would ensure that all future holders of an 

inspection authorization were instructed in the uniform 

interpretation of regulatory and advisory material prior to. 

the exercise of the privileges of the inspection 

authorization. 

Expansion of Inspection Authorization Renewal Options 

The proposal would permit the holder of an inspection 

authorization to use a combination of annual inspections, 

inspections of major repairs or major alterations, and 

complete progressive inspections to satisfy the renewal 

requirements for.the inspection authorization. Such a 

provision would give the holder of an inspection 

authorization much greater flexibility i~ meeting renewal 

requirements. To faci_litate the combination of these 

inspections with other inspec~ion periods currently 

designated in months for the purpose of certificate renewal, 
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the proposal would change the currently specified 90-day 

periods for inspections to 3-month periods. 

The August 17, 1994, NPRM proposed that the holder of 

an inspection authorization be permitted to use 

participation in current inspection programs, which are 

reconunended by the manufacturer, or other inspection 

programs established by the registered owner or operator 

under§ 91.409(f) (3) or (4}, to satisfy renewal 

requirements. This proposal is not being included in this 

NPRM. Although the experience gained through participation 

in such inspection programs may be commensurate with the 

experience currently accepted to obtain the inspection 

authorization renewal, an inspection authorization is not 

required to participate in these inspection programs. The 

FAA deems it inappropriate to permit the holder of an 

inspection authorization to use participation in an 

inspection program that does not require an inspection 

authorization.as a means (and possibly the sole means) of 

satisfying inspection authorization renewal requirements. 

Under the current regulation, the holder of an 

inspection authorization may renew the inspection 

authorization by attending and successfully completing a 

refresher course. acceptable to the Administrator, of not 

less than B hours during the 12-month period preceding the 

application for renewal. The previously published NPRM 

would permit the holder to renew an inspection authorization 
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by attending and successfully completing a refresher course, 

or series of courses, acceptable to the Administrator, of 

not less than 16 hours during the proposed 24-month period 

preceding the application for renewal. The FAA considered 

modifying the previdusly published NPRM to permit the holder 

to renew the inspection authorization by successfully 

completing an 8 hour course of instruction during the 

expanded 24-month renewal period. Comments made to this 

proposal by the ARAC on air carrier/general aviation 

maintenance issues, however, indicated that acceptance of 

this change would effectively halve the amount of recurrent 

training that the holder of an inspection authorization 

would receive when renewing the inspection authorization 

through the use of this option. After reviewing ARAC's 

concerns, the FAA has determined that·completion of a 

16-hour inspection authorization refresher course, or series 

of courses, acceptable to the Administrator, during the 

expanded renewal period is necessary to provide a level of 

recurrent training equivalent to that currently required of 

individuals seeking to renew an inspection authorization 

through the use of this training option. This NPRM 

therefore retains the language of the earlier proposal. 

Redesignation of the Term "Repairman" 

In view of the specialized nature of aviation 

maintenance tasks performed by currently certificated 

repairmen, the FAA proposes that the term "aviation repair 
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specialist" replace the current term 11 repairman. n The FAA 

contends that the term "aviation·repair specialist• more 

accurately reflects the level of expertise required to 

maintain today's highly complex aviation systems. In 

addition, the use of the term "aviation repair specialist n . 

would serve to increase the level of professionalism among 

aviation maincenance personnel. Adoption of the cerm would 

also be consistent with the FAA's policy of implementing 

gender-neutral regulations. The term "aviation repair 

specialistn would be used to describe the three types of 

aviation repair specialist certificates that could be issued 

under the proposal: the aviation repair specialist 

certificate issued on the basis of proficiency in a 

designated specialty area CARS-I), the aviation repair 

specialist certificate issued on the basis of employment 

(ARS-II), and the aviation repair specialist certificate 

issued to experimental aircraft builders CARS-III). 

The aviation repair specialist certificate issued on 

the basis of employment (ARS-II) would be the equivalent of 

the current repairman certificate, and the aviation repair 

specialist certificate issued to experimental aircraft 

builders (ARS-III) would be the equivalent of the current 

repairman certificace-experi.tnental aircraft builder. 

The ARS certificate would not be issued to holders of 

the AMT or AMT(T) certificate because an AMT or AMT(T) 

certificate holder does not require an ARS certificate to 
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exercise approval for return-to-service authority. The AMT 

or AMT(T), however, may sti~l require additional training to 

obtain tbe necessary competency to perform work on certain 

items and to approve these items for return to service. 

Completion of training equivalent to that required for the 

issuance of an ARS certificate in a designated specialty 

area would provide an AMT or AMT{T) with the qualifications 

necessary to perform work in that specialty area and would 

also serve as an indication that an AMT or AMT(T) possesses 

the qualifications necessary to exercise approval for 

return-to-service privileges in the specialty area. 

Establishment of an Aviation Repair Specialist Certificate 
Based on Proficiency in Designated Specialty Areas That May. 
Be Issued Independent of Employment 

Currently, an applicant for a repairman· certificate 

(with the exception of those issued to experimental aircraft 

builders) is required to possess the ability to perform the 

specific task for which he or she is employed and to obtain 

the recommendation of the certificated repair station, 

commercial operator, or air carrier by which that individual 

is employed. A repairman is not currently required to meet 

any uniform national standard for tbe specific discipline in 

which tbe individual performs work. 

Extensive study by the Part 65 Working Group has 

indicated that the increasingly complex nature of aviation 

maintenance requires that an individual who performs work in 

certain specialized and highly technical areas should meet 
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formal standardized qualifications. The .ARAC concurred with 

the findings of the Part 65 Working Group in this matter and 

has made this recommendation to the FAA. The FAA accepts 

the ARAC recommendation and, therefore, proposes to issue an 
'• 

aviation repair specialist certificate based on proficiency 

in designated specialty areas. The qualifications for the 

issuance of this proposed certificate would be based on 

nationally and internationally recognized standards 

(developed by the aviat~on maintenance industry) that the 

FAA considers essential for the performance of work in a 

highly specialized area. The FAA currently proposes to 

issue aviation repair specialist certificate~ with ratings 

based on proficiency in the areas of nondestructive 

inspection (NDI), composite structure repair, metal 

structure repair, and aircraft electronics .. Although the 

FAA has defined a number of specialty areas, additionai 

specialty areas are also under consideration (such as glider 

and hot air balloon repair), and new and previously unknown 

disciplines may also emerge as specialty areas as technology 

advances. Additional certificates and ratings, ' issued by 

the Administrator, that recognize proficiency in these 

areas, therefore, may be established later. 

As a result of meeting these established 

qualifications, the proposal would permit the holder of an 

aviation repair specialist certificate issued on the basis 

of proficiency in a designated specialty area (ARS-I) to 
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retain . the certificate independent of employment by a 

certificated repair station, commercial operator, or air 

carrier. However, an individual intending to exercise the 

privileges of the proposed ARS-I certificate would only be 

permitted to perform those tasks for which the individual is 

certificated while employed by a certificated repair 

station, commercial operator, or air carrier, since approval 

for return-to-service authority would continue to rest with 

the employer and not the ARS-I certificate holder. 

The proposed certificate would be issued directly to 

the applicant and would not be held by an aviation 

maintenance organization, · as is the practice with the 

current repairman certificate. The individual, therefore; 
. 

could leave the employment of any of these organizations yet 

still retain the certificate. However, the · individual would 

not be able to exercise the privileges of the certificate 

until he or she had obtained a position with another 

certificated repair station, commercial operator, or air 

carrier. Accordingly, an ARS-I who.is an independent 

contractor to a certificated repair station, commercial 

operator, or air carrier would not be . permitted to exercise 

the privileges of the certificate. 

Since the holder of the proposed certificate would have 

demonstrated a recognized level of proficiency to obtain the 

proposed certificate, the FAA contends that it would be 

unnecessacy for the applicant· to reapply for the certificate 
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every time the individual changes his or her place of 

employment. The certificate, therefore, would remain valid· 

until surrendered, suspended, or revoked. 

The proposed ARS-I certificate would require the 

completion of an approved training course or program in the 

specialty area sought. This training and certification 

would ensure the technical competency of the individual. It 

would no longer be necessary for an employer to recommend an 

individual to perform work.of a nature similar to that 

performed for a previous employer. An individual would 

obtain this new certificate.by submitting evidence, 

acceptable to the Administrator, that demonstrates 

satisfactory completion of an approved aviation repair 

specialist training course fo'r a rating in a designated 

specialty area or, prior to 12 months after the effective 

date of the rule, evidence of the ability to perform those 

tasks appropriate to the certificate and rating sought. 

Evidence of the ability to perform tasks appropriate to the 

rating sought could consist of a current repairman 

certificate with a rating that requires an applicant to 

possess a level of competency equivalent to that required 

for tha issuance of an ARS-I certificate in one of the 

designated specialty areas (e.g., a repairman certificate 

with an NDI ratirig). The holder of a repairman certificate 

who provides evidence of competency in a specific area of 

technical expertise that is not equivalent to that required 
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for an ARS-I certificate in a designated specialty area, 

however, would need to provide additional evidence to 

indicate competency in the designated area. The FAA also 

notes that an individual possessing a mechanic certificate 
', 

with an airframe rating would not need to apply for an ARS-I 

certificate in metal or composite structure repair as the 

privileges of the aviation repair specialist certificate 

would be encompassed in the privileges of the current 

mechanic certificate. 

To ensure that an ARS-I certificate holder remains 

qualified to perform the tasks appropriate to the designated 

specialty area in a rap~dly changing aviation maintenance 

environment, the proposal would require the holder to. 

maintain currency by meeting the current qualifications and 

proficiency requirements for the issuance of the certificate 

and rating in the designated specialty area. Currency would 

be maintained through training to a proficiency-based 

standard evidenced by demonstrated competency to perform 

required tasks, and not through completion of a specified 

numbe~ of hours of training. The holder of both the ARS-I 

certificate and the ARS-II certificate would also be 

afforded the opportunity to maintain currency through 

participation in training programs administered by the 

part 145.repair station, commercial ope~ator, or air carrier 

by which the individual is employed. Because the proposed 

ARS-I certificate would be issued directly to an applicant,. 
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the proposal additionally would revise those general 

provisions of subpart A to include the appropriate 

references to this new certificate. 

Although the FAA did consider establishing a 

certification struccure that would have eliminated the 

issuance of specialized certificates, the FAA contends that 

a certification structure that includes aviation repair 

specialist certificates is more appropriate. The FAA 

contends that the complex nature of current aviation 

maintenance technology requires the retention and training 

of individuals who are highly trained in technical 

specialties of a narrow scope. The retention of such highly 

trained individuals ensures the highest· level of safety in · 

the. maintenance of complex components. The implementation 

of the proposed certification structure also ensures the 

continued existence of aviation maintenance personnel who 

have a more broad-based level of technical expertise and are 

able to assess the integrity of the various systems and 

components within an aircraft and approve an aircraft for 

return to service (AMTs and AMT(T)s). It also ensures the 

continued existence of aviation maintenance personnel 

trained in highly specialized areas of aviation maintenance 

(ARSs). A certification structure containing a generalized 

certificate with approval for return-to-service privileges 
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and a certificate indicative of proficiency in the more 

technical areas of aviation maintenance,. therefore, has 

been retained. 

Notification of Change of Address for the Continued Exercise 
of Certificate Privileges 

Current§ 65.21 requires mechanics and repairmen to 

notify the FAA of a change of permanent address within 

30 days. Although the current rule requires that an airman 

issued a certificate under this part provide such a 

notification, the airman may, under the current rule, 

continue to exercise the privileges of the certificate even 

if he or she fails to make the notification. 

Pilots, like other individuals issued certificates 

under this part, are also required to notify the FAA of a 

change of their permanent address within 30 days. However, 

pilots may not continue to exercise the privileges of the 

certificate if they fail to comply with existing 

notification requirements. 

Recent FAA experience in using current address 

information records to provide information of concern to 

mechanics has indicated that current FAA records are 

inadequate to locate a significant percentage of certificate 

holders. Many of the notices sent to aviation maintenance 

personnel were returned to the FAA and were noted as being 

undeliverable. Because the FAA may periodically need to 

disseminate critical safety information rapidly to all 
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aviation maintenance personnel, it is extremely important 

that the FAA have address information for all certificate 

holders. 

The FAA contends that cu~rent efforts to increase the 

level of professiona'lism in the aviation maintenance 

industry and to ensure that the FAA can rapidly notify 

aviation maintenance personnel of important safety-related 

matters, warrant including in the proposal a provision that 

would prohibit the holder of any certificate issued under 

this part from exercising the privileges of the certificate 

if its holder did not comply with current notification 

requirements upon a change of permanent address. The FAA 

contends that, by withdrawing certificate privileges from a 

person who fails to comply with this requirement, a holder 

of a certificate issued under this part will· be more 

diligent in complying with the essential requirement of 

notifying the FAA of his or her current address. 

Testing of AMT Applicants by Designated Aviation Maintenance 
Technician Schools 

Under the provisions of current§ 61.?l(b), the FAA 

currently permits certain pilot schools certificated under 

part 14i to test pilot applicants on the aeronautical 

knowledge and skill required to obtain certificates issued 

under part 61 of the FAR without further testing by an F.AA 
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or FAA-designated pilot examiner. The FAA proposes to enact 

similar provisions for the testing of aviation maintenance 

personnel. 

The proposal would permit an individual who has passed 

all applicable know!edge tests in the prescribed period and 

who has applied for an AMT certificate within 90 days after 

graduation from certain aviation maintenance technician 

schools to be considered as me~ting the specific experience 

and competency requireme.nts for the certificate, without 

further testing. Only those aviation maintenance technician 

schools certificated under part 147 and specifically 

authorized by the Administrator to·test appl~ca,nts on the 

experience and competency requirements for the AMT 

certificate would be able to conduct the testing necessary 

to satisfy the requirements of the proposal .. 

The proposal would provide applicants for an AMT 

certificate with an additional means to complete the 

required testing for the certificate. It would also 

expedite the .certification process for qualified AMT 

applicants and reduce testing costs for the applicant. 

In its review of the certification requirements for 

aviation maintenance personnel, the FAA also considered 

permitting graduates of certain aviation maintenance schools 

approved by Transport Canada to use training received at 

those schools toward completion of the training requirements 

for the issuance of an AMT certificate. The FAA has not 
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included this proposal in this notice, howev.er; the FAA 

contends that such a proposal could be readily implemented 

after the conclusion of a Bilateral Aviation Safety 

Agreement (BASA) with Canada. •. 

Removal of Gender-Specific Terms 

In accordance with the FAA's policy of implementing 

gender-neutral regulations and maintaining conformity with 

other recently revised certification regulations that are 

now gender neutral and in view of the increased role of 

women in the aviation maintenance profession, the FAA 

proposes to eliminate all_gender-specific references that 

apply to aviation maintenance personnel from proposed 

part 66. These changes are reflected in the proposed 

amendment; however, specific changes are not listed in the 

section-by-section general analysis. 

Editorial Changes 

In order to promote consistency between this proposed 

rule and the terminology-used in current regulations, the 

proposal effectuates a number of editorial changes. Such 

changes include, but are not limited to, the use of the term 

•airframe, aircraft engine, propeller, appliance, component, 

or part• in those instances where the term •related 

appliance or part" is used; inclusion of the terms 

"certificate," •rating," or "authorization" where one or 

more terms have been inadvertently omitted; and a more 
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expansive use of the term "person." These changes are noted 

in the section-by-section analysis and do not affect the 

substantive provisions of·the proposed rule unless 

specifically noted. 

Section-by-Section AD&1ysis 

Part 65 

Under the proposal, the title of part 65 would be 

amended to reflect the removal. of subpart O (Mechanics) and· 

subpart E (Repairmen) ~rem this part. The proposed title of 

part 65 would specifically list only those airmen whose 

certification would continue to be regulated by this part. 

The current title of part 65, therefore, woQld be changed 

from "Certification: Airmen Other Than Flight Crewmembers~ 

to "Certification: Air-Traffic Control Tower Operators, 

Aircraft Dispatchers, and Parachute Riggers." 

§ 65.1 

Section 65.1 currently states that part 65 is 

applicable to air traffic control tower operators, aircraft 

dispatchers, mechanics, repairmen, and parachute riggers. 

Under the proposal, the certification of all aviation 

maintenance personnel would be regulated by part 66. The 

proposai would revise§ 65.1 by limiting the applicability 

of this part to ~ir traffic control tower operators, 

aircraft dispatchers, and parachute riggers. 
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§ 65. 3 . 

Section 65.3 prescribes the certification requirements 

for foreign mechanics. Because the proposal would place the 

certification of aviation maintenance personnel under 
•. 

part 66, this section would be removed from part 65 and 

reserved. An equivalent section, § 66.3, is proposed for 

inclusion in proposed part 66. 

§ 65.11 

Current§ 65.ll(c) prohibits a person whose mechanic 

certificate is suspended to apply for any rating to be added 

to that certificate during the period of suspension, and 

current§ 65.ll(d) (2) prohibits a person whose repairman or 

mechanic certificate is revoked from applying for either o~ 

those kinds of certificates for 1 year after the date of 

revocation, unless the order of revocation provides 

other,,,,ise. Because the proposal would place the 

certification of all aviation maintenance personnel under 

proposed part 66, that portion of§ 65.ll(c) that refers to 

the suspension of mechanic certificates and§ 65.ll(d) (2} in 

its entirety would be removed from part 65. The provisions 

of these paragraphs would be included in proposed 

§ 66.s.: (c) and (d). 

§ 65.15 

Proposed§ 65.15 would remove the reference to the 

repairman certificate found in current paragraph {a). As 
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the provisions of current paragraph (b) apply only to the.· 

repairman certificate, this paragraph would also be removed. 

Its provisions would be found in proposed§ 66.9. The 

remaining provisions of current paragraphs (a) and (c) would 

be retained in proposed paragraphs (a) and (b). 

Part 65, Subpart D and Subpart E, §§ 65.71 through 65.105 

The proposal would completely remove subpart D 

(Mechanics), consisting of§§ 65.71 through 65.95, and 

subpart E (Repairmen), consisting of§§ 65.101 

through 65.105, from part 65 and would establish subpart B 

(Aviation Maintenance Technicians), subpart C (Aviation 

Maintenance Technicians (Transport)), subpart D (Inspection 

Authorizations), and s·ubpart E (Aviation Repair SpecialistsJ 

under part 66. The new subparts would be based-upon the 

subparts currently found in part 65. · 

Part 66 

Under th_e proposal, a new part 66 prescribing the 

certification requirements solely for aviation maintenance 

personnel would be created. Part 66 would include subpart 

(General), subpart B (Aviation Maintenance Technicians), 

subpart C (Aviation Maintenance Technicians (Transport)), 

subpart D (Inspection Authorizations), and subpart E 

(Aviation Repair Specialists). Proposed subpart A (General) 

would be based on part 65, subpart A, and modified to 

address regulatory concerns applicable to aviation 
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maintenance technicians. aviation maintenance technicians 

(transport), and aviation repair specialists. Proposed 

subparts B, C, and D would be based on part 65, subpart D; 

and proposed subpart E would be based on part 65, subpart E. 

The proposal would establish the new part under the title 

ncertification: Aviation Maintenance Personnel." 

§ 66.1 

Proposed§ 66.1 sets forth .the applicability of 

part 66. This proposed section is based upon current§ 65.1. 

This section would limit the applicability of this new part 

to aviation maintenance technicians, aviation .maintenance 

technicians (transport), holders of inspection 

authorizations, and aviation repair specialists. 

§ 66.3 

Section 66.3 prescribes the certification requirements 

for foreign aviation maintenance technicians and aviation 

maintenance technicians (transport). Because the proposal 

would not preclude foreign individuals from obtaining these 

proposed certificates, this section would refer to both 

subpart Band subpart C, the proposed subparts that list the 

certification requirements for these certificates. The 

proposed section is based on current§ 65.3. There are no 

substantive differences between the proposed section and 

current§. 65.3.· 
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§ 66.5 

Proposed§ 66.5 prescribes .the application and issuance 

procedures for a certificate and ratings under this part. 

This proposed section is baseQ on current§ 65.11. There 
', 

are no substantive differences between paragraphs (a) and 

(b) of the proposed section and current§ 65.ll, except for 

the inclusion of a reference to the inspection authorization 

and the replacement of the term "written test" with 

"knowledge test" in proposed paragraph · (a). Proposed 

paragraphs (c) and (d) would differ from current§ 65.ll(c) 

and (d) by the removal of references to air traffic control 

tower operators, aircrafc dispatchers, and parachute 

riggers, and the inclusion of references to aviation 

maintenance technicians, aviation maintenance technicians 

(transport), and aviation repair specialists. Paragraph (c) 

of the proposed rule would include a reference to aviation 

repair specialists because the proposed ARS-I certificate, 

unlike the current repairman certificate, would be issued 

with ratings based on proficiency in designated . specialty 

areas. 

§ 66.7 

Proposed§ 66.7 is based on current§ 65.13 and refers 

to the issuance of temporary certificate~. This section 

would be revised to reflect current practices by indicating 

that an applicant's qualifications, and not merely the 
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application and supplementary documents submitted by the 

applicant, would be subject to review. 

§ 66.9 

Proposed§ 66.9 is based on the current§ 65.15 and 

establishes the duration .of certificates issued under this 

part. Paragraph (a) of proposed§ 66.9 would include the 

proposed aviation maintenance technician certificate, 

aviation maintenance technician (transport) certificate, 

aviation repair specialist certificate issued on the basis 

of proficiency in a designated specialty area (ARS-I), and 

the aviation repair specialist certificate issued to an 

experimental aircraft builder (ARS-III), among those 

certificates that are effective until surrendered, 

suspended, or revoked. The proposed rule corrects an 

earlier omission by including aviation repair specialist 

certificates issued to experimental aircraft builders 

(ARS-III} among those certificates that are effective until 

surrendered,_ suspended, or revoked. ·Proposed paragraph (b) 

does not change the intent of current§ 65.lS(b) and would 

state that an aviation repair specialist certificate issued 

on the basis of employment (ARS-II) remains effective until 

the.holder. is relieved from the duties f°or which the holder 

was employed and certificated. Proposed paragraph (c) 

retains the current requirement for a hold~r to return to 

the Administrator a certificate that has been suspended, 

revoked, or is no longer effective. 
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§ 66.11 

Proposed§ 66.11 is based on current§§ 65.89 

and 65.105, which prescribe the display of mechanic and 

repairman certificates. The proposal would consolidate the 

certificate display·requirements for all certificates under 

one section within part 66. There would be no substantive 

changes to current certificate display requirements. 

§ 66.13 

The proposed section is based on current§ 65.16 and 

would revise current procedures by permitting an airman who 

has lost a certificate issued under part 66 to request a 

facsimile of the certificate from the FAA as confirmation of 

the certificate's original issuance. The proposal also 

would allow any request to the FAA to be made by facsimile 

and would permit the FAA to send directly to the airman a 

telegram or facsimile that may be carried by the airman, for 

a period not to exceed 90 days, as proof of the original 

certificate's issuance. 

§ 66.15 

The proposed·section is based on current§ 65.21 and 

would· revise current requirements by prohibiting the bolder 

of any certificate issued under this part from exercising 

the privileges of the certificate if the holder has not 

notified the FAA: of a change in permanent mailing address 

within 30 days. 
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§ 66.17 

This proposed new section would require that the holder 

of an aviation maintenancew technic"ian certificate or 

aviation maintenance technician (transport) certificate 

notify the FAA of hfs or her current mailing address prior 

to the last day of the 12th calendar month after the 

effective date of the rule and prior to the last day of each 

48th calendar-month period thereafter. 

The proposal would pot require these certificate 

holders to comply with this requirement if the holder has, 

within the same ·12- or 48-calendar-month period for which a 

notification was required, provided this information to the 

FAA through the issuance of a certificate, rating, 

inspection authorization, or airman medical certificate, or 

through compliance with proposed§ 66.13 or§ 66.15. Any 

certificate holder failing to comply with this requirement 

would be prohibited from exercising th~ privileges of the 

certificate until the required notification had been made. 

§§ 66.19, 66.21, 66.23, -66.25, 66.27, and 66.29, 

Proposed§§ 66.19, 66.21, 66.23, 66.25, 66.27, 

and 66.29 are based on current§§ 6·5.20, 65.17, 65.18, 

6 5 .19, · 6 5 .12 , and 65 . 2 3 , respectively. These sections ref er 

to the falsification, reproduction, or alteration of 

documents, general test procedures, cheating or other 

unauthorized conduct on knowledge tests, retesting after 

failure, offenses involving alcohol or drugs, and the 
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refusal to submit to a drug or alcohol test. The only 

substantive difference between the proposed sections for 

part 66 and current corresponding sections in part 65 is the 

inclusion of specific provisions indicating the 

applicability of these sections to holders of inspection 

authorizations and the replacement of the term uwritten 

testn with nJcn.owledge testn in proposed§ 66.23 and§ 66.25. 

§ 66.31 

This proposed section would describe the policy and 

procedures that would govern the issuance of certificates 

and ratings in deviation from the airman certification rules 

set forth in proposed§§ 66.Sl{b), 66.57, 66.201, 

and 66.203. The proposed section would indicate that the 

Administrator may issue certificates and ratings in 

deviation from these sections if the Administrator finds 

that the holder can safely exercise the privileges of the 

certificate and rating. Requests for issuance of a 

certificate or rating in accordance with this section would 

be required to be submitted to the FAA National 

Headquarters, Flight Standards Service. 

Part 66 1 Subpart B 

The structure of part 66, subpart B, is based upon the 

current structure of part 65, subpart O. Under the proposed 

rule, the titie of part 66, subpart B, would be "Aviation 

Maintenance Technicians." 
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§ 66. s1 · 

Proposed§ 66.51 is based upon the current§ 65.71. 

The language of proposed subparagraph (a) (2) differs from 

current§ 65.71 by not only requiring an applicant for an 

aviation maintenance technician certificate to read, write, 

speak, and understand th~ English language, as is currently 

required, but also by requiring the applicant to demonstrate 

this knowledge by reading and explaining appropriate 

maintenance publications and by writing defect and repair 

statements. The proposal also differs from the current 

section in that it would eliminate the issuance of 

certificates to individuals who cannot meet this rec;tuirement 

and are employed·solely outside the United States by a 

U.S. air carrier. 

The proposal would retain current requirements to pass 

all required tests within 24 months and to comply with any 

additional eligibility requirements for any rating sought. 

§ 66 . 53 

Proposed§ 66 . 53 would establish that aircraft and 

aviation maintenance instructor rating$ would be issued 

under subpart B. 

§ 66.55 

Proposed§ 66 . 55 would establish th~ knowledge 

requirements for the aircraft rating. This proposed section 

is based on the knowledge reqUirements for the mechanic 
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certificate found in current§ 65.75. The proposal would 

revise these current knowledge requirements by not only 

including the current requirement.that the applicant be 

tested on the applicable provisions of part 43 and part 91 

of this chapter but also by requiring the applicant to pass 

a knowledge test that includes material on all relevant 

provisions of this chapter, therefore, expanding the 

knowledge required of an applicant. 

The proposal would also require the applicant to pass 

all knowledge tests (as oppo~ed to each section) before 

applying for the oral and practical tests for the rating 

sought unless the applicant was enrolled in certain avi~tion 

maintenance technician schools. 

Because of the increased use of computer-based testing, 

the proposal would state that a report of· the knowledge test 

results will be made available to the applicant upon 

completion of the test. Current rules pertaining to the 

testing of mechanic certificate applicants require the FAA 

to send the applicant a report of the test. 

§ 66.57 

Proposed§ 66.57 would establish the necessary 

experience requirements for the issuance of an aviation 

maintenance technician certificate with an aircraft rating. 

The experience requirements for the aviation maintenance 

technician certificate with an airc~aft rating would be 

similar to those found in current§ 65.77 for the mechanic 
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certificate with an airframe and powerplapt rating. The 

proposal would permit an applicant to present either an 

appropriate graduation certificate or a certificate of 

completion from a certificated aviation maintenance 
'• 

technician school to• show compliance with the necessary 

experience requirements. 

The proposal would, however, change the current 

30 months of experience required of applicants for a 

mechanic certificate with airframe and powerplant ratings to 

5,000 hours for applicants for an AMT certificate with an 

aircraft rating. The approximate full-time equivalent of 

30 months is 5,000 hours. Because separate airframe and 

powerplant ratings will not be issued under an aviation 

maintenance technician certificate, the 18-month experience· 

requirement pertaining to applicants for a separate rating, 

which is found in current§ 65.77(a), has not been included 

in the proposed section. 

§ 66.59 

Proposed§ 66.59 would establish the compe~ency 

requirements for applicants attempting to obtain an AMT 

certificate with an aircraft rating unde~ this part. This 

proposed section is based on current §'65.79. The proposal 

would establish a basic competency requirement for an 

aviation main~enance technician by requiring the applicant 

to demonstrate competence in performing tasks appropriate to 

the rating sought. The proposal also would clarify the 
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existing regulati~n to ensure that an applicant passed 

both an oral and a practical test appropriate to the 

rating sought. 

§ 66.61 

Proposed§ 66.61 is based on current§ 65.80 and would 

prescribe the specific requirements for the testing of 

students at aviation maintenance technician schools. 

Proposed paragraph (a) is based on the current section .with 

no substantive differences. Proposed paragraph (b) would 

permit applicants who have successfully completed all 

applicable knowledge test~ and who apply for an AMT 

certificate with an aircraft rating within 90 days after 

graduation from certain part 147 aviation maintenance 

technician schools (which have been specifically authorized 

by the Administrator to test the applicants on the 

applicable competency requirements), to be considered as 

meeting all applicable knowledge, experience, and 

competency requirements. 

§ 66.63 

Proposed§ 66.63, based on current§§ 65.81, 65.85, 

and 65.87 would define the privileges and limitations of an 

AMT certificate holder with an aircraft rating. Proposed 

paragraphs (a) and (b) are based on current§. 65.81; 

however, the proposal would clarify and expand the manner in 

which an aviation maintenance· technician may become 
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qualified to supervise the maintenance, preventive 

maintenance, or alteration of any aircraft, or approve for 

return to service any aircraft, airframe, aircraft engine, 

propeller, appliance, component, or part thereof. In 

addition to those means specified in current§ 65.81 for 

mechanics, the proposal would provide the holder of an AMT 

certificate and aircraft rating with an additional means to 

qualify for the exercise of these privileges. The holder of 

an AMT certificate would be permitted to exercise the 

privileges mentioned above if the aviation maintenance 

technician had received training on the tasks to be 

performed or had previously performed such work under the 

direct supervision of an appropriately rated certificate 

holder who had also received appropriate training on the 

tasks to be performed. 

Additionally, the proposal would clarify the intent of 

current§ 65.81 by permitting the holder of· an AMT 

certificate with an aircraft rating to exercise the 

privileges of the certificate and rating by demonstrating 

the ability to perform the work to the satisfaction of the 

Administrator. The current regulation requires actual 

performance of the work. 

The proposed regulation would require that the work 

recognized under proposed§ 66.63(b) be performed after the 

individual had been certificated as an aviation 

maintenance technician. 
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Except for those restrictions imposed by proposed 

paragraph (d), an AMT with an aircraft rating would, under 

proposed paragraph (c), retain current privileges of a 

mechanic with an airframe and~owerplant rating and would be 
'• 

permitted to perform the 100-hour inspection required by 

part 91. 

Proposed paragraph (d) (1) would set forth limitations 

on the holder of an AMT certificate with an aircraft ratingi 

limitations that currently are not applicable to the holder 

of a mechanic certificate with an airframe and powerplant 

rating. The holder of an~ certificate with an aircraft 

rating would not be permitted to approve for return to 

service any aircraft certificated under part 25 or part 29,. 

except after the performance of those tasks specified in 

paragraph (c) of appendix A to part 43 or after the 

performance of other tasks specified by the Administrator. 

Proposed paragraph (d) (2) would prohibit an AMT with an 

aircraft rating from performing or supervising a major 

repair or major alteration of a propeller or any repair or 

alteration of instruments (other than a horizontal-card 

liquid-filled compass), unless the work is being performed 

for, and is under the direct supervision and control of, a 

repair station certificated under part 145 of this chapter 

or an air .carrier certificated under part_s 121, 127, or 135 

of this chapter. 
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Proposed paragraph (d) (3) would also prohibit an AMT 

with an aircraft rating from approving for return to service 

any aircraft, airframe, aircraft engine, propeller, 

appliance, component, or part after completion of a maJor 

repair or major alteration, or from approving for return to 

service any instrument other than a horizontal-card 

liquid-filled compass after completion of any repair 

or alteration. 

The proposal, in paragraph (d) (4), also would require 

that a certificated aviation maintenance technician 

understand current instructions for continued airworthiness 

and the maintenance instructions for the speci~ic operation 

concerned in order to exercise the privileges of the 

certificate and rating. Current§ 65.81 requires a mechanic 

to understand the more limited current instructions of the 

manufacturer and the maintenance manuals for the specific 

operation concerned. 

§ 66.65 

Proposed§ 66.65 would prescribe the specific currency 

requirements for an aviation maintenance technician with an 

aircraft rating. This proposed section is based on current 

§ 65.83. The proposal would permit the holder of an AMT 

certificate with an aircraft rating to satisfy proposed 

currency requirements by using those means currently 

available to the holder of a mechanic certificate to meet 

current recent experience requirements. The proposal also 
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would permit the holder of an AMT certificate and an 

aircraft rating with additional means to maintain the 

currency-required to exercise the privileges of the · 
. 

certificate and rating. In addition to the means currently 

specified in§ 65.S~(a), the proposal would allow the AMT to 

maintain the currency required to exercise the privileges of 

the certificate and rating if the person had served under 

the supervision of an AMT or AMT(T), provided aviation 

maintenance instruction µnder an aviation maintenance 

training program acceptable to the Admin; ·crator, or 

directly supervised other aviation maint ~ .. ance instructors 

providing aviation maintenance instruction for a training 

program acceptable to the Administrator. The proposai also. 

would allow the use of any combination of the proposed and 

current methods to maintain currency. 

Proposed paragraph (a) (2) would require the successfui 
. . 

completion of recurrent training appropriate to the duties 

of an AMT if the individual desires to exercise the 

privileges of the certificate or rating for compensation or 

hire. This training may consist of an aviation maintenance 

technician refresher course, an inspection authorization 

refre•~:course, or any other course of instruction 
- • -:::;~,~:::-. r . 

acc~le to the Administrator and which is appropriate to 

the duties of an AMT. Additionally, an AMT could satisfy 

the proposed recurrent training requirement in the following 

manner: through participation in t~e required training 
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program .of a certificate holder with a maintenance and 

preventive maintenance training program required under 

§ 121:.375, § 127 . 137, or§ 135.433 (as specified in proposed 

paragraph (a) (2) (ii)); or through participation in the 

training program of a U.S.-certificated repair station that 

performs work in accordance with§ 145.2(a) or conducts a 

maintenance and preventive maintenance training program (as 

specified in proposed paragraph (a) (2) (iii)}. An AMT also 
. . 

could satisfy the propo~ed training requirement by providing · 

aviation maintenance instruction or by serving as the 

supervisor of persons providing aviation maintenance 

instruction. 

Proposed paragraph (b) would not require all AMTs to 

complete the new training requirements. An AMT who, within 

the preceding 24 months, has successfully completed a 

requalification course acceptable to the Administrator, or 

been found competent by the Administrator to exercise the 

privileges of the certificate, would not be subject to the 

proposed training requirements . 

Proposed paragraph (c) sets forth the limitations on 

exercising~ for compensation or hi_re, the privileges of the 

AMT'·c~ficate with an aircraft rating. It would permit an 
., 

AMT ·-~ho' has met the requirements of proposed .. . 
paragraph (a) (1); but not proposed paragraphs (a) (2) or (b), 

to exercise the privileges of the certificate and rat~ng, 

but not for compensation or hire. 
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§ 66.67 

The proposed section would set forth the additional 

eligibility requirements for applicants seeking an aviation 

maintenance instructor rating. Proposed paragraph (a) (1) 

would require applicants to possess a current and valid 

aviation maintenance technician certificate, with an 

aircraft rating, that has been in effect for a total of at 

least 3 years. Proposed paragraph (a) (2) would require 

applicants to have been actively engaged in maintaining 

aircraft for at least the 2-year period prior to the date of 

application. 

An applicant would also be required, in proposed 

paragraph (a) (3), to have passed a knowledge test on those 

subjects pertinent to ·the exercise of the privileges of the 

aviation maintenance instructor rating. In lieu of passing 

such a test within 24 months of application for the rating, 

an applicant who could present evidence of recognized 

instructional proficiency, as stated in the proposed rule, 

would not be.required to pass the knowledge test for 

the rating. 

Proposed paragraph (b) would recognize the proficiency 

of ~erienced, yet noncertificated, ins~ructors. An 

applicant who, within 12 months after the effective date of 

the rule, co~ld present evidence acceptable to the 

Administrator· that he or she had served as an aviation 

maintenance instructor or as the supervisor of aviation 
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maintenance instructors at an aviation maintenance school. 

certificated under part 147 of th~s chapter would not be 

required to pass a knowledge test on instructional 

proficiency. 

§ 66.69 

The proposed section would specifically list those 

subjects in which an applicant for an aviation maintenance 

instructor rating would be required to demonstrate 

satisfactory instructional knowledge and proficiency. This 

material is identical to that contained in the Fundamentals 

of Instruction written test. 

§ 66.71 

The proposed section would set forth the general 

privileges and limitations of the AMT certificate with an 

aviation maintenance instructor rating. 

§ 66.73 

Proposed§ 66.73 would prescribe the specific currency 

requirements for an aviation maintenance technician with an 

aviation maintenance instructor rating. An individual 

holding this certificate and rating would not be permitted 

to exercise the privileges of the certificate and rating 
. ~4!. ~ 4 

unles~~- within the preceding 24 months, the holder had 

provided 300 hours of aviation maintena:µ.ce instruction or 

had supervised other aviation maintenance.instructors for a 

period of 300 hours. The holder also would meet the 
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proposed currency requirements upon completion of an AMT 

refresher course (or other course of instruction acceptable 

to the Administrator) or i~ the Administrator had made a 

determination that the holder met the standards prescribed 

for the issuance of 'the certificate and rating. 

Part 66, Subpart c 

The structure of part 66, subpart C, is based on the 

current structure of part 65, s.ubpart D. Under the proposed 

rule, the title of part 66, subpart C, would become 

nAviation Maintenance Technicians (Transport) .n 

§ 66.101 

Proposed§ 66~101 sets for the eligibility requirement~ 

for the proposed AMT(T) certificate. It would require all 

applicants for the AMT(T) certificate to possess a current 

and valid AMT certificate and to comply with any additional 

requirements for any rating sought. Because an applicant 

for an AMT(Tt certificate would be required to hold a 

current and valid AMT certificate, an applicant would, 

therefore, be required to have complied with the 

requirements specified in proposed§ 66.51. These 

requirements, therefore, have not been repeated in the 

proposed section. 

§ 66.103 

Proposed§ 66.103 would establish aircraft and aviation 

maintenance instructor ratings issued wider subpart C. 
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§ 66.105 

Proposed§ 66.105 would establish the equivalency of 

the mechanic certificate with airframe and powerplant 

ratings and the proposed AMT(T.) certificate with the 
,, 

aircraft rating. The privileges and limitations of the 

proposed AMT(T} certificate with an aircraft rating, 

therefore, would be identical to those of the current 

mechanic certificate with airframe and powerplant ratings. 

As the FAA would continue to recognize.mechanic certificates 

with either an airframe rating or a powerplant rating, 

proposed paragraphs (b) and. (c) would set forth approval for 

return-to-service limitat·ions on the holders of these 

certificates, which are identical to those found in current 

part 65. 

§ 66.107 

The proposed section would set forth the additional 

eligibility requirements for the issuance of an AMT(T) 

certificate with an aircraft rating. An applicant would be 

required to successfully complete: an AMT(T) ~raining 

program administered by an approved training provider; an 

AMT(T) training program approved under part 147; or a 

traii,.i'Qft :program approved under part 121, subpart L, or 
~·· 1 • 

part: l ~t't, subpart r, or part 13 5, subpart J, of this . . 
chapter.· Training programs provided by'a specified 

certificate holder would be required to meet the training 
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program-requirements specified in paragraph (d) of 

appendix A of proposed part 66. 

§ 66.109 

Proposed§ 66.109 is based ·on current§§ 65.81, 65.85, 

and 65.87, and would define the privileges and limitations 

of an AMT(T) certificate.with an aircraft rating. Proposed 

§ 66.109 is structurally similar to proposed§ 66.63, which 

sets forth the privileges and limitations of the AMT 

certificate with an aircraft rating. 

The holder of an AMT(T) certificate with an aircraft 

rating would possess all of the privileges prov~ded to the 

holder of the AMT certificate with an aircraft rating, as 

set forth in proposed·§ 66.63. Proposed§ 66.109, however,· 

would not include two of the limitations placed.on the 

holder of an AMT certificate with an aircraft rating, which 

are found in proposed§ 66.63. 

Proposed paragraph {b) would not include the limitation 

placed on the holder of an AMT certificate with an aircraft 

rating, that · requires that work recognized under the 

proposed section for the exercise of certificate privileges 

be p~rformed after the individual has been certificated. 

Proposed paragraph (d) would permit the holder of an 

AMT(T) certificate with an aircraft rating to approve for 

return to service any aircraft certificated under part 25 or 

part 29. 
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§ 66.111 

Proposed§ 66.111 would prescribe the specific curren~ 

r~ements for AMT(T)s with an aircraft rating. This .,. ' . , 
proposed.section is based on current§ 65.83 and is 

structurally similar to proposed§ 66.65. It would differ 

from proposed§ 66.65 in that the maintenance, preventive 

maintenance, or alterations, which the AMT(T} with an 

aircraft rating would be required to have performed, 

supervised, or provided instruction in for at least 6 months 

within the preceding 24 months, would be required to be on 

an aircraft certificated under part 25 or part 29, or on any 

airframe, aircraft engine, propeller, appliance, component, 

or part thereof. The proposed recurrent training 

requirements would be identical to those proposed for the 

AMT. It would also permit the holder of an ·AMT(T) 

certificate who had not satisfied the currency requirements 

for an AMT(T) certificate, but had satisfied the currency 

requirements for an AMT certificate, to exercise the 

privileges of the AMT certificate. 

§ 66.113 

set forth the'eligibility 

applicants with an AMT(T) certificate and 

aircraZb' rating who are seeking an aviation maintenance 
.. ,. ";!:. '.-

instructor rating. The requirements of proposed§ 66.113 

would be similar to those establish~d for an applicant with 

an AMT certificate and aircraft rating who is se~g an 
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aviation maintenance instructor rating as. set forth in 

proposed§ 66.67. 

The proposed section would differ from proposed§ 66.67 

in that it also would permit a person possessing an AMT 
•. 

certificate with an·aviation maintenance instructor rating, 

who meets the requirements for the issuance of an AMT(T) 

certificate, to be issued an AMT(T) certificate with an 

aviation maintenance instructor rating, upon application. 

§ 66.115 

The proposed section would set forth the general 

privileges and limitations of the AMT(T) certificate with an 

aviation maintenance inst·ructor rating. 

§ 66.117 

Proposed§ 66.117 would prescribe the specific currency 

requirements for AMT(T)s with an aviation maintenance 

instructor rating. The currency requirements set forth for 

an AMT(T) with an aviation maintenance instructor rating 

would be identical to those set forth for an AMT with an 

aviation maintenance instructor rating, in proposed§ 66.73. 

The aviation maintenance instruction that the individual 

would be required to provide in order to maintain currency, 

would not be required to pertain to aircraft certificated 

under part 25 or part 29, or to the airf;rames," aircraft 

engines, propellers, appliances, components, or parts of 

these aircraft. 
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§ 66.119 

The proposed new section would set forth the 

requirements for those persons seeking approval as AMT(T) 

training program providers. An applicant for approval as a 

training program pr6vider would be required to submit a 

letter requesting approval to the Administrator and to 

comply with appendix A of this part. 

Proposed paragraph (b), however, would only require a 

certificate holder operating under parts 121, 127, 135, 

or 147, or a certificated repair station operating pursuant 

to§ 145.2(a), to request approval and show that its 

training program meets the requirements of paragraph (d) of 

appendix A of proposed part 66. 

Part 66, Subpart D 

Proposed part 66, subpart D, would consolidate those 

portions of current part 65 that pertain to the issuance of 

inspection authorizations, into a single subpart. Under the 

proposed rule, the title of part 66, subpart D, would become 

~rnspection Authorizations.• 

§ 66.151 

. Proposed§ 66.15.l is based on current§ 65.91 and would 

set forth the general eligibility requirements for 

applicants for an inspection authorization. Proposed 

paragraph (a) would require an applicant to meet the 

r~gµirements of current§ 65.9l(b) and would establish an 
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additional requirement for applicants to have attended and 

successfully completed an inspection authorization course, 

acceptable to the Administrator, of not less than a hours of 

instruction during the 12-mon~h period preceding the 

application. The proposal would permit both the holder of 

an AMT certificate or an AMT(T) certificate to obtain an 

inspection authorization. It would also require the 

applicant to have passed a knowledge test on his or her 

ability to inspect according to safety standards for 

approving aircraft for return to service after all repairs 

and alterations. 

Proposed paragraph (b} would require an applicant 

seeking to exercise the privileges specified in proposed 

§ 66.157{b} to possess an AMT(T) certificate and to have 

been actively engaged, for at least the 2-year period before 

application, in the maintenance, preventive maintenance, or 

alteration of aircraft certificated under part 25 or 

part 29, or of any airframe, aircraft engine, propeller, 

appliance, component, or part of such aircraft. 

Proposed paragraph {c) would retain the current 

prohibition against applying for a retest within 30 days 

after a previous testing failure. 

§ 66.153 

Proposed§ ~6.153 would prescribe the duration of an 

inspection authorization. This proposed section is based on 

current§ 65.92, but with two substantive differences. 
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Under the proposal, the expiration date of the inspection 

authorization would be extended to the last day of the 

24th month after its issuance. Under the current 

regulation, the inspect~on authorization expires on March 3l 

of each year. Additionally, the proposal would state that 

an inspection authorization would no longer be effective·if 

its holder does not possess a current and valid AMT or 

AMT(T) certificate. 

§ 66.155 

Proposed§ 66.lSS would prescribe the renewal 

procedures for an inspection authorization and is based on 

current§ 65.93. The proposed section woul~ extend the 

inspection authori2ation renewal requirement to every 

2 years so that it would correspond to the extension of the 

duration of the inspection authorization, as proposed in 

§ 66.153 above. Applications for renewal would be required 

to be presented to the appropriate FAA office within 90 days 

prior to the date of an inspection authorization's 

expiration. 

The proposal would retain current provisions specifying 

the renewal requirements for an inspecti~n authorization and 

would also permit the holder of an inspection authorization 

to use a combination of annual inspections, inspections of 

major repairs or. major alterations, and progressive 

inspectiqns to satisfy renewal requirements. To facilitate 

the combination of these inspections, the proposal would 
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change the currently specified 90-day period to a 

3-month period. 

Under the current regulation, the holder of an 

inspection authorization may renew the authorization by 

attending and successfully completing a refresher course, 

acceptable to the Administrator, of not less than 8 hours, 

during the 12-month period preceding the application for 

renewal. As the proposed rule ~ould extend the duration of 

the inspection authorization from 12 months to 24 months, 

the amount of time required for the holder of an inspection 

authorization to renew an a~thorization by using this 

method, in lieu of other performance requirements, would be 

proportionally increased to 16 hours. The proposal would 

specify that this training could be accomplished through 

attendance at an inspection authorization refresher course 

or a series of courses, acceptable to the Administrator, 

during the expanded renewal period. The proposal recognizes 

recent developments in instructional techniques and would, 

through the acceptance of a series of courses acceptable to 

the Administrator, permit instructional methods that may 

differ from the standard classroom or lecture format. 

§ 66".157 

Proposed§ 66.157 would prescribe the privileges and 

limitations of an inspection authorization. The privileges 

of the holder of an AMT(T) certificate with an inspection 

authorization are based on current§ 65.95, with no 
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substantive differ.ences. The privileges of the holder of ~ 

AMT certificate with an inspection authorization are based 

on current§ 65.95, but with certain distinctions that 

reflect the privileges and lirn..j..tations of the AMT 

certificate. The holder of an AMT certificate with an 

inspection authorization.would possess those privileges 

specified in current§ 65.95 except that the holder would 

not be permitted to inspect and approve aircraft 

certificated under part 25 or part 29 for return to service 

after completion of a major repair or a major alteration. 

The holder of an AMT certificate with an inspection 

authorization also would not be permitted to perform an 

annual inspection, or perform or supervise a progressive 

inspection, according to§ 43.13 and§ 43.15, on aircraft 

that have been certificated under part 25 or part 29. 

Part 66, Subpart E 

The structure of part 66, subpart E, is based upon the 

current structure of part 65, subpart D. Under the proposed 

rule, the title of part 66, subpart E, would become 

"Aviation Repair Specialists." 

§ 66.201 

Proposed§ 66.201 would set for~h the general 

eligibility requirements for an applicant.seeking an 

aviation repair specialist certificate issued on the basis 

of proficiency in a designated specialty area {ARS-I). An 
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appropriate maintenance publications, and by writing defect 

and repair statements. Proposed paragraph (c) differs from 

the current section in that it would provide a more 

comprehensive listing of items on which an applicant could 

be qualified to perform. maintenance (aircraft, airframes, 

aircraft engines, propellers, appliances, components, and 

parts thereof). Proposed paragraph (d) would change the 

current reference in§ 65.lOl(a) (3) from ~its maintenance 

manuals" to "its certificate holder's manual.~ 

The proposal also differs from current§ 65.101 in that 

it would eliminate the issuance of certificates to 

individuals who cannot read write, speak, or understand the 

English language and who are employed solely outside the 

United States by a certificated U.S. repair station, a 

certificated U.S. commercial operator, or a certificated 

U.S. air carrier. This change corresponds with proposed 

§§ 66.51 and 66.101, which eliminate the issuance of AMT and 

AMT(T) certi~icates under similar circumstances. 

Proposed paragraph (f) (1) would specify the current 

18-month practical experience requirement in hours instead 

of months as set forth in current§ 65.lOl(a) (5) (i). The 

3,000 hours of experience specified in the proposal are 

approximately equal to the current 18-month experience 

requirement. 
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§ 66.205 

Proposed§ 66.205 is based on current§ 65.104(a). 

The proposed section would change the term nrepai:anan 

certificate-experimental aircraft builder• to "aviation 

repair specialist certificat~' issued to an experimental 

aircraft builder (ARS-III)." There are no substantive 

differences between the proposed section and current 

§ 65.104(a). 

§ 66.207 

Proposed.section§ 66.207 establishes the equivalency 

of the proposed ARS-II certificate with the repairman 

certificate specified in· current § 65.101, and the 

equivalency·of the proposed ARS-III certificate with the 

repairman certificate (experimental aircraft builder) 

specified in current§ 65.104. 

§ 66.209 

Proposed§ 66.209 would set forth the general 

privileges and limitations of the aviation repair specialist 

certificate issued on the basis of proficiency ·in a 

designated specialty area (ARS-I). The holder of the 

certificate would be permitted to perform or supervise the 

maintenance, preventive maintenance, or alteration of 

aircraft, airframes, aircraft engines, propellers, 

appliances, components, and parts appropriate to the 

designated specialty area for which the aviation repair 

127 



-~ 
-~ 

specialist is certificated but only in connection with 

employment by a certificate holder operating under 

parts 121, 127, 135, or 145 of this chapter. 

Proposed paragraph {b) ~ould prohibit the holder from 

performing or supervising duties unless the individual 

understands the current instructions of the certificate 

holder employing the aviation repair specialist and the 

instructions for continued ainirorthiness, which relate to 

the specific operations concerned. 

§ 66.211 

The proposed section is based on current§ 65.103 and 

would set forth the general privileges and limitations of 

the aviation repair spec1alist certificate issued on the 

basis of employment (ARS-II). Proposed paragraph (a) 

differs from the current section in that it would provide a 

more comprehensive listing of items on which an applicant 

could be qualified to perform work (aircraft, airframes, 

aircraft engines, propellers, appliances, components, and 

parts). Proposed paragraph (b) is equivalent to current 

§ 65.lOJ(b). 

§ 66.213 

The proposed section is based.on current§ 65.104(b), 

with no substantive changes. 
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§ 66.215 

The proposed section would set fortp currency 

requirements for holders of aviation repair specialist 

certificates issued on the basis of proficiency in a 

designated specialty area (ARS-I). The holder would not be 

permitted to exercise the privileges of the certificate and 

rating unless the holder meets the current qualification and 

proficiency requirements for the issuance of the certificate 

and rating in the designated specialty area. 

Part 66, Appendix A 

Proposed appendix A to part 66 would set forth the 

training program requirements for the AMT(T) curriculum. 

It would set forth the minimum requirements for the form and 

content of the training program outline and would establish 

minimum training program requirements. It also would permit 

the provision of training in additional subject areas not 

specified in the appendix and would establish procedures for 

the revision of an approved training.provider's training 

program. The proposal also would describe the facilities, 

equipment, material, and instructors necessary to conduct an 

AMT(T) training program. 

The proposal would describe those student records that 

would be required to be retained by the training provider 

and the amount of credit the training provider could provide 

to a studenc for previous training. It would also require 

an approved craining provider to furnish each student with a 
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statement of graduation upon completion ~f the curriculum 

and, upon request, a record of training for any portion of· 

the training program that-has been completed. 

The proposed appendix would set forth notification 

requirements for training providers in the event of a change 

of ownership, name, or location. It would also establish 

standards for the conduct of instruction provided by 

contract or agreement. The proposal would also set forth 

specific periods for the duration of a training provider's 

approval and establish criteria for cancellation and renewal 

of the approval. 

§ 147.23 

The proposal would amend the current section to requir~ 

that an applicant for an aviation maintenance technician 

school certificate and rating(s) provide the nwnber of 

instructors who hold appropriate AMT or AMT(T) certificates 

with aviation maintenance instructor ratings, that the 

Administrator determines is necessary to provide adequate 

supervision of the students. Twelve months after the 

effective date of the rule, at least 1 AMT with an aviation 

maintenance instructor rating, or 1 AMT(T) with an aviation 

maintenance instructor rating, would be required for each 

25 students in each shop class. 
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§ 147.36 

The proposal would amend the current section to require 

that each aviation maintenance technician school, after 

certification or addition of a rating, provide the number of 

instructors who hold appropriate AMT certificates with 

aviation maintenance instructor ratings or AMT{T) 

certificates with aviation maintenance instructor ratings, 

that the Administrator determines is necessary to provide 

adequate instruction for the students. Twelve months after 

the effective date of the rule, at least 1 AMT with an 

aviation maintenance instructor rating, or 1 AMT(T) with an 

aviation maintenance instructor rating, would be required 

for each 25 students in each shop class. 

Paperwork Reduction Act 

Information collection requirements in proposed part 66 

and the proposed amendments to parts 65 and 147 have 

previously been approved by the Office of Management and 

Budget (OMBr under the provisions of the Paperwork Reduction 

Act of 1980 (Pub L. 96-511} and have been assigned OMB 

Control Number 2120-0022. 

Regulatory Bval.uati~ SUmlaa%y 

Proposed chaoges to Federal regulations must undergo 

several economic analyses. Executive Order 12866 directs 

that each Federal agency shall propose or adopt a regulation 

only upon a ~easoned interpretation that the benefits of the 
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intended regulation justify its costs. The Regulatory 

Flexibility Act of 1980 (RFA) requires ~gencies to analyze 

the economic effect of regulatory changes on small entities. 

The Office of Management and Budget directs agencies to 

assess the effect of regulatory changes on international 

trade. In conducting these analyses, the FAA has determined 

that this NPRM would generate benefits that justify its 

costs and is not a "significant regulatory action• as 

defined in the Executive Order. The FAA also estimates that 

the NPRM would not have a significant impact on a 

substantial number of small entities. No part of the 

proposed rule is expected to constitute a barrier to 

international trade. These analyses, available in the 

docket, are summarized below. 

Cost Bflllefit Azlll.iyaia 

Proposal 

The proposed rule would revise the regulations that 

prescribe the certification and tra~ning requirements for 

mechanics and repairmen. The main objective of the proposal 

is to upgrade the training of aviation maintenance personnel 

in order to ensure that they possess the necessary skills to 

maintain the sophisticated aircraft that are in service 

today. The proposal would require that personnel who 

approve large transport category aircraft for return to 

service obtain a higher level of training than those who 

approve other aircraft for return to service. In addition, 
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the proposed rule would establish a rating system for 

aviation repair specialists that would accord more 

responsibility and independence to those who have received 

formal training in designated specialty areas . 

Costs 

The total quantifiable costs of the proposal were 

estimated at$ 20.8 million on an annual basis. These costs 

were estimated for obtaining an AMT(T) certificate, which 

would require a more advanced level of training than the 

current mechanic certificate with airframe and powerplant 

ratings. It was not possible to quantify the cost of 

obtaining formal advanced training in the four designated 

specialty areas for the ARS-I certificate. There would, 

however, probably be a substantial financial incentive to 

obtain a certificate that requires advanced training because 

the possession of such a certificate would enhance the 

ability of the holder to command a higher salary. 

The provision of the proposed rule relating to 

recurrent training also may entail significant co~ts. It is 

difficult to quantify these potential costs, however, 

because there is no mini.mum hourly requirement specified for 

this training in the proposal. A range can be placed on 

these potential costs by assuming that 8 hours of training 

would be received by AMTs and AMT(T)s annually . The cost of 

this training would range between $7 million and $11 ~illion 

annually. 

133 



-~ 

Cost Savings 

There are a number of potential sources of cost sav: . 
. 

in the proposal. Productivity enhancements resulting frc 

the increased levels of technical proficiency achieved 

through advanced training for AMT(T) applicants and 

recurrent training for AMTs and AMT(T)s are expected to 

result in cost savings ~hat would range between $31 million 

and $57.55 million annually. The elimination of course 

redundancy in the airframe and powerplant training 

curriculum could provide approximately $16 million to $21.3 

million in cost savings annually. Other changes of an 

administrative nature, such as those resulting from the 

extension of the IA renewal period from 1 to 2 years and the 

creation of an aviation repair specialist certificate that· 

would not be renewed whenever its holder chang~s employment, 

could add approximately $1.75 million annually to these cost 

savings. The total potential cost savings therefore would 

range between $48.65 million and $80.6 million on annually. 

Benefits 

Although the proposed rule should have a positive 

impact on safety, it is not likely that this effect will be 

guantifiably significant. It is extremely difficult to 

determine the role of inadequate maintenance performed by a 

mechanic or repairman in causing an accident, given the 

complex nature of events leading up to most accidents and 

the lack of relevant information that could reveal 
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maintenance shortcomings in the ?ccid~nt record. A review 

of accident data revealed that only a negligible portion of 

all accidents involving general aviation aircraft could have 

been related to problems that this proposal is designed to 

address. 

Cost-Benefit Comparison 

The potential cost savings of this rule should 

significantly exceed the potential costs, resulting in a 

favorable net economic impact. Safety benefits are not 

expected to provide significant cost savings. 

Ragu1atory P18ld.bi1ity Dete:minaticn 

The Regulatory Flexibility Act of 1980 (RFA) was 

enacted by Congress to ensure that small entities are not 

unnecessarily and disproportionally burdened by" government 

regulations. The RFA requires agencies to review rules that 

may have •a significant cost impact on a substantial number 

of small entities." 

All of the major changes in the rules discussed in this 

NPRM affect aviation maintenance personnel who, as 

individuals rather than business or govermnent entities, are 

not subject to the provisions of the Regulatory Flexibility 

Act. The FAA has determined that the revisions would not 

have a significant economic impact on a substantial number 

of small entities. 
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rnternational. Trad~ :Impact Analy•i• 

The FAA has determined that this N~RM would not have 

any adverse impact on international trade since the aviation 

maintenance personnel affected by the proposed rule 

(primarily AMTs supporting general aviation operations) 

would not be empioyed by.firms that conduct international 

operations. 

Federalism. Xmp1ication. 

The regulation proposed·herein would not have 

substantial direct effects on the states, on the 

relationship between the nationa1 government and the states, 

or on the distribution of power and responsibilities among 

various levels of government. Therefore, in accordance witn 

Executive Order 12612, it is determined that .this proposal 

would not have sufficient federalism implications to warrant 

the preparation of a Federalism Assessment. 

:InteJ:D&tioaal Civil Aviation Organization. amt Joint Aviaticm 
Regulation. 

In keeping with U.S. obligations under the Convention 

on International Civil Aviation, it i~ FAA policy to comply 

with the Standards and Recommended Practices of the 

InteDl&tionai Civil Aviation Organization to the maxi.mum 

extent practicable. The FAA is not aware of ~Y differences 

that this proposal would present if adopted. Any 

differences that may be presented in comments to this 

proposal, however, will be taken into consideration. 
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Conclusion 

For the reasons discussed in the preamble, and based on 

the findings in the Regulatory Flexibility Determination and 

the International Trade Impact Analysis, the FAA has 

determined that this proposed.regulation is not a 

significant regulatory action under Executive Order 12866. 

In addition, the FAA certifies that this proposal. if 

adopted, would not have a signi.ficant economic impact, 

positive or negative, on a substantial number of small 

entities under the criteria of the Regulatory 

Flexibility Act. 

This proposal is not considered significant under 

DOT Order 2100.5, "Policies and Procedures for 

Simplification, Analysis, and Review of Regulations" 

(44 FR 11034; February 26, 1979). A draft regulatory 

evaluation of the proposal, including a Regulatory 

Flexibility Determination and International Trade Impact 

Analysis, has been placed in the docket. A copy may be 

obtained by contacting the person identified under "FOR 

FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT." 

Cro•a-Re:ference 

T~identify the location in proposed part 66 where 

those present regulations (or port~ons thereof) pertaining 
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to mechanics and repairmen would be found, the following 

cross-reference list is provided·. (Current §§ 65 .1 

through 65.23 would not be deleted from part 65 as these 

sections would still pertain bo those airmen who would 

continue to be regufated by that part.) 

Old New 

65.1 . . . . 66.1 
65.3 . . . . 66.3 
65.11 66.5 
65.12 . 66.27 
65.13 . . . . . . . . 66. 7" 
65.15 . . . . 66.9 
65.16 . 66.13 
65.17 . . . 66.21 
65.18 . . . . . . "66. 23 
65.19 . . . . . . 66.25 
65.20 . . . . . . . 66.19 
65.21 . . . . . . 66.15 
65.23 . . . . . . . . 66.29 
65.71 . . . . . . . . 66.51 and 66.101 
65.73 . . . . . . . . 66.53 and 66.103 
65.75 . . . . . . 66.55 
65.77 . . . . . . 66.57 
65.79 . . . . . . . . 66.59 
65.80 . . . . . . . . 66.61 
65.81 . . . . . 66.63 and 66.109 
65.83 . . . 66.65 and 66.111 
65.85 . . . . . 66.63 and 66.109 
65.87 . . . 66.63 and 66.109 
65.89 . 66.11 
65.91 . 66.151 
65.92 . . . . . 66.153 
65.93 . . . . . 66.155 
65.95 . . . . . . 66.157 
65.lOL . . . . . . . . 66.203 
65 .103· . . . . . . 66.211 
65.104 . . . 66.205 and-66.213 
65.105 . . . . . . . 66.11 
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§ 66.107 Aircraft Rating: Additional eligibility 
requirements. 

An applicant for an aviation maintenance technician 

(transport) certificate with an aircraft rating must present 

an appropriate graduation certificate, a certificate of 

completion, or other documentary evidence acceptable to the 

Administrator, that demonstrates the satisfactory completion 

of-

(a} An aviation maintenance technician (transport) 

training program, administered by an approved training 

provider, that meets the requirements of appendix A to 

this part; 

(b) An aviation maintenance technician (transport) 

training program approved under part 147 of this chapter, 

that meets the requirements of paragraph (d) of appendix A 

to this part; or 

(c) A training program approved under part 121, 

subpart L; or _part 127, subpart I, or part 135, subpart J, 

of this chapter, that meets the requirements of 

paragraph (d) of appendix A to this part. 

§ 55.109 Aircraft Rating: Privileges aJld limitationa. 

· (a) Except as specified in paragraph (d) of this 

section, a certificated aviation maintenance technician 

{transport) with an aircraft rating may perform maintenance, 

preventive maintenance, or alteration to any aircraft and 
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any airframe, aircraft engine, propeller, appliance, or 

component part thereof, and.any additional duties in 

accordance with§ 66.157 of this part. 

(b) Except as specified in paragraph (d) of this 

section, a certificated aviation maintenance technician 

(transport) may supervise the maintenaoce, preventive 

maintenaoce, or alteration of, and after inspection approve 

for return to service, any aircraft and any airframe, 

aircraft engine, propeller, appliance, component, or part 

thereof, provided the aviation maintenance technician 

(traosport) has-

(1) Satisfactorily performed the work at·an 

earlier date; 

(2) Demonstrated the ability to perform. the work to 

the satisfaction of the Administrator; 

(3) Received training acceptable to the Administrator, 

on the tasks to be performed; or 

(4) Performed the work while working under the direct 

supervision of a certificated aviation maintenance 

technician, .certificated aviation maintenance technician 

(transport), or certificated aviation repair specialist 

who·has-

(i) Had previous experience in the specific operation 

concerned; or 

(ii) Received training acceptable to the 

Administrator, on the tasks to be performed. 
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(c) Except a~ specified in paragraph (d) of this 

section, a certificated avi?tion maintenance technician 

(transport) may perform the 100-hour inspection required by 

part 91 of this chapter on any aircraft and any airframe, 

aircraft engine, propeller, appliance, component, or part. 

thereof, and approve the aircraft, airframe, aircraft 

engine, propeller, appliance, component, or part for return 

to service. 

(d) A certificated· aviation maintenance technician 

(transport) with an aircraft rating may not-

(1) Perform or supervise (unless under the direct 

supervision and control of a repair station certificated 

under part 145 of this chapter or of an air carrier 

certificated under parts 121, 127, or 135 of this chapter)-

(i) A major repair or major alteration of a propeller; 

or 

(ii) Any repair or alteration of instruments, other 

than a horizontal-card liquid-filled compass. 

(2) Approve for return to service-

( i) Any aircraft·, airframe, aircraft engine, 

propeller, appliance, component, or part after completion of 

a major·repair or major alteration; or 

(ii) Any instrument, other than a horizontal-card 

liquid-filled compass, after completion of any repair 

or alteration. 
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(3) Exercise the privileges of the certificate unless 

the aviation maintenance te9hnician {transport) understands 

the current instructions for continued airworthiness and the 

maintenance instructions for the specific operation 

concerned. 

§ 66.111 Aircraft rating: CUrrency requirements. 

(a} Except as provided in paragraphs (b) and (c) of 

this section, a certificat~d aviation maintenance technician 

(transport) with an aircraft rating may not exercise the 

privileges of the aircraft rating unles's the aviation 

maintenance technician (transport) has-

(1} For at least 6 months within the preceding 

24 months-

(i) Served as an aviation maintenance technician 

(transport) engaged in the maintenance, preventive 

maintenance, or alteration of aircraft certificated under 

part 25 or part 29 of this chapter, or of any airframe, 

aircraft engine, propeller, appliance, component, or 

part thereof; 

(ii) Served under the supervision of a certificated 

aviation maintenance technician (transport) engaged in the 

maintenance, preventive maintenance, or alteration of 

aircraft· certificated under part 25 or part 29 of this 

chapter, or of any airframe, aircraft engine, propeller, 

appliance, component, or part thereof; 
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(iii) Technically supervised other aviation 

maintenance technicians or ~viation maintenance technicians 

(transport} engaged in the maintenance, preventive 

maintenance, or alteration of aircraft certificated under 

part 25 or part 29 of this chapter, or of any airframe, 

aircraft engine, propeller, appliance, component, or 

part thereof; 

(iv) Provided aviation maintenance instruction or 

served as the direct supervisor of persons providing 

aviation maintenance instruction for an aviation maintenance 

training course or program acceptable to the Administrator, 

in which instruction is provided in the maintenance., 

preventive maintenance, or alteration of aircraft 

certificated under part 25 or·part 29 of this.chapter, or of 

any airframe, aircraft engine, prope~ler, appliance, 

component, or part thereof; 

(v) Supervised, in an executive capacity, the 

maintenance, preventive maintenance~ or alteration of 

aircraft certificated under part 25 or part 29 of this 

chapter, or of iillY airframe, aircraft engine, propeller, 

appliance, component, or part thereofr or 

(vi) Been engaged in any combination of 

paragraphs (a) (1) (i) through (a) (1) (v) of this section; and 

(2) Within the preceding 24 months-

(i) Successfully completed an aviation maintenance 

technician (transport) refresher course, inspection 
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authorization refresher course, or course of instruction 

acceptable to the Administrator and appropriate to the 

duties of an aviation maintenance technician (transport). 

(ii) Performed maintenance or preventive maintenance 

for a certificate holder with a maintenance and preventive 

maintenance training program required under§ 121.375, 

§ 127.137, or§ 135.433 of this chapter; 

(iii) Performed maintenance or preventive maintenance 

for a U.S.-certificated repair station that performs work in 

accordance with§ 145.2(a) or conducts a maintenance and 

preventive maintenance training program; or. 

(iv) Provided aviation maintenance instruction or 

served as the direct supervisor of persons providing 

aviation maintenance instruction for an aviation maintenance 

training course or program acceptable to the Administrator, 

in which instruction is provided in the maintenance, 

preventive maintenance, or alteration of aircraft or of any 

airframe, aircraft engine, propeller, appliance, component, 

or part thereof. 

(b) A certificated aviation maintenance technician 

(transport} who has not met the requirements of 

paragraph (a) of this section may exercise the privileges c 

the certificate and rating (including for compensation or 

hire) if, within the preceding-24 months-
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(l) The aviation maintenance technician (transport) 

has successfully completed a requalification course 

acceptable to the Administrator; or 
' (2) The Administrator has found that the aviation 

maintenance technician (transport) is competent to exercise 

the privileges of the certificate. 

(c) A certificated aviation maintenance technician 

(transport) who has met the requirements of paragraph (a) (l) 

of this section but not met the requirements specified in 

paragraphs (a) (2) or (b) of this section may exercise the 

privileges of the certificate and rating (but not for 

compensation or hire). 

{d) The holder of an aviation maintenance technician· 

{transport) certificate with an aircraft rating, who has not 

met the currency requirements of this section but has met 

the currency requirements of§ 66.65 of this part for the 

holder of an aviation maintenance technician certificate 

with an aircraft rating, may exercise the privileges of an 

aviation maintenance technician certificate with an aircraft 

rating until the currency requirements of this section have · 

been met. 

I 66.113 Aviation maintenance i1111tructor rating: Additional. 
e1igibi1ity requirements. 

(a) An applicant for an aviation·maintenance 

technician (transport) certificate with an aviation 

maintenance instructor rating must-
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(1) Hold a current and valid aviation maintenance 

technician (transport) certificate,. with an aircraft rating, 

that has been in effect for a total of at least 3 years; 

(2) Have been actively,~ngaged, for at least the 

2-year period prior "to the date of application, in 

maintaining aircraft in accordance with this chapter; and 

(3) Within 24 months of the date of application, pass 

a knowledge test on the subjects in which instruction is 

required under§ 66.69 of this part or, at the time of 

application-

{i) Hold a current and valid ground instructor or 

flight instructor certificate; or 

(ii) Present an appropriate graduation certificate, a. 

certificate of completion, or other document~ evidence 

acceptable to the Administrator, that demonstrates the award 

of a degree in education, vocational education, technical 

education, or occupational education, from an accredited 

institution; or 

(iii) Hold a current and valid state teaching 

certificate, acceptable to the Administrator, that requires 

the holder to obtain proficiency in the subjects specified 

in§ 66.69 of this part. 

(b) A person who meets the requirements for the 

issuanc·e of an aviation maintenance technician (transport) 

certificate with an aircraft rating and who holds a current 

and valid aviation maintenance technician certificate with 
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aircraft and aviation maintenance instructor ratings need 

not comply with the requirements of paragraph {a) of this 

section and will be issued an aviation maintenance 

technician (transport) certificate with both aircraft and 

aviation maintenance instructor ratings upon application. 

{c) Prior to (12 months after the effective date of 

the rule], an applicant who can present evidence acceptable 

to the Administrator, that he or she has served as an 

aviation maintenance instructor or as the supervisor of 

aviation maintenance instructors at an aviation maintenance 

school certificated under part 147 of this chapter need not 

comply with the requirements of paragraph (a) {3) of 

this section. 

§ 66.115 Aviation maintez:a&Dc• instructor rating: Privilege• 
and 1im:Ltations. 

The holder of an aviation maintenance technician 

(transport) certificate with an aviation maintenance 

instructor rating may not exercise the privileges of that 

rating unless that person holds a current and valid aviation 

maintenance technician (transport) certificate with an 

aircraft rating. 

§ 66.117 Aviation maintenance inatructor rating: eurrency 
requj.rldllellta. 

(a) An aviation maintenance technician (transport) 

with an aviation maintenance instructor rating may not 

exercise the privileges of the aviation maintenance 
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instructor rating unless the individual holds a current and 

valid aviation maintenance.technician (transport) 

certificate with an aircraft ra~ing and within the preceding 

24 months-

(1) Has provided 300 hours of aviation maintenance 

instruction; 

(2) Has, for a period of 300 hours, supervised other 

aviation maintenance instructors; 

( 3) Has successfully co'mpleted an aviation maintenance 

technician (transport) refresher course or other course of 

instruction acceptable to the Administrator and appropriate 

to the duties of an aviation maintenance instructor; or 

(4) The Administrator has determined that the aviation 

maintenance technician (transport) meets the.standards 

prescribed in this part for the issuance of the aviation 

maintenance technician certificate with the aviation 

maintenance instructor rating. 

(b) The holder of an aviation maintenance technician 

(transport) certificate with an aviation maintenance 

instructor rating who has not met the currency requirements 

of this section but has met the currency requirements of 

§ 66.73 of this part for the holder of an aviation 

maintenance technician certificate with an aviation 

maintenance instructor rating, may exercise the privileges 
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of an aviation maintenance technician certificate with the 

aviation maintenance inst;uctor rating until the currency 

requirements of this section have been met. 

§ 66.119 Aviation maintenance techniei&J:1. (transport:.) 
training program. providers. 

(a) Except as specified in paragraph (b) of this 

section. an applicant for approval as a provider of an 

aviation maintenance technician (transport) training program 

specified in§ 66.107(a) of this section must-

(1) Submit a letter to the Administrator requesting 

approval; and 

(2) Comply with the requirements of appendix A of 

this part. 

Cb) An applicant for approval as a provider of an 

aviation maintenance technician (transport) training program 

that is a certificate holder under parts 121, 127, 135, 

or 147 of this chapter, or who performs maintenance, 

preventive maintenance, or alterations under§ 145.2(a), 

must comply with paragraph (a) (1) of this section and submit 

evidence acceptable to the Administrator, that shows that 

the training program meets the requirements of paragraph (d) 

of appendix A to this part. 
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SUhpart D-Znspection Authorizations 

§ 66.151 Bligihility Requirements: General.. 

(a) To be eligible for an inspection authorization, an 

applicant must-

(1) Hold a current and valid aviation maintenance 

technician certificate or aviation maintenance technician 

(transport) certificate; 

(2) Have held an aviation maintenance technician. 

certificate or aviation maintenance technician (transport) 

certificate for a total of at least 3 years; 

(3) Have been actively engaged, for at least the 

2-year period before the date of application, in the 

maintenance of aircraft certificated and maintained in 

accordance with this chapter; 

(4) Have a fixed base of operations at which the 

applicant may be located in person or by telephone during a 

normal working week but which need not be the place where 

the applicant will exercise inspection authority; 

(5) Have available the equipment, facilities, and 

inspection data necessary to properly inspect airframes, 

aircraft engines, propellers, or any related component, 

part, or appliance; 

(6) Pass a knowledge test that demonstrates the 

certificate holder's ability to inspect according to safety 

standards for approving aircraft for return to service after 
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major and minor repairs, major and minor alterations, annual 

inspections, and progressive insp~ctions. which are 

performed under part 43 of this chapter; and 

(7) Successfully complete an inspection authorization 

refresher course acceptable to the Administrator, of not 

less than 8 hours of instruction during the 12-month period 

preceding the application. 

(b} An applicant intending to exercise the privileges 

specified in§ 66.157(p) of this part must-

(1) Hold a current and valid aviation maintenance 

technician (transport) certificate;_ and 

(2) Have been actively engaged, for at least the 

2-year period before the date of application, in the 

maintenance, preventive maintenance, or alteration of 

aircraft certificated under part 25 or part 29 of this 

chapter, or of any airframe, aircraft engine, propeller, 

appliance, component, or part thereof. 

{c) An applicant who fails the knowledge test 

prescribed in subparagraph (a) (6) of this section may not 

apply for retesting until at least 90 days after the date of 

the test. 

I 66.153 Duration of authorization. 

(a) Each inspection authorization expires on the last 

day of the 24th month after the date of issuance. 

(b} An inspection authorization ceases to be effective 

whenever any of the following occurs: 
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(1) The authorization is surrendered, suspended, 

or revoked. 

(2) The holder no longer has a fixed base 

of operation. 

(3) The holder no longer has the equipment, 

facilities, or inspection data required by§ 66.lSl(a) (4) 

or (a) (5) of this section for issuance of the authorization. 

(4) The holder no longer .holds a current and valid 

aviation maintenance technician certificate or aviation 

maintenance technician (transport) certificate, as 

appropriate. 

(c) The holder of an inspection authorization that is 

suspended or revoked shall, ·upon the Administrator's 

request, return it to the Administrator. 

§ 66.155 Renewa1 of authorization. 

(a) To be eligible for renewal of an inspection 

a~thorization for a 2-year period, an applicant must, within 

90 days prior to the expiration of the inspection 

authorization, present evidence at an FAA Flight Standards 

District Office or an International Field Office that the 

applicant still meets the requirements of§ 66.lSl(a) (1) 

through (a) (5) of this part and show that, during the 

current period t~at the applicant held the inspection 

authorization, the applicant has-

(1) Performed at least one annual inspection for each 

3 months that ·the applicant held the current authority; 
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(2) Performed inspections of at least two major 

repairs or major alterations for each 3 -months that the 

applicant held the current autho~ity; 

(3) Performed or supervised and approved at least one 

progressive inspect~on in.accordance with standards 

prescribed by the Administrator for each 12 months that the 

applicant held the current authority; 

(4) Performed any combination of paragraphs (a) (1) 

through (a) (3); 

(5) Successfully completed an inspection authorization 

refresher course or series of courses acceptable to ~he 

Administrator, of not less than 16 hours of instruction 

during the 24-month period preceding the application for 

renewal; or 

(6) Passed an oral test administered by an FAA 

inspector to determine that the applicant's knowledge of 

applicable regulations and standards is current. 

(b) An applicant intending to exercise the privileges 

specified in§ 66.157(b) of this part must present evidence 

that he or she still meets the requirements of§ 66.lSl(a) 

and (b) of this part~ that the inspections or maintenance 

required. to be performed or supervised and approved wider 

paragraph (a} of this section involved aircraft certificated 

under part 25 or part 29 of this chapte~, or any airframe, 

aircraft engine, propeller, appliance, component, or 

part thereof. 
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§ 66.157 Privilege• and limitations. 

(a) Except as specified in paragraphs (b) and (c), the 

holder of an inspection authorization with either a current 

and valid aviation maintenance teclmician certificate or a 

current and valid aviation maintenance technician 

(transport) certificate may: 

(1) Inspect and approve for return to service any 

aircraft and any airframe, aircraft engine, propeller 

appliance, component, or part thereof after completion of a 

major repair or major alteration performed in accordance 

with part 43 of this chapter and done in accordance with 

teclmical data approved by the Administrator. 

(2) Perform an annual inspection, or perform or 

supervise a progressive inspection, according to§§ 43.13 

and 43.15 of this chapter, on any aircraft and approve the 

aircraft for return to service. 

(b) The holder of an inspection authorization with a 

current and valid aviation maintenance technician 

certificate may not inspect and approve for return to 

service any aircraft certificated under part 25 or part 29 

of this chapter and any airframe, aircraft engine, propeller 

appliance, component, or part thereof. 

(c) The holder of an inspection authorization with 

either a current and valid aviation maintenance technician 

certificate or a current and valid aviation maintenance 

technician (transport) certificate may not· inspect and 
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approve for return to service any aircraft maintained in 

accordance with a continuous airworthiness maintenance 

program approved under part 121 or part 127 of this chapter. 
'· 

(d) When exercising the'·privileges of an inspection 

authorization, the holder shall keep it available for 

inspection by the aircraft owner and the aviation 

maintenance technician or aviation maintenance technician 

(transport) who submit the aircraft, repair, or alteration 

for approval (if any), and shall present it upon the request 

of the Administrator or an authorized representative of the 

National Transportation Safety Board, or upon the request of 

any Federal, State, or local law enforcement officer. 

(e) If the holder of an inspection authorization 

changes his or her fixed base of operation, the holder may 

not exercise the privileges of the authorization until he or 

she has notified the FAA Flight Standards District Office, 

or International Field Office, for the area in which the new 

base is located, of the change, in writing. 

Subpart E-Aviation Repair Speeia1ist• 

§ 66.20~ Aviation repair specia1ist certificates issued on 
the ba•is.of proficiency in a designated specialty area 
(ARS-r): Bligibi1ity. 

An applicant for an aviation repair .specialist 

certificate and rating issued on the basis of proficiency in 

a designated specialty area CARS-I) must­

(a) Be at least 18 years of age; 
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(b) Demonstrate the ability to read, write, speak, and 

understand the English language by reading and explaining 

appropriate maintenance publications and by writing defect 

and repair statements; and '· 

(c) Present either-

(1) An appropriate graduation certificate, a 

certificate of completion, or other documentary evidence 

acceptable to the Administrator, that demonstrates 

satisfactory completion of an aviation repair specialist 

training course or program for a rating in a specialty area 

designated by the Administrator; or 

(2) Prior to [12 m'onths after the effective date of 

the rule], evidence acceptable to the Administrator, of ths 

ability to perform those tasks appropriate to the 

certificate and rating in the designated specialty 

area sought. 

§ 66.203 Aviation repair specialist certificate• iaaued on 
the basis of employment (AllS-ZZ): Eligibility. 

An applicant for an employment-based aviation repair 

specialist certificate (ARS-II) must-

(a) Be at least 18 years of age; 

(b) Demonstrate the ability to read, write, speak, and 

understand the English language by reading and explaining 

appropriate maintenance publications and by writing defect 

and repair statements; 
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(c} Be specially qualified to perform maintenance on 

aircraftr airframes, aircraft engines, propellers, 

appliances, components, or parts thereof, that is 

appropriate to the job in which that person is employed; 

(d) Be employea in a specific job that requires those 

special qualifications, by a certificated repair station or 

by a certificated commercial operator or certificated air 

carrier, that is required by its operating certificate or 

approved operations specifications to provide a continuous 

airworthiness maintenance program according to its 

certificate holder's manual; 

{e) Be recommended for certification, by his or her 

employer and to the satisfaction of the Administrator, as 

able to satisfactorily maintain aircraft or appliances, 

components, or parts, appropriate to the job for which the 

person is employed; and 

(f) Have either-

(1) At least 3,000 hours of practical experience in 

the procedures, practices, inspection methods, materials, 

tools, machine tools, and equipment generally used in the 

maintenance duties of the specific job for which the person 

is to be-employed and certificated; or 

(2) Completed formal training that is acceptable to 

the Administrator and specifically designed to qualify the 

applicant for the job in which the ~pplicant is to 

be employed. 
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§ 66.205 Aviation repair specialist certificat•s issued to 
exp.rimantal aircraft builders (ARS-III)1 Eligibility. 

An applicant for an aviation repair specialist 

certificate issued to an experimental aircraft builder 

(ARS-III), must-

(a) Be at least 18 years of age; 

(b) Be the primary builder of the aircraft to which 

the privileges of the certificate are applicable; 

(c) Show, to the satisf~ction of the Administrator, 

that the individual has the requisite skill to determine 

whether the aircraft is in a condition for safe operation; 

and 

(d) Be a citizen of the United States or an individuai 
. 

citizen of a foreign country who has been lawfully admitted 

for permanent residence in the United· States. 

§ 66.207 Transition to new certificate•. 

(a) A valid repairman certificate (other than a 

repairman certificate issued to an experimental aircraft 

builder) is equal to an employment-based aviation repair 

specialist certificate (ARS-II). 
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(b} A valid repairman certificate (experimental 

aircraft builder) is equal to an aviation repair specialist 

certificate issued to an experimental aircraft builder 

(ARS-III) . 

§ 66.209 Aviation repair apeeialist certificate• issued on 
the ba•i• of profieienc:y in a designated apeeia.lty area 
(ARS-Z): Privilege• a.ad ii.mitatiOllil. 

(a) An aviation repair specialist issued a certificate 

based on proficiency in a designated specialty area (ARS-I) 

may perform or supervise the maintenance, preventive 

maintenance, or alteration of aircraft, airframes, aircraft 

engines, propellers, appliances, components, and parts 

appropriate to the des~gnated specialty area for which the 

aviation repair specialist is certificated, but only in 

connection with employment by a certificate holder under 

parts 121, 127, 135, or 145 of this chapter. 

(b) An aviation repair specialist issued a certificate 

based on proficiency in a designated specialty area (ARS-I) 

may not perform or supervise duties under the aviation 

repair specialist certificate unless the individual 

understands the current instructions of the certificate 

hol~er..by whom the aviation repair specialist is employed 

and the instructions for continued airworthiness, which 

relate to the specific operations concerned. 
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§ 66.211 Aviation.repair specialist certificates issued on 
the ba•i• of employment (ARS-.I.I)": Privileges and 
limitatioD..8. 

(a) A aviation repair specialist issued a certificate 
'· 

on the basis of employment (ARS-II) may perform or supervise 

the maintenance, preventive maintenance, or alteration of 

aircraft or of airframes, aircraft engines, propellers, 

appliances, components, and parts appropriate to the job in 

which the aviation repair specialist is employed and 

certificated, but only in connection with duties for the 

certificate holder by whom the aviation repair specialist 

was employed and recommended. 

(b) A certificated aviation repair specialist issued a 

certificate on the basis of employment may not perform or 

supervise duties under the aviation repair specialist 

certificate unless the person understands the current 

instructions of the certificate holder by whom the aviation 

repair specialist is employed and the instructions for 

continued airworthiness, which relate to the specific 

operations concerned. 

§ 66.213 Aviation repair specialist certificates issued to 
experimanta1 aircraft builder• (ARS-XXX): Privilege• and 
limitationa. 

The holder of an aviation repair specialist certificate 
. . 

issued to an experimental aircraft builder (ARS-III) may 

perform condition inspections on the aircraft constructed by 

the holder, in accordance witb the operating limitations of 

that aircraft. 
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§ 66.215 Aviation repair specialist certificate• issued on 
th9 ba•i• of proficiency in a deaignated specialty area 
(ARS-Z) ,_ CUrrency requir.-.nta. · 

A person possessing an aviation repair specialist 

certificate issued on the basis of proficiency in a 

designated specialty' area (ARS-I) may not exercise the 

privileges of the certificate unless the holder meets the 

current qualification and proficiency requirements for the 

issuance of the certificate and rating in the designated 

specialty area. 

AppeDdix A-Aviation Maintenance Teclmician (Transport) 
Traim.ng Program. CUrricu.lum Requirmaent• 

(a) Form of training program outline. An applicant 

for approval as a training provider must submit a training 

program outline to the Administrator. The training program 

outline may be submitted in paper, electronic, or any other 

form that is acceptable to the Administrator; however, it 

shall include a table of contents. The table of contents 

must specify those subject areas taught in the program and 

the nwnber of curriculum hours allotted to each 

subject area. 

(b)~ Content of training program outline. The training 

program.outline must contain all of subject area headings 

specified in this appendix; however, the headings are not 

required to be arranged in the outline exactly as listed in 

this appendix. Any arrangement of headings and subheadings 
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will be satisfactory provided that the outline indicates 

that instruction will be provided in each subject area for 

at least the minimum nwnber of hours specified in this 

appendix. Each general subject area of the outline shall be 

subdivided in detail, showing the items to be covered. 

(c) Additional subject areas. Any training provider 

may include additional subjects, which are not specified in 

this appendix, in the training program outline; however, the 

number of hours allott~d to training in each subject area 

must be specified. Hourly requirements devoted to 

additional subject areas not specified in this appendix, are 

not included in the determination · of a program's compliance 

with the minimum training requirements specified in 

this appendix. 

(d) Minimum training program requirements. The 

following subject areas and classroom hours for each subject 

area are considered the minimum training requirements for an 

aviation maintenance technician (transport) training 

program. 

192 



• "\ 

... 

SUbject Area Claaaroom. 
- hour a . 

Mn.Deed Blectronica 229 

compoaitea 62 

Structural Repair 86 

Powerpla.nta and Syatmu 58 

Safety and ED.vironm.ant 69 

Puhlicatio:n.8 69 

Tota1 Bour• 573 

(e) Facilities, equipment, and material. An applic~t 

for authority to conduct a training program leading to the 

issuance of the aviation maintenance technician (transport) 

certificate must have the following facilities, equipment, 

and materials: 

(1} Facilities--Suitable classrooms, laboratories. and 

shop facilities, adequate to accommodate the largest number 

of students scheduled for attendance at any one time, must 

be provided. Such classrooms, laboratories, and shop 

facilities shall be properly heated, lighted, and 

ventilated. 

(2) Equipment and materials--Suitable devices for the 

instruction of each student in the theoretical and practical 

aspects of the subjects contained in the training program 
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shall be provided . . This material may include, but shall not 

be limited to, acceptable textbooks, op~rations manuals, 

chalkboards, calculators, computers, and visual aids. 

{f) Instructors. The number of instructors available 

for conducting the program of instruction shall be 

determined according to 'the needs and facilities of the 

applicant. However, the ratio of students per instructor in 

each shop class may not exceed 25 students per 1 instructor. 

(g) Credit for previous training. A training provider 

may evaluate an entrant's previous training and, where the 

training is verifiable and comparable to portiqns of the 

training program, the training provider.may, as each 

individual case warrants, allow credit for such training, 

commensurate with accepted training practices .. . Before 

credit is allowed, the individual requesting credit must 

pass an examination given by the training provider, which is 

equivalent to those examinations given by the training 

provider for .the same subject in the training program. 

Where credit is allowed, the basis for the allowance, the 

results of any tests used to establish the credit, and the 

totai hours credited must be incorporate~ as a part of the 

student's records, as specified in paragraph (i) of 

this appendix. 

(h) Revision of training program. 

(1) After initial approval of a training provider, the 

training provider may apply to the Administrator for a 
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revision to the training program. Requests 'for the revision 

of a training program, which include modifications to the 

facilities, equipment, and material used, or a reduction in 
~. 

the number of hours of instruction provided to fewer than 

the specified minimum requirements, shall be accomplished in 

the same manner established for securing original approval 

of the training provider. Revisions must be submitted in 

such form that the revision can be readily included in .the 

training program outline so that obsolete portions of the 

outline can be readily superseded by the revision. 

(2) A modification of the training program, or a 

reduction in the number .of hours of training provided to 

fewer than the specified minimum requirements, is based on 

improved training effectiveness due to the use of improved 

training methods and training aids, an increase in the 

quality of instruction, the use of special student entry 

requirements, the granting of credit for previous experience 

or training, or any combination thereof. 

(3) The list of instructors may be revised at any ti.me 

without request for approval, provided the minimum 

requirements are maintained and the local FAA principal 

maintenance. inspector is notified of the revision. 

(4) Whenever the Administrator finds that revisions 

are nece'ssary for the continued adequacy of the training 

program, the training provider shall, after notification by . 
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the Administrator, make any changes in the training program, 

that the Administrator deems are necessary. 

(i) Student records and reports. Approval of a 

training provider may not be ~ontinued unless the training 

provider keeps an accurate record of each student, including 

a chronological log of all instruction, subjects covered, 

examinations, grades, and attendance records· (including a 

record of the manner in which missed material was covered). 

To retain approval, a training provider must also prepare 

and transmit to the Federal Aviation Administration, not 

later than January 31 of each year, a report containing the 

following information-

(1) The names of all students graduated, student 

attendance records, and student grades for the program. 

(2) The names of all students failed or dropped, 

together with school grades and reasons for dropping. 

(3) Upon request, the Administrator may waive the 

reporting requirements specified in paragraphs (1) and (2) 

of this section, for a training program that is. part of an 

approved training course conducted under the following parts 

or subparts: part 121, subpart L; part 127 subpart I; 

part. 135; subpart J; or part 147 of this chapter. 

(j) Statement of graduation and records of training 

completio'n. Each student who successfully completes a 

training program shall be given a statement of graduation. 
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Each student who completes a portion of a training program 

shall .... upon. JC"equest, be given a record of the training 

completed.· 

{k) Contracts or agreements. 

(1) An approved training provider may contract with 

other persons to obtain suitable course work, curriculum, 

programs, instruction, aircraft; simulators, or other 

training devices or equipment. 

(2) An approved training provider may contract with 

another person to conduct any portion or all of a training 

program. The approved training provider may not authorize 

that person to contract for the conduct of the program by a: 
third party. 

(3) In all cases, the. approved training·provider is 

responsible for the content and quality of the 

instruction provided. 

(4) A copy of each contract authorized under this 

paragraph shall be retainea ;by the approved training 

provider and is subject to review by the Administrator 

during the period of the contract and within 2 years after 

the termination -of its provisions. 
~ ""1-=-. 

~, .. :.tW· Change of ownership, name, or location. 
" -,~-

(X}." Change of ownershi~Approval of a training 

provider may not be continued after the ownership of the 
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training program has changed. The new owner must obtain a 

new approval by following the procedures prescribed for 

original..approval. 

(2) Change in name--An approved training provider or 

program, changed in name .but not changed in ownership, 

remains valid if the change is reported within 30 days by 

the training provider to the local Flight Standards District 

Office {FSDO). 

(3) Change in location~·Approval for a training 

provider remains in effect even though the approved training 

provider changes location if the change is reported by the 

training provider to the local FSDO within 30 days. 

Approval may, however, be withdrawn if, after inspection, 

the facilities, equipment, and material at the new location 

do not meet the requirements of paragraph (e) of this 

appendix~ 

(m) Cancellation of approval. 

(1) Failure to meet or maintain any of the standards 

set forth in this appendix for the approval of a training 

provider shall be considered a sufficient reason for 

discontinuing approva~ of the training provider. 

(a~;· If a training provider decides to cancel its 

approVl!tl-voluntarily, the training provider shall send a 

letter requesting cancellation to the Administrator through 

the local FSDO. The request shall contain the current 

letter of approval for the training provider. 
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(n) Duration. Unless an approved training provider is 

a certificate holder under parts 121, 127, 135, or 145 of 

this. .. chapter, the authority to operate a training program. 

shal1 expire 24 months after the last day of the month in 

which the approval was issued. If the approved training 

provider is a certificate holder under part 121 of this 

chapter, the authority to operate a training program will 

remain effective for the duration of the operator's 

part 121 certificate. 

(o) Renewal. Application for renewal of authority to 

conduct a training program shall be made by letter addressed 

to the Administrator through the local FSDO at any time 

within 60 days prior to the expiration date of the current. 

approval. Renewal of a training provider's approval will 

depend on the training program's meeting established 

standards and the record of the training provider. 

10. The authority citation for part 147 is amended to 

read as follows: 

.&D.t!loz:ityi 49 u.s.c. 40113, 44701, 44702, 44707, 44712, 
~ 4~·~c.~ . 

4471~~~716, 44717, 44722, and 45303 (revised 

Pub. I.·~ 103-272, July 5, 1993). 
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11. Section i47.23 is amended to read as follows: 

I 147..23-. Xns.tructor requirmnents. 

An.applicant for an aviation maintenance technician 
'· 

school certificate and rating, or for an additional rating, 

must provide the number of instructors, determined by the 

Administrator to be sufficient to provide adequate 

supervision of the students, who hold appropriate aviation 

maintenance technician or aviation maintenance technician 

(transport} certificates with aviation maintenance 

instructor ratings; the instructors shali be provided after 

[12 months after the effect~ve date of the rule], and shall 

include at least 1 aviation maintenance technician with an-. 

aviation maintenance instructor rating or 1 aviation 

maintenance technician (transport) with an aviation 

maintenance instructor rating, for each 25 students in each 

shop class. However, the applicant may provide specialized 

instructors who are not certificated aviation maintenance 

technicians or aviation maintenance technicians (transport) 

to teach mathematics, physics, basic electricity, basic 

hydraulics, drawing, or similar subjects. The applicant is 

required.to maintain a list of the names and qualifications 

of specialized instructors and, upon request, provide a copy 

of the list to the FAA. 
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12. Section 147.36 is amended to read as follows: 

§ 1~7~3& Maintenance inJltructor requirement•. 

Each.certificated aviation maintenance technician 

school shall, after certifica~ion or addition of a rating, 

continue to provide the number of instructors that the 

Administrator deems as sufficient to provide adequate 

instruction to the students and who hold appropriate 

aviation maintenance technician or aviation maintenance 

technician (transport) certificates with aviation 

maintenance instructor ratings, including after [12 months 

after the effective date of the rule], at least· 

l certificated aviation maintenance instructor for each 

25 students in each shop class. The school may continue to 

provide specialized instructors who are not certificated 

aviation maintenance technicians or aviation maintenance 

technicians (transport) to teach mathematics, physics, basic 

electricity, basic hydraulics, drawing, or similar subjects. 

Issued in Washington, o.c., on • 

-. :.i. . -~~- •.. 
~~:!~Y;!:~~ ~.~_ ~ 
""""""' ~~ \ & ..... 
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

Federal Aviation Administration 

14 CFR Parts 85,.N, and 147 

[Docket No. 27813; NotlCe No.18-1) 

RIM 2120-AF22 

Revt1lon of Certlflca1lon 
Aequl,.,,..,.: MechanlC8 and 
RepalnMn 

AGENCY: Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA), DOT. 
ACTION: Notice of proposed rulemaking 
(NPRM). 

SUMMARY: This document proposes to 
amend the Federal A vi@-tion Re&u!ations 
(FAR) that prescribe the certification . 
and training requirements for mechanics 
and repairmen. Current regulations · 
prescribing these requirements do not 
reflect the extensive differences in the 
maintenance. skills required of currently 
certificated. penonnel, the significant 
technological advances that have 
occurred in the aviation industry, and 
the enhancements in trainin9 and 
instructional methods that have affected 
all aviation maintenance personnel The 
proposed rule would consolidate and 
clarify all certification, trainins, and 
experience requirements for aviation 
maintenance personnel in a newly 
established part of the Code of Fedenl 
Regulations. The propoaed rule woulcl 
create additional certificates and ratings, 
and would modify the privilep11 and 
limitations of current certificates to 
respond more closely to the . 
responsibilities of aviation ID&llltenmc» 
personnel. In addition, the proposal 
would establish new training 
requirements that would enbeoCli tha 
technical capabilities of, and increue 
the level of professionalism among. 
aviation mainteoaoce personnel.. 
Further, as current rules do not provide . 
the FAA with an accurate a•essment of 
active aviation maintenu.c:e penonnej. 
the proposal also would provide the 
FAA with essential demopapbic 
information tha, could be Ul8d to 
disseminate vital avia• sar.ty an.ct-. 
training information. thueby 9Db•odn1 
aviation safety. All of the propaals ia 
this document have beml extmsively 
researched for the FAA by the Aviation 
Rulemaking Advisory Committee 
(ARAC) Part 65 Working Group, and all 
proposals made in this aocument are 
based on the ARAC's recommendations. 
DATES: Comments must be received on 
or before November 6, 1998. 
ADDAESIU: Comments on this proposed 
rule should be delivered or mailed, in · 
triplicate, to: Federal Aviation 

Administration. Office of the Chief 
Counsel, Attn: Rules Docket (AGC-200), 
Docket No. 27863, Room 915G, 800 
Independence Avenue SW., 
Washington, DC 20591. Comments 
submitted must be marked: "Docket No. 
27863." Comments also may be 
submitted electronically to the­
followin1 Internet addreu: 9-NPRM­
CMTSOfaa.dot.sov. Comments may be 
examined in Room 915G on weekdays. 
except Federal holidays, between 8:30 
a.m. and 5:00 p.m. 
FOR FUATHIR INFORMATION CCNTACr. 
Leslie K. Vipond, AF~350, Continuous­
Airworthinesa Maintenence Division, 
Flight Standards Service. Federal 
Aviation Administration. 800-
Independence Avenue SW •• 
Washington, DC 205&1, telephone (202) 
267-3269. 
SUPPUMl!NTARY INPONIAT10M 

Comments lDTitN . 
Interested persons are invited to 

participate in the making of the 
proposed rule by submitting sucb. 
written data, views, or ugunuiillb ..­
they may desire. Comments relating to 
the environmental, energy, federalis111. 
or economic impact that miabl ftllUi 
from adopting the proposals In tbis 
notice also are invited. Substantiw 
comments should be accompanied by 
cost estimates. Comments should 
ldaD.lify the resulatory docbt or notice 
·number and should be submitted in 
triplicate to the Rules Docket addnla 
specified above. ·· 

All comments received, as well u a 
report summarizing each substantive 
public contact with FAA personnel on. 
this rwemaking. will be filed in the 
docket. The docket is available for 
public inspection before and aftar tmt 
commcmt closing date. · · · 

All cornrnents received on or before.­
the closing date will be considered by 
the Administrator before taking action 
on this proposed rulemaking. Late-filed · 
comments will be considered to the. 
extent practicable. The propcasals . 
contained in this notice may be cbenpcl 
in light of the comments receivecL-

Commenters wishing the FAA to 
acknowledge receipt of their comments 
submitted in response to this notlce­
must include a pre-addressed. stamped 
postcard with those comments on which. 
the following statement is made: 
"Comments to Docket No. 27883." The 
postcard will be date stamp~_and. -
mailed to the commenter. 
Availability of NPRM8-

Using a modem and suitable 
communications software. an electronic 
copy of this document may be 

downloaded from the FAA regulations 
section of the FedWorld electronic 
bulletin board service (telephone: (703) 
321-3339), the Government Printing 
Office's electronic bulletin board service 
(telephone: (202) 512-1661), or the 
FAA's Aviation Rulemaking Advisory 
Committee bulletin board service 
(telephone: (800) 322-2722). 

Intemet users may reach the FAA's 
webpap at http://www.faa.gov/avr/ 
nprm/nprm.htm or the Government 
Printing Office's webpap at http:// 
www.access.gpo.gov/nara for access to 
recently publiJhed rulemaking 
documents. 

Any person may obtain a copy of this 
NPRM by submitting a request to the 
Federal Aviation Administration, Office 
ofRulemaking, ARM-1, 800 
Independence Avenue SW., 
Washington. DC 20591, or by callins 
(202) 287-9880. Communications must 
identify the notice number of this 
NPRM. -

P-enons interested in being placed OD 
the mailins list for futme NPRMa · 
should request from the above offlm • 
copy of Advisory Circum (AC) Na,. 11-
2A Notice of Propowl Rulem•kfns 
Distribution Sy~. which describes 
the application procedure. 

Becqromul 

Statement of the Problfllll 

In keeping with the F AA's policy of 
reviewing and upgrading regulations to 
ensure that they are consistent with 
changes in the aviation environment, 
the FAA bu conducted a multiphase 
regulatory review to amend subparts D 
and E of 14 CFR part 65,. which pertain 
to mechanics and repairmen. Since the 
recodification of the Civil Air 
Regulations into the FAR on August 10, 
1982, a complete regulatory reviltw of 
the certification requirements for these · 
airmen has not been accomplished, and 
few significant revisions to these 
subparts have been made. However, 
numerous technological advances in the 
aviation industry, recent FAA and 
international.regulatory activities, 
concerns ovlr aging ain:raft, and 
enhancements in training methods have 
significantly affected all aspects of 
aviation mainteoaoce operations. 
Additionally, vulous and often 
conflictin9 interpretations of the 
exisfina resulations have resulted in 
conftision among the airmen for whom 
this part was intended. Based on these 
factors, the FAA has instituted this 
complete regulatory review of part 65, 
subparts O and E. 



federal Registeri\:oi. 63. \;o. lJt1Thursday. Ju,y '3. 1998/Proposed Rules JiliJ 

History 

In November 1989. a joint industry/ 
FAA part 65 review group was formed 
to evaluate and review certification 
requirements for mechanics and 
repairmen. The review group's objective 
was to develop and present a unified 
position on recommended changes to 
part 65. The group wu composed of 
representatives f;rom several aviation 
associations and was coordinated by the 
Professional Aviation Maintenance 
Association (PAMA). FAA interests 
were represented by the Aircraft 
Maintenance Division (AFS-300) of the 
FAA. 

The review group conducted a series 
of panel discussions throughout the 
United States and.is a result, drafted 
the "Industry/FAA Part 65 Review 
Group Working Paper;· which was 
completed on January 31, 1991. This 
paper presented the issues of general 
agreement within.the review group and 
issues that the group believed would 
require further discussion. 

In support of this regulatory review, 
the FAA also completed a historical 
review ol part 65~ subparts O and E, on 
October 22; 1991. Thia review 19v.eaJ.ed. 
that. aa of October 1991, th81'8 bad been 
17 amendments (1 of which wu 
rescinded). 3 petitions for ntlemakins. 
and 100 exemption actions to these 
subparts since recodification in 1962. In 
addition, one accident. the Aloha. 
Airlines Boeing 737 structural failW!8 on 
April 28, 1988, generated National 
Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) · 
recommendationa related to amending 
these subparts. 

The three petitions for rulema.kins 
addressed issues associated with­
establlshing certific;ates and ratinp fm 
avionics and instrument technicians. 
recertifying mechanics, and allowfns 
applicants for mechanic certificates who 
have not graduated from an aviation 
maintenance technician school 
approved under 14 CFR part 147 to tab 
the oral and practical tests for a . . 
certificate or rating before completing 
the required written tests. 

The majority of the requests for 
exemption, FAA policy letfen. and legal 
interpretations regarding mechanics 
pertained to issues affecting inspection 
authorization renewal or to general 
eligibility and experience requirements. 
The majority of requests for similar 
actions concerning repairmen involved 

·issues pertaining to certificate pri"\dlegea 
and limitations. 

During 1991, the FAA conducted a 
survey of FAA regional offices on the 
certification of mechanics, holders of 
inspection authorizations. and 

repairmen. A copy of this survey has 
been placed in Docket No. 27863. 

The survey questions were derived 
from issues that were raised during FAA 
participation in listening sessions with 
aviation industry associations and the 
International Civil Aviation 
Organization (ICAO) Aircraft. 
Maintenance Engineer- Licensing Panel 
and from issues identified in legal 
interpretations. petitions for exemption. 
petitions for rulemaking, and 
enforcement actions. 

Results of this survey showed clear 
support for. (1) replacing the term 
"medianic" with "aviation maintenance 
technician"; (2) developing 9111Ystem for 
granting additional privileges and 
limitations for mechanics; (3) 
encouraging additional FAA 
participation with ICAO and other 
aviation authorities to standardize 
training and certification of 
maintenance personnel; (4) using 
aviation maintenance instructor 
experience to satisfy reamt experience 
requirements; (5) clarifying S 85. 75{b). . 
regarding written teat requirementa: (8) 
adding the term "facsimile" to S 85.18; 
and (7t developing a separate certificate 
or rating for balloon rep,tlirmen. The 
majority of the respondentl supported... 
changes in the Engllsh-languaae 
requirements for mechanics and 
repairmen, the continued acceptance of 
military aircraft.maintenance experience 
as the basis for airframe and powarplant 
mechanic certification, and changes in 
the units of time (from months ta hours) 
used in current S 65.77 to measure 
experience requirements for mechanics. 

Further impetus for the part 85 review: 
came with the establishment of the 
ARAC. The ARAC cliarter becam• 
effective on February 5", 1991. (58 FR 
2190, January 22, 1991}. It was most 
recently renewed on February 5, 1997 
(FAA Order-1110.119C, Aviation 
Rulemaking Advisory Committee; 
March 3, 1997). The ARAC was 
established to uaist the PAA in the 
rulema.king process by- providing input 
from outside the Federal Government on 
major regulatory issues affecting 
aviation safety. The A.RAC includes 
representatives of air carriers, -
manufacturers. general aviation, labor 
groups. colleges. universities. 
associations, airline passenger groups. 
and the general public. The A.RA.Cs 
formation has given the FAA additional. 
opportunities to solicit information 
directly from significantly affectecl 
parties, who-meet and ncbanse ideas 
about proposed ntles and existing rul88" 
that should be revised or eliminated. 
The FAA has received significant 
assistance from the ARAC in this review 

and in the formulation of the proposals 
in this NPRM. 

At its first meeting on air carrier/ 
general aviation maintenance issues on 
May 24, 1991 (56 FR 20492, May 3, 
1991 }, the ARAC established the Part 65 
Working Group. The ARAC tasked this 
Working Group ta conduct a review of 
the certification requirements for 
mechanics, mechanics holding 
inspection authorizations, and. 
repairmen. At that time, these 
requirements were in part 65, subparts 
O and E. Because the scope of the 
Working Group's task wu extensive, the 
group divided its review of the 
certification requirements for aviation 
maintenance personnel into two phases. 

Once the first phase of this review 
was complete, the ARAC analyzed the 
efforts of the Working Croup and made 
a series of recommendations to the FAA, 
which resulted in the F AA's issuance of 
Notice No. 94-2.7 on August 17, 1994 
(59 FR 42430}. That NPRM proposed: (1) 
Establiahlng a separate part 66 tor 
aviatiOD maintenance personnel; (2} 
removing gender-speciffc terms from th• 
original regulation: (3} clvmging the 
term"mechanic" to,"aviatiOD · 
mamtrm technicim'': (4J cbanging 
the term ''repairmu" to "aviation repair 
specialist": (5) establiabing the 
equivalency of the aviation maintenance 
technician certificate and the aviation 
ntpair specialist certificate with current 
mechanic and repairman certificates; (61 
allowing. facsimiles to be used in the 
procesa-of replacing lost or destroyed. 
aviation maintenance technician and 
aviation repair specialist certificates; (1)­
requirin9 applicants to demonstrate 
English-language proficiency by reading 
and explaining appropriate maintenance 
publications and by writing defect and -
repeirstatements; (&).discontinuing the 
certification of aviation maintenance 
personnel who are employed outside 
the United States and who are not 
proficient in the English language; (9} 
requirin8 all aviation maintenance 
teclmician applicants to pass.a written 
test that would examine their · 
knowledge of all applicable 
maintenance regulations: (10) clarifyins 
the requirement that each applicant for 
an aviatien maintenance technician 
certificale pass all written tests before 
applying for oral and practical tests; (11) 
recognizing. computer-based testing 
methods; (12) specifying_all experience 
requirements m boun instead. of months . 
for initial certification: (13) establishing 
a basic competency requirement for· 
aviation maintenance technicians: ( 14"} 
allowing aviation maintenance 
technicians ta use equipment·specific 
training u an- additional means to 
qualify for the exercise of certificate 
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pri vi leg es: ( 15) permitting aviation 
maintenance instructors to use 
instructional time to satisfy currency 
requirements; (16) establishing training 
requirements for aviation maintenance 
technicians who desire to use their 
certificates for compensation or hire: 
( 17) extending the duration of an 
inspection authorization from 1 to 2 
years; and (18) expanding the renewal 
options available to the holder of an 
inspection authorization. 

After further work by the Part 65 
Working Group and the rapid . 
completion of the second phase of the 
Working Group's review of the 
certification requirements for mechanics 
and repairmen, the ARAC 
recommended that the+' AA consolidate 
the proposals made in Notice 94-27 
with those proposals made by the ARAC 
at the completion of the second phase 
of the regulatory review. This decision 
was based on the ARAC's evaluation 
that the propoeals made in the second 
phase of the Part 65 Working Group's 
review of the certification requirements 
for aviation maintenance personnel 
would cause significant changes to the 
format and content of propoeed part 68, 
as set forth in Notice No. 94-27, which 
proposed the changes recommended by 
the ARAC and the FAA after the 
completion of the first phase of the · 
review. As a result of the aeation of 
new subparts in proposed part 68 for the 
aviation maintenance technician 
(transport) (AMT(T)) certificate and the 
inspection authorization, the addition of 
a separate rating for aviation 
maintenance instructors, and the 
creation of an additional aviation repair 
specialist certificate, the ARAC 
determined that the general organization 
of part 66, as previously proposed. 
would be greatly altered. 

The FAA, in an effort to avoid 
confusion in the implementation of the: · 
final rule, agreed with the ARA.Cs 
recommendation and determined that 
the changes proposed in the earlier 
NPRM and the additional cbenp1 
proposed as a result of 
recommendations made at the 
completion of the second phaN of the· 
regulatory review should 6e reamdled 
and consolidated into a single NPRM 
containing both sets of proposals. 
Therefore, the FAA is withdrawing the 
initial NPRM in a docum•nt published 
elsewhere in this separate part of the. 
Federal Regiater. The FAA contends 
that the creation of part 68, as set forth · 
in the earlier-proposal, followed by a 
series of sweeping changes to 
implement the additional proposals set 
forth in this NPRM, would have been 
confusing to the aviation maintenance 
community and would have hindered 

the implementation of the changes that would not issue any proposed 
the Working Group has set out to certificates with airframe and 
accomplish. powerplant ratings as stated in the 

The proposals developed during both previous NPRM. 
phases of the part 65 regulatory review, In the urlier NPRM, infonnation 
and set forth in this NPRM, cover a pertaining to inspection authorizations 
broad range of issues affecting the was found solely in the subpart of 
certification- of aviation maintenance proposed part 66 that would pertain to 
personnel. This NPRM reconciles the AMTs. The current proposal, however. 
proposala made in the earlier NPRM would create two certificates (the AMT 
with the proposals made as a result of and AMT(T)), both of whose holders 
the completion of the second phase of would be eligible for inspection 
the ARAC's review of the certification authorization privileges. Therefore, the 
requirements for aviation maintenance proposal would remov& those sections 
personnel. As stated previously, all of that pertain to inspection authorizations 
the proposals in this NPRM havf been from the subpart. proposed in the earlier 
extensivelf'researched for the FAA. by NPRM, that was applicable solely to the 
the Part 65 Wor_µig Group, and all AMT certificate and place this 
proposals made"'in this NPRM are based information in a separate subpart 
on the ARAC's recommendations. applicable to AMT and AMTm 

certificates. Additionally, the proposal 
General DiKulaion of the PropoMI would not permit participation in . 
Modification of the Prrwious Proposal current inspection programs 

recommended by the manufacturer or 
A majority of the proposals developed other inspa::tioµ programs established 

during the first phase 01 the regulatory by the regiatered owner or operator 
review and set forth in Notice No. 94- under 14 CFR s 91.409(f)(3) or (4-), an 
2.7 also have been set forth in this means of satisfying inspa::tion · 
propoaal. Of those 18 specific pzoposala th · tio al · 
previously noted as being set forth in au onza O renew ~ta. 
the earlier NPRM. lewer than-half have By establishing a new type of niatioa 

repair specialfst certiflcata hued oa 
been significantly modified in- this· proftdency in. a- designated specialty 
NPRM. aree but not linbd to employment, this 

Many of the discrepancies between propoul siamflcantly reorganizell the 
the current proposal and the earlier · subpart of previously propc>Md part 68 
NPRM·resulted from tt:g:~oua applicable to aviation repair specialists. 
proposal to equate a m · c Althoush Notice No. 94-27 states that a 
certificate to an aviation maintenance valid repairman certificate would be 
technician (AMT) certificate. As a result equal to an aviation repair specialist 
of the completion of the second phase certificate; under the proposal contained 
of this review. the FAA proposes- the in this notice, the-CU!T8nt repairman,. 
creation oI AMT and AMTtT} certificate would only be equivalent tO' 
certificates. The current Dl8Cbanic the aviation repair specialist certificate 
certificate with airframe and powerplant issued on the buis'of employment 
ratings would be equivalent to the (ARS-11} and not to the aviation repair . 
proposed AMT(T) certificate with an specialist certificate issued on the buis 
aircraJl rating (with no loss of· of pJOficienc:y in- a designated specialty 
privileges) and not the AMT certificate, ana (A.Rs-I) (uni .. the FM issued the-
as stated in the earlier NPRM. The cummt repairman certificate bued on 
original proposal to change the .. term i;:ompliance with a recognized national 
"mechanic" to "aviation rnaiutenaoce standard, such u that established for 
technician" baa. therefore, been nondestructive inspection}. 
modified to reffect the proposed change. Additionally, as a Msult of comments 
All privileges-granted to an AMT(T) received on the earlier NPRM, the 
with an aircraft rating, as set forth in proposal to specify practical experience · 
this notice, would apply to the holder requirements.in houn for the issuance 
of a current mechanic certificate with of an AMT certificate would be retained; 
airframe and powerplant ratinp. The however, the time interval in which 
holder of the pzopc;,sed AMT cert1ftcate recent experience requirementa would 
with m aircraft ratiDg would not be meuured would continue to be 
posaesa the full approval for nturu-to- stated in moo.tht..:Also u a result of 
service privileges of the holder of either comments 1'9C9ived, this proposal would 
the current mechanic certificate with aB: pzopoee a mandatoiy recurrent training 
airframe and powerplao.t rating or the requirement for AMTs and AMTm• 
proposed (and equivalent) AMT('I1 who use their certificates for 
certificate with an aircraft ratin9! compensation or hire: however, this 

Thia pro1>Ql81 also woulcfcombine the · NPRM would not propose that this 
curreot airlrame and powerplant ratings 1'8CWT8nt training consi,t of a minimum 
into a single "aircraft" rating. The FM of 16 boun of recurrent training every 
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24 months. as stated in the previous 
NPRM. To afford aviation maintenance 
personnel greater latitude in the type& of 
training that could be used to qualify for 
the exercise of certificate privileges, this 
proposal would change the more 
restrictive term "equipment-specific 
training," as set forth in the earlier 
proposal, to "appropriate training." n.. 
proposal also would permit training OD 
the "tasks to be performed" to be used 
to qualify a person for the exercise of 
certificate privileges, rather than require 
training to be on the "equipment on 
which the work is to be performed." 
Therefore, completion of training 
sufficient to permit the exercise of 
certificate privileges would not need to 
be conducted on the.identical make and 
model of an item on which subsequent 
work would be performed. Maintenance 
personnel would be permitted to 
complete training by performing similar 
maintenance tasks on different makes 
and models of equipment. This would 
provide maintenance personnel with 
increased opportunities to obtain 
qualifying training without causing any 
decrease in safety. 

To decrease the possibility that a 
certificate holder would have to mm 
any additional requests for a telegram or 
facsimile to be used as proof of 
certification after a replacement 
certificate has been requested, this 
NPRM also would increase the period of 
validity of telegrams and facsimiles 
used as proof of certification from 80 
days to 90 days. 

Additionally, the FAA has revised the 
certificate eligibility requirements 
relating to English-language proficiency 
to permit aviation maintenance 
personnel who are deaf, hard of hearing. 
speech impaired, or possess similar 
medical conditions, yet have • 
command of the English language, to 
meet certiftcate eligibility requirements. 
Therefore, the FAA has added a 
provision to the proposed certificate 
eligibility requirements that would 
permit an individual who has a 
demonstrated proficiency in the Englisb. 
language, but who may not be able to 
meet the proposed requirements 
because of a medical condition, to have 
limitations placed on his or her 
certificate that would permit the 
exercise of certificate privileges. 

New Proposals Based on the Completion 
of the Second Phase of the R-,u}ato,y • 
Review of the Cartification 
Requirements for Mechanics and 
Repairmen. 

Additional proposals developed 
during Phase ll of-the regulatory review 
and set forth in this NPRM would: (1) 
establish AMT and AMTm. certificates; 

(2) establish additional training 
requirements for individuals seeking the 
AMT(T) certificate with an aircraft 
rating; (3) consolidate current airframe 
and powerplant ratings into a proposed 
aircraft rating; (4} provide for the 
registration of holders of AMT and 
AMT(T) certificates: (5) establish an 
aviation maintenance instructor rating;. 
(6) permit AMTs and AMT(T)s to 
perform maintenance on horizontal card 
liquid-filled compaaaes: (7} grant 
inspection authorization privileges 
based on the type of certificate held by 
an individual; (8) require applicants for 
the inspection authorization to 
successfully complete an inspection 
authorization refresher course before 
application: (9) establish an aviation 
repair specialist certiftcate that may be 
issued independent of employment 
(ARs-1), based on proficiency in 
desipted specialty areas; (10) require 
the holder ol any certificate issued 
under rroposed part 88 to notify the 
FAA o a change of address to continua 
to exercise the privileges of the 
certificate; (11) establish procedures far 
the approval of AMT(T) training 
providers: (12) permit certain aviation. 
maintenance technician schools to test 
applicants for the AMT certificate; (13) 
establish procedUNIS by which the 
Administratot would. be able to grant, by 
waiver, certificates to applicants who 
have not met certain requirements of 
proposed part 88; and (14) nplaca the 
term "written test" with "knowledge 
test". 

The remainder of this preamble 
addresses the proposed changes 
resulting from both phases of the FAA's 
review of the certification requirements 
for mechanics and repairmen through a 
discusaion of the principal isaUN and iA 
a section-by-section analysis of the 
proposed rule. 

Prbu:ipalr.u.. . . 
. Establishment.of a Separaw Subpart for 
Aviation Maintenance Personnel 

Current part 85, in addition to 
regulatins the certification requirements 
for aviation maintenance personnel, 
regulates the certification of airmen 
such as aircraft dispatchers. air. traffic . 
control tower operators. and parachute 
riggen, whose certification 
requirements and d~ti• differ mukedly 
from those of aviation maintenance-­
personnel Current industry estimates. 
indicate that thent are more than 
145,000 certificated mechanics and 
repairmen. Amons personnel 
certificated by the PAA, the number of 
certificated aviation maintenance 
personnel is second only to the number 
of certificated pilots. Aviation · 

• 

maintenance personnel work in all 
aspects of the aviation environment, 
perform tasks vastly different from those 
performed by other airmen, and are 
affected by training and recent 
experience requirements that are 
substantially more extensive than those 
affecting other airmen currently 
regulated by part 85. The aviation 
maintenance sector is one of the most 
complex sectors of the aviation. 
community, and all aviation 
maintenan(:8 personnel must possess 
many technical skills. Therefore, ~e 
FAA proposes to establish a new part 66 
under the title "Certification: Aviation 
maintenance personnel." This new part 
would be created by removing subparts 
0 (Mechanics) and E (Repairmen) from 
current part 65 and by using these 
existing subparts as the nucleus for the 
newly created subpart B (Aviation · 
Maintenance Technicians), subpart C 
(Aviation Maintenance Technicians 
(Transport)), subpart O (Inspection 
Authorizations), and subpart E 
(Aviation Repair Specialists) undv 
proposed part 88. The sectiona of 
current subpart A (General) of part 85 · 
th:!??!I to aviation maintenancs 
pe · would be included in subput 
A of proPOSed part 88. 

The addition of this new part to the 
FAR is warre:nted because of the 
proposed creation of additional 
J:&rtificates and ratings for aviation 
maintenance personnel. the expansion 
of current certification requirements, 
and the increuing complexity of the 
training and experience requirements 
affecting aviation maintenance 
ptrsonneL 

Redesignation of the Term "Mechanic" 
Because of changes iD aircraft 

technologr, the amount of specialized 
training required to perform aviation 
maintenance has. incrNMd significantly 

· since the introduction of the term 
"mechanic." The highly complex and . 
technical field of contemporary aviation 
maintenance requires substantially more 
than the manual skills typically 
associated with individuals classified as 
"mechanics." The FAA asserts that the 
term "aviation maintenance technician" 
more COQ-Pletely describes the types of 
skills necessary to maintain today's 
complex aircraft and more accurately 
reflects the level of professi~m 
found in the ayiation maintenance 
industry. Additionally, adoption of the 
term. "aviation maintenance technician" 
would standardi• terminology 
throughout the aviation industry and 

. make part 88 consistent with part 147 
(which regulat• aviation maintenance 
technician schools), aviation 
maintenance trade publications, and the 
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civil aviation regulations of many !CAO 
member states. Accordingly, the FAA 
proposes not to use the tenn 
"mechanic" to designate certificates 
issued under proposed part 66. 

Establishment of Aviation Maintenance 
Technician (AMT) Certificates and 
Aviation Maintenance Technician 
(Transport) (AMT(TJJ Certificates 

The Pilot and Aviation Maintenance 
Technician Blue Ribbon Panel. in its 
report titled "Pilots and Aviation 
Maintenante Technician.I for the 
Twenty-First Century: An Asaesament of 
Availability and Quality," noted that 
current FAA certification requirements 
do not give aviation maintenanat 
personnel the entry·l8"el experience 
and skills necessary tbr work involving 
transport-category aircraft that employ 
new technology. The panel further 
noted that because of the rapid· 
acceleration of technological advances, 
the ability of AMTs to master this new 
technology without enhanced trainin1t ia 
becoming exceedingly difficult. The­
Blue Ribbon Panel concluded that mont 
preparation and training are required to 
meet the higher levels of qualification 
that the aviation maintenance industry 
demands. 

The Blue Ribbon Panel strongly 
recommended that the FAA develop th .. 
means necessary to train aviation 
maintenance personnel to a level of 
expertise beyond the level currently 
required. The FAA agrees that this 
training must be accomplished to ensure 
that aviation maintenance personnel 
possess the necessary skills to maintain 
the sophisticated aircraft that are in 
service today. 

In recognition of the increasing 
complexity and integrated nature of the 
systems found in transport-category 
airplanes and transport-category 
rotorcraft, and as a result of the Blue 
Ribbon Panel's and ARAC's 
recommendations, the FAA proposes 
the aeation of the AMT certificate and 
the AMT(T) certificate.. 

Under the proposal..the holder of an 
AMT(T) certificate with an aircraft 
rating would posaesa full approval Cor 
return-to-service privileges for all type$ 
of aircraft, including thoae transport· 
category aircraft certificated under 14 
CFR part 25 or 14 CFR part 29.. 
Individuals obtaining this certificate 
and rating after the effective date of the 
rule would be required to complete, 
additional training in those systems and 
procedures of critical importance to the 
maintenance of sophisticated. transport· 
category aircraft. Holders of current 
mechanic certificates with airframe and 
powerplant ratings would not be 

required to obtain this additional 
training. 

The holder of an AMT certificate with 
an aircraft rating would possess all the 
privileges of the AMT(TJ certificate (and 
the equivalent mechanic certificate with 
airframe and powerplant ratings) except 
for full approval for return-to-service 
privileges of aircraft certificated under 
pa.rt 25 or part 29. 

The proposal would, however, 
provide approval for return-to-service 
privileges, for any aircraft certificated 
under part 25 or part 29, to the holder 
of the proposed AMT certificate under 
certain limited and specified 
circumstances. The proposal recognizes 
that an AMT may occasionally be called 
on to perform relatively uncomplicated 
maintenance on aircraft certificated 
under part 25 or part 29. The holder of 
an AMT certificate would be permitted. 
to approve these aircraft for return to 
service only after the performance of 
those preventive maintenance ta.ab 
specified in parapph (c) of appendix A. 
to 14 CFR part 43, or after the 
performance of certain tasks specified 
by the Administrator. Those additional 
ta.ab specified by the Administrator 
would be published in advisory 
material. These exceptions to permit the 
approval for return to service of an 
aircraft certificated under part 25 or 29 
by an AMT recognize that in certain 
limited circumstances an A.MT may be 
required to perform preventiw 
maintenance ( or other tasks specifically 
approved by the Administrator) on a 
transport-category aircraft and approve 
that aircraft for return to service. This 
need could a.rise at a remote location 
where an AMT('O would not be 
available. 

An AMT would be permitted to 
perform maintenance and preventive · 
maintenance on transport-category 
airaaft but would be permitted to 
approve for return to service only the 
airframe, or aircraft engine, propeller, 
appliance, component, or part of the 
airaaft. The AMT certificate holder 
would not be permitted to approve the 
transport-category aircraft Jo, return to 
service following the completion of 
tasks that are not specified in paragraph 
(c) of appendix A to part 43, or those 
tasks that have-not otherwise been 
specified by the Administrator. 

In formulating this-proposed rule, the 
ARAC and the FAA considered 
requiring certificate holden operating­
under 14 CFR part 121 to ensure that 
any person approving its aircraft for_ 
return to service, regardless of the 
aircraft's certification basis. l)C?saess a 
current and valid AMT(T) certificate. 
This restriction would not applyr 
however, to approval for return to 

service of an aircraft after the 
performance of those tasks specified in 
paragraph (c) of appendix A to part 43 
or other tasks approved by the 
Administrator. The FAA solicits 
comments on including the provisions 
of this proposal in part 121. Based on 
the comments received. the FAA may 
adopt such provisions in a final rule. 

Under the proposed rule. cummt 
limitations pertaining to the approval of 
items for return to service after the 
completion of major repairs or major 
alterations would be retained for 
h,:,lders of the proposed AMT(TI 
certificate and the AMT certificate with 
an aircraft ratin~ 

As a result of the regulatory changes 
to the certification requirements in this 
portion of the proposal and in the 
section of this proposal pertaining to the 
issuance of aviation repair specialist 
certificates (discussed below), the 
propoaal would result in a certification 
procau that would be compatible with 
that recommended by ICAO. The 
proposed certificate structure also 
would more closely reflect Transport 
Canada's proposed technician 
certification structure and would. 
therefore, facilitate the implementation 
of the fairly comprehensive provisions 
that pertain to the reciprocal acceptance: 
of maintenance actiona by U.S. and 
Canadian entities that operate under the 
tenm of the U.S.-Ganadian Bilateral 
Airworthiness A~ment. 

Any current and valid mechanic 
certificate with airframe and powerplant 
ratings would be equivalent to an 
AMT(T) certificate with an aircraft 
rating. Therefore, any individual who. 
possesses a mechanic certificate with 
airframe and powerplant ratings before 
the effective date of the rule would 
possess the same- approval for return-to­
service privileges as the holder of the 
proposed AMT('O certificate with an 
aircraft rating. A valid mechanic 
certificate with an airframe and 
powerplant rating could be exchanged 
for an AMT(T) certificate with an 
aircraft rating. However, such an 
exchange would not be necessary 
because both certificates would 
continue to be recognized by the FAA 
and the priyileges and limitationa of the 
certificates would be identical. 

After the effective date of the rule, the 
FAA would cease issuing and no longer 
recognia mechanic certificates with 
aircraft and aircra1t engine ratings. 
Mechanic certificates with these ratings, 
have not been issued since 1952. 
Individuals who hold valid mechanic 

· certificates with aircraft and aircraft 
engine ratings and who intend to 
exercise the privileges of the AMT(T) 
certificate are encouraged to exchange 
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these certificates for mechanic transport aircraft systems and the 
certificates with airframe and enhanced level of safety required in air 
powerplant ratings, as specified in carrier operations. where transport-
current § 65.73(b). before the effective category aircraft are primarily used, 
date of the rule. If these individuals necessitate that aviation maintenance 
exchange their mechanic certificates personnel approving these aircraft for 
with aircraft and aircraft engine ratings return to service possess additional 
for mechanic certificates with airframe specialized skills and training. 
and powerplant ratings before the The FAA recognizes that acquiring 
effective date of the rule, these · these skills is a time-consuming proceu 
individuals would hold the privileges of and that today's mechanics often learn 

· the AMT(T) certificate after the effective the requisite skills while working for an 
date of the rule. After the effective date air carrier or repair station. However, 
of the rule. a mechanic certificate with whether a current mechanic has these 
aircraft and aircraft engine ratings could skills cannot be readily discerned 
not be exchanged for a valid mechanic through a review of an individual's 
certificate with airframe and powerplant current certification record. The 
ratings or an AMT(T) certificate with an proposed AMT(T) certificate would 
aircraft rating. • ensure that aU aviation maintenance 

In addition. after the effective date of personnel certificated after the effective 
the rule, the FAA would cease issuing date of the rule who approve tl'ansport-
mechanic certificates with airframe and category aircraft for return to service 
powerplant ratings. However, mechanic: possess these skilla. The AMT(T) 
certificates with airframe and certificate also would provide the 
powerplant ratings issued before the individual with a readily available. 
effective date of the rule would continue FAA-sanctioned recegnition of a level of 
to be recoguized by the FAA. The proficiency that previously could not be-
proposal would not require holders of determined by refarence to the 
valid mechanic certificates with individual's certificate. 
airframe and powerplant ratings to Through the creation of this 
exchange their certificates for the certificate, operaton of aircraft 
proposed AMT('l1 certificate. U the certificantd under part 25 or part 29 
holder of a valid mechanic certificate could be assured that the holder of an 
with airframe and powerplant ratinp AMT(T) certificate issued after the 
wished to exchange his or her certificate effective date of the rule poues88S the . 
for an AMT(T) certificate after the requisite knowledge and skill to 
effective date of the rule, that individual approve these aircraft for retum to 
could do so without having to receive serviat. This would eD,!lble operaton to 
any additional training. In the event of employ aviation maintenance personnel 
a lost or destroyed certificate. the holde who couid more rapidly meet the needs 
of a valid mechanic certificate with of thm speciftc operati.n9 ermronment 
airframe and powerplant ratings would without havin11 to participate in 
be issued an AMT(T) certificate with an extensive operator-sponsored·training 
aircraft rating. A mechanic. however. programs before·pertorming 
would not be precluded from mainteDaDce on theee ai1craft.. 
completing the AMTm training Therefore. operators would be able to, 
curriculum (or obtaining credit for focus their training resources on aircraft:-
previous equivalent training). type and difference trainin& rather than 

on primary aircraft maintenance skills 
Establishment of Additional Training for transport-category aircraft . .Aviation 
Requirements for Holden of thw maintenance technician training schoola 
Aviation Maintenan~ Technician also would be able to apply their 
(Transport) Certificate training.resources more efficiently anct 

An essential prerequisite for an could spend more time training their -
individual to obtain the proposed students in the fundamental concepts 
AMT(T) certificate would be the and basic skills of aviation maintenance. 
completion of an AMTm training . Under the proposal, an applicant for 
program. Successful completion of this an AMTm certificate who does not 
program would ensW'8 that a. person already possess the equivalent mechanic 
approving transport-category aircra.ft for certificate with airframe and powarplant 
return to service would possess the ratings would only be required to 
requisite level of expertise neceesary to possess a current and valid A.MT 
accomplish s~ tasks. certificate and present evidence that he· 

All aviation maintenance personnel or she has completed an AMTm 
must possess a basic level of mow ledge trainin~ program, administered by an. 
and skill to maintain an aircraft approved training provider, that meets 
properly and approve that aircraft for specific curriculum iequirements. These 
return to service. Therefore, the FAA training requirements would be 
contends that the complexity of large designed to ensure that the holder of the 

certificate is competent to approve these 
aircraft for return to service. 

The proposed training requirements 
for the issuance of the AMT(T) 
certificate with an aircraft rating would 
place no burden on current mechanics 
with airframe and powerplant ratings. 
Currently certificated mechanics 
possess approval for retum-to-S8l'Vice 
authority for aircraft certificated under 
part 25 and part 29. Any holder of a 
cummt and valid mechanic certificate 
with airframe and powerplant ratings 
would, therefore, possess the privileges 
of the AMT(T) certificate with the 
aircraft rating. The proposal would not 
require a certificate exchange, and the 
FAA would recognize a current 
mechanic certificate with airframe and 
powerplant ratings as being equivalent 
to the proposed AMT(T) certificate with 
the aircraft rating. As stated previously, 
if the holder ol a valid mechanic 
certificate with airframe and powerplant 
ratings wished. to exchange the 
certificata for an AMT(T) certificate 
with an aircraft rating. the individual 
could do so after the effective datlt of the 
rule without having to receive any 
additional~ 

After the effec:tiw date of tha 
proposed rule-, individuals-intendfna to 
obtain an AMTm certificate would 
have to posseu a current and valid 
AMT certi&ate and atteud and 
successfully complete an AMTm 
training program, given by an approved. 
trainin11 provider, that consists of 573 
hours of trainin11 in subjects of critical 
importance to individuals who maintain 
aircraft certificated under part 25 or part 
29. Training would be provided in 
subject areas such as electronics, 
compesites. publications, safety md 
environmental concerns, structural 
repair; and powerplants and systems. 
Incllllion of these specific subject areas 
and the determination of the specific 
amount of training time that would be 
devoted to each.individual subject area 
were specifically recommended by the 
ARAC after exteDBive consultations with­
aviation maintenance personnel, 
aviation maintenance educators, and. 
o~rators of transport-<ategory aircraft. 

The FAA. in conjunction with the 
ARAC and the Part 65 Working Group, 
has developed a detailed list of those 
individual subjects that it recommends 
should be requiJed for inclusion in each 
subject area. The FAA has not. however. 
proposed that' these individual subjects 
be included in the proposal. as their 
inclusion would require that any future 
proposal to change the subjects taught 
would have to be accomplished through 
rulemaking or through the grant of a 
petition for exemption. The FAA would 
publish, before the effective date of the 
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final rule. a detailed list. in advisory 
material. of those subjects to be taught 
in an AMT(TJ training program. By 
publishing this subject list in advisory 
material, the FAA could infonn AMT(11 
training providers of those subjects that 
should be taught in an AMT(11 training 
program and. in response to future 

· developments in aviation technology, 
_ rapidly revise the list of subjects that are 

taught. 
Because much of this training also can 

be obtained in aviation maintenance 
training programs used by certificate 
holders operating under 14 CFR part 
121 or part 135, or repair stations 
certificated under 14 CFR part 145, , 
individuals currently employed by these 
operators would be permitted to use th& 
training gained in such programs to 
satisfy the requirements for the 
proposed AMT('F) certificate. However, 
these training programs would be 
required to meet the same standards as 
those of an AMT(T) training program 
administered by an approved training 
provider. The FAA contends that the 
flexibility provided by these training 
programs would enable the operator to 
tailor its training programs to meet 
current organiutional maintenanat 
requirements. 

To refrain from unduly penalizing 
individuals currently possessms. 
mechanic certificate with a single rating, 
the effective date of the ffnal rule is 
proposed for 18 months after its 
publication. This would permit these 
individuals to acquire either the 
airframe or powerplant rating, 1111 
appropriate, and facilitate th• issuance 
of an AMT(11 certificate with an ai1'craft. 
rating and its associated privileges ancf 
limitations. An individual pOSl88Sing a 
mechanic certificate with a single rating 
would still be permitted to exercise th• · 
current privileges of that individual 
rating and those specified under 
proposed § 68.109, except as noted iJt 
proposed § 68.105. 

Under the proposed rule. an 
individual holding a mechanic 
certificate with a single rating would b& 
considered to hold the equivalent of an 
AMT(11 certificate limited to th• 
privileges of the single rating. If the 
holder wished to exchange the 
certificate for an AMT(TJ certificate, the 
AMT(11 certificate would include a 
specific endorsement limiting the 
certificate holder to the exercise of 
privileges identical to those of th& 
current certificate and rating. In either 
case, the holder would not be permitted 
to approve for return to servie& the 
powerplant or propeller of any aircraft 
certificated under this chapter (or any 
related appliance, component, or part 
thereot1 if the individual possessed only 

an airframe rating, or the airframe of any 
aircraft certificated under this chapter 
(or any related appliance, component, or 
part thereoO if the individual possessed 
only a powerplant rating. To have the 
limitation removed before the effective 
date of the rule, the individual would 
have to meet the lcnowledge. experience, 
and skill requirements necessary to 
obtain either the aircraft or powerplant 
rating, as appropriate. After the effective 
date of the rule, to have the limitation 
removed, the individual would have to 
receive the 573 hours of training 
required for the AMT{T} certificate. 
Therefore, the FAA strongly encouragn 
anyone who holds a mechanic · 
certificate wftb a single rating interested 
in obtaining an AMTm certificate 
without a limitation to obtain both the 
airframe and powerplant ratings before 
the effective date of the rule. 

Additionally, certain individuals· · 
currently enrolled in aviaticm- · 
maintenance training programs may · 
have enrolled in theae training Pl'OSJ'&IU 
with the intent to apply only for oa• 
rating when they apply for the current 
mechanic certificate. Tb give theN 
individuals the opportunity to complete 
their intended training without th• 
additional expense of training for an 
unwanted rating. the FAA will continue 
to issue mechanic certiftcatn and their 
associ•ted ratings until the effactive · 
date of the rule. After that period. the .. 
FAA wiU-only accept applications. · for, 
and issue, the proposed new certi.6cat89' 
andratin~ · 

Most individuals currently enrolled in 
aviati~ maintenance training programs· 
have enrolled in these programs with . 
the intent of obtaining the approval for · 
return-to-service privileges of the. 
current mechanic certificate.with both 
airframe and powerplant ratings. Tha 
FM recognizes that some of th89e 
individuals may hawonly limited 
resources and may have enrolled ln 
current mechanic training programs 
without notice of the proposed · 
additional training requirements for the· 
AMT(T) rating. The FAA contends that 
by establishing an effective date for the -

· final rule u 18 months after its 
publication, these individuals would 1Jer. 
provided with an adequate period of 
time to complete their trainin& 
objectives and obtain mecbanfC'. 
certificateewith a.i.rframe and 
powerplant ratio~ Additionally, the 
FAA contends that thc,,avtatlon 
maintenance tnrlnmg industry would 
require 18 months to develop adequat. 
programs to train applicants for the 
AMT(T) certificate: therefore, a 
proposed effective date of 18 month. 
after publication of the final rule is 
warranted. 

Although the holder of a: current 
mechanic certificate with airframe and 
powerplant ratings would possess the 
same privileges as the holder of an 
AMT(T) certificate with an aircraft 
rating and could exchange that 
mechanic certificate with airframe and 
powerplant ratings for an AMT{T) 
certificate with an aircraft rating 
without having to receive additional 
training, the FAA would encourage all 
current mechanics to complete the 
proposed training requirements for the 
AMT(T} certificate and aircraft rating. 

Creation of an Aircraft Ratin& To 
Replace Current Airframe and 
Powerplant Ratinp 

In view of the integrated nature of 
todsy's aircraft and their associated 
system-. the FAA recognizes that the 
differences between the privileges and 
limitations conveyed by the cwrent 
airframe and powerplant ratfnss: ant 
becoming leat distinct. 1ba FAA 
contends that the demands of current 
and future aviation technology require 
that matiea maintenance penonnel 
have a broad•bued level of lmowledga 
n ... demands frequently require the 
concurrent US9 of expe1tise associated 
with the disciplines of both airframe 
and po~lant maintenanca. 

Tliereforit. the propoMl would requir& 
an applicant fo1 an AMT certificate to 
possess the lmowledp currently 
requJnd of an applicant for the current 
mechanicC8!'tiftcate with both airframe 
and powerplant ratinp at the time the 
individual appli• for the proposed 
AMT certificate. The FAA contends 
that. by establishini an aircraft rating 
encompassing both the current airframe 
and powerplant ratings and by requiring 
an applicant to. poaeas the training for . 
both discipliDes at the time ·of 
application for 1111 AMT certificate, 
aviation maintenance penonnel will 
better understand the nature and 
interrelationship of aviation systems as 
opposed to the individual maintenance 
disciplines. Such lcnowledge should 
lead to a greater understanding of how 
individual components affect other 
components within aa aircraft and to a 
subsequent i,ncrease in the quality of · 
aviation DUftJltenance .• 

Similarly. an applicant for an AMT(11 
certificate would be required to . 
complete additional training that would, 
encompass the qisciplines of airframe 
and powerplant maintenance for 
transport-category aircraft and systems. 
After completion of this training, an 
applicant ror an AMT(T) certificate 
would be awarded di• AM'I'm . 
certificate with an aircraft rating. 

The propesal also would provide 
aviation maintenance technician 
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schools with greater flexibility in. 
developing their individual course· 
curriculums. By requiring an applicant 
to apply for the consolidated aircraft 
rating, aviation maintenance technician 
schools would have the incentive to 
integrate the training requirements for 
each of the current ratings into a single 
consolidated program. This integration 
should result in a more productive and 
less costly use of the resources of these 
schools. It also should eliminate any 
duplication of training requirements 
found in separate airframe and 
powerplant rating training programs. 

As a result of tne issuance of the 
aircraft rating to neyt applicants for the 
AMT certificate, the differentiation of 
tasks between cWTent holders of the 
airframe rating or the powerplant rating 
would gradually diminish. To give the 
FAA the opportunity to develop new 
types of testing procedures to facilitate 
this change, the proposal would remove 
current regulatory language stating that 
the installation and maintenance of 
propellers is covered on the powerplant 
test and that an applicant for a 
powerplant rating must show the ability 
to make satisfactory minor repairs to, 
and minor alterations of, propellers. 
Although the FAA will continue to 
certificate applicants using these · . 
procedures, removing this languap 
would permit the FAA to develop 
testing procedures that a.re more flexible 
and more appropriately suited to the 
integrated aviation maintenance · 
environment. 

Establishment of Recurrent Training 
Requirements for Certificated Aviation 
Maintenance Personnel 

Under current part 65, there u. no 
specific provisions that require. 
recurrent training for certificated 
mechanics. Current §§ 121.375 and 
135.433 require that an operator have a 
training program to ensure that persons 
performing maintenance or preventive 
maintenance functions be informed 
fully about procedures, techniques. and 
new equipment-in use. Additionally, 
§ 145.2(a) requins that repair stations 
performing maintenance for a part 121 
operator comply. with part 121rsubpart 
L (which includes the requirements of 
§ 121.375). 

In an effort to ensura that all AMTs 
and AMT(T)s are fully informed of 
current maintenance practices in the · 
rapidly changing aviaµon maintenance 
environment, the FAA proposes the 
adoption of recurrent training 
requirements for AMTs and AMT(T}s 
who use their certificates for 
compensation or hire. The proposal 
would particularly benefit AMTs and 
AMT(T)s who support operations 

conducted under part 91 and who do 
not receive training comparable to that 
received by AMTs and AMT(T)s who 
support operations conducted under 
part 121, part 135, or§ 145.2(a). This 
proposal would ensure that ail holders 
of AMT or AMT(T) certificates who 
exercise the privileges. of their 
certificates for compensation or hire, 
and who haw the sole responsibility for 
ensuring the airworthiness of the 
equipment on which they perfonn 
maintenance, meet training 
requirements similar to those In place 
for AMTs and AMT(T)s supporting· 
operations under part 121, part 135, or 
§ 145.2(a). In addition, this proposal 
also would ensure that all AMTs and 
AMT(T)s who support U.S.-certificated 
repair stations that do not have 
maintenance and preventive. 
maintenance training programs receive 
com parable training. 

Under the propoeed rule; an AMT or 
AMT(T) who meets the prescribed work 
experience requirement& and wishes to 
exercise; for compensation as hinr. the 
privileges of the certificate-or ratintt 
would be required to complete n,cummt 
training. . 

Individuals who participate in 
currently required maintenance and 
preventive maintenance·training· 
programs provided by a certificat• 
holder would meet the proposed. 
recurren~ trainins requirement; 
Individuals who do not receive· 
recurrent training through a trainin8 
program provided by a certificate holder 
could use a number of methods to meet , 
the proposed requiremen'- An AMT 
refresher course. inspection _ 
authorization refresher course-. or a 
series of such cou.mea that ant 
appropriate to the dutiee of an AMT or 
AMTOO and aa:eptable to tha. 
Administrator could be used to satisfy · 
the proposed recurrent training 
requiremenL The FAA notee that by 
including a specific xeference to the 
inspection authorization refresher 
course, the proposal seeks to encourage 
completion of this course by an AMT or 
AMTOO who does not hold a current 
inspection authorization and. thereby. 
enhance that individual's understanding 
of the regulations relevant to the 
inspection authorization. 

As an alternative to trainin8 provided: 
in the form of an AMI', AMI'ET). or 
inspection authorization refresbe­
cou.rse, an AMT or AMTm who wishes 
to comply with the proposed recurrem 
training requirements and to exercise, 
for compensation or hire, the privileges . 
of the certificate, may complete other 
training appropriate to the duties of an 
AMT or AMT(T). This training may be. 
broad-hued and would consist of any 

course, or series of courses. of 
instruction acceptable to the 
Administrator. A description of those 
additional types of courses that would 
be considered. acceptable to the­
Administrator would be published in 
advisory material accompanying the 
publication of the final rule. For 
example, the completion of courses 
dealing with general maintenance 
practices or regulations applicable to 
maintenance operations would satisfy 
the intent of this proposed rule. 

The FAA recognizes that many 
current mechanics who support part 91 
operations, or other maintenance 
facilities without maintenance or 
preventive maintenance training 
programs in place, receive periodic 
maintenance training. For example, 
these mechanics may receive training 
through aviation training centers or 
manufactwers' courses. The proposed 
rule would permit this type of 
maintenance instruction to be aedited 
toward completion of the proposed 
recurrent training requirement, · 
provided the instruction is acceptable to 
the Administrator. . 

The proposal alao would include­
specific provisions applicable to 
individuals exen:iaing the privileges of 
their certificates while employed by an 
ope,ator under part 121 or part 135, or 
by a repair station performing work for 
an operator under part 121. Such 
individuals would be consid81'9d to 
meet the recurrmit training requirements 
set forth in the proposed rule. 

fn addition, an aviation maintenance 
instructor providing instruction for an 
aviation maintenance training program 
aCC'Jptabla to the Administrator, or 
serving u the direct supervisor of. 
individuals providing aviation 
maintenance instruction for an aviation 
maintanance training program, 
acceptable to the Administrator, would 
meet the proposed recurrent training 
requirements. As a result of their 
position as aviation maintenance 
instructors, these individuals are 
continually exposed to current 
maintenance practices and often 
disseminate information itbout new 
practiq,s, techniques, and equipment to 
the aviation maintenance community. 
These individuals would be considered. 
fully informed about current 
maintenance practicee.· . 

The FAA notes, however, that an 
aviation maintenance instructor could 
meet the requirements for the exercise 
of the privileges of the aircraft rating but 
might not be able to exercise the 
privileges of the aviation maintenance 
instructor rating if the instructor has . 
provided less than 300 hours of 
instruction or served as a supervisory 
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instructor for less than 300 hours during 
the preceding 24 months. However, 
recent experience requirements for the 
aviation maintenance instructor rating 
could be met if the individual 
successfully completed an AMT 
refrasher course (or other course of 
instruction acceptable to the 
Administrator and appropriate to the 
duties of an aviation maintenance 
instructor) or if the Administrator -
specifically cietennined that the 
individual met the standard presai.bed 
for the issuance of the rating. 

Although the FAA considered 
establishing a requirement that 
recurrent training consist of a minimum 
of 16 hours every 24 months. for AMTs 
and AMT(T)s supporting.Operations 
under part 91 and working for 
compensation or hint, the FAA has not 
proposed such action in this NPRM. Th• 
inclusion of a 18-bour recurrent training 
requirement for these -individuals bad 
been recommended by .10me 
participants in the Part 6~ Working 
Group; howevv, it was the general 
consensus of the group"that the specific 
number of hours for any propoeed 
recurrent training requirement should 
be determined at a later date. Although 
written comments were solicited from 
all members of the group- to provide 
justification for a specific recu.mmt 
training requirement. the FAA did not 
receive written comments providing 
such justification. 

Currently, the FAA is engaged in a 
number of studies and activitiee to 
determine the appropriate level of 
recurrent training for aviation 
maintenance personnel. Specifically, 
the FAA is conducting an expanded job 
task analysis of those tasks performed 
by all aviation maintenance personnel 
to determine the appropriate foais anct 
depth of recurrent training. The FAA 
also is analyzing accident data and 
airmen violations in which maint8Il8JlW 
elements were a causal factor and.is 
surveying its field inspecton in an effort 
to develop recurrent trainin8 
requirements. The FAA also u. 
sponsoring an ongoing study to­
determina the feasibility of fonDina a 
national training council that is. 
composed of individuals. 
representatives of the aviation 
maintenance industry, and the FAA to­
detennine proposed training 
requirements for aviation maintenance 
personnel & a result of thue efforts .. 
the FAA is evaluating the 
appropriatenesa of consolidating all · 
maintenance training into a single 
future NPRM and issuing detailed . 
advisory material to provide specific 
guidance for the completion of training 
requirements. The FAA strongly 

supports the concept of recurrent 
training for aviation maintenance 
personnel and has proposed a recurrent 
training requirement in proposed pa.rt . 
66 that would establish a basic recurrent 
training for aviation maintenance 
personnel. 

The recurrent training required under 
this proposal. as set forth in proposed 
§§68.85 and 68.111, encompasaes more 
types of trainiDg than the types of 
training that may be used to satisfy the 
provisions of proposed §§ 66.63 and 
66.109 for the exercise of specific 
privileges granted to . .AMTs and 
AMT(Tis with an aircra.ft rating. 
"Trainins acceptable to the 
Administrator oo the tub to.be 
performed," as set forth ~ proposed 
§§ 66.63 and 68.109, is encompused 
within the concept of training 
"appropriate to tha duties" of an AMT 
or AMT(T). as set forth in proposed 
§§ 68.6S and 68.ltl, anctmay beuud. 
to satisfy both mquirements. However ... 
compliance with the _propoaad J:8CUn811t 
training requirements of S 88.65 ow · 
§ 66.111 does Doi sutomatically­
authoria the AMT to·perform a speciJic 
task. For example, an AMT who 
1'8C8ived maintenanc:e training on a 
specific ma and model of ain:raft. 
which enabled the AMr to perform 
work.an that specific mcralt under 
propoeed 5 88.63 or§ 88'.109, also may 
credit the instruction raceived u 
satisfyms the recurrent trainins · 
requirements in·propoeed §68.65. or 
§ 66.11 t. The completion of a course-in 
generahnaintenance proced:mee would 
not. hOW8YV, provide the sped•ltt«l 
level of training required by the 
proposal to permit an AMT or m, 
AMT(T) to perfonn work on a specific -
make and model-el airaaft. (Tbe-uae of 
training to qualifrb thw exerciae of_ 
certificate prtvileses la diacuaaed more­
thorouply below.} 

An individual who exercises the 
privileges of arAMT certificate or an 
AMT{T) certificate. but not for 
compensation OT~~ would not need 
to complete the proposed recummt 
training requirements. These 
individuals perform only limitad work -
on aircraft that they own or on a limited 
ranse of aeronautical equipmenL In 
such cases, knowledge of a broad rmge 
of current maintenance technologi• is 
not necessarily.required. Although the 
FAA encourages thNe personnel to 
attend recurrent training. the FAA has_ 
determined that a mandatory recurrent 
training requirement for th .. 
individuals is not currently warranted. 

The proposal also sets forth a · 
provision that would permit an AMT or 
AMT(T) who has not met the·work 
experience and proposed recurrmt 

training requirements of the certificate 
within the pn,ceding 24 months to 
exercise the privileges of the certificate 
(including for compensation or hire) by 
completing requalification training 
acceptable to the Admini$trator. A 
specific minimum time requirement and 
cow. content for requali.6.cation 
training haa not been specified in the 
proposed regulation to provide 
instructon and examiners with greater 
flexibility in assisting noncurrent AMTs 
and AMT(T)s to achieve the required 
proficiency. To t»considered 
acceptable to the Administrator, any 
reqna.lification training would need to 
include a review of those regulations 
applicable to the maintenance, 
preventive maintenance, or alteration of 
airaaft under the provisions of the FAR. 

The bolder also may cODtinue to 
exercise all of the privileges of the 
certificate and. associated ratings if the­
Administrator finde that th• AMT or 
AMfm. ia competent taexmdae thoee 
privilegw. Puain_g an oral and practical 
test witll a.d81isnated examiner 
(currently, aG811ignated mechanic 
exarnla• (DMB)J al80 would •tidy all 
recent experience~ 

In recopition of enbanc:aowrta in 
trainiq mclaoolqJy, the propoeed nue. 
also requires succesafw campMldon of 
th ... COW'l8S, nrtbw thm attendance 
and succeuful completion:. Therefore, 
the Admmistrator may-find ..u-study 
COUllN 11CC1ptable forlulfllling the 
requinnnent. specUied in propoeed 
§68.65 or §68.111. 

This propoaal for cooti.ttll8d.. aviation 
maintenance training addresses 
concems such as those expressed. in 
recent proposals to require formal 
training for all aircraft mechanic 
applicants. In conjunction with the 
issuance of• final rule, the FAA will 
develop policy on the content and 
conduct of any.AMT refresher course, 
AMT{TJ refresher course, the .range of 
training considered appropriate to the 
dutia of an AMT or AMT(T), and 
requ&Mcation t:raming. Any AMT 
refresher course or AMTtn refresher 
course should also include a substantial 
review of those regulations pertinent to 
the exercise of ~e privileges of the AMT 
certificate or AMT('I1 certificate. as 
appropriate. 

Registration~H~dtm~Ariation 
Maintenance Technician (AMTJ. 
<;ertificatn-and A!Jation Maintenance 
Technician (Transport) (AMT(TJJ 
Certificates 

The PM cunently has no accurate 
means to determine the number or 
location of active aviation maintenance 
personnel. Without this demographic 
information, the FAA is unable to make 
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accurate assessments of the status of the 
current mechanic population or provide 
currently active mechanics with 
essential safety and training 
information. 

Based on the number of certificates 
issued, the FAA estimates that the 
number of certificated mecbaoica ia 
second only to the number of · 
certificated pilots. However, pilots 
(other than those of gliders or free 
balloons) are required to obtain a 
medical certificate issued under 14 CFR 
part 87 to exercise the privileges of their 
certificates. As a result of this process, 
the FAA is able to update its airman 
records effectively and make accurate 
assessments of the size of the active 
pilot population. Because no similar 
form of recurrent medical testing is 
required for current mechanics, the FAA 
is unable to assess accurately the 
number of active mechanics or delete 
deceased, inactive, or inelisible 
mechanics from its recorda. Therefont, 
any estimate of the current and active 
mechanic population ia solely a matter 
of conjectwe. Lack of thia vital 
demographic information seriously 
hinders the F AA's ability to make· 
accurate pndictiona of future indusuy 
requirements and to commUDic:ate 
important safety information to active 
mechanics. 

In its report, the Blue Ribbon Panel 
expressed its concern about the FAA'• 
aviation maintenance personnel record&. 
The panel noted that, althouab the FAA 
issues approximately 20,000 mechanic 
certiftcates annually, the FAA ha no 
procedures to identify the cummt 
number of active mechanics or to obtain 
other necessary demographic. 
information pertaining to the99 
individuals. In view of this ftndins. the 
panel recommended that the FAA 
conduct periodic registration of 
mechanics to obtain vital information 
about F AA-certiftcated aviation 
maintenance personnel and to ensure­
that these individuals could be provided 
with safety and training information.. 
whenever necessary. The Put 85 
Working Group made a similar proposal 
to the A.RAC, whk:b. concurred with the 
recommendation. 

The FAA ha accepted the ARAC and 
Blue Ribbon Panel recommendations; 
therefore, the FAA proposes to establish 
a periodic registration requirement for 
each holder of an AMT or AMT(T) • 
certiftcate. In an effort to obtain a valid· 
initial uN1ament of the current numbu 
of active aviation maintenance 
personnel, the FAA propo18S that each 
AMT and AMT(T) be requind to notify 
the FAA of his or her current add.reu 
within 12 montha after the-effective date 
of this rule. The FAA contends that a . 

12-month period is sufficient to obtain 
a basic estimate of the current and 
active AMT and AMT(T) population 
and that any deviations from the 
estimate of the current population, as a 
result of changes to the AMT and 
AMT(TJ population during the 12· 
month period, would be ltatisticaJly 
insignificant. A 12·month period also 
would give all current certi6.:ate 
holders adequate notice of this proposed 
requirement and time to comply with 
the requirement. 

After completion of this initial 
registration period, AMTs and AMT(T)s 
would be required to provide similar 
registration information durins every 
subsequent 48-calendar-month period. 
The FAA considers that a 48-montb 
continuing requinment is neceuary to 
provide an up-to-date record of current 
and active AM'is and AMT(T)s. The 
FAA contends that chanpe to the AMT 
and AMT(T} populations, which occur 
as a result of the death of certificate 
holders or of personnel en.terms inactive 
status and not complyins with current 
changie of address requirements, would 
become statistically significant after a 
48-month period. To ensure an accurate 
record of the am of the AMT and 
AMT(T) popu.lation. a reu111nnmt. 
would be required. durin11 each 
consecutivs 48-montb period. 

In an effort to eUmio•te the repetitive 
submission·of cummt addrasa 
information to the FAA. an airman who 
notifies the FAA of a cbaqe of address, 
obtains an additional certilicate, ratinfl. 
or inspection authorization issued 
underthia (or any oth•l put. or 
provides the FAA with current addrea 
information a a result of the­
application for an airman medical 
certificate duriq this period would be 
considered to have fuUUled the 
registration ~ment. 

The FAA has not proposed a- periodic 
registration requirement for holders of 
aviation repair specialist certificat• 
because holders of m aviation repair 
specialist certificate (except 
experimental aircraft builders) cannot 
exercise the privileges of that certiftcate 
without being employed by &. 
certificated entity. Because the FAA 
~uld obtain any requind demographic 
information pertaining to the holders of 
aviation. repair specia1ist certificates 
from the operator or repaii station under 
.which an aviation repair specialist is 
exercising privileges. the propOIIM 
would not require the subm.iiaion of 
registration information from aviation 
repair specialiats. Therefore,.the FAA 
contends that requiring the reptratioa. 
of aviation repair specialists would 
place an unneceuary burden on th._ 
individuals. 

The responsibility for complying with 
the proposed registration requirement 
would rest solely on AMT and AMT(TJ 
certificate holders. To simplify the 
proposed registration requirement for 
individual certificate holders, the FAA 
would only require AMT and AMT(T) 
certificate holders to provide their 
nam11 and current addresses. The 
submission of any additional 
information would not be required, nor 
would the submission be required to be 
made on any specific form. To · 
encourage compliance with these 
proposed requirements, an AMT or 
AMT(T) certificate holder who does not 
provide current address information to 
the FAA during the registration period 
would not be permitted to exercise the 
privileges of the certificate until that 
individual had complied with the 
proposed registration requirement. 

l'he FAA specifically requests 
comments on its proposed registration 
of AMT and AMT(T) certiftcate holders. 
Bued on. its analysis of comments 
received, the FAA may adjust the 
lengths of the proposed initial and 
recwring registration periods. 

Establishment of Trainin, as an 
Additional Meam /« Aviation 
Maintenance PenoMel To Qualify for 
tht1-Exen:ise of Ctlrtificat. Privileges 

Through the WJe of training", the 
propoaal would provide holders of AMT 
certificates and AMT(T) certificates with 
an additional means to remain qualified 
to approve for return to service any 
aircraft, airframe, airaaft ensine. 
propell•. appUance, component, or part 
and to supervi• the maintenance, 
preventive maintenance, alteration, and 
approval for retum te service of th888 
item&. 

Und• current §85.81, a certificated 
mechanic may supervise maintenance 
operations or approve and retum to 
service an airaaft, appliance, or put if 
the certiftcate holder ha: (1) Previously­
performed the work, (2} performed the · 
work to the satisfaction of the 
Administrator, or (3) performed the 
work under the direct supervision of a 
certiftcated mechanic or repairman who 
ha hap previous experience with that 
spe¢Ac task. 

The proposal would allow AMTs and 
AMT(T)s to use appropriate training to 
obtain the competency necessary.to 
supervise these operations or approve 
an item fat ntturn to service without · 
previously having ·performed' the work 
that is anticipated.. Throuab the 
adoption of appropriate training to 
satisfy thia experience requirement, the 
FAA recognizes enhancements in 
aviation maintenance training, which 
can provide the AMT with technical 
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knowledge equivalent to knowledge 
gained in the work environment. 
However, in allowing training to replace 
actual work experience, the FAA would 
require an appropriate level of 
specificity between the training and the 
actual work to be performed or 
supervised. Therefore, the proposal 
would require that the training used to 
satisfy this requirement be appropriate 
to the equipment on which the work is 
to be perfonned. For example, a course 
of instruction detailing the maintenance 
tasks for the same make and model 
aircraft on which an AMT will perform 
work. or a course of instruction 
detailing the maintenance tasks for a 
part or aprliance on which the 
individua will perform,work. would 
satisfy the provisions of the proposed 
rule and permit the exercise of · 
certificate privileges under proposed. 
§ 66.63 or § 68.109. Such courses may be 
provided by any manufacturer, 
individual, or 011anization whose 
training hu been found acceptable to 
the Administrator. 

Training of a more general nature. 
which may be used to satisfy recent 
experience.requirements u proposed in 
§§ 68.65 and 68.111, may not be 
sufficiently specific to allow an AMT or 
AMT(TJ to perform work on a specific 
aircraft, airlrame, aircraft engine, 
propeller, appliance, component. or 
part. For example, a cowse in the FAR 
that is applicable to maintenance 
pl'JJCedures would not satisfy the 
provisions of propoeed § 66.83 or 
§ 66.109 but could be used to satisfy the 
provisions of proposed § 66.&5 or 
§66.111, respectively. 

The FAA also proposes to clarify the 
intent of current § &5.81 by propo~ 
language iri part 66 that would allow 
AMT and AMT(T) certificate holders 
who desire to exercise supervisory, 
return-to-service, or approval 
responsibilities, to demonstrate. to the 
satisfaction of the Administrator, the 
ability to perform the work. The current 
regulation requires actual performance 
of the work. 

An additional chanse to the CU1T8Dl 
rule would enhance the ability of 
noncurrent AMTs and AMl'tT)s to JDNl 
the recent experience requirements to 
exercise the privileges of theu 
certificates and ratings. The proposed 
rule would allow these individuals to . 
credit the time they work under the 
supervision of a certificated AMT or. 
AMT(T) toward recent experienc. 
requirements. The FAA considers that 
work performed by a certificated but 
noncurrent AMT or AMT(TJ under such 
circumstances would provide the 
individual with a level of experience 

equivalent to actual performance of the 
work. 

Use of Instructional Time by Aviation 
Maintenance Instructors To Satisfy 
Recent Experience Requirements 

The purpose of recent experience 
requirements is to ensure that all 
aviation maintenance personnel aNJ 
familiar with current maintenance 
practices and tlw applicable FAR. The 
aviation maintenance instructor muat 
keep abreut of current maintenance 
practices in a wide variety of disciplin• 
to provide high-quality instruction. 
Aviation. maintenance instructon 
perfonn a critical function in tlw 
aviation maintenance education 
process, and the FAA believes that the. 
changes set forth in tha proposed. rule 
would recognize this impc:,rtance. 

Under cumn:it § 85.83, there are no 
provisions for allowing individuals 
involved in aviation maintenance 
instruction to use that experience for 
maintaining the recent experience 
required to exercise the privi.legea of 
their certificate and ratings. The FAA 
recognizee that the uperianca gained-· 
while pravidin9 aviation maintenance 
instruction or directly supemsin9 oth• 
aviation maintenance inltructon is 
commensurate with the experimce 
obtained whil8 directly performiq­
aviation mainteaance. The FA.A already 
recognizes instructicmal experience for 
holden of an inspection authorizati011 
in currant § 85.91(«:)(2). Within that 
section, the pbrue "actively engaged" 
includes instructors who are exercisin9 
the privilesas of thm certificate and 
ratings at an aviation maintenance 
technician school certificated under part 
147. Therefore, the FAA proposes.to­
allow the use of instructional time to 
satisfy recent experience requirements 
for holden of the AMT and AMT(T) 
certificates. . 

Under the proposed rule. the holder 
of an AMI' or AMT(T) certificate with 
an aiJaaft rating could meet recen, 
experience requirements by serving as 
an aviation maintenance instructor or by 
directly supervising other aviation 
maintenance instructors. The 
inltruction concamed would have to be 
directly related to aviation maintenance 
and acceptable to the Administrator sc,. 
that the time an individual spends 
providin9 instruction or directly 
supervising other instructors is 
equivalent to the experience gained. . 
while performing aviation maintenance 
task& For example. instructional time 
provided fora part 147 aviation 
maintenanC8 technicim school, an 
approved air carrier maintenance 
training program. an approved training 
provider. or a manufacturer's trainint · · 

program would be acceptable and 
would meet the intent of the proposed 
rule. 

AMT(TJ Recent Experience 
Requirements 

Because the AMT(TJ certificate would 
upgrade the level of maintenance 
profidency of tho• individua.la 
performing maintenance OD aircraft 
certificated under part 25 or part 29, or 
on any airframe, aircraft engin&, 
propeller, applianca, or component part 
tlwreof, the FAA would require that all 
w.ork experience necessary to meet 
recent experience requirements for 
retention of the privileges of this 
certificate be maintained through work 
perfonned or supervised, or through 
instruction given or supervised. on 
aircraft certificated under part ZS or part 
29, or on any airframe, aircraft engine, 
propeller. appliance, component, or part 
thereof. The holder of an AMT(T) · 
certificate who does not meet recent 
exparienc:e reqairaments on aircraft 
certificated under part 25 or part 29 
could exan:ue the mom limited 
privileps of the-AMT certificate if ti. 
hold• compli• with tbs.AM? 
certillcate's conespondm9 recml 
experi9nce requirmnent&. · 

Approval of AMT(T'J Trainm, Providers 
To ensure that applidmts for the 

· propoeed· AMT(T) certi&cate pouess the 
nec11suy knowledae and skill to 
approve aircraft cuti&ated under part 
25 and part 29 for return to service. the 
FAA has propoud that applicants for 
this certificate-be required to complete 
an AMT(T) train.in& program. For this. 
program, the proposal would set forth a 
curriculum that would be specifically 
geared to th•needs of individuals 
performing mainten•oce OD tnnsport­
category airaaft'. Although the proposed 
cwriculam would be compnbensive in 
nature, it also woulcl be ftexible enough 
to be modified easily to respond to 
cbanps in aviation maintenance 
practims and techni~ 

To determine the subject areas in the 
propoeed AMT(TJ traiDin8 curriculum 

. and tlw amount of training to be 
provided in each subject a.. the Part 
85 Worldq Gloup conducted a survey 
of 13 air carrien. The survey requested· 
that its participants specify the depth 
and bnadtlr of skills that aviation 
maintananc:e ~et must possess to 
periorm work OD iranaport category 
·aircraft and app:roveth .. ain:raft for 
return to service-. 'Ibe results of this 
survey wei. l'8'Yiewed by aviation 
maintenance educators within the Part 
65 Worting Group and consolidated 
into th•AMTt11 trainin9 curriculum 
proposed in this notice. The proposed 
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.\MT(T) training curriculum would 
require that 573 hours of training be 
offered in the six broad subject areas of 
advanced electronics, composites, 
structural repair. powerplants and 
systems. safety and environmental 
concerns. and publications. The specific 
amount of training required in each 
individual subject area is specified in 
appendix A to proposed part 66. 

The basic requirements for approval 
of training providers administering this 
AMT(T) training program are similar to 
those specified for the approval of other 
training course requirements specified 
in this subchapter. In its administrative 
requirements. the program established 
by this proposal would correspond to 
other training counes referenced in this 
subchapter; however. it will differ most 
significantly from other training courses 
in that. under the proposal, the FAA 
may approve the provider of the training 
program and not specifically approve 
the training curriculum, aa is currently 
the case with training programs 
developed to satisfy the requirements of 
part 141. By approving the training 
provider. as opposed to the training 
program itself, the FAA contends that 
the training provider would have the 
necessary flexibility to modify the 
curriculum of the training program 
rapidly to respond to advances in 
aviation. maintenance technology. while 
continuing to ensure that aa:eptable: 
standards of training are met. · . 

To ensure that these programs meet 
current industry standards, th.FAA 
would require that an outline of the 
training program be provided for 
review. In recognition of the di vanity of 
current information retrieval systems, 
this outline could be submitted in paper 
or electronic format, or in any other 
format acceptable to the Administrator. 
The outline would contain informatioa 
specifying those subject areas to be 
taught and the number of houra of 
instruction required.. Additional subject 
areas also could be included. 

Facilities, equipment, and material 
requirements would be similar to thoe& 
found in other course requirements 
specified in this subchapter; howeVff. 
the training provider would ensure that 
all instructors in a training program 
meet the requisite standards of technical 
competency. 

Revisions to the training prognua 
outline would be submitted in a manner 
identical to that required for initial 
approval of the. training provider. Based. 
on the improved effectiven&S& of_ 
training methods, the FAA may permit 
training program revisions that would 
offer fewer than the specified number of 
hours of instruction in the complete 
training program or in a designated 

subject area. The training provider training programs of these certificate 
would be required to provide holders are routinely surveilled, a 
justification for such a reduction. A training provider that also is a certificate 
reduction would be pennitted only if holder under any of these parts would 
the quality of training provided did not retain approval for the duration of that 
decrease. Sufficient indicators of certificate. However, approval may be 
student participation and progress in canceled at any time by the FAA or. 
the program would be required to be voluntarily, by th& training provider, or 
reported; hd'wever, if an approved as a result of change of ownenhip. Like 
training provider already provided this other training courses specified in this 
information to the FAA as a result of subchapter, the proposal would require 
reporting req,uirements specified in that applications for a training 
another part. a duplicate submission of provider's renewal of approval be 
this information would not be required. submitted 60 days before the expiration 

The FAA notes that an aviation of the current approval 
maintenance technician school 
certificated under part 147 also could Performance of Repairs and Alterations 
offer a combined AMT and AMT(T) by AMTs and AMT(T)s on Horizontal· 
training PJ'08!'8ID· In such a Card liquid-Filled Compasses 
circumstance, the school would be The current rule prohibits the repair 
required to obtain approval as an or alteration of instruments by 
AMT(T) training provider under mechanics. However, the aviation 
propQsed part 68, Instruction used to maintenance industry has recognized 
satisfy AMT course curriculum that aviation instruments vuy 
requirements also could be used-to significantly in complexity. A 
satisfy AMTm training program couunenter to the short·term FAA 
requirements resulting in a combined 1'8illlatory review initiated in respona 
AMT and AMTm training curriculum to a recommendation from the Clinton 
with significantly fewer hours of Administration's "Initiativ9-To Promote 
training than required to obtain the a Strong Competitive Aviation Industry" 
AMT and AMT(T) csrtifl~tes noted that the fairly simple task of 
separately. Instruction used· to satisfy· replenishing magnetic compua ftuid 
both AMT course curriculum and changing the expansion diaphragm 
requirements and AMTm trainiJ18 in a compua could be accomplished by 
program requirements would be a mechanic with no adverse effect on 
specified in the training curriculum safety. l'be commenter stated that these 
approved under part 147 foruae by the instruments must often be 5:9nt to 
aviation maintenance technician school instrument repair s~~!~ 
The approved training curricul_um alse- maintenance that m . · cs can readily 
would be required. to meet the accomplish. This action frequently 
provisions of proposed appendix A to results in increesed and unnecessary · 
part 68. · . . costs to the user and. for certain 

The proposal also wouldJ'equi..- operators, an unwarranted loss of use of 
approved training providers to provide the aircraA. 
each studem who successfully.· _ The ARAC and the FAA concur with 
completes the training prosram with a this assessment and contend that an 
statement of graduation. Thoae 'students· AMT or an AMTO, can readily, perform 
who complete only a portion of & · maintenance on horizontal-card liquid-
training program could. upon request,. filled compasses. Therefore, the FAA 
receive a record of the training proposes that an AMT or an AMT(T) be 
completed. • permitted to perform all maintenance 

Afthough the proposal would permit actions on horizontal-card liquid-filled 
training-providan to contract for compasses and that the limitations of 
services to assist in the provision of the the current rule prohibiting the 
required training, records of any such performance of repairs and alterations to 
contracts would have to be forwarded to these ~truments be removed. 
the FAA. The proposal also would 
reiterate that the training provider, not Establishment of an Aviation 
the party providing contract services.. Maintenan~ Instructor Rating 
would ultimately be responaibw fm th.- Under the provisions of the current 
conduct of the trainiq program.. rule. persons providing aviation 

The proposal would permit a trainin&· maintenance ins&ruction are not 
provider, other than a certificate holder: required to demonstrate any degree of 
operating under part 121 or pan 135, m teachins proficiency. Flight instructors 
aviation maintenante technidan school certificated under part 61 are currently 
certificated under pert 147, or a:repa.ii required to pass a knowledge test on the 
station that performs work unct... - subjects in which instruction is required 
§ 145.2(a), to retain approval fm a by S&l.185(a). These subjects include: 
period of 24 months. Because the the learning process. elements of 
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effective teaching, student evaluation testing in the administration of FAA if the individual completed a refresher 
and testing, course development, lesson examinations and, therefore. would course acceptable to the Administrator 
planning. and classroom training require that a "knowledge test" rather and appropriate to the duties of an 
techniques. Ground instructors than a "written test" be passed. aviation maintenance instructor or if the 
certificated under s1.,1.bpart I of part 61 The FAA contends that the possession Administrator determined that the 
also are required to show a practical and of an AMT certificate or an AMT(T) aviation maintenance instructor 
theoretical knowledge of the subjects for certificate is necessary to ensure the continun to meet the standards 
which a rating is sought by puaiq a buic technical proficiency of the prescribed for the issuance of the rating. 
similar knowledge test. aviation maintenance instructor. The Current rul• pertliDing to the 

Because it is necessary that the speciftc time period propoeed for the training of individuals at aviation 
subject material taught by individuals possession of eith• certificate and the maintenance technician schools 
providing aviation maintenance amount of time that the individual certificated under part t47 require 1 
instruction be c'>Dlpletely understood would be requind to have been actively instructor for each 25 students In a shop 
and adequately applied by students to engqed In the maintenance of ain:raft clau. Because the current n1le alnedy 
the maintenance problems that they will also are identic:a.l to the eligibility recognizes the importance of qualified 
eventually encounter in the aviation requirements for the iuuance of an instructors in th8118 clasNs. the FAA 
maintenance industry, the PAA. hued inspection autharization. The FM protJON9 that the best qualified 
on the ARAC's recommendation. contendt that thi1 minimum amount of providen of aviation maint9Dance 
proposes to create an avtation actual work experience is required to edw:ation be available in these classes. 
maintenance instructor ratin9 that may give the aviation maintenance instructor Proposed SS 147.23 and 147.38 would. 
be obtained by the holder of the AMT the requisite practical experience therefore. nquire that th ... instructors 
certificate or the AMTtTJ certificate. The necesaary to explain the application of also pouesa an aviation maintenance 
FAA contends that aeation of thi1 aviation maintenmce concepts instructor rating. To enable instructors 
rating would serve to enhance the satisfactorily. · at theee ICboola to acquin thu rating. 
quality of aviation maintenance The proPONCI areu of educational this nquirwment would not become 
instruction that is provided In aviation theory and lnstructicmat tec:hniquee in effective until tZ months aftu ti. 
maintenance pl'1J81'81D& This which the p101pectiY8 aviation · eft'ectmt date of the rul& 
enhancem•nt would be accomplished maintenac:w iD8tructor would.be The FAA al1e1cnotee that certaia-
by ensuring that aviation maintenanc» required to pus a knowledpbllt ue the subjecta taqbt at a'V'iatiall maintenmat 
instructors pOll8l9 not only technical same areu-that are cmnntly hllted oa · tecbnida.lCbaola dcrnat require tbe. 
profldency in the subject materiel the fundamentals of imtructiao tecbniat·lmowled&e ~ of. 
taught but also the requisite teecbins knowledp test fm the fligbtimlructm instructca who pouem ti. AMr 
competence to 8Dlll1"8 that their students and ground instructor ced:lftcate&.In: certi8cate er AMT(Tt C8ltfflcatw. 
undentand th~ material. Adoption of recopition of other tniDmt that a Themfare. the propcal would Slot 
this proposal also would quantify and prospecthe aviation mainteMDa,, · · = butructon wbo teach bate 
recognize the special skills requind of imtrw:tor could rec:aiw. which would- su jects (sac:b u mathemetic:s. physics. 
an aviation maintenance educator. and provic» pzofldency in educational basic electricity, buic hydraulics. 
would improve the imeget of aviation theory and instructional t-:bniqu-. an drawing. anfmilar IUbfectsl at AMr 
maintenance educaton and aYiation applk:mt would not be-nquired-to take school& that are certillcated und• put 
maintenance education. this test iftlut applicant p1'11H•H a 147, to obtain 8D AMTorAMT(T) 

The Blue Ribbon Panel also recopizad degrN in eduaniOll or holdt certificate' and matton mainteDanc:e 
recognized th898 defidenci& In- its a curnmt and.valid State teac:hiJII instructor ,attq. 
report. the panel noted that the certillcate iuued in the Ullitad Stat& Establwunent of Basic Compn,ncy 
instructional standards and the quallt, Under the pn,poea}. any penae Reqwwnts 'or AMT Cettillcam 
of aviation maintenance Instruction providiq or supervisln9 aviMion Holden 1' "•: 
often are questloned..It also nOllld·that · maintenance instruction within 13' 
there wu no certification. beyoad that- maadisafter the eft'ecthe daw of the - Cumtntly, S 85.79, which sets.lmth 
of a CWT8Dt mechanic certificate. rule at an aviatian maintenance the skill requinments for a meclwlic 
needed to teach in an aviation tecbnidu ICb•l c:miflcated under pert · certificate. requins an. applicant for a 
maintenance technician school 141 weuld not be nq1Wllld to pua a m-:bmic certificate to pua an oral and 
certificated under part 147. Thenlore, · kn«n!'ledse test on those subjects practical test coverln& the applicant's 
the Blue Ribbon Panel ramnuuended specified in propoMd S 88.89 to. obtain balic skill& In perfoaning practical 
that qualification. certitk:atlan. and tne aviation maintenance instructor projects covered by the written test. 
recurrent training requirements 1Je, rat1q. To retain the ability to exercise Becau,e of the complexity of c:unent 
established for instructaa who t8ICb iJa the privileget of the propoted ratin9 anct aviation maintenance opentiom. the. 
part 147 schools. m1intain a hip degree of instructional FM pro~ to establilh a broad-bued 

Under the propoaal. an appllcanl fm · proficiency, the holder would be competency 1'9qUirement fm AMT 
an aviation maintenance iutructor reqwncl.to P{OVide 300. hours of certillcate :FJiliamts under propeeec:l 
rating would be required to: hold a aviation maintlnam:e imtruction or § 88.59. w · would encomP99 m0nt 
current and valid AMT certificate or a semt u the supenilar of aviation than the skill requuements hicludecl in . 
current and valid AMTm certificate for maintenance imtructan for I period" of the cunant Npladoa. 
at least 3 yean befont applicaticm. 300 houn within the pftlCedi.ng 24 Current intarpratatiODI of the 8'dsting 
pre~t evidence that he or she bu been month,. For aviation maintenanc» resu}ation tend to emphasim the 
actively engaA&d in the mainteDallce ot instructors. holdlns an AM1'fn evaluation ofbuic skilla that solely 
aircraft for at least the 2-yeu period certificate, this instruction would not Involve tub requiring mmual 
before·application; and pass a need to be provided In transport• dexterity. Althoup m..-, of th-
knowledge ~ on Instructional· · categoryairaaft ortheiraseociated buic skill& fa invaluable, the FAA 
proficiency. The proposal recognizes the systems. Recent experience- asserts that a more comprehlfflSive level 
widespread use of compute ... basecl requi1'ementl also could be maintained of competency, hued on cwnnt 
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aviation maintenance practices. is 
required of AMTs. The proposed rule 
would expand the evaluation of AMT 
applicants to include a demonstration of 
competency in technical tasks and 
aircraft maintenance more appropriate 
to the current aviation environment and 
the certificate and ratins sought. 
Therefore. all trainins provided to an 
applicant for any certificate, ratins, or 
inspection authorization issued under 
the proposed part should be conducted 
to a proficiency-based standard 
evidenced by demonstrated competency 
to perform required tasks. 

Specification of Practical Experience 
Requirements in Hours 

The FAA propQ.Ses that the practical 
experience requirements for a mechanic 
seeking airframe and powerplant 
ratings, currently expressed in S 65.77 as 
30 months, be expressed as tha 
equivalent number of hows f5,000 
hours) in proposed § 66.57, for an 
applicant seeking the AMT certificate 
with an aircraft ratins, The FAA also 
proposes that the practical experience 
requirements for a repairman seelcing a, 
certificate, cummtly expressed as 18 
months in§ 65.101, be expressed as its 
hour equivalent of 3,000 houn in 
proposed S 66.203. for Aviation Repm 
Specialist-II (ARS-m certificat• 
applicants. 

A change to the hourly experience 
requirements would give the FAA and 
the aviation maintenance industry a. 
simpler method to measure and verify 
the amount of practical work experience 
that the individual applicant possesses. 
The proposed revision also would 
enable aviation maintenance personnel 
working in part-time positions to 
quantify their work experience more • 
easily. FAA Order 8300.10, 
"Airworthiness Inspector's Handbook," 
currently permits the practice of 
measuring part-time experienat­
requirements in hours. The proposed 
rule would expand this current practice 
by measuring part-time and full-tim._ 
experience in hows. 

The FAA, in the previous NPRM, 
proposed that all experience,. 
requirements, as stated in current 
§ 65.77; all recent experience 
requirements, as stated in current 
§ 65.83; and all eligibility requirements, 
as stated in current §65.101, be 
expressed in hours instead of months. In 
response to comments received 
detailin8 the difficulties that such a 
proposal would impoae on the ability of 
part-time aviation maintenanctt 
personnel to meet proposed recent 
experience requirements for the exercise 
of certificate privileges. the FAA 
proposes only that the practical 

experience necessary for the AMT 
certificate with the aircraft rating and 
the eligibility requirements for the AR.S­
U certificate be expressed in hours. 
Proposed recent experience 
requirements for the exercise of 
certificate privileges, however. would be 
expressed in months. 

As the proposed rule would eliminate 
the issuance of individual airframe and 
powerpla.nt ratings, the provisions 
currently stated in S 65. 77(a),. which 
require 18 months of practical 
experience, appropriate to the rating 
sought, with the procedUl88, practices, 
tools, machine tools. and equipment 
generally used in constructing... 
maintaining, or alterins airframes or 
powerplants, would be eliminated 
under the proposal. 

Establishment of a Requirement for 
Aviation Maintenance Technicians To 
Pass a Knowledge Test on All 
Applicable FAR 

Current regulations require an 
applicant for a mechanic certificate to­
pass a written test that includes the 
applicable provisions of part 43 and part 
91. Because contemporary maintenance 
operations require the applicant to 
understand certification and 
maintenance regulations other than _ 
those found solely in part 43 and part 
91, the FAA.proposuthat the 
knowledge requirements for the AMT 
certificate with an aiicraft rating require 
an applicant to pass a knowledge test on 
the applicable provisions of the. entire 
chapter. The proposal recopi%es the 
use of computer-based testing by 
replacing the term "written test" with 
"knowledge-test'.'. 

Clarification of Requiremenl To Pass All 
Knowledge Tests Bt!fon, Applyin3for the 
Oral and Practical Tests 

There bas been some confusion 
among applicants for the current 
mechanic certificate who a.re not 
enrolled at aviation maintenance 
technician schools approved UBder part 
147 with regard to the language of 
current§ 65.7S(b). The current section · 
requires an individual to pass eac::h 
section of the written test before 
applying for the oral and practical testa 
prescribed by § 6~.79. The FAA believes. 
that it is essential that the applicant 
display ,knowledse of the equipment 
and procedures to be used by the 
applicant before the oral and practical 
tests are given. The applicant mu.st 
possess adequate knowledge before 
being permitted to take the oral and 
practical tests because it is this 
knowledge that enables an applicant to 
solve practical problems and 
demonstrate the ability to perform the 

work of a certificated AMT. In . 
when taking an oral or practica. 
applicant for a certificate must I 
complex equipment; a lack of 
knowledge about the use of that 
equipment could injure the appi 
others. Therefore, the FAA has c 
the current requirement by propt 
language that would require all 
applicants for the AMT certificat, 
except students enrolled at an aV1 
maintenance technician school 
approved under part 147, to pass. 
knowledge tests before applying ft 
oral and practical tests. 

Demonstration of English-Langua~ 
Proficiency 

The proposal would require all 
applicants for an AMT certificate, 
AMT(T) certificate, or aviation repE 
specialist certificate to read, write, 
speak, and understand the English 
language. 

The current rule requires only the 
applicants desiring to exercise the 
privileg .. of current certificates witl 
the United States to comply with. 
Ensllsh-language proficiency 
requinments. It doee not specify an 
appropriate means for the applicant t 
demonstrate thia proficiency nor d08I 
provide a mechanism for the 
Administrator to isaue a certificate to 
individual who may- not meet these 
English-language proficiency 
requirements solely because of• 
medical condition. 

The proposal would require the 
applicant to demonstrate English­
language proficiency by readins and 
explaining appropriate maintenance 
publications and by writing defect and 
repair statements. This proposal. 
recognizes the highly technical nature < 
aviation maintenance in today's aviatio 
industry. Proficiency with the general 
terminology of the English language is 
not sufficient to ensure the competency 
of an FAA-certificated AMT or aviation 
repair specialist. The individual must b 
able to understand and master the 
complex and often very specialized 
language of airworthiness instructions 
and other terminology associated with 
the maintenance of highly sophisticatec 
aviatiQJl equipment. 

In addition, the current airframe, 
powerplant, and general written tests fo 
mechanics are administered in the 
English lansuage. Applicants taking 
these tests must be proficient in the 
English language to complete these 
examinations successfully. Although 
currently certificated repairmen are not 
required to take written tests, these 
individuals also work in environments 
that require more than mere proficienc:Y 
in the English language. Because the 
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FAA does not certify repairmen working 
under U.S.-certificated foreign repair 
stations and because of the need for all 
certificated repairmen to understand 
technical material written in English, 
the FAA proposes that all aviation 
repair specialists demonstrate 
proficiency in the English language. 

ln operations conducted at 
certificated U.S. air carriers, certificated 
U.S. commercial operators, and U.S.· 
certificated repair stations, the vast 
majority of technical information is 
conveyed in the English language. The 
FAA has detennined that the proposed 
rule would guarantee a level of 
competency that would ensure that an 
applicant for either certificate is able to 
use all relevant maintenance 
publications effective4'. 

The proposal also \tould revise the 
current rule to permit the Administrator 
to issue certificates to applicants who 
are deaf, hard of hearing. speech 
impaired, or possess other similar 
medical conditions, yet have a 
demonstrated proficiency in the English 
language. Under the proposal, an 
applicant could be issued a certiftcat& 
with specific limitations necessary for­
the safe maintenance, preventive 
maintenanc&, or alteration of aircraft if 
the applicant has a command of the 
English language, yet ls unable to meet 
the proposed requimnents solely 
because of a medical condition. 

The FAA also proposes that 
exceptions found in cunent SS 65.71 
and 65.101, which pennit the 
certification of mechanics and 
repairmen who are employed outside 
the United States but who are not 
proficient in the English language, be 
deleted from the proposed rule. Th~ 
FM proposes the inclusion of 
provisions in the proposed rule that 
would pennit the Administrator to 
waive compliance with the proposed 
English-language proficiency 
requirement, in certain limited 
circumstances. The waiver rrovisions 
are discussed in more detai below. 

Current holders of a mechanic 
certificate or repairman certificate who 
do not meet the English-language 
requirement but who 81'9 empl0}'9Ci 
outside the United Stat• by a 
certificated U.S. air carrier or a 
certificated U.S. repair station would 
continue to exercise the privileges of 
their certificates without a further 
showing of competency. Their­
certiflcates would remain endorsed, 
"Valid only outside the United States." 

Waiver of Specific Certificate 
Requirements 

The FAA recognizes that in certain 
distinct and special circumstances, 

deviations from compliance with the 
requirements of the FAR may be in the 
public interest. To afford the FAA with 
a means to respond rapidly to requests 
for deviations when such requests are in 
the public interest, the FAA proposes 
that certain provisions of the 
certification rules, contained in 
proposed part 66, be subject to waiver; 
The FAA has specifically identified two 
sets of circumstances where a waiver of 
the proposed certification requirements 
may be in the public interest. Therefore, 
the FAA proposes to include provisions 
in the proposed rule that would permit 
the issuance of certificates and ratings 
in deviation from the requirements of 
proposed §§68.5!(b}, 66.57, 66.201(b). 
and 66.203(b). 

Although the FAA has proposed that 
all applicants for certificates issued 
under proposed part 66 be able to read, 
write, speak, and understand English, 
the FAA recognizes that in certain 
circumstances the issuance of an AMT, 
AMT(T), or aviation repair specialist 
certificate to an individual who does not 
meet this requirement may be necessary 
to ensure the continued airworthiness of 
U.S.·registered aircraft operating outside 
the United States. Only in such limited 
instances whe1e no FM-certificated 
AMT. AMTrrl. or aviation repai, 
specialist who can read, write, speak, 
and understand English is available to 
maintain a U.S.-registered aircraft 
overseas, will the FAA consider the 
issuance of a certificate. Any certificate 
issued in accordance with the proposed 
waiver provisions would contain an 
endorsement specifying that the 
certificate is valid only outside the 
United States and that the certificate 
holder may exercise the privileges of the 
certificate only while employed by a 
specific operator or certificate holder. 
Such .restrictive endorsements would 
preclude any expansive use of the-

. certificate's privileges to perform work 
outside the United States. 

The-PAA also recognizes that 
applicants for an AMT certificate may 
complete a significant portion of the -
required training at an aviation 
maintenance technician school 
certificated under part 147 but may be 
unable to complete the remainin& 
portion of the required trainin&, Tllia· 
situation frequently occurs as a result of 
the closing ol an FAA-certificated. 
aviation maintenance technician school 
or the relocation of a student to a 
portion of the country where an aviation 
maintenance technician school 
certificated under part 147 is not readily 
available. In such circumstances, the 
proposal would pennit the FAA to issue 
an AMT certificate in deviation from the 
AMT training requirements specified in 

part 147 and, therefore. recognize an 
equivalent combination of formal 
training and work experience. The 
Administrator would, however. require 
the applicant to demonstrate 
specifically that he or she has received 
an amount of experience equivalent to 
that required oI an applicant for the 
proposed certificate who bu completed 
the training specified in part 147 for the 
issuance of the AMT certificate. 

Issuance of any certificate under these 
provisions would be based on a 
demonstrated need and a finding that 
the applicant is able to safely exercise 
the privileges of the certificate and 
rating. An applicant also would be 
required to provide evidence sufficient 
to indicate that work experience used to 
satisfy part 147 training requirements 
that have not been completed is of 
equivalent scope and detail to ensure 
proficiency in those tasks specified in 
the training curriculum. 

Recogmtion of New Testin~eth~ds 
In th& area of testing administration. 

the FAA recognizes recant · 
developments in trainin& and testing 
technology and, there~ bu proposed 
to replace the term "written test" with 
"knowledp t81t". Bec:auN the results of 
some tests, such as those from reamtly 
approved computer-baaed testing, can 
be made immediately available to the 
applicant, the FM propoees that a 
report of the knowledae test results be 
made available, u oppoted to being 
sent, to an applicant who bu taken an 
examination using computer-based 
testins, 

Replacement of Lost or Destroyed 
Certificatn by Facsimile or Telegram 
• The proposal would revise current 

procedures by permitting an airman 
who has lost a certificate issued under 
proposed part 66 to request a facsimile 
of the certificate from the FAA as 
confirmation of the certificate's original 
issuance. The proposal also would 
allow any request to the FAA to be 
made by facsimile and would permit the 
FAA to send directly to the ainnan a 
facsimile that the airman may carry as 
proof of the original certificate's 
issuance, for •period not to exceed 90 
days. Adoption of the proposed changes 
would make the rule consistent with 
current practices implemented by the 
Airman Certificatiqn Branch (A VN-460) 
at the Aviation Standards National Field 
Office in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. 
Current regulations specify the use of 
telegrams only and limit their validity to 
a 60-day period. · 

The proposed use of facsimiles. in 
addition to telegrams, reflects 
advancements in communications 
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,echnology and would speed access to 
F ,-\.\ services by permitting the use of 
other means. such as telephone 
facsimile or computer modem, to obtain 
a replacement certificate. The use of 
these means would speed the 
replacement of a lost certificate to an 
airman, thereby decreasing the time 
during which an airman may not 
exercise the privileges of a certificate or 
rating. Increasing the period of validity 
of telegrams and facsimiles used as 
proof of certification also would 
decrease the possibility of a certificate 
holder having to make any additional 
request for a replacement certificate. 
Similar provisions are-under 
consideration for adoption in other parts 
of the FAR. 

Extension of th~ Uurotion of an 
Inspection Authorization. 

Under the proposed rule. the duration 
of an inspection authorization would be­
extended, from the current. 12.·month 
period endins in March of each year, to 
a 24°month period endinit on the last 
day of the 24th month after the date of 
issuance of the inspection authorization. 
Extending- the duration of the inspection 
authorization would make tM 
authorizatiae consistent with FAA 
practices regarding the issuance. of other­
renewable certificates. such as.the flight 
instructor-certificat111 A 2.4-month. 
renewal cycle-wouldrelieve the public 
of a significaru. regulatory burden and 
FAA Flight Standards District Offices of 
a considerable administrative burden, 
without compromising safety. 
Modifying the existing training and 
recent experience requirements to 
coincide with the adoption of a 2.4-
month renewal cycle would give 
holders greater flexibility in meeting 
regulatory requirements. 

Granting of Inspection Authori:zatien. 
Privileges Based·on the Type of 
Technician Certificate Held byan 
Applicant 

In view of the creation of tha. 
proposed AMT and AMT(T) certificates. 
the FAA proposes to delineate the 
privileges and limitations of the 
inspection authorization in a manner 
similar to that provided for by the AMT 
and AMT(T) certificates. Under the 
current rule. the FAR. sections. 
pertaining to the issuance of an 
inspection authorization are found in 
subpart B of part 65, which pertains 
solely to currently certificated 
mechanics. With the creation of the new 
certificates, the holder of an AMT 
certificate or the holder of an AMT(T) 
certificate can apply for an inspection 
authorization. The FAA, therefore. 
proposes to create a new subpart, solely 

applicable to the issuance of inspection 
authorizations to holders of either AMT 
or AMT(T) certificates. The FAA 
contends that the retention of the 
current regulatory structure for 
inspection authorization privileges and 
limitations, which is based on the 
possession of a single certificate, would 
be inconsistent with a certification 
structure that provides for two different 
types of certificates with different 
privileges and limitations. 

An inspection authorization holder's 
privileges would be dependent on the 
privileges of the type of certificate held 
by the individual possessing the 
inspection authorization. Under the 
proposal, the privileges of an individual 
possessing an inspection authorization 
and holding a current and valid AMT(T) 
certificate with an aircraft rating would 
not be any different from.the privileges 
of the holder of an inspection 
authorization possessing a cummt and 
valid mechanic certificate with airframe 
and powerplant ratings u specified ill 
current§ 65.93. 

An individual possessing an. 
inspection authorization witlran AMT 
certificate that bas an ai.raaft. rating; 
however. would no& be permitted to 
approve aircraft certificated unde• put 
25 or part 29 for retum to service after. . 
the completicm..of a major repair or 
alteration. This individual also would · 
not be permitted to perform an annual 
inspection nor to perform or supervis&­
an annual inspection on any aircraft 
certificated unde1- part 25 or part 29. 

The generaleligi'bility requirements 
for an individual holding an AMT or 
AMT{T) certificate to obtain an 
inspection awhorization would be the 
same as those.specified under the 
current rule, with the exception that an_ 
individual seeking the more 
comprehensive priYilegM conhrrred on. 
the holder of an inspection 
authorization with an AMT(T) 
certificate- would be mquired. to saUsfy 
all eligibility requirements threugh tha 
perfonnance of work on ain:raft 
certificated under part.25 or part 29, or 
on the airframes, aircraft engines, 
propellers. appliances. components. or 
parts of these aircraft. An individual­
intending to obtain these inspection · 
authorization privileges-would be 
required to have been actively engaged­
in this type of work for 2 years before 
application far the authorization and 
possess a cunent and valid AMT(l') 
certificate for at least 3 years before, 
application. Current eligibility · 
requirements and proposed eligibility 
requirements for the issuance of an 
inspection authorization to the holder of 
a mechanic certificate only require that 
the applicant have been actively 

engaged in the maintenance of an 
of aircraft for 2 years before the de 
application and hold a current arn 
mechanic certificate for a period o 
least 3 years. Essentially. the prop1 
would require that an individual 
intending to exercise the approval 
return-to-service privileges of an 
inspection authorization with respt 
aircraft certificated under part ZS 01 
29 obtain the requisite experience f, 
the inspection authorization throug. 
maintenance of aircraft certificated. 
under these parts. An AMT(T) with 
inspection authorization who does r, 
meet this requirement but meets the 
requirements for the holder of a AM 
certificate with an· inspection 
authorization would be permitted to 
exercise the privileges of the holder c 
an AMT certificate with an inspectio1 
authorization. 

Renewal requirements would not 
change under the proposed rule, with 
the exception that an individual 
possessing an AMT(T) certificate who 
intends te obtain an inspection 
authorization and exercise tha comple· 
range of privileges available under the 
authorization muat perform the requisi 
inspections on: aircraft certificated. 
under part 25 or part 29. 

Because the-inapection authorization 
has become the subject.of a separate 
subpart, references to the inspection. 
authorization in.Subpart A " General 
have now been included in the 
proposed rule. Inclusion of refenmcas to 
the inspection authorization. in thi,s_ 
subpart would not affect any current 
privileges or limitations of an inspection 
authorizatioD. 

Requiring Applicants for the Inspttt:tion 
Authorization To Complettl'arr: 
Inspection Authorization Refresher 
Course Befors Their Initial Application 

The pi:opgsel would establish a .. 
requirement that all applicants for an., 
inspection authoriz.atioa succassfu.lly 
complete an inspection authorization 
refresher course.du.ring the 12..months · 
before application for-an inspection. 
authorization. The current rule does not 
impose this requirement. Current 
renewal options available to the holder 
of an inspection authorization permit 
the holdttt to renew tha inspection 
authorization indefinitely without 
having attended an inspection­
authorizatfon refresbsr coursa-. 
Therefore, the holder ef a current· 
inspection authorization may have · 
never attended an inspection 
authoi:ization refresher 'Course. 

FAA surveys indicate that 
standardization of inspection 
procedures and the proper completion 
and submission of required 
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documentation are consistent problems 
among holders of inspection 
authorizations. Successful completion 
of an inspection authorization refresher 
course before initial application would 
ensure that all future holders of an 
inspection authorization wel'9 
instructed. in the uniform interpretation 
of regulatory and advisory material 
before exercising the privileges of the 
inspection authorization. 

Expansion of Inspection Authorization 
Renewal Options 

The proposal would pennit the holder 
of an inspection authorization to use a 
combination of annual inspections, 
inspections of major repain or major 
alterations, and complete prosressive 
inspections to satisfy thlt renewal 
requirements for the inspection 
authorization. Such a provision would 
give the holder of an inspection 
authorization much greater ftexibjlity in 
meetiJll renewal requirements. To 
facilitate the combination of these 
inspections with other inspection 
periods currently designated. in months 
for the purpose of certificate renewal, 
the proposal would change the currently 
specified. 90-day perioda for inspectiou 
to 3-month periods. 

Notice No. 94-27 proposed that the 
holder of an inspection authorization be 
permitted. to u. participation in curnnt 
inspection programs, which are 
recommended. by the manufacturer, or 
other inspection programs established. 
by the registered owner or operator 
under §91.409(1)(3) or (4), to satisfy 
renewal requirements. This proposal is 
not being included in this NPRM. 
Although the experience gained through 
participation in such inspection 
programs may be commensurate with 
the experience currently accepted to 
obtain the inspection authorization 
renewal, an inspection authorization is 
not required to participate in these· 
inspection programs. The FAA deems it 
inappropriate to permit the bolder of an 
inspection authorization to UM 
participation in an inspection propam 
that does not requile an inspection 
authorization u a mlllDI (and possibly 
the sole means) of satisfyiq inspection 
authorization renewal requiraments. 

Under the current regulation, the 
holder of an inspection authorization 
may renew the inspection authorization 
by attending and successfully 
completing a refresher course, 
acceptable to the Administrator, of not 
less than 8 houn during the lZ·month 
period preceding the application for 
renewal. The previously published. 
NPRM would permit the holder to 
renew an inspection authorization by 
attending and succesafully completing a 

refresher course, or series of courses, 
acceptable to the Administrator, of not 
less than 16 hours during the proposed 
24-month period preceding the 
application for renewal. The FAA 
considered modifying the previously 
published NPRM to permit the holder to 
renew the inspection authorization by 
successfully completin9 an a-hour 
course of instruction during the 
expanded. 24-month renewal period. 
Comments made on this proposal by the 
ARAC on air carrier/general aviation 
maintenance issues, however, indicated. 
that acceptance of this change would 
effectively halve the amount of 
recurrent training that the bolder of an 
inspection authorization would receive 
when renewing the inspection 
authorization through the use of this 
option. After reviewing the ARAC's 
concems, the FAA has determined. that 
completion of a 16-hour inspection 
authorization refresher course, OI' series 
of counes, acceptable to the 
Administrator, during the expanded. 
renewal period is necessary to p~vide 
a level of recurrent training equivalent 
to that currently required of individuals 
seeking to renew an inspection 
authorization through die u. of this 
training option. Thenfore, this NPRM 
retains the language of the earlier 
proposal. 

Redni,nation ofth• Tenn "Repairman" 
In view of the specialized nature of 

aviation maintenanC8tub performed. 
by currently certificated. repairman, the 
FAA proposes that the term "aviation 
repair specialist" replece the term 
"repairman". The FAA contends that 
the term "aviation repair specialist" 
more accurately reflects the level of 
expertise required to maintain today's 
highly complex aviation systems. In 
addition, the use of the term "aviation 
repair specialist" would serve to 
increase the level of professionalism· 
among aviation maintenance personnel 
Adoption of the term would also be 
consistent with the FAA's policy of 
implementing gender-neutral 
regulations. The term "aviation repair 
specialist" would be used to describe 
the three types of aviation repair 
specialist certificates that could be 
issued under the proposal: (1) the 
aviation repair specialist certificate 
issued on the basis of proficiency in a 
designated. specialty area (ARS-0, (2) 
the aviation repair specialist certificate 
issued on the basis of employment 
(ARS-W, and (3) the aviation repair 
specialist certificate issued to 
experimental aircraft builden (ARS-ID). 

The aviation repair specialist 
certificate issued on the basis of 
employment fARS-W would be the 

equivalent of the current repairman 
certificate, and the aviation repair 
specialist certificate issued to 
experimental aircraft builders (ARS-111) 
would be the equivalent of the current 
repairman certificate-experimental 
aircraft builder. 

The aviation repair specialist 
certificate would not be issued to 
holden of the AMT or AMT(T) 
certificate because an AMT or AMT(T) 
certificate holder does not requile an 
aviation repair specialist certificate to 
exercise approval for return-to-service 
authority. However, the AMT or 
AMT(T) may still require additional 
training to obtain the necessary 
competency to perform work on certain 
items and to approve these items for 
return to service. Completion of training 
equivalent to that required for the 
issuance of an aviation repair specialist 
certificate in a designated. specialty area 
(ARS-0 would provide an AMT or 
AMT(T) with the qualiflcatiooa 
necessary to perform work in that 
specialty area and would also serve u 
an indication that an AMT or AMT(T) 
p0118118S the qualificaticma neceuary to 
exercise approval for return-to-service 
privileges in the specialty arN. 

Establishment of an Ariation Repair 
Specialm Catificate Based on 
Proficiency in Dni,nated Specialty 
Areas That May Be Issued Independent 
of Employment 

Currently, an applicant for a 
repairman certificate (with the 
exception of those issued to 
experimental aircraft builders) is 
required to poaseu the ability to 
perform the specific task for which he 
or she is employed and to obtain the 
recommendation of the-certificated 
repair station, commercial operator, or 
air carrier by which that individual is 
employed.. A repairman is not currently 
required to meet any uniform national 
standard for the specific discipline in 
which the individual performs work. 

Extensive study by the Part 65 
Working Group bu indicated. that the 
inaeuingly complex nature of aviation 
maintenance requiles that an individual 
who performs work in certain 
specialized ,pd hillh.ly technical areas 
should meet formal standardized 
qualifications. The ARAC concurred 
with the Bndinp of the Part 65 Working 
Group in this matter and bu made this 
recommendation to the FAA. The FAA 
accepts the ARAC recommendation and 
prop0181 to issue an aviation repair 
specialist certificate based on 
proficiency in designated specialty 
areu. The qualiflQtions for th• 
issuance of this proposed certificate 
would be based on nationally and 
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intemattonaily recognized standards 
(developed by the aviation maintenance 
industry) that the FAA considers 
essential for the performance of work in 
a highly specialized area. The FAA 
currently proposes to issue aviation 
repair specialist certificates with ratings 
based on proficiency in the areas of 
nondestructive inspection (NDI), 
composite structure repair, metal 
structure repair, and aircraft electronics. 
Although the FAA has defined a 
number of specialty areas, additional 
specialty areas are under consideration 
(such as glider and hot air balloon 
repair), and new and previously 
unknown disciplines also may emerge 
as specialty areas as technology 
advances. Therefor&, additional 
certificates and ratings, issued by the 
Administrator, that recognize 
proficiency in these areas may be 
established later. 

As a result of meeting these 
established qualifications, the proposal 
would permit the holder of an aviation 
repair specialist certificate issued on the 
basis of proficiency in a designated 
specialty area (ARs-1) to retain the 
certificate independent of employment 
by a certificated repair station. 
commercial operator, or air carrier. 
However, an individual intending to 
exercise the privileges of the proposed. 
ARs-I certificate would only be 
permitted to perform those tasks for 
which the individual is certificated 
while employed by a certificated repair 
station, commercial operator. or air 
carrier, because approval for return·to­
service authority would continue to rest 
with the employer, not the ARs-1 
certificate holder. 

The proposed certificate would be 
issued directly to the applicant and 
would not be held by an aviation 
maintenance organization, as is the 
practice with the current repairman 
certificate. Therefore, the individual 
could leave the employment of any of 
these organizations and retain the 
certificate. However, the individual 
would not be able to exercise the 
privileges of the certificate until he or 
she had obtained a position with 
another certificated repair station, 
commercial operator, or air carrier. 
Accordingly, an A.RS-I who is an 
independent contractor to a certificated· 
repair station, commercial operator. or­
air carrier-would not be-permitted to 
exercise the privil~es of the certificate. 

Because the holder of the proposed 
certificate would have demonstrated a 
recognized level of proficiency to obtain 
the proposed certificate, the FAA 
contends that it would be unnecessary 
for the applicant to reapply for the 
certificate every time the individual 

changes his or her place of employment. 
Therefore, the certificate would remain 
valid until surrendered, suspended, or 
revoked. 

The proposed ARS-I certificate would 
require the completion of an approved 
training course or program in the 
specialty area sought. This training and 
certification would ensure the technical 
competency of the individual. It would 
no longer be necessary for an employer 
to recommend an individual to perfonn 
work similar to that performed for a 
previous employer. An individual 
would obtain this new certificate by 
submitting evidence, acceptable to the 
Administrator, that demonstrates 
satisfactory completion of an approved 
aviation repair specialist training course 
for a rating in a designated specialty 
area or, before 12 months after the 
effective date of the rule, evidence of the 
ability to perform those tasks 
appropriate to the certificate and rating 
souAAt. Evidence of the ability to 
perform tasks appropriate to the rating . 
sought could consist of a current 
repairman certificate with a rating that 
requires an applicant to possess a level 
of competency .equivalent to that 
required for the iuuance of an ARS-1 
certificate in one of the designated 
specialty areas (e.g., a repairman 
certificate with an NDI rating}. However, 
the- holder of a repairman certificate 
who provides evidence of competency 
in a specific area· of technical expertise 
that is not equivalent to that required for 
an ARs-I certificate in a designated 
specialty area would need to provide 
additional evidence to indicate 
competency in the designated area. The 
FAA also notes that an individual 
possessing a mechanic certificate with 
an airframe rating would not need to 
apply for an ARS-1 certificate as the 
privileges of the aviation repair 
specialist certificate would be 
encompassed in the privileges of the 
current mechanic certificate. 

To ensure that an ARS-l certificate 
holder remains qualified to perform the 
tasks appropriate to the designated 
specialty area in a rapidly changing 
aviation maintenance environment, the 
proposal would require the holder to 
meet the current qualifications and 
proficiency requirements for the 
issuance of the. certificate and rating in 
the designated specialty area. This 
requirement would be met through 
training to a proficiency-based standard 
evidenced by demonstrated competency 
to perform required tasks, and not · 
through completion of a specified 
number of hours of training. The holder 
of both the ARs-1 certificate and the 
ARS-II certificate also would be 
afforded the opportunity to meet this 

requirement through participatio 
training programs administered b 
part 145 repair station, commerci, 
operator, or air carrier by which tl 
individual is employed. Because t 
proposed ARS-1 certificate would 
issued directly to an applicant, the 
proposal also would revise those g 
provisions of subpart A to include 
appropriate references to this new 
certificate. 

Although the FAA considered 
establishing a certification structun 
would have eliminated the issuancE 
specialized certificates, the FAA 
contends that a certification structw 
that includes aviation repair speciali 
certificates is more appropriate. The 
FAA contends that the complex natu 
of current aviation maintenance 
technology requires the retention anc 
training of individuals who are highl_ 
trained in technical specialties of a 
nam,w scope. The retention of such 
highly trained individuals ensures tht 
highest level of safety in the 
maintenanca of complex components. 
The implementation of the proposed 
certification structure also ensures the 
continued existence of aviation 
maintenance personnel who have a 
more broad-based level of technical 
experti• and are able to assess the 
integrity of the various systems and 
components within an aircraft and 
approve an ain::raft for return to service 
(AMT and AMT(T)). It also ensures the 
continued existence of aviation · 
maintenance personnel trained in 
highly specialized areas of aviation 
maintenance (ARs-1, ARs-II, ARs-ill). 
A certification structure containing a 
generalized certificate with approval for 
return-to-service privileges and a 
certificate indicative of proficiency in 
the more technical areas of aviation 
maintenance has been retained. 

Notification of Change of Address for 
the Continued Exercis& of Certificate 
Privileges 

Current§ 65.21 requires mechanics 
and repairmen to notify the FAA of a 
change of permanent address within 30 
days. Although the current rule requires 
that an airman issued a certificate under 
this part.provide such a notification, the 
airman may, under the current rule, 
continue to exercise the privileges of the 
certificate even if he or she fails to make 
the notification. 

Pilots, lilc.e other individuals issued 
certificates under this part, also are · 
required to notify the FAA of a change 
of their permanent address within 30 
days. However, pilots may not continue 
to exercise the privileges of the­
certificate if they fail to comply with 
existing notification requirements. 
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Recent FAA experience in using 
current address infonnation records to 
_ provide infonnation of concern to 
mechanics has indicated that current 
FAA records are inadequate to locate a 
significant percentage of certificate 
holders. Many of the notices- sent to 
aviation maintenance personnel were 
returned to the FAA and were marked 
as being undeliverable. Because the 
FAA may periodically need to 
disseminate critical safety information 
rapidly to all aviation maintenance 
personnel, it is extremely important that 
the FAA have current addreu 
information for all certificate holders. 

The FAA contends that current efforts 
to increase the level of.professionalism 
in the aviation maintenance industry 
and to ensure that the FAA can rapidly 
notify aviation maintenance personnel 
of important safety-related matters 
warrant including in the proposal a 
provision that would prohibit the holder 
of any certificate issued under this part 
from exercising the privileges of the 
certificate if its holder did not comply 
with current notification requirements 
upon a change of permanent addnu. 
The FAA contends that, by withdrawing 
certificate privileges flom a person who 
fails to comply with this requirement, a 
holder of a certificate issued under this -
part will be more diligent in complying 
with the essential requirement of 
notifying the FAA of his or her current 
address. 

Testing of AMT Applicants by 
Designated Aviation Maintenance 
Technician Schools 

Under the provisions of current 
§ 61.7l(b), the FAA permits certaill pilot 
schools certificated under part 141 to 
test pilot applicants on the aeronautical 
knowledge and skill required to obtain 
certificates issued under part 81 without 
further testing by an FAA or FAA· 
designated pilot examiner. The FAA 
proposes to enact similar provisions for 
the testing of aviation maintenance 
personnel. 

The proposal would permit m 
individual who bu puaed all 
applicable knowledge tests in the 

_ prescribed period and who bu applied 
for an AMT certificate within 90 days 
after graduation from certain aviation 
maintenance technicim schoola to be 
considered u meeting the specific 
experience and competency 
requirements for the certificate, without 
further testing. Only those aviation 
maintenance technician schools 
certificated under part 147 and 
specifically authorized by the 
Administrator to test applicants on the 
experience and competency 
requirements for the AMT certificate 

would be able to conduct the testing 
necessary to satisfy the requirements of 
the proposal. 

The proposal would provide 
applicants for an AMT certificate with 
an additional means to complete the 
required testing for the certificate. It also 
would expedite the certificationrocesa 
for qualified AMT applicants an 
reduce testin11 costs for the applicant. 

In its review of the certification 
requirements for aviation maintenance 
personnel, the FAA also considered 
permitting graduates of certain aviation 
maintenance schools approved b.y 
Transport Canada to use trainiq 
received at those schools toward 
completion of the training requirements 
for the issuance of an AMT certificate. 
The FAA hu not included this proposal 
in this notice; however, the FAA 
contends that such a proposal could be 
readily implemented after the 
conclusion of a Bilateral Aviation Safety 
Agreement (BASA) with-Canada. 

The FAA specifically solicits 
comments on includina provisions in 
proposed part 86 that would permit 
graduates of certain aviation 
maintenance schools approved by 
Transport Canada to use trainin9 
received at those schools towud. 
completion of the training requirements 
for the issuance of an AMT certificate. 
Based on the comments received, thtt 
FAA may adopt such provisions in a 
final nale. 

Removal of Gender-Specific Terms 
In accordance with the FAA's policy 

of implementing gender-neutral 
regulations and maintainins conformity 
with other recently revised certification 
regulations that are now gender neutral 
and in view of the inaeued role of 
women in the aviation maintenaaat 
profauion. the FAA proposes to 
eliminate all gender-specific references 
that apply to aviation maintenance 
personnel from proposed part 68. These 
changes are ntflected in the proposed 
amendment; however, specific changes 
are not listed in the section-by-section 
analysis. 

and a more expansive use of the term 
"person." These changes are noted in 
the section-by·section analysis and do 
not affect the substantive provisions of 
the proposed rule unless specifically 
noted. 

Sectioa-by-Sectioa Aaalym 

Part 65 Certification: Air Traffic Control 
Tower Op11rators. Aircraft Dispatch11rs, 
and Parachute Riggen 

Under the proposal. the title of part 65 
would be amended to reflect the 
removal of subpart D (Mechanics) and 
subpart E (Re~en) from this part. 
The proposed title of part 65 would 
specifically list only those airmen 
whose certification would continue to 
be regulated by this part. The current 
title of part 85 would be changed from 
"Certification: Airmen Other Than 
Flight Crewmembers'" to "Certification: 
Air· Traffic Control Tower Operators, 
Aircraft Dispatchers, and Parachute 
Riggen.'' 

Section 65.J Applicability 
Sectioo- 85.1 cu,mmtly states that part 

85 is applicabJ. to air traffic control 
tower operators, aircraft dispatchers. 
mecbaoiat, repunnen, and panchute 
rigers. Under the proposal. the 
certification of all aviation maintenance 
personnel would be J'98Ulated by part 
6&. The proposal would revise-S 85.1 by 
limitinrl the applicability of this part to 
air traffic control tower operaton, 
aircraft dispatchers, and panchute 
riggers. 

Section 65.3 {ReSllrved] 
Section 85.3 preacribea th& 

certification requirements for foreilJD 
mechanics. Because the proposal would 
place the certification of aviation 
maintenance personnel under part 86, 
this section would be removed from part 
65 and reserved. An equivalent section, 
§ 88.3, is proposed for inclusion in 
proposed part 68. -

Section 65.11 Application and Issu11 
Current §85.ll(c) prohibits a person 

whose mechanic certificate is 
suspended to apply for any rating to be 

Editorial Changes added to that certificate during the 
To promote consistency between this period of suipension. and current 

proposed rule and the t~ology used § 85.U(d)(Z) prohibita a person whose 
in current regulations, the proposal repairman or mechanic certificate is 
requires a number of editorial changes. revoked from app,lying for either kind of 
Such changes include. but are not . certificate for 1 year after the date of 
limited to, the use of the term "airframe.. revocation. unlesa the order of 
airaaft engine. propeller, appliance, revocation provides otherwise. Because 
component. or part" in those instances the proposal would place the _ 
where the term "related appliance or certification of all aviation maintenance 
part" is used; inclusion of the terms personnel under proposed part 68, that 
"cert.ificate," "rating.'' or portion of§ 65.1 l(c) that refers to the 
"authorization" where one or more suspension of mechanic certificates and 
tenns have been inadvertently omitted; § 85. l l(d)(2) in its entirety would be 
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removed from part 65. The provisions of 
these paragraphs would be included in 
proposed§ 66.5 (cl andjd). 

Section 65.15 Duration of Certificates 

Proposed § 65.15 would remove the 
reference to the repairman certificate 
found in current paragraph (a}. As the 
provisions of current paragraph (b) 
apply only to the repainnan certificate, 
this paragraph also would be removed. 
Its provisions would be found in 
proposed § 66.9. The remaining- -
provisions of current puagraphs (a) and 
(cl would be retained in proposec:l 
paragraphs (a} and (b). 

Part 65, Subpart D and Subpart ff, 
§§ 65.71 Through 6~.105 {Reserved] 

The proposal would completely 
remove subpart O (Mechanics), 
consisting of§§ 65.71 through.65.95, 
and subpart E (Repairmen), consisting of 
§§65.101 through 65.105, from part 65· 
and would 89tablish subpart R (Aviatioa 
MaintenanarTechnicians), subpartC 
(Aviation Maintenance Technicians. 
(Transport)), subpart D (Inspection 
Authomations), and subpart.E. _ 
(Aviation Repair Specialists} under part-
66. The new subparts would be based 
on the- subparts ·currently found in part 
65. 

Part 66 Certification: Aviation 
Maintenance Personnel 

Under the proposal. a new part 66 
prescribing the certification 
requirements solely for aviation 
maintenance personnel would be. 
created. Part 66 would include subpart 
A (General), subpart B {Aviation 
Maintenance Technicians). subpart C 
(Aviation Maintenance Technicians 
(Transport}), subpart O (Inspection 
Authorizations), and subpart E 
(Aviation Repair Specialista). Proposed 
subpart A (General) would be based on 
part 65, subpart A. and modified to. -
address regulatory concarna applicable 
to AMfs. AMrms. and aviation repair­
specialists. Proposed subparts B, C, and 
D would be based OD part 65, subpart O; 
and proposed subpart E would be based 
on part 65, subpart E. The proposal 
would establish the new part under the 
title "Certification: Aviation 
Maintenance Personnel." 

Section 66.1 Applicability 

Proposed § 66-.1 sets forth the 
applicability of part 66. This proposed 
section is based on current § 65.1. This 
section would limit the applicability of 
tll'is new part to AMfs. AMf(T)s, 
holders of inspection authorizations, 
and aviation repair specialists. 

Section 66.3 Certification of Foreign 
Aviation Maintenance Personnel 

Proposed § 66.3 prescribes the 
certification requirements for foreign 
AMfs and AMT(T)s. Because the 
proposal would not preclude foreign 
individuals from obtaining these 
proposed certificates, this section would 
refer to both subpart B and subpart C.. 
the proposed subpam that list the 
certiflc:ation requirements for theta 
certificates. The proposed section is 
based on current § 65.3. There are no 
substantive differenCM between 
proposed§ 61.l and cummt S 65.3. 

Section 68.s· Application and Issue 

Proposed §66.5 prescribes die 
application and.issWUlCe procedures for 
a certificate and ratings under this pan.. 
This proposed section is based on 
current §65..11. There-are no substantive 
differences between paragraphs (a) and­
(b) of the pro~ section and cunent 
§ 6!'.11, except for the inclusion ofa 
reference to the inspection authorization 
and the replacement of the term 
"written test,. with "knowledp test" in 
proposed pan.graph {a}. Propoted­
paragrapbs (c}.ana (d) would differ from 
current S ss.11 (c) and (d) byth~ 
removal of referenCIIS to. air traffic 
control tower operaton, aircraft.· 
dispatchers, and parachute riggers, and 
the inclusion of referencer to AMTs,. 
AMT(T)s, and aviation. repair· 
specialists. Paragraph (c) of the 
proposed rule woufd include a refel'8DC8 
to aviation repair specialists because the 
proposed ARS-1 certificate, unlike the 
current repairman certificate, would be 
issued with ratinsa based on proficiency 
in designated specialty areas. 

Sectiorr till.7 Temporary Certificata. 
Proposed § 68.7 is based on C1U'T8m 

§ 65.13 and refers to the isswmc8-of­
temporary-certificat81. This section. 
would be revised to reflectcurreat 
practices by indicating that an 
applicant's qualifications, and not 
merely the application and. 
supplementary documents submitted by 
the applicant, would be subject to 
review. 

Section 66.9 Duration of Certificates 
Proposed § 66. 9 is based on current 

§65.15 and establishes the duration of 
certificates issued under this part. 
Paragraph (a) of proposed § 66.9 would 
include the proposed AMT certificate. 
AMT(T) certificate, aviation repair 
specialist certificate issued on the basis 
of proficiency in a designated specialty 
area (ARs-1), and aviation repair 
specialist certificate issued to an 
experimental aircraft builder {ARs-ill) 
among those certificates that are 

effective until surrendered, suspended. 
or revoked. The proposed rule corrects 
an earlier omission by including 
aviation repair specialist certificates 
issued to experimental aircraft builders 
(ARS-IIIJ among those certificates that 
are effective until surrendered~ 
suspended, or revoked. Proposed 
paragraph {b} does-not change the intent 
of current § 65. lS(b) and would state 
that an aviation repair splilcialist 
certificat• issued on the basis of 
employment (ARS-11) remaills effective 
until the holder is relieved from the 
duties for which the holder wu 
employed and certificated: Proposed 
paragrsph (c) retains the current 
requirement fora holder to retum to the 
AdministratGr a certificate that has been 
suspended, revcilted, or is no longer 
effectiv .. 

S«tion 86.11 Display of Certificate 
Proposed §66.11 is based on cmrem­

§§ 65.89 and 65.105, which prescribe 
the display ef mechanic and repairman 
certificates. The proposal would 
consolidate the certificate displaJ 
requirements for all certificates under · 
one section within part 66. There would 
be no substantive changes to current 
certificate display n,quiremen.ta. 

Section 66.13 Chanp of Namt1: 
Replacement of Last or Destrayed 
Certificat.-

Proposed S 66.13 is based on current 
§85.16 and wouidrevise cummt 
procedures by permitting an amnan 
who has lost a certificate issued under 
part 6& to request a facsimile of the 
certificate- from thw FAA as confirmation 
of the. certificate's original issuance. 
This proposed seaion &lilO would allow 
any request to the FAA to-be made by 
facsimile and would permit the FAA to 
send directly to the ainnan. a telegram 
or facsimile that may be ca.med by the 
ainnan, for a period not to exceed 90 
days, as proof of the original certificate's 
issuance. 

S«tion 66.15 Change of Address 
Proposed§ 66.15 is based on current 

§ 65.21 and would revise current 
requirements by prohibiting the holder 
of any certificate issued under this part 
from exercising the privileges of the 
certificate if the holder has not notified 
the FAA of a change in permanent 
mailing address within 30 days. 

Section 66.11· Periodic Registration 
Proposed § 68.17 would require that 

the holder of an AMT certificate or 
AMT(T) certificate notify the FAA of his 
or her current mailing address before 
the last day of the 12th calendar month 
after the effective date of the rule and 
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before the last ciay of each -18-calendar­
month period thereafter. 

The proposal would not require these 
certificate holders to comply with this 
requirement if the holder has, within 
the same 12- or 48-calendar·month 
period for which a notification was 
required, provided this information to 
the FAA through the issuance of a 
certificate. rating. inspection 
authorization, or airman medical 
certificate, or through compliance with 
proposed § 66.13 or§ 66.15. Any 
certificate holder failing to comply with 
this requirement would be prohibited 
from exercising the privileges of the 
certificate until the required notification 
had been made. . 
Section 66.19 Applications, 
Certificates. Logbooks. Reports, and 
Records: Falsification. Reproduction, or 
Alternation; Section 66.21 Tests: 
General Procedure: Section 66.23 
Knowledge Tests: Cheating or Other 
Unauthorized Conduct: Section 66.25 
Retesting After Failure: Section 66.27 
Offenses Involving Alcohol or Drugs; 
and Section 66.29 Refusal To Submit to 
a Drug or Alcohol Test 

Proposed§§ 66.19, 66.21. 66.23, 
66.25. 66.27, and 66.29 are based on 
current §§65.20, 65.17, 65.18, 65.19, 
65.12, and 65.23, respectively. These 
sections refer to the falsification, 
reproduction. or alteration of 
documents; general test procedures: 
cheating or other unauthorized conduct 
on knowledge tests; retesting after 
failure; offenses involving alcohol or 
drugs; and the refusal to submit to a 
drug or alcohol test. The only 
substantive difference between the 
proposed sections for part 66 and 
current corresponding sections in part 
65 is the inclusion of specific provisions 
indicating the applicability of these 
sections to holders of inspection 
authorizations and the replacement of 
the term "written test" with "knowledge 
test" in proposed §§ 66.23 and 66.25. 

Section 66.31 Waivers: Policy and 
Procedures 

Proposed§ 66.31 would describe the 
policy and procedures that would 
govern the issuance of certificates and 
ratings in deviation from the airman 
certification rules set forth in proposed 
§§66.5l(b), 66.57, 66.201(b), and 
66.203(b). The proposed section would 
indicate that the Administrator may 
issue certificates and ratings in 
deviation from these sections if the 
Administrator finds that the holder can 
safely exercise the privileges of the 
certificate and rating. Requests for 
issuance of a certificate or rating in 
accordance with this section would be 

required to be submitted to the FAA 
National Headquarters, Flight Standards 
Service. 

Part 66, Subpart B Aviation 
Maintenance Technicians 

The structure of part 66, subpart B. is 
based on the current structure of part 
65, subpart 0. Under the proposed rule, 
the title of part 68, subpart B, would be 
"Aviation Maintenance Technicians." 

Section 66.51 Eligibility Reqwrements: 
General 

Proposed§ 66.51 is based on the 
current §65.71. The language of 
proposed paragraph Cb) differs from 

· current§ 65.71 by not only requiring an 
applicant for an AMT certificate to read, 
write, speak, and understand the 
Englishlanguage,asiscurrently 
required, but also by requiring the 
applicant to demonstrate this 
knowledge by reading and explaining 
appropriate maintenance publications 
and by writing defect and repair 
statements. The proposal also differs 
from the current section in that it would 
include a provision for the 
Administrator to place such limitations 
on an applicant's certificate as are 
necessary for the safe maintenance, 
preventive maintenance, or alteration of 
aircraft if the applicant is unable to meet 
any of these requirements because of 
medical reasons. The proposal also 

. would eliminate the issuance of 
certificates to.individuals who cannot 
meet these requirements and are 
employed solely outside the United 
States by a U.S. air carrier. 

The proposal would retain current 
requirements to pass all required tests 
within 24 months and to comply wi-th 
any additional eligibility requirements 
for any rating sought. 

Section 66.53 Ratings 

Proposed § 66.53 would establish that 
aircraft and aviation maintenance 
instructor ratings would be issued under 
subpart.a. 

Section 66.55 Aircraft Rating: 
Knowledge Requirements 

Proposed § 66.55 would establish the 
knowledge requirements for the aircraft 
rating. This proposed section is based 
on the knowledge requirements for the 
mechanic certificate found in current 
§ 65.75. The proposal would revise 
these current knowledge requirements 
by not only including the current 
requirement that the applicant be tested 
on the applicable- provisions of parts 43 
and 91 but by requiring the applicant to 
pass a knowledge test that includes 
material on all relevant provisions of 

this chapter. therefore, expanding the 
knowledge required of an applicant. 

The proposal ,1so would require the 
applicant to pass all knowledge tests (as 
opposed to each section) before 
applying for the oral and practical tests 
for the rating sought unless the 
applicant was enrolled in certain 
aviation maintenance technician 
schools. 

Because of the increased use of 
computer-based testing, the proposal 
would state that a report of the 
knowledge test results will be made 
available to the applicant upon 
completion of the test. Current rules 
pertaining to the testing of mechanic 
certificate applicants require the FAA to 
send the applicant a report of the test. 

Section 66.57 Aircraft Rating; 
Experience Requirements 

Proposed § 66.57 would establish the 
necessary experience requirements for 
the issuance of an AMT certificate with 
an aircraft rating. The experience 
requirements for the AMT certificate 
with an aircraft rating would be similar 
to those found in current S 65.77 for the 
mechanic certificate with an airframe 
and powerplant rating. 

Tiie proposal woula permit an 
applicant to present either an 
appropriate graduation certificate or a 
certificate of completion from a 
certificated aviation maintenance 
technician school to show compliance 
with the necessary experience 
requirements. For those applicants 
seeking to meet AMT experience 
requirements through practical 
experiene&, the proposal would change 
the current 30 months of experience 
required of applicants for a mechanic 
certificate- with airframe and powerplant 
ratings to 5,000 hoW'S for applicants for 
an AMT certificate with an aircraft 
rating. The arproximate full-time 
equivalent o 30 months is 5,000 hours. 
Because separate airframe and 
powerplant ratings will not be issued 
under an AMT certificate, the 18-month 
experience requirement pertaining to 
applicants for a separate rating, which is 
found in current§ 65.77(a), has not been 
included iJ\ the proposed section. 

Section 6tf.59 Aircraft Rating: 
Competency Requirements 

Proposed § 66.59 would establish the 
competency requirements for applicants 
attempting to obtain an AMT certificate 
with an aircraft rating under this part. 
This proposed section is based on 
current §65.79. The proposal would 
establish a basic competency ' 
requirement for an AMT by requiring I 
the applicant to demonstrate 
competence in performing tasks 
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appropriate to the rating sought. The 
proposal also would clarify the existing 
regulation to ensure that an applicant 
passed both an oral and a practical test 
appropriate to the rating sought. 

Section 66.61 Certificated Aviation 
Maintenance Technician School 
Students 

Proposed § 66.61 is based on current 
§ 65.80 and would prescribe the specific 
requirements for testing students at 
aviation maintenance technician 
schools. Proposed paragraph (a) is based 
on the current section with no 
substantive differences. Proposed 
paragraph (b) would permit applicants 
who have successfully completed all 
applicable knowle!fge tests and who 
apply for an AMT~certificate with an 
aircraft rating within 90 days after 
graduation from certain part 147 
aviation maintenance technician 
schools ( which have been specifically 
authori7.8d by the Administrator to test 
the applicants on the applicable 
competency requirements) to be 
considered as meeting all applicable 
knowledge. experience. and competency 
requirements. 

Section 66.63 Aircraft Ratins: 
Privileges and limitations 

Proposed § 66.63, based on cummt. 
§§65.81, 65.85, and 65.87 would define 
the privileges and limitations of an 
AMT certificate holder with an aircraft 
rating. Proposed paragraphs (a) and (b) 
are based on current § 65.81; however, 
the proposal would clarify and expand 
the manner in which an AMT may 
become qualified to supervise the 
maintenance, preventive maintenance, 
or alteration of any aircraft, or approve 
for return to service any aircraft, 
airframe, aircraft engine, propeller. 
appliance. component. or part thereof. 
In addition to those means specified in 
current § 65.81 for mechanics, the 
proposal would provide the holder of an 
AMT certificate and aircraft rating with 
an additional means to qualify for the 
exercise of these privileges. The holder 
of an AMT certificate would be­
permitted to exercise the privilegN 
mentioned above if the AMT had 
received training on the tasks to be 
performed or had previously performed 
such work under the direct supervision 
of an appropriately rated certificate 
holder who also had received 
appropriate training on the tasks to be 
performed. · 

Additionally, the proposal would 
clarify the intent of current § 65.81 by 
permitting the holder of an AMT 
certificate with an aircraft rating to 
exercise the privileges of the certificate 
and rating by demonstrating the ability 

to perform the work to the satisfaction 
of the Administrator. The current 
regulation requires actual performance 
of the work. 

Except for those restrictions imposed 
by proposed paragraph (d), an AMT 
with an aircraft rating would, under 
proposed paragraph (c), retain current 
privileges of a mechanic with an 
airframe and powerplant rating and 
would be permitted to perform the 100-
hour inspection required by part 91. 

Proposed paragraph (d)(l) would set 
forth limitations on the holder of an 
AMT certificate with an aircraft rating. 
These limitations currently are not 
applicable to the holder of a mechanic 
certificate with an airframe and 
powerplant rating. The holder of an 
AMT certificate with an aircraft rating 
would not be permitted to approve for 
return to service any aircraft certificated 
under part 25 or part 29, except after the 
performance of those tasks specified in 
paragraph (c) of appendix A to part 43 
or after the performance of other tasks 
specified by the Administrator. 

Proposed paragraph (d)(2} would 
prohibit an AMT with an aircraft rating 
from performing or supervising a major 
repair or major alteration of a propeller. 
or any repair or alteration of 
instruments (other than a horizontal­
card liquid-filled compass), unless the 
work is being performed for, and is 
under the direct supervision and-control 
of, a repair station certificated under 
part 145 or an air carrier conducting 
operations under part 121 or J!8?t 135. 

Proposed paragraph (d)(3) also would 
prohibit an AMT with an aircraft rating 
from approving for return to service any 
airaaft, airframe, aircraft engine, 
propeller, appliance, component, or part 
after completing a major repair or major 
alteration. or from approving for return 
to service any instrument other than a 
horizontal-card liquid-filled compass 
after completing any repair or alteration. 

In paragraph (d)(4), tlie proposal 
would require that a certificated AMT 
understand cummt instructions for 
continued airworthiness and the 
maintenance instructions for the 
specific operation concerned to exercise 
the privileges of the certificate and 
rating. Current § 65.81 requires a 
mechanic to understand the more 
limited current instructions of the 
manufacturer and the maintenance 
manuals for the specific operation 
concemed. 

Section 66.65 Aircraft Ratins: Recent 
Experience Requirements 

Proposed § 66.65 would prescribe the 
specific recent experience requirements 
for an AMT with an aircraft rating. This 
proposed section is based on current 

§ 65.83. The proposal would perrni 
holder of an AMT certificate with a 
aircraft rating to satisfy proposed re 
experience requirements by using t 
means currently available to the hoi 
of a mechanic certificate to meet cu: 
recent experience requirements. Tht 
proposal also would permit the hole 
of an AMT certificate with an ain:rai 
rating additional means to maintain 
recent experience required to exerch 
the privileges of the certificate and 
rating. In addition to the means 
currently specified in S 65.83(a}, the 
proposal would allow the AMT to mt 
the recent experience requirements tc 
exercise the privileges of the certifica · 
and rating if the person had served \ 
under the supervision of an AMT or 
AMT(T), provided aviation maintena.r 
instruction under an aviation 
maintenance training program 
acceptable to the Administrator, or 
directly supervised other aviation 
maintenance instructors providing 
aviation maintenance instruction for a 
training program accept.able to the 
Administrator. The proposal also woul 
allow the use of any combinaticm of th1 
proposed and current methods ta 
maintain recent experience. 

In addition to the proposed 
requirements set forth in proposed 
paragraph ta)(l), propoted paragraph 
(a)(2) would require the successful 
completion of recurrent training 
appropriate to the duties of an AMT if 
the individual desires to exercise the 
privileges of the certificate and rating 
for compensation or hire. This training 
may consist of an.AMT refresher course, 
an inspection authorization refresher 
course. or any other course of 
instruction acceptable to the. 
Administrator that is appropriate to the 
duties of an AMT. Additionally. an 
AMT could satisfy the proposed 
recurrent training requirement in the 
following manner: through participation 
in the required training program of a 
certificate holder with a maintenance 
and preventive maintenance training 
program required under§ 121.375 or 
§ 135.433 (as specified in proposed 
paragraph (a)(2)(il)) or through 
participation in the training program of 
a U.S.-&rtificated repair station that 
performs work in accordance with 
§ 145.2(a) or conducts a maintenance 
and preventive maintenance training 
program (as.specified in proposed 
paragraph (a)(2)(lli)). An AMT also 
could satisfy the proposed recurrent 
training requirement by providing 
aviation maintenanca, instruction or by 
serving as the supervisor of persons 
providing aviation maintenance 
instruction. 
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Proposed paragraph (bl would not 
require all AMTs to complete the new 
recurrent training requirements. An 
AMT who, within the preceding 24 
months, has successfully completed a 
requalification course acceptable to the 
Administrator, or been found competent 
by the Administrator to exercise the 
privileges of the certificate, would not 
be subject to the proposed training 
requirements. 

Proposed paragraph (c) sets forth the 
limitations on. exercising, for 
compensation or hire, the privileges of 
the AMT certificate with an aircraft 
rating. It would permit an AMT who has 
met the requirements of proposed 
paragraph (a)(l), but not:proposed 
paragraph (a)(2) or (b), to exercise the 
privileges of the certificate and rating, 
but not for compensation or hire. 

Section 66.61 Aviation Maintenance 
Instructor Ratins: Additional Eligibility 
Requirementa 

Proposed § 68.67 would set forth the 
additional eligibility requirements for 
applicants seeking an aviation 
maintenance instructor rating. Proposed 
paragraph (a)(l) would require an 
applicant to poueu a-cummt and valid 
AMT certificate. with an aircraft. rating. 
that has been in effect for a total of at 
least 3 yean. Proposed pananph (a)(2) 
would require an !lPPlicant to have been 
actively engaged in maintaining"aircrldt" 
for at least the 2-year period before the 
date of application. 

An applicant also would be required, 
in proposed paragraph (a)(3), to have 
passed a .knowledge test on those 
subjects pertinent to the exercise of the 
privileges of the aviation maintenance 
instructor rating. In lieu of passing such 
a test within 24 months of application 
for the rating, an applicant who could 
present evidence of recoga.ized 
instructional proficiency, as stated in 
the proposed rule. would not be 
required to pass the knowledp test for 
the rating. 

Proposed paragraph (b) would 
recognize the proficiency of 
experienced, yet noncertiflcated. 
instructors. An applicant who. within 
12 months after the effective date of the 
rule. could present evidence acceptable 
to the Administrator that he or she had 
served as an aviation maintenance 
instructor or as the supervisor of 
aviation maintenance instructors at an 
aviation maintenance technician school 
certificated under part 147 would not be 
required to pass a knowledge test on 
instructional proficiency. 

Section 66.69 Aviation Maintenance 
Instructor Rating: Instructional 
Knowledge and Proficiency 

Proposed § 66.69 would specifically 
list those subjects in which an applicant 
for an aviation maintenance instructor 
rating would be required to demonstrate 
satisfactory instructional knowledge and 
proficiency. This material is identical to 
that contained in the Fundamentals of 
Instruction knowledge test. 

Section 66.71 Aviation Maintenance 
Instructor Ratins: Privileges and 
Limitations 

Proposed § 66.71 would set forth the 
general privileges and limitations of the 
AMT certificate with an aviation. 
maintenance instructor rating. 

Section 68.73 Aviation Maintenanc.­
Instructor Ratins: Recent Experience 
Requirements 

Proposed S 68.73 would prescribe the 
specific recent experience requirements 
for an AMT with an aviation 
maintenance instructor rating. An 
individual holding this certificate and 
rating would not .he permitted to 
exercise the privileges of the certificat8 
and rating unlea. within the precedins 
24 months. the holder had provided 300 
b.ours of aviation maintenance 
instruction or had supervised other 
aviation maintenance instructon for a 
period of 300 houn. The holder also 
would meet the proposed recent 
experience requirements upon 
completion of an AMT refresher course 
(or other course of instruction 
acceptable to the Administrator) or if 
the Administrator had made a 
determination that the holder met the 
standards prescribed for the issuance of 
the certificate and rating. -
Part 68, Subpart C Aviation 
Maintenance Technician. (Transport} 

The structure of part 68, subpart C. is 
based on the current structure of part 
85, subpart D. Under the proposed rule, 
the title of part 66, subpart C, would 
become '' Aviation Maintenance 
Technicians (Transport)." 

Section 68.101 Eligibility 
Requirements: General 

Proposed § 68.101 sets for the 
eligibility requirements for the proposed 
AMT(T) certificate. It would require all 
applicants for the AMT{T) certificate to 
hold a current and valid AMT cartiflcata 
and to comply with any additional 
requirements for any rating sought. 
Because an applicant for an AMT(T) 
certificate would be required to hold a 
current and valid AMT certificate. an 
applicant would be required to have 
complied with proposed S 66.51. 

Therefore, these requirements have not 
been repeated in the proposed section. 

Section 66.103 Ratings 
Proposed § 86.103 would establish 

airaaft and aviation maintenance 
instructor ratings issued under subpart 
c. 
Section 66.JOS Transition to New 
Cemficates and Ratings 

Proposed § 68.105 would establish the 
equivalency of the mechanic certificate 
with airframe and powerplant ratings 
and the proposed AMT{T) certificate 
with the aircraft ratin9. Therefore, the 
privileges and limitations of the 
proposed AMT{T)' certificate ·with an 
airaaft ratins would be identical to 
those of the current mechanic certificate 
with airframe and powerplant ratings. 
As the FAA would continue to 
recognize mechanic certificates with 
either an airframe ratin9 or a _powerplant 
rating, proposed paragraphs (b) and (c) 
would set forth approval for retum-to­
service limitations on the holden of 
these certificates, which are identical to 
those found in current part 85. 

Section 68.101 Aircraft Rating: 
Additional Eligibility Requirementa 

Proposed § 68.107 would set forth the 
additional ellpbility requirements for 
the issuance of an AMT{T) certificate 
with an aircraft rating. An applicant 
would be required to succesafully 
complete: an AMT{T) training prosram 
administered by an approved training 
provider; an AMT{T) training program 
approved under part 147; or a training 
program approved under part 121, 
subpart L. or part 135, subpart J. 
Training programs provided by a 
certificate holder would be required to 
meet the training p,,grun requirements 
specified in paragraph (d} of appendix 
A to proposed part 68. 

Section 68.ZQ9 Aircraft llatin,: 
Prlvil"8flS and Limitations-

Proposed S 68.109 is based-on current 
§§65.81, 65.85, and 85.87, and would 
define the privileges and limitations of 
an AMT(T) certificate with an aircraft 
ratiq. Proposed§ 68.109 is structurally 
similar to prpt,osed § 68.83, which sets 
forth the privi1eges and limitations of 
the AMT certificate with an aircraft 
. rat.i!J.I. 

The holder of u AM'l1T) certificate 
with an aircraft rating would possess all 
of the privileges provided to the holder 
of the AMT certificate with an aircraft 
rating, u set forth in proposed § 86.63 .. 
Proposed § 86.109(d), however. would 
not include the limitation placed on the 
holder of an AMT certificate with an 
aircraft rating found in proposed § 86.63 
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that precludes the holder from 
approving for return to service any 
aircraft certificated under part 25 or part 
29. 

Section 66.111 Aircraft Rating: Recent 
Experience Requirements 

Proposed § 66.111 would prescribe 
the specific recent experience 
requirements for AMT(T)s with an 
aircraft rating. This proposed section is 
based on current § 65.83 and is 
structurally similar to proposed§ 66.65. 
It would differ from proposed S 66.65 in 
that the maintenance, preventive 
maintenance, or alterations, which the 
AMT(T) with an aircraft rating would be 
required to have performed, supervised, 
or provided instruftion in for at least 6 
months within the preceding 24 
months, would be required to be on an 
aircraft certificated under part 25 or part 
29, or on any airframe, ailcraft engine, 
propeller, appliance, component, or part 
thereof. The proposed recurrent training 
requirements would be identical to 
those proposed for the AMT. It also 
would permit the holder of an AMT(T) 
certificate who had not satisfied the 
recent experience requirements for an 
AMT(T) certificate, but had satisfied the 
recent experience requirements for an 
AMT certificate, to exercise the 
privileges of the AMT certificate. 

Section 66.113 Aviation Maintenance 
Instructor Rating: Additional Eligibility 
Requirements 

Proposed §66.113 would set forth the 
eligibility requirements for applicants 
with an AMT(T) certificate and aircraft 
rating who are seeking an aviation 
maintenance instructor rating. The 
requirements of proposed.§ 66.113 
would be similar to those established for 
an applicant with an AMT certificate 
and aircraft rating who is.seeking an 
aviation maintenance instructor rating · 
as set forth in proposed·§ 66.67. 

The proposed section would differ 
from proposed § 66.67 in thatit also 
would permit a person possessing,m­
AMT certificate with an aviation . 
maintenance instructor rating; whe> 
meets the requirements for th1tissuanar 
of an AMT(T) certificate. to be issued m 
AMT(T) certificate with an aviation 
maintenanc1t instructor rating. upon 
application. 

Section 66.115 Aviation Maintenance· 
Instructor Rating: Privileges and 
Limitations 

Proposed §66.115 would set forth the 
general privileges and limitations of th& 
AMT(T) certificate with an aviation 
maintenance instructor ratins. 

Section 66.11 7 Aviation Maintenance 
Instructor Rating: Recent Experience 
Requirements 

Proposed § 66.117 would prescribe 
the specific recent experience 
requirements for AMT(T)s with an 
aviation maintenance instructor rating. 
The recent experience reqllinnnents set 
forth for an AMT(T} with an aviation 
maintenance instructor.rating would 1-
identical to those set forth in proposed 
§ 66.73 for an AMT with an aviation . 
maintenance. instructo, ratiJl8. Because 
instructional skill is independent of the 
type of items OD which m AMT('Ir 
provides instruction, the aviation 
maintenance instruction that the 
individual would be required to provide 
to maintain recent experience, would 
not be required to pertain to aircraft 
certificated under part 25 or part 29, or 
to the airframes, aircraft engines, 
propellers, appliances, components. or 
parts thereof. 

Section 68.119 Aviation Maintenance 
Technician (Transport) Troining 
Providers 

Proposed § 68.119 would set forth the 
requirements for those persons seeking 
approval as AMT(T) training providers. 
An applicant for approval as a training 
provider would be required to submit a 
written request for approval to the 
Administrator and to comply with 
appendix A to proposed part 66. 

Proposed paragraph (bJ would only 
require a certificate holder operating 
under part 121 or part 135, an aviation 
maintenance technician school 
certificated under part 147, or a 
certificated repair station operating 
pursuant to § 145.2(a) to request 
approval and show that its training 
program meets the requirements of 
paragraph (d) of append.ix A to 
proposed part 68. 

Pan 66, Subpart D Inspection 
Authorizations 

Proposed part 66. subpart 0, would 
consolidate into a single subpart those 
portions of.current part 65 that pertain 
to the issuance of inspection 
authorizations. Under thtr proposed 
rule, the title of part 66, subpart D, 
would becom& "Inspection· 
Authorizations.'.' 

Section 66.15.1 Eligibility 
Requirements: GflIJBral 

Proposed §66.151 is based on current 
§ 65.91 and would set forth the general 
eligibility requirements for applicants 
for an inspection authorization. 
Proposed paragraph (a) would require 
an applicant to meet the requirements of 
current S 65.91(c) and would establish 
an additional requirement for applicants 

to have attended and successfullv 
completed an inspection authorization 
course, acceptable to the Administrator. 
of not less than 8 hours of instruction 
during the 12·month period preceding 
the application. Attendance at such a 
course would ensure standardization of 
inspection procedures and a more 
uniform interpretation of regulatory and 
advisory material by-holders of the· 
inspection authorization. The proposal 
would permit the holder of an AMT. 
certificate or an AMT(T) certificate to 
obtain an inspection authorization. It · 
would also require the applicant to hava· 
passed a knowledge test on his.or her 
ability to inspect according to safety. 
standards for approving airaaft for 
retum to service after all repairs and 
alterations. 

Proposed paragraph (b) would set 
forth the. requirements for an applicant 
seeking to remove the limitation 
imposed by proposed §66.157(b). 
Proposed paragraph (b) would require 
an applicant seeking to inspect and 
approve for return to service any aircraft 
certificated under part 25 or part 29 
(except those maintained in accordance 
with a continuous airworthiness 
maintenance program approved under 
part 121) to possess an AMTm 
certificate and to have been actively 
engaged, for at least the Z·yea.r period 
before application, in the maintenance, 
preventive maintenance, or alteration of 
aircraft certificated under part 25 or part 
29, or of any airframe, aircraft engine. 
propeller. appliance, component, or part 
thereof. 

Proposed paragraph (c) would retain 
the current prohibition against applying 
for a retest within 90 days after a 
previous testing failure. 

Section 66.153 Duration of 
Authorization 

Proposed§ 66.153 would prescribe 
the duration of an inspection 
authorization. This proposed section is 
based on current § 65. 92, with two 
substantive differences. Under the 
proposal, the expiration date of the 
inspection authorization would be 
extended to the last day of the 24th 
month after its issuance. Under the 
current ~ation, the inspection 
authorization expires on March 31 of 
each year. Additionally, the proposal 

. would state that an inspection 
authorization would no longer be 
effective if its holder does. not possess 
a current and valid AMT or AMT(T) 
certificate. 

Section 66.155 · Renewal of 
Authorization 

Proposed § 66.155" would prescribe 
the renewal procedures for an 
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inspection authorization and is based on 
current§ 65.93. The proposed section 
would extend the inspection 
authorization renewal requirement to 
every 2 years so that it would 
correspond to the extension of the 
duration of the inspection authorization, 
as proposed in§ 66.153. Applications 
for renewal would be required to be 
presented to the appropriate FAA office 
within 90 days before the date of an 
inspection authorization's expiration. 

The proposal would retain current 
provisions specifying the renewal 
requirements for an inspection 
authorization and also would permit the 
holder of an inspection authorization to 
use a combination of annual 
inspections, inspectiona of major repairs 
or major alterations, ana progressive 
inspections to satisfy renewal 
requirements. To facilitate the 
combination of these inspections, the 
proposal would change the currently 
specified 90-day period to a 3·month 
period. 

Under the current regulation, the 
holder of an inspection authorization 
may renew the authoriation by 
attending and succeufully completins a 
refresher cpurse. acceptable to the 
Administrator, of not lea than 8 houn, 
during the 12-month period Precedins 
the application for renewal. As the 
proposed rule would extend the 
duration of the inspection authorization 
from 12 months to 24 months, the 
amount of time required for the holder 
of an inspection authorization to renew 
an authorization by using this method, . 
in lieu of other performance 
requirements, would be proportionally 
increased to 16 hours. The proposal 
would specify that this training could be 
accomplished through attendance at an 
inspection authorization refresher 
course or a series of courses, acceptable 
to the Administrator, during the 
expanded renewal period. The proposal 
recognizes recent developments in 
instructional techniques and, throusJi 
the acceptance of a seri• of courses 
acceptable to the Administrator, would 
permit instructional methods that may 
differ from the standard clauroom or 
lecture format. 

Section 66.151 Privil..,. and 
Limitations 

Proposed §68.157 would prescribe. 
the privileges and limitations of an 
inspection authorization. The privileges 
of the holder of an AMT(T) certificate 
with an inspection authorization are 
based on current§ 65.95, with no 
substantive differences. The privileges 
of the holder of an AMT certificate with 
an inspection authorization are based on 
current§ 65.95, with ·certain distinctions 

that reflect the privileges and 
limitations of the AMT certificate. The 
holder of an AMT certificate with an 
inspection authorization would possess 
those privileges specified in current 
§ 65.95 except that the holder would not 
be permitted to inspect and approve 
aircraft certificated under part 25 or part 
29 for return to service after completion 
of a major repair or a major alteration. 
The holder of an AMT certificate with 
an inspection authorization also would 
not be permitted to perform an annual 
inspection, or perform or supervise a 
progressive inspection, according to 
§§43.13 and 43.15, on aircraft that have 
been certificated under part 25 or part 
29. 

Part 66, Subpart E Aviation Repair 
Specialists 

- The structure of part 68, subpart E. is 
based o~ the current structure of part 
65, subpart D. Under the propoaed rule, 
the title of part 68, subpart E. would 
become "Aviation Repair Specialist&" 

Section 66.201. Aviation Repair 
Specialist Certificates Issued on the 
Basis of Proficiency in a Desi,nated 
Specialty Area (A.RS-I}: Eli&ibility 

Propoaed § 88.201 would set forth the 
general eligibility requirements for an 
applicant seekins an aviation repair 
specialist certificate issued on the basis 
of proficiency in a designated specialty 
area (ARS-Q. An applicant for this new 
certificate would be required to be at 
least 18 years of age and demonstrate 
the ability to read, write, speak, and 
understand the English lanpge by 
reading and explaining appropriate 
maintenance publications, and by 
writl!J8 defect and repair statements. 
The Administrator, however, could 
place such limitations on an applicant's 
certificate as are necessary for the safe 
maintenance, preventive maintenance, 
or alteration of aircraft if the applicant 
is unable to meet any of these 
requirements because of medical 
reuons. 

The applicant also would be required 
to present either an appropriate 
graduation certificate, a certificate of 
completion. or other documentary 
evidence acceptable to the 
Administrator, that demonstrates the 
satisfactory completion of an acceptable 
aviation repair specialist trainin9 course 
or prosram for a rating in a specialty 
area designated by the Administrator. 
Before 12 months after the effective date 
of the rule, evidence acceptable to the 
Administrator of the ability to perform 
those tub appropriate to the certificate 
and rating in the designated specialty 
area sought, also could be presented. 

Section 66.203 Aviation Repair 
Specialist Certificates Issued on the 
Basis of Employment (ARS-IIJ: 
Eligibility 

Proposed § 66.203 is based on current 
§ 65.101 and would prescribe the 
general eligibility requirements for the 
aviation repair specialist certificate 
issued on the basis of ernrloyment 
(.ARS-11). The language o proposed 
paragraph (b) differs &om current 
§ 65.101 in that it would not only 
require an applicant for an aviation 
1:9pair specialist certificate to read, 
write, speak. and understand the 
English lanpge but also would require 
the applicant to demonstrate this 
knowledge by reading and explaining 
appropriate maintenance publications 
and by writing defect and repair 
statements. The Administrator, 
however, could place such limitations 

· on an applicant's certificate as are 
necessary for the safe maintenance, 
preventive maintenance, or alteration of 
aircraft if the applicant is unable to meet 

. any of th&N requirements becauae of 
medical l'NSODS, The proposal also 
differs from current § 85.101 in that it 
would eliminate the issuance of 
certificates to individuals who cannot 
read. write, speak, or understand the 
English language and who are employed 
solely outside the United States by a 
U.S.-certificated repair station, a U.S.· 
certificated commercial operator, or a 
U.S.-certlficated air carrier. This change 
corresponds with proposed.§§ 66.51 and 
66.101, which eliminate the issuance of 
AMT and AMT(T) certificates under 
similar circumstancea. 

Proposed paragraph (c) differs from 
the current section in that it would 
provide a more comprehensive listing of 
items on which an applicant could be 
qualified to perform maintenance 
(aircraft, airframes, aircraft engines, 
propellers, appliances, components, and 
parts thereof). Proposed paragraph (d) 
would change the current reference in 
§65.101(a)(3) from "its maintenance 
manuals'-' to "its certificate holder's 
manual". 

Pro.Posed paragraph (f)(t) would 
specify the current 18-month practical 
experience Qiquirement in hours instead 
of months as set forth in current 
§ 65.101(a)(5)(i). The 3,000 hours of 
experience specified in the proposal are 
approximately equal to the current 18-
month experience requirement. 

Section 66.205 Aviation Repair 
Specialist Certificates Issued to 
Experimental Aircraft Bwlders (ARS­
llIJ: Elisibility 

Proposed § 88.205 is based on current 
§ 65.104(a). The proposed section would 



Federal Register1Vol. 63. >io. lJlrThursaay. futy 9, 1998iProposed i{uies 

change the term .. repairman certificate· 
experimental aircraft builder" to 
.. aviation repair specialist certificate 
issued to an experimental aircraft 
builder (ARS-III)." There are no 
substantive differences between the 
proposed section and cW'l'9nt 
§ 65.104(a). 

Section 66.20'! Transition to New 
Certificates 

Proposed § 66.207 establishes the 
equivaler.cy of the proposed ARS-11 
certificate with the repainnan certificate 
specified in current § 65.101. and the 
equivalency of the proposed ARS-ill 
certificate with the repairman.certificate 
(experimental aircraft builder) specified 
in CW'l'9nt § 65.104.~ 

Section 66.209 Aviation Repair 
Specialist Certificates Issued on the 
Basis of Proficiency in a Designated 
Area {ARS-1): Privileges and Limitations 

Proposed§ 68.209 would set forth the 
general privileges and limitations of the 
aviation repair specialist certificate 
issued on the basis of proficiency in a 
designated specialty area (ARS-[). The 
holder of the certificate would be 
permitted to perform or supervise the 
maintenance, preventive maintenance, 
or alteration of aircraft, airframes, 
aircraft engines, propellers. appliances, 
components. and parts thereof 
appropriate to the designated specialty 
area for which the aviation repair 
specialist is certificated but only in 
connection with employment by a 
certificate holder operating under part 
121, 135, or 145. 

Proposed paragraph (b) would 
prohibit the holder from performing or 
supervising duties unless the individual 
understands the current instructions of 
the certificate holder employing the 
aviation repair specialist and the 
instructions for continued airworthiness 
that relate to the specific operations 
concerned. 

Section 66.211 Aviation Repair 
Specialist Certificates Issued on the 
Basis of Employment (ARS-IIJ: 
Privileges and Limitations 

Proposed § 66.211 is based on current 
§ 65.103 and would set forth the general 
privileges and limitations of the aviation 
repair specialist certificate issued on the 
basis of employment (ARS-ll). Proposed 
paragraph (a) differs from the current 
section in that it would provide a more 
comprehensive listing of items on 
which an applicant could be qualified to 
perform work (aircraft. airframes, 
aircraft engines. propellers, appliances. 
components, and parts thereat'}. 
Proposed paragraph (b) is equivalent to 
current § 65. lOJ(b). 

Section 66.213 Aviation Repair 
Specialist Certificates Issued to 
Experimental Aircraft Builders {ARS­
I/IJ: Privileges and Limitations 

Proposed § 66. 213 is based on current 
§ 65.104(b), with no substantive 
changes. 

Section 66.215 Aviation Repair 
Specialist Certificates Issued on the 
Basis of Proficiency in a Designated 
Specialty Area {ARS-IJ: Recent 
Experience Requirements 

Proposed§ 66.215 would set forth 
recent experience requirements for 
holders of aviation repair specialist 
certificates issued on the basis of 
proficiency in a designated specialty 
area (ARS-I). The holder would not be 
permitted to exercise the privileges of 
the certificate and rating unless the 
holder meets the current qualification 
and proficiency requirements for the 
issuance of the certificate and rating in 
the designated specialty area. 

Part 66, Appendix A+Aviation 
Maintenance Technician (Transport} 
Training Program Curriculum 
Requin,menu 

Proposed appendix A to part 66 
would set forth the training program 
requirements for the AMT(T) 
curriculum. It would set forth the 
minimum requirements for the form and 
content of the training program outline 
and would establish mini.mum training 
program requirements. It also would 
permit the provision of training in 
additional subject areas not specified in 
the appendix and would establish 
procedures for the revision of an 
approved training provider's training 
program. The proposal also would 
describe the facilities, equipment. 
material, and instructor requirements 
necessary to conduct an AMT(T) 
training program. 

The proposal would describe those-· 
student records that would be required 
to be retained by the training provider 
and the amount of credit the training 
provider could provide to a student for 
previous training. It also would require 
an approved training provider-to furnish 
each student wtth a statement of 
graduation upon completion of the 
curriculum and, upon request, a record 
of training for any portion of the 
training program that has been 
completed. 

The proposed appendix would set 
forth notification requirements for 
training providers in the event of a 
change of ownership. name, or location. 
It also would establish standards for the 
conduct of instruction provided by 
contract or agreement. In addition, the 

proposal would set forth specific 
periods for the duration of a trainin~ 
provider's approval and establish 
criteria for cancellation and renewal 
the approval. 

Section 147.23 Instructor 
Requirements 

The proposal would amend current 
§ 147.23 to require that an applicant f 
an aviation maintenance technician 
school certificate and rating(s) provid1 
the number of instructors who hold 
appropriate AMT or AMT(T) certificat 
with aviation maintenance instructor 
ratings, that the Administrator 
determines is necessary to provide 
adequate supervision of the students. 
Twelve months after the effective date 
of the rule, at least 1 AMT with an 
aviation maintenance instructor rating, 
or 1 AMT(T) with an aviation 
maintenance instructor rating, would bl 
required for every 25 students in each 
shop class. 

Section 147.36 Maintenance Instructor 
Requirements 

The proposal would amend current 
§ 147.36 to require that each aviation 
maintenance technician school, after 
certification or addition of a ratiD8, 
provide the number of instructors who 
hold appropriate A.Mr certificates with 
aviation maintenance instructor ratings 
or AMT(T) certificates with aviation 
maintenance instructor ratings, that the 
Administrator determines is necessary 
to provide adequate instruction for the 
students. Twelve months after the 
effective date of the rule, at least 1 AMT 
with an aviation maintenance instructor 
rating, or 1 AMT{T) with an aviation 
maintenance instructor rating. would be 
required for every 25 students in each 
shop class. 

Paperwork. Reductioa Act 
Proposed §68.17 containsinformation 

collection requirements that are not 
contained in the currenrrule. As 
required by the Papenvork Reduction 
Act of 1995 (44 U.S.C. 3507(d)), the 
FAA has submitted a copy of this 
proposed section to the Office of 
Management and Budget COMB) for its 
review .• · 

The FAA needs the information to be 
collected to determine the number of 
active AMT and AMT(T) certificate 
holders and to obtain current address 
information from these personnel so 
that safety-related. datacan be quickly 
distributed to these personnel when · 
necessary. The FAA estimates that the 
additional burden of collecting this 
information during the first year of the 
proposed rule is 20,000 hours. One year 
after the effective date of the proposed 
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rule. this infonnation would be updated 
by holders of AMT and AMT(T) 
certificates once over a 48-month 
period. The estimated burden of 
collecting this information would be 
reduced to 5,000 hours annually. 

The FAA estimates that this proposal 
will affect 120,000 certificate holders 
during the first year of the proposal and 
30,000 certificate holders annually 
afterward. 

Organizations and individuals 
desiring to submit comments on the 
information collection ntquirement 
should direct them to the Office of 
Information and Regulatory Affairs, 
OMB, Room 1235, New Executive Office 
Building, Washington, DC 20503; 
Attention: Desk Officat for Federal 
Aviation Administration. These 
comments should reflect whether the 
proposed collection is necessuy. 
whether the agency's estimate of the 
burden is accurate: how the quality, 
utility, and clarity of the inform,ation to 
be collected can be enhanced: and how 
the burden of the collection can be 
minimized. A copy of the comments 
should be submitted to the FAA Rules 
Docket. 
International C'ril A'riatioa 
Organization and JoiJII AYialioa 
llegu.latiom 

In keeping with U.S. obligations 
under the Convention on International 
Civil Aviation (ICAO), it is FAA policy 
to comply with ICAO Standards and 
Recommended Practices to the 
maximum extent practicable. The FAA 
is not aware of any differences that this 
proposal would present if adopted. Any 
differences that may be presented in 
comments to this proposal. however. 
will be taken into consideration. 

Regulatory Evaluation SIIIIIIDUJ 

Cost-Benefit Analysis 
This section summarizes. the full 

regulatory evaluation prepared by the 
FAA that provides more detailed 
estimates of the economic consequences 
of this regulatory action. This summary 
and the full evaluation quantify, to the 
extent practicable, estimated coats to the 
private sector, consumers. Federal. State 
and local governments, u well u 
anticipated benefits. The evaluation wu 
conducted in accordance with Executive 
Order 12868, which directs that each 
Federal agency can propose or adopt a 
regulation only upon a reasoned 
determination that the benefits of the 
intended regulation justify the costs. 
This document also includes an initial 
regulatory flexibi'lity determination. 
ntquired by the Regulatory Flexibility 
Act of 1980, and an international trade 

impact assessment, required by the 
Office of Management and Budget. 

This document is considered a "non· 
significant regulatory action" under 
Executive Order 12866 and, therefore, 
has not been reviewed by the Office of 
Management and Budget. This 
document is also considered non­
signifi.cant under the regulatory policies 
and procedures of the Department of 
Transportation (44 FR 11034: February 
2, 1979). 

Costs 
This proposed rule would revise the 

regulations that prescribe the 
certification and training ntqulrements 
for mechanics and repairmen. Current 
regulations presaibing these 
certification ntquirements do not reflect 
the extensive differences in the 
maintenance skills ntquired of currently 
certificated personnel, the significant 
technological advances that have 
occurred in the aviation industry, and 
the enhancements in training and 
instructional methods, that liave 
affected all aviation maintenance 
penonneL .The propoaed rule would 
consolidate and clarify for aviation 
maintenance personnel all certification. 
training. experience. and currency 
requirements in a newly established 14 
CFR part 66. This rulemaking would 
create additional certificates and ratings. 
and would modify the privileges and 
limitations 'of current certificates to 
respond more closely to the current 
responsibilities of aviation maintenance 
penonnel. The proposed rule also 
would enhance the technical 
capabilities of. and increase th~ level of 
professionalism among. aviation 
maintenance personnel by establishiq 
new~ ntquirements. 

The total quantifiable cost in second 
quarter 1998 dollars was estimated at 
between $219 million and $404 million 
over ten years (between $153.8 million 
and $283.8 million discounted). The 
cost range is a function of the estimated 
range of affected mechanics. The total 
quantifiable costs to all affected 
mechanics for obtaining an aviation 
maintenance technician (transport) 
(AMrm) certificate were estimated at 
between $148 million and $293 million 
over ten years (between $102.5 and 
$207.8 million discounted at 1 percent). 
The cost of the provision relating to 
recurrent training would range between 
$73 million and $111 million over ten 
years (between $51.3 million and $78.0 
million, discounted). 

Cost Savings 
There are a number of potential 

sources of cost savings in the proposal. 
Improved training is expected to 

I 

I· 

increase productivity between about 
$238 million and $595 million (between 
$187.2 million and $417.9 million, 
discounted over ten years). Elimination 
of course redundancy in the A & P 
curriculum could provide estimated 
cost savings between $168 million to 
$222 million over ten years (between 
$118.8 million and $155.9 million. 
discounted). Other changes could add 
approximately $18.1 million in cost 
savings over ten years ($12.7 million, 
discounted). The total potential cost 
savings would therefore range between 
$422.1 million and $817.0 million total 
over ten years (between $296.4 million 
and $573.8 million, discounted). 

Based upon the low compliance cost 
coupled with the potential cost savings, 
the FAA concludes that the proposed 
rule is cost beneficial. 

Initial hplatary rlailtility 
Determiaatimt 

The Regulatory Flexibility Act of 1980 
(RF A) (Public Law 96-354; September 
19, 1980) was enacted by Congress to 
ensure that small entities are not 
unnecessarily and disproportionately 
burdened by government regulations. 
The RF A requires agencies to review 
rules that may have "a significant cost 
impact on a substantial number of small 
entities." 

All of the major changes to the rules 
discussed in this NPRM would affect 
mechanics and repairmen, who are 
individuals rather than business entities 
or government entities. The revisions 
that impact maintenance schools would 
not exceed the cost-threshold level, as 
found in FAA Order 2100.14A, 
"Regulatory Flexibility Criteria and 
Guidance" (September 1986). Therefore, 
the FAA has determined that the 
proposed revisions would not have a 
significant economic impact on a 
substantial number of small entities. 

International Trade Impact 
The proposed rule would not affect 

international trade since the mechanics 
affected would not be employed by 
firms whose operations are of an 
international scale. 

Unftmded Mandates Reform Ad 
Aa .. ......f 

This proposed rule does not contain 
any Federal intergovernmental or 
private sector m1111date. Therefore, the 
requirements o(Title II of the Unfunded 
Mandates Reform Act of 1995 do not 
apply. 

Federallma lmplicatiom 
The regulations proposed herein will 

not have substantial direct effects on the 
States, on the relationship between the 



Federal Re~ster·1 Vol. r3.'3. :-io. 131 -:-::ursdav. juiy 9. 1998,?~opcsec i\i_:;es Ji199 

nat10nal ,,;ovemment and the States, or 
on the distribution of power and 
responsibilities among various levels of 
government Therefore. in accordance 
with Executive Orde,12612, it is 
determined that this proposal would not 
have sufficient federalism implications 
to warrant the preparation of a 
Federalism Assessment. 

Cros.R.efennce 
To identify the location in proposed 

part 66 where present regulations (or 
portions thereoO pertaining to 
mechanics and repairmen would be 
found, thw following cross-reference list 
is provided. (Current §§ 65.1 through 
65.23, except for S 65.3, would not be 
deleted from part 65, as these sections 
would still pertain to those airmen who 
would continue- to be regulated by that 
part.) 

Old New 

65.1 ............... 66.1 
65.3 ............... 66.3 
65. 11 ....... -.... 66.5 
65.12 ............. 66.27 
65.13 ............. 66.7 
65.15 ............. 66.9 
65.18 ........ -... 66.13 
65.17 ............. 66.21· 
65.18 .... _....... 66.23 
65.19 ............. 66.25 
65.20 .......... - 66.19 
65.21 .. _......... 66.15 
65.23 ............. 66.29 
65.71 ............. 66.51 and 66.101 
65.73 ............. 66.53 and 66.103 
65.75 ............. 66.55 
65.n ............. 66.57 
65. 79 ............. 66.59 
65.80 ............. 66.61 
65.81 ......... _.. 66.63 and 66.109 
65.83 ............. 66.65 and 68.111 
65.85 ............. 66.63 and 66.109 
65.87 ............. 66.63 and 66.109 
65.89 ............. 66.11 
65.91 ............. 66.151 
65.92 ............. 66.153 
65.93 ............. 66.155 
65.95 ............. 66. 157 
65.101 ........... 66.203 
65.103 ........... 66.211 
65.104 ........... 66.205 and 68.213 
65.105 ........... 66.11 

The following list shows where the 
proposals contained in this document 
can be found in current part 65: 

New Old 

66.1 ............... 65.1 
66.3 ............... 65.3 
66.5 .. :............ 65.11 
66.7 ............... 65.13 
66.9 ............... 65.15 
66.11 ............. 65.89 and 85.1()5. 
66.13 ............. 65.16 
66.15 ..... -...... 65.21 
68.17 ............. New 

New Old 

66.19 ............. 65.20 
66.21 ............. 65.17 
66.23 ............. 65.18 
66.25. ............. 65.19 
66.27 .. ........... 65. 12 
66.29 ............. 65.23 
66.31 ............. New 
66.51 ............. 65.71 
66.53 ............. 65.73 
66.55 ............. 65. 75 
66.57 ............. 65.n 
66.59 .. -........ 65.79 
66.61 ······-·-.. 65.80 
66.63 ............. 65.81, 65..8&, and. 85.87 
66.65 ........ _ .. _ 65.83 
66.67 ............. New 
66.69 ............. New 
66.71 .. -......... New· 
66.73 ............. New 
68.101 ........... 65.71 
66.103 ........... 85.73 
66.105 ........... Nftt-
66.107 ........... New 
66.109 ........... 65.81, 65.85, and 65.87 
68.111 ........... 85.83 
66.113 ······-··· New 
66.115 ........... New 
66.117 ···-······ New 
66.119 --·······- Nftt. 
66.151 ·-·· .. -- 65.&1 
66.153 ........... 65.92 
66.155 ........... 85.93 
66.157 -··---·- 65.95 
68.201 ........... New. 
66.203 ........... 65.101 
66.206 .. ......... 65. 104-
68.207 .... -..... New 
68.209 ........... New 
68.211 ........... 65.103 
66.213 ........... 65.104 
66.215 ........... New 

I.isl of SUDjecta 

14 CFR Part 65 

Air traffic controllers, Aircraft.._ 
Ainnen,Airports,Alcoholabuse,Drug 
abuse, Reporting and record.keeping 
requirements. 

14 CFR Part 66 

Air safety. Air transportation, Aircraft, 
Airmen, Alcohol abuse, Aviation safety, 
Drug abuse. Reporting and 
recordlceeping requirements. 

14 CFR Part 147 

Aircraft,Ainnen,Educational 
facilities, Reporting and record.keeping 
requirements. Schools. 

The PropONd Ameodmen" 

In consideration of the foregoing, the. 
Federal Aviation Administration. 
proposes to amend Chapt8l' I of 14 CFR 
as follows~ 

PART 65-CERTIFICATION: AIR 
TRAFFIC CONTROL TOWER 
OPERATORS, AIRCRAFT 
DISPATCHERS, ANO PARACHUTE 
RIGGERS 

1. The heading for part 65 is revised 
to read as set forth above. 

2. The authority citation for part 65 
continues to read as follows: 

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(g}, 40113, 44701-
44703, "4707, 44709-4471t, 45102-45103, 
45301-45302. 

... t . [,.,,.. .. 

3. Section 65. l is amended by 
removing paragraphs (c) and (d) and 
redesignating paragraph (e) as paragraph 
(c). 

f 15.3 [Remowed arid Rewwd} 

4. Section 65.3 is removed and 
reserved. 

5. Section 65.11 is amended by 
revising paragraphs (c) and (d) to read 
as follows: 

f 11.11 Appllca1lort mid --
• • • • • 

(c) Unless authorized by the 
Administrator, a penon wh098 air traffic 
control tower operator certificate or · 
parachute rigger certificate is suspended 
may not apply for any rating to be added 
to that certificate during the period of 
suspension. 

(d) Unless the order of revocation 
provides otherwiee, a person whose air 
traffic control tower operator. aircraft 
dispatcher, or parachute rigger 
certificate is revoked may not apply for 
the same kind of certificate for 1 year 
after the date of revocation; 

6. Section 65.15 is revised to read as 
follows: 

f 15.15 Duration of certfflcn& 

(a) A certificate or rating issued under 
this part'is effective until it is 
surrendered, suspended, or revoked. 

(b) The holder ofa certificate issued 
under this part that is suspended, 
revoked, or is no longer effective, shall 
retum that certificate ta the 
Adminis~tor. 

Subpert 6 [Removed and Reserved] 

7. Part 65, subpart D. consisting of 
§§ 65. 71 throush 65. 95. is removed and 
reserved. · 

Subpart E [Removed and Reurved) 

· 8. Part 65, subpart E. consisting of 
§§ 65.101 through.65.105, is removed 
and reserved. 

9. Part 66 is added to read as follows: 
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PART 6t-CERTIFICA TION: AVIATION 
MAINTENANCE PERSONNEL 

Subpart A-General 

Sec. 
66.1 Applicability. 
66.3 Certification of foreign aviation 

maintenance personnel. 
66.5 Application and issue. 
66.7 Temporary certificate. 
66. 9 Duration of certificates. 
66.11 Display of certificate. 
66.13 Change of name: Replacement of lost 

or destroyed certificate. 
66.15 Change ofaddress. 
66.17 Periodic registration. 
66.19 Applications, certificates, logbooks, 

reports, and records: Falsification, 
reproduction, or alteration. 

66.21 Tests: General procedure. 
66.23 Knowledge tests: Cheating or other 

unauthorized conduct. 
66.25 Retesting after failure. 
66.27 Offenses involving alcohol or drugs. 
66.29 Refusal to submit to a drug or alcohol 

test. 
66.31 Waivers: Policy and procedures. 

Subpst &-Avldon MIIIIIIINlnce 
Technlclana 
66.51 Eligibility requinlments: GeneraL 
66.53 Ratinp. 
66.55 Aircraft rating: Knowledp 

requinments. 
66.57 Aircraft rating: Experience 

requirements. 
66.59 Aircraft rating: Competency 

requirements. 
66.61 Certificated aviation maintenance 

technician school students. 
66.63 Aircraft rating: Privileges and 

limitations. 
66.65 Aircraft rating: Recent experience 

requirements. 
66.67 Aviation maintenance instructor 

rating: Additional eligibility 
requirements. 

66.69 Aviation maintenance instructor 
rating: Instructional knowledge and 
proficiency. 

66.71 Aviation maintenance instructor 
rating: Privileges and limitations. 

66.73 Aviation maintenance instructor 
rating: Recent experience requirements. 

Subpa't C-Avtdon .........,_ 
TechnlclaM (Tra1impol1t 

66.101 Eligibility requinments: GeneraL 
66.103 Ratinp. 
66.105 Transition to new certiflc:atN and 

ratinp. . 
66.107 Aircraft rating: Additional eligibility 

requirements. 
66.109 Aircraft rating: Privileges and 

limitations. 
66.111 Aircraft rating: Recent experience 

requirements. 
66.113 Aviation maintenance instructor 

rating: Additional eligibility 
requirements. 

66.115 Aviation maintenance instructor 
rating: Privileges and limitations. 

66.117 Aviation maintenance instructor 
rating: Recent experience requirements. 

66.119 Aviation maintenance technician 
( transport) training providers. 

Subpart D-lnspectton Authortutlons 

66.151 Eligibility requirements: General. 
66.153 Duration of authorization. 
66.155 Renewal of authorization. 
66.157 Privileges and limitations. 

Subpert E-Avlatlon AepN' Speclallm 

66.201 Aviation repair specialist certificates 
· issued on the basis of proficiency in a 

designated specialty area (ARs-1): 
Eligibility. 

66.203 Aviation repair specialist certificates 
issued on the basis of employment 
CARS-II): Eligibility. 

66.205 Aviation repair specialist certificates 
issued to experimental aircraft builders 
(ARS-lll): Eligibility. 

66.207 Transition to new certificates. 
66.209 Aviation repair specialist certificates 

issued on the basis of proficiency in a 
designated specialty area (ARS,.J): 
Privileges and limitations. 

66.211 Aviation repair specialist certificates 
issued on the basis of employment 
CARS-II): Privileges and limitations. 

66.213 Aviation repair specialist certificates 
issued to experimental aircraft builders 
(ARs-lII): Privileges and limitations. 

66.215 Aviation repair specialist certificates 
issud on the basis of pro&dency in 1. 
designated specialty area (ARS-1): 
Recent experience requirements. 

Appendix A to Part 88--Aviation 
Maintenance Technician (Transport) 
Training Program Curriculum 
Requirements 

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(g), 40113, 44701-
44703, 44707, 44709-447t1, 45102-45103, 
45301-4530%. 

Subpart A-Gener9I 

f 11.1 Appllabillty. 

(a) This part prescribes the­
requintments for is&uin8 the certificates 
listed in paragraph (b) of this section 
and any associated. ratin8 or inspection 
authorization and the general operatin8 
rules for holden of those certificates, 
ratin8S, and inspection authorizations. 

(b) The following certificates are 
issued under this part: 

(1) Aviation maintenance technician. 
(2) Aviation maintenance technician 

(transport). 
(3) Aviation repair specialist. 

t 11.3 CertHlcellon of fOl'9lgn avldon 
l'Mln...,......,.ML. 

A person who is neithet a U.S. citizen 
nor a resident alien is issued a 
certificate under subpart B or C of this 
part, outside the United States, only 
when the Administrator finds that the 
certificate is needed for the operation or 
continued airworthiness of a U.S.­
registered civil aircrdL 

§ 68.5 Appllcatlon and issue. 

(a) Application for a certificate, rating. 
or inspection authorization under this 
part must be made on a fonn and in a 
manner prescribed by the 
Administrator. Each person who is 
neither a U.S. citizen nor a resident 
alien and who applies for a knowledge 
or practical test to be administered 
outside the United States or for any 
certificate, ratin8, or inspection 
authorization issued under this part 
must show evidence that the fee 
prescribed in appendix A to part 187 of 
this chapter has been paid. 

(b) An applicant who meets the 
requirements of this part is entitled to 
an appropriate certificate, rating, or 
inspection authorization. 

(c) Unless authorized by the 
Administrator, a person whose aviation 
maintenance technician certificate, 
aviation maintenance technician 
(transport) certificate, or aviation repair 
specialist certificate is suspended may 
not apply for any rating to be added to 
that certificate during the period of 
suspension. 

(d) Unless the order ofl"evocation 
provides otherwise, a person whole 
aviation. maintenance technician 
certificate, aviation maintenance 
technician (transport) certificate. or 
aviation repair specialist certificate is 
revoked may not apply for any of these 
certificates for 1 year after the date of 
revocation. 

t 11.7 Temporsy car1111C8t& 

A certificate or rating effective for a 
period of not more than 120 days may 
be issued to a qualified applicant, 
pending review of the applicant's 
qualifications and the issuance by the 
Administrator of the certificate or rating 
for which the application was made. 

t M.t Dundlon of cartltlC8taa. 

(a) An aviation maintenance 
technician certificate.-an aviation 
maintenance technician (transport) 
certificate, an aviation repair specialist 
certificate issued on the basis of 
proficiency in a designated specialty 
area (ARS-1), an aviation repair 
specialist p,rtificate issued to an 
experimental aircraft builder (ARS-m). 
or any rating issued under this part is 
effective until it is surrendered, 
suspended, or ravoked. 

(b) Unless it is sooner surrendered, 
suspended, or revoked, an aviation 
repair specialist certificate issued on the 
basis of employment (ARS-11) is 
effective until the holder of that 
certificate is relieved from the duties for 
which the bolder was employed and 
certificated. 
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the knowledge. experience. and 
competency requirements prescribed for 
the rating sought if the applicant applies 
within 90 days after graduation from an 
aviation maintenance technician school. 
certificated under part 147 of this 
chapter. that is specifically authorized 
by the Administrator to test applicants 
on the competency requirements for the 
certificate and rating sought. 

§ et.53 Aircraft raung: Prlvttegee Md 
llmltatlons. 

(a) Except as specified in paragraph 
(d) of this section, a certificated aviation 
maintenance technician with an aircraft 
rating may perform the maintenance, 
preventive maintenance, or alteration to 
any aircraft. airframe. aircraft engine, 
propeller, appliance, component, or part 
thereof, and any additional duties in 
accordance with §66.157. 

(bl Except as specified in paragraph 
(d) of this section, a certificated aviation 
maintenance technician with an aircraft 
rating may supervise the maintenance, 
preventive maintenance, or alteration of, 
or after inspection, approve for return to 
service, any aircraft, airframe, aircraft 
engine, propeller, appliance, 
component. or part thereof provided the 
aviation maintenance technician, has-

( 1) Satisfactorily performed the work 
at an earlier date: 

(2) Demonstrated the ability to 
perfonn the work to the satisfaction of 
the Administrator; 

(3) Received training acceptable to the 
Administrator on the tasks to be . 
perfonned: or 

(4) Performed the work while working 
under the direct supervision of a 
certificated aviation maintenance 
technician, certificated aviation 
maintenance technician (transport), or II 
certificated aviation repair specialist, 
whohas-

(i) Had previous experience in the 
specific operation concerned; or 

(ii) Received training acceptable to the 
Administrator on the tasks to be 
performed. 

(cl Except as specified in paragraph 
(d) of this section, a certificated aviation 
maintenance technician with an aircraft 
rating may perform the 100-hour 
inspection required by part 91 of this 
chapter on any aircraft, airframe, aircraft. 
engine, propeller, appliance. 
component. or part thereof, and approve 
that aircraft, airframe, aircraft engine, 
propeller, appliance, component. or part 
for return to service. 

(d) A certificated aviation 
maintenance technician with an aircraft 
rating may not-

( 1) Approve for return to service any · 
aircraft certificated under part 25 or part 

29 of this chapter except after the 
performance of-

( i) Those tasks specified in paragraph 
(cl of appendix A to part 43 of this 
chapter: or 

(ii) Other tasks specified by the 
Administrator: 

(2) Perform or supervise (unless under 
the direct supervision and control of a 
repair station certificated under part 145 
of this chapter or of an air carrier 
operating under part 121 or part 135 of 
this chapter)-

(i) A major repair or major alteration 
of a propeller; or 

(ii) Any repair or alteration of 
instruments other than a horizontal-card 
liquid·fille,i compass: 

(3) Approve for return to service­
(i) Any aircraft, airframe, aircraft 

engine, propeller, appliance, 
component, or part thereof after 
completion of a major repair or major 
alteration; or 

(ii) Any instrument other than a 
horizontal-card liquid-filled compass 
after completion of any repair or 
alteration: 

(4) Exercise the privileges of th• 
certificate unless the aviation 
maintenance technician understands the 
current instructions for continued 
airworthiness and the maintenance 
instructions for the specific operation 
concerned. 

t eus Alrct8ft rating: ANent upenence 
requkemenlL 

(a) Except as provided. in paragraphs 
(b) and (c) of this section, a certificated 
aviation maintenance technician with 
an aircraft rating may not exercise the 
privileges of the aircraft rating unless 
the aviation maintenance technician 
has-

(1) For at least 6 months within the 
preceding 24 montha-

(i) Served as an aviation maintenance 
technician: 

(ii) Served under the supervision of a 
certificated aviation maintenance 
technician or aviation maintenance 
technician (transport); 

(iii) Technically supervised other 
aviation maintenance technicians; 

(iv) Provided aviation maintenance 
instruction or served as the direct 
supervisor of persons providing aviation 
maintenance instruction for an aviation 
maintenance technician course or 
program acceptable to th• 
Administrator; 

(v) Supervised, in an executive 
capacity, the maintenance, preventive 
maintenance, or alteration of any 
aircraft. airframe, aircraft engine, 
propeller. appliance, component. or part 
thereof: or 

(vi) Been engaged in any combin 
of paragraphs (a)( 1 ){i) through (al( 1 
of this section; and 

(2) Within the preceding 24 moot 
(i) Successfully completed an avi 

maintenance technician refresher 
course, inspection authorization 
refresher course, or other course of 
instruction acceptable to the 
Administrator and appropriate to th, 

. duties of an aviation maintenance 
technician; 

(ii) Performed maintenance or 
preventive maintenance for a certific 
holder having a maintenance and 
preventive maintenance training 
program as required under§ 121.375 
§ 135.433 of this chapter; 

(iii) Performed maintenance or 
preventive maintenance for a U.S.­
certificated repair station that perfom 
work in accordance with § 145.2(a) of 
this chapter or conducts a maintenanc 
and preventive maintenance training 
program:or 

(iv) Provided aviation maintenance 
instruction. or served as the dil9c::t 
supem:sor of persons providing aviatic 
maintenance instruction, for an aviatio 
maintenance training course or prograr 
acceptable to the Administrator in 
which instruction is provided in the 
maintenance. preventive maintenance, 
or alteration of any aircraft, airframe. 
aircraft engine, propeller, appliance, 
component, or part thereof. 

(b) A certificated aviation 
maintenance technician who has not 
met the requirements of paragraph (a) ol 
this section may exercise the privileges 
of the certificate and rating (including 
for compensation or hire) if, within the 
preceding 24 month&-

(1) The aviation maintenance 
technician has successfully completed a 
requalification course acceptable to the 
Administrator; or 

(2) The Administrator has found the 
aviation maintenance technician 
competent to exercise the privileges of 
the certificate. 

(c) A certificated aviation 
maintenance technician who has met 
the requirements of paragraph (a)(l) of 
this section, but has not met the 
requinlments specified in paragraph 
(a)(2) or (b) of this section may exercise 
the privileges of the certificate and 
rating, but net for compensation or hint. 

t 81.17 Avletlon ,_,,...ice lnatructor 
rating: AddlUOMI ellglbHlty requlremenlL 

(a) An applicant for an aviation 
maintenance technician certificate with 
an aviation maintenance instructor 
rating must-

(1) Hold a current and valid aviation 
maintenance technician certificate. with 
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an aircraft rating, that has been in effect 
for a total of at least 3 years; 

(2) Have been actively engaged, for at 
least the 2·year period before the date of 
application, in maintainin8 aircraft in 
accordance with this chapter; and 

(3) Within 24 months of the date of 
application, pass a knowledse test on 
the subjects in which instruction is 
required under S 66.69 or, at the time of 
application-

(i) Hold a current and valid ground 
instructor or flight instructor certificate: 

(ii) Present an appropriate graduation 
certificate, a certificate of completion, or 
other documentary evidence acceptable 
to the Administrator, that demonstrates 
the award of a degree in education, 
vocational education, technical 
education, or occupational education 
from an accredited institution; or 

(iii) Hold a current and valid State 
teaching certificate, acceptable to the 
Administrator, that requires the bolder 
to obtain proficiency in the subjects 
specified in S 68.69. 

(b) Before [date 12 months after the 
effective date of the final rule), an· . 
applicant who can present evidence 
acceptable to the Administrator, that be 
or she bas served as an aviation 
maintenance instructor, or u the 
supervisor of aviation maintenance 
instructors at an aviation maintenance 
school certificated under part 147 of this 
chapter, need not comply with the 
requirements of paragraph (a)(3) of this 
section. 

f M.et Avletlon ffllllnlellllnOe lnslruotlOr 
rattng: lna1ru01loMI 1cnowt1dge end 
proficiency. 

An applicant for an aviation 
maintenance technician certificate with 
an aviation maintenance instructor 
rating must satisfactorily demonstrate 
instructional knowledge and proficiency 
in the following subjects: 

(a) The learning process. 
(b) Elements of effective teaching. 
(c) Student evaluation and testing. 
(d) Course development. 
(e) Lesson planning. 
(0 Classroom trainin& techniquee. 

f M.71 Aviation 11'19111...._ lllelnlelar 
rating: Prlvtlegee Met llmHllllo,-. 

A certificated aviation maintenance 
technician with an aviation 
maintenance instructor ratins-

(a) May serve as an aviation 
maintenance instructor under the 
provisions of§§ 147.23 and 147.36 of 
this chapter; and 

(b) May only exercise the privileges of_ 
that rating when holding a current and 
valid aviation maintenance technician 
certificate with an aircraft rating. 

§ &e.73 Aviation maintenance lnetructor 
rating: Recent experience requlrementL 

A certificated aviation maintenance 
technician with an aviation 
maintenance instructor rating may not 
exercise the privileges of that rating 
unless within the preceding 24 months 
the ind.ividual-

(a) Has provided. 300 hours of aviation 
maintenance instruction; 

(b) Has. for a period of 300 hours, 
supervised other aviation maintenance 
instructors; 

(c) Has successfully completed an 
aviation maintenance technician 
refresher course or other course of 
instruction acceptable to the 
Administrator and appropriate to the 
duties of an aviation maintenance 
instructor: or 

(d) The Administrator bas determined 
that the aviation maintenance 
technician meets the standards 
presaibed in this part for the issuance 
of the aviation maintenance technician. 
certificate with the aviation 
maintenance instructor rating. 

SUbpmrt ~Avldon MalnteNlnc:e· 
Technlcl8ns (Tl'llft-,orl) · 

f N.101 EllgllilltJ ,........._ Oenerlt. 
An applicant for an aviation 

maintenance technicim (transport) 
certificate, must-

(a) Hold a current and valid aviation 
maintenance technician certificate with 
an aircraft rating: and 

(b) Comply with any additional 
eligibility req~anb specified for the 
rating sought. 

fM.103 ~ 
The followins ratings an issued 

under this subpart: 
(a) Aircraft. 
(b) Aviation maintenance instructor. 

f N.105 TNl18111on 10 new oet1lftCMla Met -........... 
(a) A mechanic certificate with -

airframe and powerplantl'lltings that 
wu issued before, and wu valid on 
[date 12 months after the effective date 
of the final rule), is equal to an aviation 
maintenance technician {trans~} 
certificate with an aircraft rating and 
may be exchanged for such a 
correspondina certificate and ratins, 

(b) The bolaer of a current and valid­
mechanic certificate with an airframe. 
rating may exercise the privileg• 
specified in S 66.109; however. the 
holder may not approve the powerplan, 
or propeller of any aircraft certificated 
under this chapter and any related 
appliance, component, or part thereof. 
for return to service. 

(c) The holder of a current and valid 
mechanic certificate with a powerplant 

rating may exercise the privileges 
specified in § 66.109; however, the 
holder may not approve the airframe of 
any aircraft certificated under this 
chapter and any related appliance, 
component, or part thereof, for return to 
service. 

§M.107 Alrcndl rdng: Addllloi• 
ellglblllty ,...,.,.....,_ 

An applicant (or an aviation 
maintenance technician (transport) 
certificate with an aircraft rating must 
present an appropriate graduation 
certificate, a certificate of completion, or 
other documentary evidence acceptable 
to the Administrator, that demonstrates 
the satisfactory completion of-

(a) An aviation maintenance 
technician (transport) training program. 
administered by an approved training 
provider, that meets the requirements of 
appendix A to this part; 

(b) An aviation maintenance 
technician (transport} trainin9 program 
approved under part 147 of this chapter 
that meeta the requ.ilemanb of 
paragraph (d) of appendix A to this pmt; 
or 

(c) A trainin9 program approved 
under part 121, subpart L. or put 135-, 
subpart J. of this chapter that meets the 
requirements of paragraph (d} of 
appendix A to this part. 

f ll.10I AINnft ,-. Prtwllegee Md 
llmilllloM. 

(a) Except as specified in paragraph 
(d) ofthis section, a certificated aviation 
maintenance techniciaa (transport) with 
an aircraft rating may perform 
maintenance, preventive maintenance. 
or alteration on any aircraft. airframe, 
aircraft engine, propeller, appliance, or 
component part thereof, and any 
additional duties in accordance with 
§66.157. -

(b) Except u specified in paragraph 
(d) of this section, a certificated aviation 
maintenance technician (transport) may 
supervise the maintenance, preventive 
maintenance, or alteration of. and after 
inspection approve for return to service, 
any aircraft, airframe, aircraft engine, 
propeller, appliance, component, or_ part 
thereof, provided the aviation 
maintenauce technician (transport). 
bu- • 

(1) Satisfactorily performed the work 
at an eulier date: 

(2) Demonstrated the ability to­
perform the work to the •tisfaction of 
the Administrator; 

(3) Received training acceptable to the 
Administrator on the tasks to be 
performed: or . 

(4) Performed the work while working 
under the direct supervision of a 
certificated aviation maintenance 



~-------- federal Register/ Vol. 63. :\o. 131.·· Thursaav. J'-llY 9. ,9981 ?roposea :\u,es 

(c) The holder of a certificate issued 
under this part that is suspended. 
revoked. or no longer effective, shall 
return that certificate to the 
Administrator. 

§ 6e. 11 Olspi.y of c.tttflcai.. 
Each person who holds an aviation 

maintenance technician certificate. an 
aviation maintenance technician 
(transport) certificate, or an aviation 
repair specialist certificate shall keep it 
within the immediate area where the 
person normally exercises the privileges 
of the certificate and shall p1'8Sent it for 
inspection upon the request of the 
Administrator or an authorized 
representative of the National 
Transportation Safety Board, or of any 
Federal, State, or local law enforcement 
officer. 

f N.13 Chlnge of W A9fll8C11M11t of 
lo.t or dNlroyect cerU1lcllllo 

(a) An application for a change of 
name on a certificate issued under this 
part must be accompanied. by the 
applicant's current certificate and the 
marriage license, court order, or other 
document verifying the change. The 
documents are returned to the applicant 
after inspection. 

(b) An application for replacement of 
a lost or destroyed certificate is made by 
letter to the Department of 
Transportation, Federal Aviation 
Administration. Airman Certification 
Branch, Post Office Box 25082, 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73125. The 
letter must-

(1) Contain the name in which the 
certificate was issued, the permanent 
mailing address (including Z1P Code). 
Social Security Number (if any), and 
date and place of birth of the certificate 
holder, and any available information 
regarding the grade, number, and date of 
issue of the certificate and the ratings on 
it; and 

(2) Be accompanied by a check or 
money order for $2, payable to the 
Federal Aviation Administration. 

(cl A person whose certificate issued 
under this part has been lost may obtain 
a telegram or facsimile from the Federal 
Aviation Administration confirming 
that it wu issued. The telegram or 
facsimile may be carried as a certificate 
for a period not to exceed 90 days, 
pending the receipt of a duplicate 
certificate under paragraph (b) of this 
section, unless the person has been 
notified that the certificate has been 
suspended or revoked. The request for 
such a telegram or facsimile may be 
made by prepaid telegram or facsimile,. 
stating the date on which a duplicate 
certificate was requested, or including 
the request for a duplicate and a money 

order for the appropriate amount. The 
request for a telegraphic or facsimile 
certificate should be sent to the office 
prescribed in paragraph (b) of this 
section. 

§ H.15 Change of addreaa. 

The holder of a certificate issued 
under this part who has made a change 
in permanent mailing address may not, 
after 30 days from that date, exercise the 
privileges of the certificate unless the 
holder has notified, in writing, the 
Department of Transportation, Federal 
Aviation Administration, Airman 
Certification Branch, Post Office Box 
25082, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 
73125, of the new address. 

f N.17 Ptrlodtc reglatlatlotw. 

(a) Except as provided in paragraph 
(b) of this section, the holder of an 
aviation maintenance technician 
certificate or an aviation maintenance 
technician (transport) certificate shall, 
before the last day of the 12th calendar 
month after (date 12 months after the 
effective date of the final rule), and 
before the last day of each 48-ca.lendar­
month period thereafter, notify, in a 
form and manner presaibed by the 
Administrator, the Department of 
Transportation, Federal Aviation 
Administration, Airman CertiJication 
Branch, Post Office Box 25082, 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73125, of his 
or her current mailing address. 

(b) The holder of an aviation. 
maintenance technician certificate or an 
aviation maintenance technician 
(transport) certificate need not comply 
with the notification provisions of 
paragraph (a) of this section if the 
holder has, within the same 12· or 48-
calendar-month period for which a 
notification was required in paragraph 
(a) of this saction-

( 1) Been issued a certificate, rating. or 
inspection authorization under the 
provisions of this part: 

(2) Been issued an airman medical 
certificate under the provisions of part 
6 7 of this chapter: or 

(3) Notified the Department of 
Transportation, Federal Aviation. 
Administration, Airman Certification 
Branch, Post Office Box 25082, 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73125, under 
the provisions of§ 6&.13 or§ 68.15. 

(c) The holder of an aviation 
maintenance technician certificate .. or an 
aviation maintenance technician 
(transport) certificate issued under this 
part, who has not complied with the 
requirements of this section may not 
exercise the privileges of the certificate 
until the notification required by this 
section has been made. 

§ 66. 19 Applications, certificates, 
logbOoks, reports, and records: 
Falslflcatlon, reproduction, or altera 

(a) No person may make or cau 
be made-

(1) Any fraudulent or intention, 
false statement on any applicatior 
certificate, rating, or inspection 
authorization under this part; 

(2) Any fraudulent or intentiona 
false entry in any logbook, record, 
report that is required to be kept, n 
or used to show compliance with a 
requirement for any certificate, rati 
inspection authorization under this 

(3} Any reproduction, for fraudul 
purpose, of any certificate, ~ting, o. 
inspection authorization under this 
or 

(4) Any alteration of any certificat 
rating, or inspection authorization 
under this part. 

(b} The commission by any person 
an act prohibited under paragraph (a 
this section is a basis for suspending 
revoking any airman certificate, ratin 
or inspection authorization held by ti 
person. 

f 111.21 TNIS: General p,oceduna. 

(a) Tests prescribed by or under this 
part are given at times and places, and 
by penons, designated by the 
Administrator. 

(b) The minimum passing grade for 
each test is 70 percent. 

t ee.23 Knowt1dge 19818: ChNlng o, 
otber UMUthortnd conduct. 

(a) Except as authorized by the 
Administrator, no person may-

(1) Copy, or intentionally remove, a 
knowledge test under this part; 

(2) Give to another, or receive from 
another, any part or copy of that test; 

(3) Give help on that test to, or receive 
help on that test from, any person . 
during the period that the test is being 
given; 

(4) Take any part of that test on behalf 
of another person; 

(5) Use any material or aid during the 
period that the test is being given; or 

(6) Intentionally cause, assist. or 
participate in any act prohibited by this 
paragraph (a). 

(b) Nb person who commits an act 
prohibited by paragraph (a) of this 
section is eligible for any airman or 
ground instructor certificate, rating, or 
inspection authori:r.ation under this 
chapter for a period of 1 year after the 
date of that act. In addition, the 
commission of that act is a basis for 
suspending or revoking any airman or 
ground instructor certificate, rating, or 
inspection authorization held by that 
person. 
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§ 66.25 Retesting after failure. 
An applicant for a knowledge, oral. or 

practical test for a certificate, rating. or 
inspection authorization under this part, 
may apply for retestint-: 

(al After 30 days after the date the 
applicant failed the test: or 

(bl Before the 30 days have expired if 
the applicant presents a sipecl 
statement from an airman holding the 
certificate, rating, or inspection 
authorization sought by the applicant, 
which certifies that the airman bu 
given the applicant additional 
instruction in each of the subjects failed 
and that the airman considen the 
applicant ready for retestins, 

f 8CU7 Offen .. lnvolvtng .tcohol or 
druga. .' 

(a) A conviction for the violation of 
any Federal or State statute relating to 
the growing, processing, manufacture, 
sale, disposition, possession, 
transportation,orimportationof 
narcotic drugs, marihuana, or 
depressant or stimulant drugs or 
substances, is grounds for-

{ll Denial of an application for any 
certificate, ratins, or inspection 
authorization issued unaer this part for 
a period of up to 1 year after the date 
of final conviction; or 

(2l Suspension or revocation of any 
certificate, rating, or inspection 
authorization issued under this part. 

(b) The commission of an act: 
prohibited by § 91.19(a) of this chapter 
is grounds for- · 

(1) Denial of an application for a 
certificate. ratiJl8, or inspection 
authorization issued unaer this part for 
a period of up to 1 year after the date 
of that act: or 

(2) Suspension or revocation of any 
certificate. rating. or inspection. 
authorization issued under this part. 

f 11..21 AefU8111 to 8UbmH to a drug or 
alcoholtNt. 

(a) This section applies to an 
employee who performs a function 
listed in appendix I or appendix J to 
part 121 of this chapter dinctly or by 
contract for a certificate holder 
operating under part 121 or part 135 of 
this chapter. or an operator as deflned 
in§ 135.l(c) of this chaP-ter. 

(b) Refusal by the holaer of a 
certificate issued under this part to tab 
a drug test required under the 
provisions of appendix I to part 121 of 
this chapter or an alcohol test required 
under the provisions of appendix J to 

(2) Suspension or revocation of any 
certificate, rating, or inspection 
authorization issued under this part. 

§ 11..31 Waivers: Policy and procecturea. 

(a) If the Administrator finds that the 
holder can safely exercise the privileges 
of the certiftcate and rating, the 
Administrator may issue any certificate 
or associated rating, spttdfled under the 
provisions of this part, that authorizes 
the holder to exercise the privileges and 
limitations of the certificate and rating 
in deviation from SS 68.51(b), 68.57, 
66.201(b), and 66.203(b). 

(b) An application for a certificate and 
rating, issued under the provisions of 
paragraph (a) of this section, shall be 
made on a fonn and in a manner 
presaibecl by the Administrator and 
must be submitted to FAA 
Headquarten, Flight Standards Service, 
Aircraft. Maintenance Division 
(AFS'300), 800 Independence Avenue 
SW., Washington. DC 20591. 

(c) A certificate or any associated 
ratin9, issued. under the provisions of 
paragraph (a) of this section, is effective 
as specified in the certificate and rating. 

SUbpllrt 11-Avtallon MmntelWlce 
Technlcillna 

1eu1 a1g111•1y ,......,..... G1Mn1L 

An applicant for an aviation 
maintenance technician certificate and 
any associated rating must-

(a) Be at leu& 18 yean of age; 
(b) Demonstrate the ability to read, 

write, speak. and understand the 
English language by reading and 
explaining appropriate maintenance 
publications and by writins defect and 
repair statements. If the applicant is 
unable to meet any of these 
requuements because of medical 
reasons. the Administrator may place 
such limitations on that applicant's 
certificate as are necessary for the safa 
maintenance, rreventive maintenance, 
or alteration o aircraft; 

(c) Comply with the knowledge, 
experience, and competency 
requirements prescribed for the rating 
sought; 

(d) Comply with any additional 
eligibility requirements specified for the 
rating sought; and 

(e) Pua all of the-prescribed tests for 
the ra~ sought, within a period of 24 
mont.tis. 

part 121 of this chapter, is grounds for- 111.U Aallnp. 
(1) Denial of an application £or any · . . . 

certificate, rating, or inspection . The followms ratings are muecl 
jluthorization issued under this part for under this subpart: 
a period of up to 1 year after the date (a) Aircraft. 
of that refusal; and (b) Aviation maintenance instructor. 

§ &e.55 Aircraft rating: Knowledge 
requirement&. 

(a) Except as specified in § 66.Sl(a). 
each applicant for an aviation 
maintenance technician certificate with 
an aircraft rating must, after meeting the 
applicable requirements of§ 66.57, pass 
the applicable knowledge tests coverins 
the construction and maintenance of 
ain:raft. appropriate to the certificate and 
rating, the regulations in this subpart, 
and the relevant provisions of this 
chapter. 

(ti) Except as specified in § 68.61(a), 
each applicant must pass all applicable 
knowledge tests before applying for the 
oral and practical tests prescribed by 
§ 66.59. A report of the knowledge tests 
will be made available to the applicanL 

§ 81.17 Alrct8ft rating: Experience 
requlrementa. 

·Each applicant for an aviation 
maintenance technician certificate with 
an aircraft. rating must present-

(a) An appropriate graduation . 
certificate or a certificate of completion 
from a certificated aviation maintenance 
technician school: or 

(b) Documentary evidence, ac:ceptable 
to the AdminiJtntor, of at leut 5,000 
houn of practical experience with the 
proceduns.. practices, material8, tools. 
machine tools. and equipment generally 
used in constructinl, maintaining. or 
altering aircraft. 

...... Alrcnft1'91tng: Compelllicy .............. 
Each applicant for an aviation 

maintenance technician certificate with 
an aircraft. rating must demonstrate 
competency in performing tasks 
appropriate to the certificate sought by 
passing both an oral and a practical test. 
These tests will be based on the subjects. 
covered by the knowledge tests for the 
certificate and rating. 

f 11..11 Certltlcm9d avt8tlon malnfillWIOe 
tect".nlclu 8Chool atudent& 

(a) Whenever an aviation maintenance 
technician school certificated under part 
147 of this chapter demonstrates to an 
FAA inspector that one of its students 
bu made satisfactory progreu at the 
school and is prepared to take the oral 
and practical tests taLrescribed by § 68.59", 
that student inay those tests durins 
the final subjects of that student's 
trainiJl8 in the approved curriculum 
before meeting the applicable 
experience requirements of§ 68.57 and 
before passing the knowledge tests 
prescribed by § 68.55. 

(b) An applicant for an aviation 
maintenance technician certificate and 
rating under this part who bu 
successfully completed all applicable 
knowledge tests is considered to meet 
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technician. certificated aviation 
maintenance technician (transport). or 
certificated aviation repair specialist 
who has-

(i) Had previous experience in the 
specific operation concerned; or 

(ii) Received training acceptable to the 
Administrator on the tasks to be 
performed. 

(c) Except as specified in paragraph 
( d) of this section, a certificated aviation 
maintenance technician (transport) may 
perform the 100-hour inspection 
required by part 91 of this chapter on 
any aircraft, airframe, aircraft engine, 
propeller, appliance, component, or part 
thereof. and approve the aircraft, 
airframe, aircraft engine, propeller, 
appliance, component, or part for return 
to service. 

(d) A certificated aviation 
maintenance technician (transport) with 
an aircraft rating may not-

( 1) Perform or supervise (unless under 
the direct supervision md control of a 
repair station certificated under part 145 
of this chapter or of an air carrier 
operating under part 121 or part 135 of 
this chapter)-

(i) A major repair or major alteration 
of a propeller; or 

(ii) Any repair or alteration of 
instruments, other than a horizontal­
card liquid-filled compass; 

(2) Approve for return to service­
(i) Any aircraft, airframe, aircraft 

engine, propeller. appliance, 
component, or part thereof after 
completion of a major repair or major 
alteration; or 

(ii) Any instrument other than a 
horizontal-card liquid-filled compass 
after completion of any repair or 
alteration; 

(3) Exercise the privileges of the 
certificate unless the aviation 
maintenance technician (transport) 
understands the current instructions for 
continued airworthiness and the 
maintenance instructions for the 
specific operation concerned. 

§ &e.111 Alrcmt rdng: Aec4Nlt expertenc» 
requlrementL 

(a) Except as provided in paragraphs 
(b) and (c) of this section, a certificated 
aviation maintenance technician 
(transport) with an aircraft rating may 
not exercise the privileges of the aircraft 
rating unless the aviation maintenance 
technician (transport) has-

( 1) For at least 6 months within the 
preceding 24 months-

(i) Served as an aviation maintenance 
technician (transport) engaged in the 
maintenance, preventive maintenance, 
or alteration of aircraft certificated 
under part 25 or part 29 of this chapter, 
or of any airframe, aircraft engine, 

propeller, appliance, component, or part 
thereof; 

(ii) Served under the supervision of a 
certificated aviation maintenance 
technician (transport) engaged in the 
maintenance. preventive maintenance, 
or alteration of aircraft certificated 
under part 25 or part 29 of this chapter, 
or of any airframe, aircraft engine, 
propeller, appliance, component. or part 
thereof: 

(iii) Technically supervised other 
aviation maintenance technicians or 
aviation maintenance technicians 
(transport) engaged in the maintenance. 
preventive maintenance. or alteration of 
aircraft certificated under part 25 or part 
29 of this chapter, or of any airframe, 
aircraft engine, propeller, appliance, 
component; or part thereof; 

(iv) Provided aviation maintenance 
instruction or served as the direct 
supervisor of persons providing aviation 
maintenance instruction for an aviation 
maintenance training course or program 
acceptable to the Administrator, in 
which instruction is provided in the 
maintenance, preventive maintenance;­
or alteration of aircraft certificated 
under part 25 or part 29 of this chapter, 
or of any airframe, aircraft engine. 
propeller, appliance, component. or part 
thereof; 

(v) Supervised, in an executive 
capacity, the maintenance, preventive 
maintenance, or alteration of aircraft 
certificated under part 25 or part 29 of · · 
this chapter, or of any airframe, aircraft 
engine, propeller, appliance, 
component, or part thereof; or 

(vi) Been engaged in any combination 
of paragraphs (a)(l)(i) through (a)(l)tv} 
of this section; and 

(2) Within the preceding 24 months­
(i) Successfully completed an aviation 

maintenance technician (transport) 
refresher course, inspection 
authorization refresher course, or course 
of instruction acceptable to the 
Administrator and appropriate to the 
duties of an aviation maintenance 
technician (transport): 

(ii} Performed maintenance or 
preventive maintenance for a certificate 
holder with a maintenance and 
preventive maintenance training 
program required under§ 121.375 or 
§ 135.433 of this chapter; , 

(iii) Performed maintenance or 
preventive maintenance for a U.S.­
certificated repair station that performs 
work in accordance with § 145.2(a) of 
this chapter or conducts ll'maintenance 
and preventive maintenance training 

pro(.8f8!D) Pro; O!ded ' ' ' 1v v1 8'Vlation mamtenance 
instruction or served as the direct 
supervisor of persons providing aviation 
maintenance instruction for an aviation 

maintenance training course o 
acceptable to the Administrate 
which instruction is provided . 
maintenance, preventive maint 
or alteration of aircraft, or of an 
airframe, aircraft engine, propei 
appliance. component, or part t 

(b) A certificated aviation 
maintenance technician (transp< 
has not met the requirements of 
paragraph (a) of this section may 
exercise the privileges of the cert 
and rating (including for compen 
or hire) if, within the preceding 2 
months-

(!) The aviation maintenance 
technician (transport) has success 
completed a requalification COW'SI 
acceptable to the Administrator; o 

(2) The Administrator has founc 
the aviation maintenance technici, 
(transport) is competent to exercis1 
privileges of the certificate. 

(c) A certificated aviation 
maintenance technician (transport) 
has met the requirements of paragn 
(a)(l) of this section, but has not me 
requirements specified in paragrapl 
(a)(2) or (b) of this section, may exer 
the privileges of the certificate and 
rating, but not for compensation or l 

(d) The holder of an aviation 
maintenance technician (transport) 
certificate with an aircraft rating, wh 
has not met the recent experience 
requirements of this section but has r 
the recent experience requirements o. 
§ 66.65 for the holder of an aviation 
maintenance technician certificate wi 
an aircraft rating, may exercise the 
privileges of an aviation maintenance 
technician certificate with an aircraft 
rating until the recent experience 
requirements of this section have been 
met. 

§ 11,.113 Avtdon fflllinten811C9 lnstmctor 
rating: AddltlONlf etlglblllty requlrementL 

(a) An applicant for an aviation 
maintenance technician (transport) 
certificate with an aviation maintenanc. 
instructor rating must-

(1) Hold a current and valid aviation 
maintenance technician (transport) 
certificate with an aircraft rating that 
has been in effect for a total of at least 
3 years; 

(2)'Have been actively engaged, for at 
least the 2-year period before the date o 
application, in maintaining aircraft in 
accordan~ with this chapter; and 

(3) Within 24 months of the date of 
application, pass a knowledge test on 
the subjects in which instruction is 
required under § 66.69 or, at the time of 
application-

(i) Hold a current and valid ground 
instructor or flight instructor certificate; 
or 
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(ii) Present an appropriate graduation 
certificate. a certificate of completion, or 
other documentary evidence acceptable 
to the Administrator, that demonstrates· 
the award of a degree in education, 
vocational education, technical 
education. or occupational educatioa. 
from an accredited institution; or 

(iii) Hold a current and valid Stata 
teaching certificate, acceptable to tht 
Administrator, that requires the holder 
to obtain proficiency in the subjects . 
specified in § 68.69. 

(b) A person who maets the 
requirements far the issuance of an 
aviation maintenance technician 
(transport) certificate with'an aircraft 
rating and_who holds a cune .. t and 
valid aviation maintenanc» technician 
certificate with aircraft and aviatioa 
maintenance instructor ratings need not 
comply with the requirements of 
paragraph (a) of this section and will be 
issued an aviation maintenance 
technician (transport) certificate with _ 
aircraft and aviation maintenance 
instructor ratings upon application. 

(c) Before (date 12 months aft• the.­
effective date of the ftnal rule). an 
applicant who can present evidence. 
acceptable .to the.Ackntnisarator, that ha 
or she has S8l"¥8d U 811 aviation 
maintenance instructor or as the 
supervisor of aviation maintenance 
instructors at an aviation maintenance 
school certificated under pan 147 of this 
chapter need not comply with the 
requirements of paragraph (a)(3J of this 
section. 

fll.115A*llon .......... ~ 
...... Prl~ wt.llmHmloae.. 

A certificated aviation maintenance · 
technician (transport} with an aviation 
maintenance instructor ratint-

(a) May serve u an aviation 
maintenance instr\lctor under the 
provisions of§§ 147.23 and 147.36 of 
this chapter; and 

(b) May only exercise the privileges of 
that rating when holding a current and 
valid aviation maintenance technician 
(transport) certificate with an aircraA 
rating. 

fet..117 AWlllon ............ IMlruclllr 
!'Ming: Recent uperltuce ,..._..,. .. 

(a) A certificated aviation 
maintenance technician (transport) with 
an aviation maintenance instructor 
rating may not 8X8lcise the privileges of 
that rating unlesa within the preceding 
24 months the individual- · 

(1) Has provided 300 houn of aviation 
maintenance instruction; 

(2) Has for a period of 300 hours 
supervised other aviation maintenance 
instructors; 

(3) Has successfully completed an 
aviation maintenance technician 

(transport) refresher course or other 
course of instruction acceptable. to the 
Administrator and appropriate to the 
duties of an aviation. maintenance 
instructor: or 

( 4) The Administrator has detennined 
that the aviation maintenance 
technician '=C) meet& tha 
standards p in this part for tint 
issuanc::e of the aviation.maintellllllce 
technician.(tramport) certificate with 
the aviation maintenance instruaor 
ratina .. 

certificate or aviation maintenance 
technician (transport) certificate fora 
total of at least 3 yea.rs: 

(3) Have been actively engaged, for at 
least the 2-year period before the·date of 
application. in. the maintenance of 
aircraft: certificated and maintained in 
accordance with this chapter. 

( 4) Have a fuclld base of optratiOD8 at 
which the applicaat maybe located in 
person or by telephone during a normal 
working week but which need not be 
the place where the applicant-will 
exercise ins~on authority: 

(5) Have available the equipment. 
faeilities, and inspection data necessary 
to properly inspect airframes, aircraft 
engines;; propellers, or any related 
component, _part, or appliance: 

(b) The holder·of an aviation 
maintenance technician. (transport) 
certificate with an aviation maintenance 
instructor rating who has not met the 
recent experience requinments of this 
section but has met the recent 
experience requirements of§ 68.7l for 
the holder of m aviation maintenance 
technician· certiftcate with ari aviation 
maintmoce instructcm rating. may 
exercise tbt·-privilegee ofuraviation 
maintenance technician certifk:ate with 
the aviaticm maintemmce instructor 
rating until the recant Hperience 
requirements of this-section haYe been, 
met; 

(6J Pass a mowledptest that 
demonstrates the certificate holder'.s 
ability to in.sped' according to safety 
standards for approving aircraft for 
return to. service after major and minor 
repain, major and minor alterations. 
annual inspections, IJld propssive, 
inspections, which u. performec:l under 
~ t3 of this chapter: and 

(7) Succasafully complete an 
inspection authomation re&.hn 

tll.119 AVlmtlon llllllltl 1 1nc1~ course acceptable to the Administrator. 
(ll'Mepa,O '"**II p,owlcllfa. of not leta than a houn of instruction 

(a) Except as specified in parapapb during the 12-mcmtla period preceding. 
(b) of this section, an applicant (or the application. 
approval u a provider of an aviation (b) An applicant intending to inspect 
maint8JllllC8 tecboician{transport) and approve for return to service any 
training propur specified in § 68.107(a) · aircraft cctificated undc. part. 25 or part. 
must- 29 of this cha~except those aircraft 

( 1) Submit a written request for maintained in accordance with a. 
approval to the Administrator; and continuous airworthinesa maintenance 

(2) Comply with the requirements of program approved under part 121 of this 
ap~d.ix A to this part. chapter must-

{b) An applicant for approval as a (1) Hold a current and valid aviation 
provider of an aviation maintenance maintenance technician (transport) 
technician (transport) training·program certificate; and . 
that ls a certificate holder operating (2) Have been actively engaged, for at 
under put 121 or part 135 of this least the 2-year period before the date of 
chapter, an aviation maintenance application, in the maintenance, 
technician school certificated under part preventive maintenance, or alteration of 
147 of this chapter, or a repair station aircraft.certificated under part 25 or part 
that performs maintenance, preventive 29 of this chapter, or of any airframe, 
maintenance, or alterations under aircraft engine, propeller, appliance, 
§ 145.2(a) of this chapter, must comply component, or part thereof. 
with paragraph (a)(t) of this section and (c) An applicant who fails the 
submit evidence acceptable to the knowledge test preaaibed in paragraph 
Administrator, that shows the training (a)(6) of this section may not apply for 
program meets the requirements of . retesting until al least 90 days after the 
paragraph (d) of append.ix A to this put. date. of the test.• 

SUbp9,t D-lnepectlon Au1t1or1Z8t1ona f ll.1A Durmlon Of adllollallofi. 
(a) Each inspection. authorization 

expires on the last day of the 2.4th 
month after the date of issuance. 

f 11.111 lllglblllty ,....,....._ Cltntr&· 
(a) To be eligible for an inspection 

authorization, an applicant must-
(1) Hold a current and valid aviation 

maintenance technician certiftcate or 
aviation maintenance technician 
(transport) certificate; · 

(2) Have held a current and valid 
aviation maintenance technician 

(b) An inspection authorization ceases 
to be effective whenever any of the 
follo'!!cng occurs: 

(1) The authorization is surrendered, 
sus~ded, or revoked. 

(2) The holder no longer has a fixed 
base of operation. 
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(3) The holder no longer has the 
equipment. facilities. or inspection data 
required by§ 66.151(a)(5) for issuance of 
the authorization. 

(4) The holder no longer holds a 
current and valid aviation maintenance 
technician certificate or aviation 
maintenance technician (transport) 
certificate, as appropriate. 

(cl The holder of an inspection 
authorization that is suspended or 
revoked shall, upon the Administrator's 
request. return it to the Administrator. 

§ 88.1511 R..,..... of authorlzdoft. 

(a) To be eligible for renewal of an 
inspection authorization for a 2-year 
period, an applicant must, within 90 
days before the ~iration of the 
inspection authorization, present 
evidence at an FAA Flight Standards 
District Office or an International Field 
Office that the applicant still meets the 
requirements of§ 66.151(a)(1) through 
(a)(5) and show that, during the current 
period that the applicant held the 
inspection authorization, the applicant 
has-

( 1) Performed at least one annual 
inspection for each 3 months that the 
applicant held the current authority; 

(2) Performed inspections of at least 
two major repairs or major alterations 
for each 3 months that the applicant 
held the current authority; 

(3) Performed or supervised and 
approved at least one progressive 
inspection in accordance with standards 
prescribed by the Administrator for each 
12 months that the applicant held the 
current authority; 

(4) Performed any combination of 
paragraphs (a)(l) through (a)(3) of this 
section; 

(5) Successfully completed an 
inspection authorization refresher 
course or series of courses acceptable to 
the Administrator, ofnot less than 18 
hours of instruction during the 24-
month period preceding the application 
for renewal; or 

(6) Passed an oral test administered by 
an FAA inspector to determine that the 
applicant's knowledge of applicable 
regulations and standards is cunenL 

(b) An applicant intending to remove 
the limitation specified in §66.157(b) 
must present evidence that he or she 
still meets the requirements of 
§ 66.15 l(a) and (b) and that the 
inspections or maintenance required to 
be performed or supervised and 
approved under paragraph (a) of this 
section involved aircraft certificated 
under part 25 or part 29 of th.is chapter, 
or any airframe, aircraft engine, 
propeller, appliance, component, or part 
thereof. 

§ 68.157 Prtvileges and limitations. 

(a) Except as specified in paragraphs 
(b) and (cl of this section, the holder of 
an inspection authorization with either 
a current and valid aviation 
maintenance technician certificate or a 
current and valid aviation maintenance 
technician (transport) certificate may: 

(1) Inspect and approve for return to 
service any aircraft, airframe, aircraft 
engine, propeller appliance, component, 
or part thereof after completion of a 
major repair or major alteration 
perfonned in accordance with part 43 of 
this chapter and technical data 
approved by the Administrator. 

(2) Perform an annual inspection. or 
perfonn or supervise a progressive 
inspection, according to §§ 43.13 and 
43.15 of this chapter, on any aircraft and 
approve the aircraft for return to service. 

(b) The holder of an inspection 
authorization with a current and valid 
aviation maintenance technician 
certificate may not inspect and approve 
for return to service any aircraft 
certificated under part 25 or part 29 of 
this chapter. 

(c) The bolder of an inspection 
authorization with either a current and 
valid aviation maintenance technician 
certificate or a current and valid 
aviation maintenance technician. 
(transport) certificate may not inspect 
and approve for return to service any 
aircraft maintained in accordance with 
a continuous airworthiness maintenance 
program approved under part 121 of this 
chapter. 

(d) When exercising the privileges of 
an inspection authorization, the bolder 
shall keep it available for inspection by 
the aircraft owner and the aviation 
maintenance technician or aviation 
maintenance technician (transport) who 
submit the aircraft, repair, or alteration 
for approval (if any), and shall present 
it at the request of the Administrator or 
an authorized representative of the 
National Transportation Safety Board, or 
at the request of any Federal, State, or 
local law enforcement officer. 

(e) If the holder of an inspection 
authorization changes his or her fixed 
base of operation, the bolder may not 
exercise the privileges of the 
authorization until he or she bu 
notified, in writing, the FAA Flight 
Standards District Office, or 
Intemational Field Office. for the area in 
which the new base is located, of the 
change. 

Subpart E-Aviatlon Repair Spec1 

§ ee.201 Aviation repair specialist 
certlflcatN Issued on the basia of 
proflcl4111Cy In a dulgnated specialty a 
(AAS-I): Ellglbi111y. 

An applicant for an aviation repa 
specialist certificate and rating issu, 
on the basis of proficiency in a 
designated specialty area (ARS-1) 
must-

(a) Efe at least 18 years of age; 
(b) Demonstrate the ability to read 

write, speak, and understand the 
English language by reading and 
explaining appropriate maintenance 
publications and by writing defect az 
repair statements. If the applicant is 
unable to meet any of these 
requirements because of medical 
reasons, the Administrator may place 
such limitations on that applicant's 
certificate as are necessary for the saf, 
maintenance, ·rreventive maintenanc1 
or alteration o aircraft; and 

(c} Present either-
(1) An appropriate graduation 

certificate, a certificate of completion, 
other documentary evidence acceptab 
to the Administrator, that demonstratE 
satisfac:tory completion of an aviation 
repair specialist training course or 
program for a rating in a specialty area 
designated by the Administrator: or 

(2) Before [date 12 months after the 
effective date of the final rule), evidenc 
acceptable to the Administrator. of the 
ability to perform those tasks 
appropriate to the certificate and rating 
in the designated specialty area sought. 

f 11.203 Avtdon,...,.... 11peel811st 
~1-..don tt.balaol 
employment (AAS-fi,: EllglllllltJ. 

An applicant for an employment­
based aviation repair. specialist 
certificate (ARS-m must-

(a) Be at least 18 years of age: 
(b) Demonstrate the ability to read, 

write, speak. and understand the 
English language by reading and 
explaining appropriate maintenance 
publications and by writing defect and 
repair statements. If the applicant is 
unable to meet any of these 
requirements because of medical 
reasous, the Administrator may place 
such !imitations on that applicant's 
certificate as are necessary for the safe 
maintenance, preventive maintenance, 
or alteration of aircraft; 

(c) Be specially qualified to perform 
maintenance on aircraft, airframes, 
aircraft engines, propellers, appliances. 
components, or parts thereof, that is 
appropriate to the job in which that 
person is employed; 

(d) Be employed in a specific job that 
requires those special qualifications. by 
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a certificated repair station or by a 
certificated commercial operator or 
certificated air carrier, that is required 
by its operating certificate or approved 
operations specifications to provide a 
continuous airworthinesa maintenance 
program according to its certificate 
holder's manual: 

(e) Be recommended for certification, 
by his or her employer and to the 
satisfaction of the Administrator, as able 
to satisfactorily maintain aircraft or 

, appliances, components, or parts, 
appropriate to the job for which the 
personisemployed;and 

(0 Have either-
(1) At least 3,000 hours of practical 

experience in the procedures. practices, 
inspection methods, malerials. tools, 
machine tools, and equipment generally 
used in the maintenance duties of the 
specific job for which the person is to 
be employed and certificated: or 

(2) Completed formal traioins that is 
acceptable to the Administrator and 
specifically designed to qualify the 
applicant for the job in which the 
applicant is to be employed. 

f H.D Avlllllon,.,.., ...... ... 
cerllt'lcelN 1 .................... ....... 
bui .... (ARMI): Ellgtblllty. 

Ao applicant Cor an aviation repair 
specialist certificate issued to an 
experimental aircraft builder (ARS-W), 
must-

(a) Be at least 18 years of age; 
(b) Be the primary builder of the 

aircraft to which the privileges of the 
certificate are applicable: 

(c) Show, to the satisfaction of the 
Administrator, that the individual bu 
the requisite skill to determine whether 
the aircraft is in a condition for saf9' 
operation: and 

(d) Be a citizen of the United States. 
or an individual citizen of a foreign 
country who has been lawfully admitted 
for pennanent residence in the. United 
States. 

§ 11.207 TraMIUon to MW c:ertlfla-. 
(a) A valid repairman certificate (other 

than a repairman certificate issued to an 
experimental aircraft builder) is equal to 
an aviation repair specialist certificate 
issued on the basis of employment 
(ARS'll). 

(b) A valid repairman certificate 
(experimental aircraft builder) is equal 
to an aviation repair specialist 
certificate issued to an experimental 
aircraft builder (ARS-W). 

f 11.209 Avtdon ...,.., spec ...... 
cerUflca1N 1-...ci on the bale ot 
proficiency In a dNlgnalld spectany ... 
(ARS'I): Prlvllegn and llmtmttone. 

(a) The holder of an aviation repair 
specialist certificate issued on the basis 

of proficiency in a designated specialty 
area (ARS-1) may perform or supervise 
the maintenance, preventive 
maintenance, or alteration of aircraft. 
airframes, aircraft engines, propellers, 
appliances, components, and parts 
appropriate to the designated specialty 
area for which the aviation repair 
specialist is certificated, but only in 
connection with employment by • 
certificate holder operatins under part 
121 or part 135 of this chapter or a 
repair station certificated under part 145 
of this chapter. 

(b) The bolder of an aviation repair 
specialist certificate issued on the basis. 
of proficiency in a designated specialty 
area (ARS-1) may not perform or 
supervise duties under the aviation 
repair specialist certificate unless the 
individual understands the current 
instructions of the certificate holder by 
whom the aviation repair specialist is 
employed and the instructions for 
continued airworthiness that relate to 
the specific operations concemed. 

§H.211 Avldon,.,.., spec ... 191 
cerllnc.tee ,__, on Ille bNla of 
em,to,ment (ARS-fft~ PrtvhgN and 
llmltdon& 

(a) The holder of an aviation repair 
specialist certificate issued on the basis 
of employment (ARS-ll) may perform or 
supervise the maintenance, preventive 
maintenance, or alteration of aircraft, 
airframes; aircraft enginN, propellers, 
appliances, components, and parts 
thereof appropriate to the job in which 
the aviation repair specialist is. 
employed and certificated, but only in 
connection with duties for the 
certificate holder by whom the aviation 
repair specialist wu employed and 
recommended. 

(b) The holder of an aviation repair 
specialist certificate issued on the basis 
of employment (ARS-W may not 
perform or supervise duties under the 
aviation repair specialist certificate 
unlesa the person understands the 
current instructions of the certificate 
holder by whom the aviation repair 
specialist is employed and the 
instructions for continued airworthiness 
that relate to the specific operations 
concerned. 

f 111.213 Avtl!Uon,..,.... ......... 
certlftCIIIN ,__. to experlmentlll alrcr9ft 
bulldera CAFUI-II): PrlvllegN and 
llrnt~ 

The holder of an aviation repair 
specialist certificate issued to an. 
experimental aircraft builde~ (ARS-Ill) 
may perform condition inspections on 
the aircraft constructed by the holder, in 
accordance with the operating 
limitations of that aircraft. 

§ 68.215 Aviation repair specialist 
certificates issued on the bale of 
proficiency In a designated specialty area 
(AAS-4): Rec.nt experience requirements. 

The bolder of an aviation repair 
specialist certificate issued on the basis 
of proficiency in a designated specialty 
area (ARs-1) may. not 8X8l'Cise the 
privileges of the certificam unlesa the 
holder meets the current qualification 
and proficiency requirements for the 
issuance of the certificate and rating in 
the designated specialty area. 
.\ppendix A 10 Put 81-AYiatioa 
Mainteaaac:a TecJmiciaa (Transport) 
Training Program Curriculum 
Requinmeata 

(al Fann of wining program outline. An 
applicant for approval u a training provider 
must submit a training program outline to the 
Administrator. The trainiq program outline 
may be submitted in paper. electronic. or any 
other form that Ls-acceptable to the 
Administrator: however, it shall include a· 
table of contents. The table of contu.ts must 
specify thoee IUbject area taught iD tbe­
prograL and th9 number of curriculum hOlll'I 
allotted to each subject am. 

Cb) Content of training P1fJ1ffU11 outline. 
The traiDiDg program outline must contain 
all of subject area headinp specified in this 
appendix: however. the headlnp are not 
required to be arranged. in the outline exactly 
u listed ID this appendix. Any arraqement 
of headings and subheadinp will be 
satisfactory provided that the outline 
indicates that imtructioa will be provided. in 
each subject area for at least the minimum 
number of houn specified in this appendix. 
Each gemnl subject area of the outline shall 
be subdivided ID detail, showing the items to 
be covered. 

(cl Additional subject areas. Any training­
provider may include additional subjects that 
are not specifted in this appendix in the 
training program outline: however, the 
number of hours allotted to training in each 
subject area must be specified. Hourly 
requirements devoted to additional subject 
areu not specified in this appendix are not 
included in the determination of a program's 
compliance with the minimum training 
requirements specified in this appendix. 

(d) Minimum training program 
requiremenu. Unless approved by the 
Administrator in accordance with paragraph 
(h) of this appendix. the following subject 
areu and classroom hours for each subject 
81'88 are considel8d the minimum training 
requirements fflr an aviation maintenance 
technician (transport) training program: 

Advanced eieCll'Onice ..................... . 
Composites ................................... .. 
Structural repair ............................ .. 
f'ower1:)lants and syst.,,,. ............. .. 
safety ~ environment ................. . 
Publlclltior1II ................................... .. 

Class­
room 
hours 

229 
62 
88 
58 
69 
69 
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Class-
Suo1ect area room 

hours 

Total Hours .............................. 573 

(el Facilities. !quipment. and material. An 
applicant for authority to conduct a train.in& 
program leadin1 to the isaumce of the 
aviation maintenuc:e technician (transpOl't) 
certificate must have the followin1 faciliti ... 
equipment. and materials: 

( 1 I Facilities-Suitable classrooms, 
laboratories, and shop facilities, adequate to 
accommodate the larpst number of students 
scheduled for attendance at my one time, 
must be provided. Such claurooms, 
laboratories. and shop facilities shall 1-
properly heated. lipted, and ventilated. 

(2) Equipment and material.-suitable 
devices for the instruction of each student in 
the theoretical and practical upec:ts of the 
subjects contained in the traininl ProsruD 
shall be provided. This material may include, 
but shall not be limited to, acceptable 
textbooks, operatiou manualt, chalkboudl. 
calculaton, computen, and visual aidl. 

(0 Instructors. The number of instructors 
available for conduc:ttns the propam of 
instruction shall be determined ac:cordiq to 
the needs and facilltl• of the appllc:ut. 
However. the ratio of students per lnl1rUCtOr 
ia each shop c:lul may not UCNd 25 
students per 1 instruc:tar. 

(I) Credit fo, pfflrioua trainJnl. A tniDiJII 
provider may evaluate an entnnr1 previoua 
traiaina and, when the tniDill& is veriftable 
and compuable to porttou of the traiaill8 
propam. the trainina provider may, u eech 
individual cue wamnts, allow cndlt for 
such trainina, commensurat9 with eccepted 
trliDina practices. a.m cndlt is allowwd. 
the individual requNttna CNdit must P9U III 
examination given by the traiDiD8 providtir, 
which is equivalent to thON exmiillatiou 
given by the training provider for the MIM 
subject la the trliDina propam. Wb .. cndlt 
is allowed. the buis &>r the allowuce, the 
results of any tests used to ntablla.ll the 
credit. and the total hours credited must be 
incorporated u a part of the studenr1 
record,, u specifled in puqraph (i} of thia 
appendix. 

(hl Rmsion of traininl prosnun. (1) Aa. 
initial approval of a traininl provider, the 
trainins provider may apply to the 
Administrator for a nwisiOll to the tnillbll 
program. Requem a the revilion of a 
traiaina propua. which include 
modificatiou to the flcilltt.. equipmmt. 
and material used, ar a redudioa in the 
number of houn of lutrucdoa pnmded ID 
fewer than the spec:i8ed minimum 
requirements. shall be accampllshed in the 
same nwmer establllbed b sec:wma 
oriliml approval of the traiDiD8 p!OVidar. 
Revisions must be submitted in sucb bm 
that the revision CID be readily included in 
the tral.Dins PfOll'IIII outline so thet oblolete 
portions o( the outline CID be readily 
superseded by the revision. 

(21 A modification of the traiDinl propam. 
or a reduction in the number of houri of 
train.in& provided to fewer than the specified 
minimum requirements, is hued on 
improved traiDiD8 effilc:tivenNI became of 

the use of improved training methods and 
training aids. an increase in the quality of 
instruction, the use of special student entry 
requirements. the grantin1 of credit for 
previous experience or r:raiaina, or any 
combination thereof. 

(JI The list of instructon may be revised 
at any time without request for approval, 
provided the minimum requirements are 
maintained aad the local FAA principal 
maintenance inspector i1 notified of the 
revision. 

( 41 Whenever the Administrator finds that 
revisions are necesaary for the continued 
adequacy of the training propam. the 
traiaina provider shall. after notification by 
the Administrator. make any chanses in the 
trainilll propam. that the Administrator 
deems aecasuy. 

(i) Student record• and reports. Approval 
of a traiain1 provider may not be continued 
unless the trainina provider keepa an 

" accurate record of each student. iacludina a 
chronolostcal 109 of all instruction, subjects 
covered.exam.inatioaa,lfadee,and 
atteadence rec:orda (Including a record of the 
rn.anner in which misled material wa 
covered). To retain approval, a traiaill8 
provider allo must prepuw and transmit to 
the Fect.nl Aviation Administntion, not 
later thaD January 31 of Neb )'911', a Npart 
containing the following inlormatioG: 

( 1) The DUDN of all students gnduated. 
student attendance records, and mad.at 
gradee far the pl'Oll'IIIL 

(2) The IWDN of all students failed OW 
dropped. topther with ICbool ..... and 
reuona for droppiq. 

(3) Upon request. the Adminiatrator may 
waive the repoltiDg ntqUiremets specified ln 
pu91npha (l)(1) and (2) ofthia appendix. for 
a traiDiD8 pcosnm that is put of ID approved 
trainint c:oune conducted under the 
following parts or subputs: put 121, subput 
L: part 135, subput J: or put 147 of this 
char•· . 

(j Statllmfflt of ,n,duodon and recona of 
traininl completion. Eacb student wbo 
succeafu11y completes a traiDiDt propam 
shall be pftll a statmmat of sraduation. Eac:11 
student who compl.._ • portion of a trainiq 
prosnm shall. upoa request. be p¥911 a 
record of the trainint completed. 

(It) Controcrs or a,,.ments. (1) AA 
approved trainiJ1t provider may contract 
with oth9r perlOlll to obtain suitable coune 
work. c:urrtc:ulum. piosnm,. inltructioL 
aill:rd. simulaton, or other trainiD8 devices 
or equipmeat. 

(2) An appcoved traiDinl provider may 
contract with another person to conduct any 
portion m all of a traiDiD8 propam. The 
approved trainin8 provider may not 
authome that person to contract for the 
conduct of the PfOll'IIII by a third party. -

(3) ID all CUN, the aPJll'CMd tniD1ag 
provider i1 .Nlpolllible lor the content and 
quality of the iutruc:tiOll pnmded. 

(4) A copy of Neb contract authorlmd 
under thil parapaph shall be retained by the 
appnmd trai.a1na provider and is IUbject to 
review by the Adminiltntar during the 
period olthe,:ontnct and within 2 yNrS 
after the temlinatlon af its provislou. 

(l) Chonp of owne,ship, noaw. « location. 
(1) Chup of ownership-Approval of a 

training provider may not be cc 
the ownership of the training pr 
changed. The new owner must t 

approval by followin1 the procet 
presaibed for ori1inal approval. 

(21 Chmp ia aam~An apprc 
provider or progrun. chanaed in 
not chanaed ia owuership, remaiJ 
the chanae is repomd within 30 c 
trliDina provider to the local Fllgl 
Standards Dlstrtc:t OfBc& 

(3) Chup in location-Appnm 
traiaina provider remains in e&c:t 
thoup the approved trawna pnw. 
chanps location il the chup is re 
the traininl provider to the local Fl 
Standards District OfBce within 30 
Approval may, however. be withdra 
after inspection. the facilities, equip 
and material at the new location do 
the requirements of parqraph (el of 
appendix. 

(ml Cancellation of apptoYOl. (1) F 
meet or maintain any of the standard. 
fortb in thil appendix b the approva 
traiaina provider shall be coa1idered 
sufficient reuoa for dl.lcontinuinS •Pl 
of the trainiD8 provider. 

(2) lf a trainin8 pnm.der decides to c 
itl appmval volunmri17, the tninlq p. 
shall Mild a let1llr l'ICIUNtiDI cmcellati 
the Adminiltntar thiaup die local Fll 
Standardl District Ofllce. The requNt s 
coat.ala the c:unmt letllr af apprcwal fa 
trai.nlnl prori•. 

(n) Duratioa. UUIS ID appmved trail 
provids ii a certtac:ate bolder opentma 
under pat 121 or part 135 of this chapte 
aviation maintnance tec:haiciaD school 
certi8cated Wider part 147 ofthia chapte 
a repeir station that perfanm work undcn 
S HS.2(a) of thil chapt8r, the authority to 
operate a trainina propu1 shall expint 24 
months after the lut day of the month in 
which the approval wu iaued. If the 
apl)l'Oftd traiJlina provider Is a certiftcate 
holder operatma und• part 121 or part 13 
of thil chaptllr, ID aviation mainteaanc:e 
tecbnk:iu schoa1 c:erti8c:atlld under put 1 
of thia chapt8r, or a repair station that 
perbma work under S 145.2(1) of this 
chapter, the authority to operm a trainint 
propaa will remain effilctlve for the 
duration of the bolct.'1 certi8catL 

(o) .,....,_ Applicatioa a renewu of 
authority to conduct a trlimq propam slu 
be made by letlllr addnued to the 
Administrator throuah the local Fllsht 
Standards Dbtrict oll1ce at any time withi.J: 
60 days be6n the expiration date Qf the 
cunent appnwal. Renewal of a training 
provider's approval will depend on the 

~-lllNtiDI lltablilbed s and the record of the trainina 
provider. 

PART 147-AVIATION MMfTENAHCI 
TECHNICIAN 8CHOOU 

10. The authority dtatioa. for part 14 
contiDUII to l.'Md u follows: 

A•erllJ: 41 U.S.C. 108(8), 40113, 44701 
44702, 44707-44709. 

11. Section 147.23 is revised to read 
u follows: 
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§ 147.23 Instructor requirement& 

An applicant for an aviation 
maintenance technician school 
certificate and ratins, or for an 
additional rating, must provide the 
number of instructors. determined by 
the Administrator to be suf!dla.t to 
provide adequat9 supemsion of tbe 
student.I, who bold appropriate aviation 
maintenance technician or aviation 
maintenance technidm (transpGlt) 
certiftcatn with aviation maintlDIDC8 
instructor r1tinp; the instructon shall 
be provided after (date 12 month.I aft• 
th, effective date of the flnal rulel. ancl 
shall include at leut t aviation 
maintenance technidm witb an 
aviation maintenance iDMlbctor raUnt 
or t aviation maintenance technidm 
(transport) witb an aviatimt. 
mainteaam:e imtrudor r1tiq for Neb 
25 studmll ill MCb sbop c1ua. 
HOWIYlr, the appliCIDt ma, provide 
specialiZld imtnlc:tan who U9 aat· 
certificated aviation main!Mance 
technic:iw or avtatioa maintenaac:e · 
technidull (tnmpod) to tNCII 
matbematic:1. phyak:1, buic electril::itJ. 
basic hydnulics. drawilll, or similar 
subject.I. T1w applicut is requiNd to· 
maintain a lllt of the aam.. unl.­
qualiflCllticma of spedali.t-illltraclan· 
and. upoa NqUNt. pravtct. a copy of tbe 
list to. the FAA. 

12. Section 147.38 ls 1'9YiNd to l'Nd. 
as follo,n: 

1147.31 Mlll••-"'*1.zc• ,... __ 
Each cmtiflc:atecl aviattan 

maintenlllel teclm.idlll lCbool shall. 
after C8rtiflcatioa or addition of a ndJII. 
continue to provide the numbllr of 
instmctan that tll8 Adminiltntar 
deems suflldmt to provide adequat9 
instruction to the students md who 
hold appropriate aviation 1DUD..,.ace­
technician or aviation maintm1DC1 
technician (transport} certUlcatN wttll 
aviation maintananceimlNctar ratiDp. 
including after (date 12 mamba aftlr tha 
effective date of the &ml rule). at l...a 
t certificated aviatioa mamw,ence 
instructor ror each 25 stuc1mt11a -=11 
shop clau. The school ma}' c:olltlDue to 
provide ,pedaltzed instructarl who u. 
not cartiflcamcl aviation maiofe.,,... 
technidaos or aviation maiotlDIDCI · 
technidaos (tnnlpCll't) ta tNCII 
mathematic:1. phyaicl. buic electrtdty, 
basic hydrauliCI. dnwiq, or similar 
subjects. 

Issued in Washington. DC. on June 28. 
1998, 

AvaL.Mbm. 
t\ctin1 Dint:tor. Flia/U Standard• s.mt:.. 
[FR Doc. 98-17589 Filed 7-6-98: 8:45 aml 
111,&JNa coal ., ..... 
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