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 For the purpose of see-and-avoid, visual observers must be utilized at all times 
except in Class A airspace, restricted areas, and warning areas.  The observers may 
either be ground based or in a chase plane.  The UA must remain within a lateral 
distance of no more than 2.5 Nautical Miles (NM) and 3,000 feet vertically from the 
visual observer.  If the chase aircraft is operating more than 100ft above/below and 
or ½ nm laterally, of the UA, the chase aircraft PIC will advise the controlling ATC 
facility.   

 UAS pilots will ensure there is a safe operating distance between manned and 
unmanned aircraft at all times in accordance with 14 CFR 91.111, Operating Near 
Other Aircraft, and 14 CFR 91.113, Right-of-Way Rules.  Cloud clearances and VFR 
visibilities for Class E airspace will be used regardless of class of airspace.  
Additionally, UAS operations are advised to operate well clear of all known manned 
aircraft operations.   

 The dropping or spraying of aircraft stores, or carrying of hazardous materials 
(included ordnance) outside of active Restricted, Prohibited, or Warning Areas is 
prohibited unless specifically authorized in the Special Provisions of this COA.  

 
Airworthiness Certification Provisions: 

 
 UA must be shown to be airworthy to conduct flight operations in the NAS. 
 Public Use Aircraft must contain one of the following: 
 

o A civil airworthiness certification from the FAA, or 
o A statement specifying that the Department of Defense Handbook “Airworthiness 

Certification Criteria” (MIL-HDBK-516), as amended, was used to certify the 
aircraft or  

o Equivalent method of certification. 
 
Pilot / Observer Provisions: 
 
 Pilot Qualifications:  UA pilots interacting with Air Traffic Control (ATC) shall have 

sufficient expertise to perform that task readily. Pilots must have an understanding of 
and comply with Federal Aviation Regulations and Military Regulations applicable to 
the airspace where the UA will operate.  Pilots must have in their possession a 
current  airman medical certificate that has been issued 
under 14 CFR 67, Medical Standards and Certification, or a military equivalent.  14 
CFR 91.17, Alcohol or Drugs, applies to UA pilots. 

 Aircraft and Operations Requirements:   
o Flight Below 18,000 Feet Mean Sea Level (MSL).  

 UA operations below 18,000 feet MSL in any airspace generally accessible to 
aircraft flying in accordance with visual flight rules (VFR) require visual 
observers, either airborne or ground-based.  Use of ATC radar alone does not 
constitute sufficient collision risk mitigation in airspace where uncooperative 
airborne operations may be conducted. 

o Flights At or Above 18,000 Feet Mean Sea Level (MSL) 
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FLIGHT TERMINATION, LOST LINK, LOST COMMUNICATION PROCEDURES                                                                                            Attachment 2 

Event Flight Termination Lost Link Loss Communications 

Conditions 
- Emergency situation 
- Unable to sustain flight and 

return to base 

- Emergency situation 
- Loss of command uplink, downlink, or both links between the ground control station and the 

UA 
 

Loss of radio communications between the PIC and ATC 
 

 

Procedures 

In the event of Flight 
Termination, the PIC  

 
 

 
 

 

   
 
Note  As with manned aircraft 
operations, the UA may not be 
able to proceed in a controlled 
fashion to the flight termination 
location. 
 
Inform ATC of the following as 
soon as possible: 

 
 

 
 

 

 

In the event of a Lost Link condition, the PIC  

  
 
Inform ATC of the following as soon as possible: 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

  
 

  
 
 

  
 

 
  

 
 

 
  

 
 

 

In the event of Lost Radio Communications between 
the PIC and ATC, the PIC  
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