
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION

CERTIFICATE OF WAIVER OR AUTHORIZATION
ISSUED TO

Department of Homeland Security (DHS),
U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP)
ADDRESS

1300 Pennsylvania Ave. NW
Room 6.4A
Washington DC 20229

This certificate is issued for the operations specifically described hereinafter. No person shall conduct any
operation pursuant to the authority of this certificate except in accordance with the standard and special provisions
contained in this certificate, and such other requirements of the Federal Aviation Regulations not specifically
waived by this certificate.
OPERATIONS AUTHORIZED

The CBP Predator B UAS operational area is defined in attachment #1. Operations within the

See Special Provisions.
LIST OF WAIVED REGULATIONS BY SECTION AND TITLE

STANDARD PROVISIONS

1. A copy of the application made for this certificate shall be attached and become a part hereof.
2. This certificate shall be presented for inspection upon the request of any authorized representative of the
Federal Aviation Administration, or of any State or municipal official charged with the duty of enforcing local laws or
regulations.
3. The holder of this certificate shall be responsible for the strict observance of the terms and provisions contained
herein.
4. This certificate is nontransferable.
Note-This certificate constitutes a waiver of those Federal rules or regulations specifically referred to above. It
does not constitute a waiver of any State law or local ordinance.

SPECIAL PROVISIONS

Special Provisions are set forth and attached.

This certificate (2008-WSA-6) is effective from December 4, 2008, through December 3, 2009,
and is subject to cancellation at any time upon notice by the Administrator or his/her authorized
representative.

BY DIRECTION OF THE ADMINISTRATOR

FAA Headquarters, AJR-36 Ardyth Williams
(Region) (Signature)

December 2, 2008 Air Traffic Manager, Unmanned Aircraft Systems
(Date) (Title)

FAA Form 7711-1 (7-74)
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16. Pilot/Observer Medical Standards.  Pilots and observers must have in their possession 
a current second class (or higher) airman medical certificate that has been issued 
under 14 CFR 67, Medical Standards And Certification.  14 CFR 91.17, Alcohol or 
Drugs, applies to both UA pilots and observers. 

 
17. Pilot Qualifications.  The intent of this paragraph is to ensure that UA pilots 

interacting with ATC have sufficient expertise to perform that task readily. 
17.1. Pilots must have an understanding of Federal Aviation Regulations applicable 

to the airspace where the UA will operate. 
17.2. When the UA is operating with an IFR ATC clearance, the UA pilot must 

have a current manned instrument rating in category and class (Per FAR Part 
61.57), FAA or Military Equivalent. 

17.3. Pilots flying UA on other than instrument flight plans must pass the required 
knowledge test for a private pilot certificate as stated in 14 CFR 61.105, 
Aeronautical Knowledge, (or military equivalent). 

17.4. Recent Flight Experience.  Pilots shall not act as a pilot-in-command unless 
they have had three qualified proficiency events within the preceding 90 days.  
The term qualified proficiency event is a necessarily broad term because of 
the diversity of UA types and control systems.  A qualified event is an event 
requiring the pilot to exercise the training and skills unique to the UA in 
which proficiency is maintained.  Instrument experience is similarly defined 
as six qualified proficiency events in the preceding six calendar months.  An 
instrument proficiency event is defined as an event requiring the pilot to 
exercise instrument flight skills unique to the UA in which proficiency is 
maintained. 

17.5. Equivalent military flight and medical certifications and training are 
acceptable in all cases. 

 
18. Pilot Responsibilities. 

18.1. Pilots are responsible for a thorough preflight inspection of the UA. 
18.2. One pilot-in-command (PIC) must be designated at all times and is 

responsible for the safety of the UA and persons and property along the UA 
flight path. 

18.3. The UA pilot shall be held accountable for controlling his aircraft to the same 
responsible standards as the pilot of a manned aircraft.  The provisions of 14 
CFR 91.13, Careless and Reckless Operation, apply to UA pilots. 

 
19. Pilot/Observer Task Limitations. 

19.1. Pilots and observers must not perform crew duties for more than one UA at a 
time. 

19.2. A qualified observer must assist the UA pilot when his aircraft is being 
provided collision avoidance by visual observation. 

 
20. Radar/Sensor Observer.  The radar/sensor operator must be thoroughly familiar with 

and possess operational experience with the equipment being utilized for observation 
and detection of other aircraft for collision avoidance purposes.  The CBP shall utilize 
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ATTACHMENT #4: FLIGHT TERMINATION, LOST LINK, LOST COMMUNICATION PROCEDURES 

Event Flight Termination Lost Link Loss Communications 

Conditions 
- Emergency situation 
- Unable to sustain flight and 

return to base 

- Emergency situation 
- Loss of command uplink, downlink, or both links between the ground control station 

and the UA 
 

- Loss of radio communications between the PIC and 
ATC (  

 
)  
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d) Mission scheduling, reporting, operational and logistical support for CBP UAS operations 
is provided by the CBP UAS Flight Operations Center (FOC) located at the UAS 
operating site on Grand Forks AFB, hereafter referred to as the RED RIVER FOC. 

 
e) Primary point of contact for the safe, effective execution of each CBP UAS mission is the 

Red River FOC and the assigned CBP UAS Pilot-in-Command (UAS PIC). 
 

f) All operations will be in accordance with reference authorities cited in this document.  
Should conflicting written guidance exist, the most restrictive guidance will apply until 
resolved in writing by all signatories to this LOA, however, SAFETY OF FLIGHT SHALL 
ALWAYS TAKE PRECEDENCE. 

 
2.  RESPONSIBILITIES 
 

a. The RED RIVER FOC shall: 
 

1) Coordinate this LOA and other applicable agreements with all involved parties to 
effect site selection, preparation, equipage, usage, and sustainment of CBP UAS 
operations at GFAFB. 

 
2) Provide the 319 OSS/OSO a schedule of CBP UAS flight activity,  

 with updates as appropriate. 
 

3) Any conflicts with the Transient aircraft schedule and the daily CBP UAS Flight 
Schedule will be sent to 319 OSS/OSO and 319 OSS/OSA. 

 
4) Ensure appropriate GFAFB and/or other NOTAMs have been accurately 

published. 
 

5) Notify GFAFB Air Traffic Control (ATC) anytime a flight is cancelled prior to 
takeoff in order to cancel applicable airspace reservations. 

 
6) Coordinate with the 319 ARW to ensure CBP UAS mishaps at GFAFB are 

initially responded to, in accordance with (IAW) the CBP A&M UASOC Mishap 
Plan and the 319 ARW Aircraft Mishap Response Plan. 

 
7) Coordinate with General Atomics-Aeronautical Systems Inc (GA-ASI) for the 

training of GFAFB first-responders on unique CBP UAS operating/handling 
characteristics and hazardous materials. 

 
8) In-process and train applicable CBP UAS site personnel who will drive on the 

flight line, perform ground visual observer duties, or serve as the CBP UAS PIC. 
 

9) Establish written procedures for visitor control and badging, and authorization for 
photography of CBP UAS-specific areas on GFAFB. 

 
10) Ensure the GFAFB Fire Department Dispatch office (at the phone number listed 

on the daily flight schedule) is advised of any UAS ground or in-flight emergency 
(IFE) which occurs while GFAFB is closed. 

 
NOTE:  Another agency, i.e. Minneapolis Air Route Traffic Control Center  
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