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 For the purpose of see-and-avoid, visual observers must be utilized at all times 

except in Class A and restricted areas, 
warning areas.  The observers may either be ground based or in a chase plane.  
The UA must remain within a lateral distance of no more than 2.5 NM and 3,000 feet 
vertically from the visual observer.  If the chase aircraft is operating more than 100 ft 
above/below and or ½ nm laterally of the UA, the chase aircraft PIC will advise the 
controlling ATC facility. The distances listed are the maximum, at no time will the UA 
be operated at a distance beyond the visual line of sight for the visual observer. 

 UAS pilots will ensure there is a safe operating distance between manned and 
unmanned aircraft at all times in accordance with 14 CFR 91.111, Operating Near 
Other Aircraft, and 14 CFR Part 91.113, Right-of-Way Rules.  Additionally, UAS 
operations are advised to operate well clear of all known manned aircraft operations.   

 The dropping or spraying of aircraft stores, or carrying of hazardous materials 
(included ordnance) outside of active Restricted, Prohibited, or Warning Areas is 
prohibited unless specifically authorized in the Special Provisions of this COA.  

 
Airworthiness Certification Provisions: 

 
 UA must be shown to be airworthy to conduct flight operations in the NAS. 
 Public Use Aircraft must contain one of the following: 

o A civil airworthiness certification from the FAA, or 
o A statement specifying that the Department of Defense Handbook “Airworthiness 

Certification Criteria” (MIL-HDBK-516), as amended, was used to certify the 
aircraft or  

o Equivalent method of certification. 
 
Pilot / Observer Provisions: 
 
 Pilot Qualifications:  UA pilots interacting with Air Traffic Control (ATC) shall have 

sufficient expertise to perform that task readily. Pilots must have an understanding of 
and comply with Federal Aviation Regulations and Military Regulations applicable to 
the airspace where the UA will operate.  Pilots must have in their possession a 
current airman medical certificate that has been issued 
under 14 CFR 67, Medical Standards and Certification, or a military equivalent.  14 
CFR Part 91.17, Alcohol or Drugs, applies to UA pilots. 

 Aircraft and Operations Requirements:   
o Flight Below 18,000 Feet Mean Sea Level (MSL).  

 UA operations below 18,000 feet MSL in any airspace generally accessible to 
aircraft flying in accordance with visual flight rules (VFR) require a Special 
Security Instruction (SSI) TFR (TFR minimum requirements of squawk and 
talk) or visual observers, either airborne or ground-based.  When a TFR is 
used for see and avoid, it will remain active for the duration of the mission. 
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 The PIC must also have a current/appropriate instrument rating (manned 

aircraft, FAA or military equivalent) for the category and class of aircraft flown. 
 

 Pilot Proficiency – VFR/IFR as applicable: 
o Pilots will not act as a VFR/ IFR PIC unless they have had three qualified 

proficiency events within the preceding 90 days.   
 The term “qualified proficiency event” is a UAS-specific term necessary due to 

the diversity of UAS types and control systems.   
 A qualified proficiency event is an event requiring the pilot to exercise the 

training and skills unique to the UAS in which proficiency is maintained. 
o Pilots will not act as an IFR PIC unless they have had six instrument qualifying 

events in the preceding six calendar months (an event that requires the PIC to 
exercise instrument flight skills unique to the UAS). 

 
 PIC Responsibilities: 

o Pilots are responsible for a thorough preflight inspection of the UAS.  Flight 
operations will not be undertaken unless the UAS is airworthy.  The airworthiness 
provisions of 14 CFR Part 91.7, Civil Aircraft Airworthiness, or the military 
equivalent, apply.  

o One PIC must be designated at all times and is responsible for the safety of the 
UA and persons and property along the UA flight path.  

o The UAS pilot will be held accountable for controlling their aircraft to the same 
standards as the pilot of a manned aircraft.  The provisions of 14 CFR Part 
91.13, Careless and Reckless Operation, apply to UAS pilots. 

 
 Pilot/Observer Task Limitations:   

o Pilots and observers must not perform crew duties for more than one UA at a 
time. 

o Chase aircraft pilots must not concurrently perform either observer or UA pilot 
duties along with chase pilot duties.  

o Pilots are not allowed to perform concurrent duties both as pilot and observer.  
o Observers are not allowed to perform concurrent duties both as pilot and 

observer.  
 

Standard Provisions:  These provisions are applicable to all operations unless 
indicated otherwise in the Special Provisions section. 

 The UA PIC shall maintain direct two-way communications with ATC and have 
the ability to maneuver the UA per their instructions.  The PIC shall comply with 
all ATC instructions and/or clearances. 

 If equipped, the UA shall operate with an operational mode transponder, with 
or mode transponder (preferred) set to an ATC assigned 

squawk. 
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              Attachment #1 (cont’d) 
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