W\ THE TExas A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM
a2l Office of General Counsel

July 9, 2012

Ms. Karen Petronis
Office of Chief Counsel

Regulations Division
Federal Aviation Administration

800 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, DC 20591
Via email: karen.petronis@faa.gov

Dear Ms. Petronis:

| am writing to certify that the Texas Engineering Experiment Station (TEES), a
member of The Texas A&M University System, is an agency of the State of Texas. The State
of Texas established TEES as a state agency in Section 88.500 of the Texas Education Code.

Texas Education Code Section 88.501 further describes TEES “as a state-supported
engineering research and development agency.”

An aircraft owned by TEES, as an agency of the State of Texas, qualifies as a “public

aircraft” as defined in 49 USC 40102(a)(41)(C). In addition, the unmanned aircraft systems
would not be used for “commercial purposes” pursuant to 49 USC 40125(b).

[f you need any additional information, please contact me at (979)458-6154 or
wjdeluca@tamus.edu.

Sincerely,

%%/W,,

Warren |. DeLuca
Assistant General Counsel

CC: Ms. Ardyth M. Williams
Mr. Joseph Maibach

Dr. Robin R. Murphy
Mr. Scott A. Kelly

301 Tarrow Street, 6th Floor - College Station, Texas 77840-7896
979.458.6120 . 979.458.6150 fax . www.tamus.cdu



