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1

MS. PIGGOTT:

The time is 5:00 p.m. local

2

time and we'll now start the Federal Aviation Administration

3

Office of Commercial Space Transportation, or AST, public

4

hearing for the Programmatic Environmental Assessment for the

5

SpaceX Starship/Super Heavy Launch Vehicle Program at the

6

SpaceX Boca Chica Launch Site in Cameron County, Texas.

7

you, everyone, for participating this evening.

8
9

Thank

My name is Jennifer Piggott, and I will serve as
your neutral facilitator this evening.

I'm with ICF, who is

10

supporting the FAA as an independent third-party contractor.

11

This online public hearing is being recorded, transcribed and

12

translated.

13

I would like to call your attention to the

14

global icon at the bottom right of your Zoom screen.

15

click on this icon, you can choose either English or Spanish to

16

ensure you're listening to the hearing in your desired

17

language.

18

If you

If you need assistance with Zoom during the

19

hearing, you can use the chat feature located at the bottom of

20

your screen to message the host.

21

participation in this online virtual hearing.

22

rather be with you in person, but with the current conditions,

23

we want to provide all the information we can while protecting

24

everyone's health.

25

We appreciate your
We would much

We are going to conduct this as closely as

Hill & Romero Certified Court Reporters
hillandromero.com

5

1

possible to a typical, in-person public hearing.

2

note of the phone number for this hearing.

3

833-548-0276, meeting ID 883 9423 2774, password 4300505.

4

you experience difficulty with your Internet connection at any

5

point during this hearing, you can call this number to listen

6

to the hearing.

7

Please make a

The phone number is
If

Additionally, individual Internet connections

8

and bandwidths may impact your viewing experience this evening.

9

We recommend closing all apps and programs and limiting other

10

streaming or downloads during this heated -- hearing.

11

we are running this hearing using Zoom Webinar, which mutes all

12

participants and restricts video feeds.

13

can unmute you.

14

Finally,

Only the meeting host

We will conduct the online public hearing in two

15

parts:

16

and Spanish; then we will conduct a facilitated comment session

17

where interested parties can provide oral comments for the

18

record.

19

hearing.

20

First, AST will provide a presentation in both English

We will not host a question/answer session during this

Please submit comments by the close of the

21

comment period, which is November 1st, 2021.

We invite you to

22

submit comments orally at tonight's hearing, electronically

23

through the project e-mail address, which is

24

SpaceXBocaChica@icf.com, or mail to Ms. Stacey Zee, SpaceX PEA,

25

c/o ICF, 9300 Lee Highway, Fairfax, VA

22031.
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1

AST will make tonight's presentation available on the project

2

website.

3

I would now like to go over a few ground rules

4

for tonight's hearing.

5

recorded, so please no inappropriate language or comments.

6

When we get to the comment session of tonight's hearing, I will

7

call on preregistered commenters first in the order in which

8

they registered, followed by other commenters that indicate

9

they would like to make a comment this evening.

10

Please remember this hearing is being

We will

receive as many comments as time allows.

11

We do have a very large number of participants

12

on the call who previously registered to speak, so we will be

13

asking everyone to keep their comments to no more than three

14

minutes, and this time limit will be strictly enforced this

15

evening.

16

today, you may provide an oral comment at another virtual

17

hearing, provide your comment electronically or in writing.

18

If you are not called on to provide an oral comment

All comments, regardless of how they are

19

received, are weighed equally.

20

effort to hear as many oral comments as possible during

21

tonight's hearing.

22

Again, we will make every

We appreciate the chance to share the proposed

23

project and the environmental process with all of you.

We wish

24

we could be together in person, but we're glad to come together

25

virtually.

Again, the purpose of this online public hearing is
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1

to share information about the Programmatic Environmental

2

Assessment, provide information on how to provide comment, and

3

to receive oral comments.

4

I would now like to introduce Ms. Stacey Zee

5

with AST, and Stacey will introduce herself, as whether -- as

6

well as other FAA and SpaceX team members.

7

MS. ZEE:

Stacey?

Hi, good evening, I'm Stacey Zee.

8

I'm an environmental specialist and stakeholder engagement

9

program manager for the SpaceX Boca Chica project.

10
11

MS. PIGGOTT:
your volume.

Stacey, you may want to adjust

We're not able to hear you.

12

MS. ZEE:

Okay.

Can you hear me now?

13

(No audible or visible response.)

14

MS. ZEE:

15

MS. MENDOZA:

Stacey, I can hear you.

16

MS. PIGGOTT:

Okay, go ahead.

17

MS. ZEE:

Can you hear me now, Jennifer?

Okay, I'll start over.

I'm Stacey

18

Zee.

I'm an environmental specialist and stakeholder

19

engagement program manager for the SpaceX Boca Chica project.

20

I'm here with other -- some of the other FAA people from the

21

team, including Anna Cushman, who's the lead for SpaceX

22

licensing; Jacob Cantin, who's the lead for the SpaceX Boca

23

Chica licensing project; also, Amy Hansen and Chelsey Clarkson

24

from the environmental and stakeholder engagement coordination

25

team.
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1
2

And next I'm going to open it to Schedir
Illoldi, who's doing Spanish translation.

3
4

INTERPRETER SCHEDIR ILLOLDI:

COMCHECK.

Can you

hear me?

5

MS. PIGGOTT:

6

(Interpreters translating simultaneously.)

7

(Brief pause in proceedings.)

8

MS. PIGGOTT:

9

Yes.

Okay.

Go ahead.

Thank you, Stacey, and,

Schedir.

10

We will now begin the first presentation, the

11

English version.

A Spanish version will be played immediately

12

following the English version.

13

the first English presentation.

We'll go ahead and hit play on

14

(English presentation played at this time.)

15

MS. PIGGOTT:

16

Thank you for that information.

We will now play the same presentation in Spanish.

17

(Spanish presentation played at this time.)

18

MS. PIGGOTT:

Okay, thank you for those

19

presentations.

We have now reached the second part of

20

tonight's online hearing, a facilitated comment session.

21

you'd like to make an oral comment, please send a chat message

22

to the meeting host or raise your hand using the hand-raise

23

icon if you're on Zoom, or for call-in users, you can press *9

24

to raise your hand and we'll add you to the speaker list.

25

We will call on you in the order in which you raise your hand.
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1

Each commenter will have three minutes to make

2

their comments.

3

individuals wishing to make oral comments this evening, over

4

100 currently, so we will be strictly enforcing the

5

three-minute timeline this evening.

6

Again, we have a very large number of

At the start of your comments, please state your

7

full name for the record.

8

question/answer session this evening, only accepting oral

9

comments.

10

Again, we are not hosting a

I put the first five speakers in the chat queue,

11

which are Edward Lukowsky, Thomas Marotta, Dhruv Patel, Gene

12

Gore and Jenny Spicer.

13

and we will unmute your line so that you can provide

14

your comments.

15
16

If you would, please, raise your hand

Okay, Dhruv Patel, I see your hand raised.

I'm

going to ask you to unmute.

17

(No audible or visible response.)

18

MS. PIGGOTT:

19

MR. PATEL:

20

MS. PIGGOTT:

21

MR. PATEL:

Dhruv Patel?
Hello.

Can you -- can you hear me?

You are unmuted.
Yes.

All right.

So, I would like

22

to say that FAA and SpaceX here are really doing a good job,

23

and I just wish whatever the decision they taken -- I'm not a

24

specialist in the environment department, but I just wish well

25

for SpaceX and keeping in conservation the -- what is it, the
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1

environment, they do good.

2

That's all I like to say, thank you.

3

MS. PIGGOTT:

4

Our next speaker is Edward Lukowsky.

5

May I ask

you to unmute?

6

MR. LUKOWSKY:

7

MS. PIGGOTT:

8

MR. LUKOWSKY:

9

Thank you for your comments.

Hello.

Do you hear me?

Go ahead.

You have three minutes.

All right.

Well, I would just

like to say thank you for giving me the opportunity to make

10

this comment.

11

to go off the top of my head.

12

I did have something written down but I'm going

My name is Edward Lukowsky.

I don't live near

13

Texas.

14

like to say that SpaceX is doing an amazing job in Texas, and

15

that I would like to see this process move a bit faster.

16

understand that there's some regulations that say that it needs

17

to be a slower process, but I do not believe that those

18

regulations should be in place.

19
20

I have no stake in this currently, but I would just

And -- yes, thank you, that is all I would like
to say.

21

MS. PIGGOTT:

22

Our next speaker is Jenny Spicer.

23

I

Thank you for your comments.

ask you to unmute.

I'm going to

24

MS. SPICER:

25

MS. PIGGOTT:

Hello.
Jenny, are you there?
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1

MS. SPICER:

2

MS. PIGGOTT:

3

Yes, hello.
Yep, we can hear you.

Go ahead,

you have three minutes.

4

MS. SPICER:

Okay.

Hello, my name is Jenny

5

Spicer.

I've been here since July and occupying a place in

6

Tropical Trails RV Resort.

7

watching the sunrise and slowly but surely I've watched a

8

rocket rise from the dunes of the beach and it's been an honor

9

and a privilege to be able to see something magical created out

I'm driving over every morning and

10

of this world, and I -- it's just been beautiful and I've had

11

the opportunity to paint it.

12

So I've been painting everyday different

13

landscapes, and one landscape I finding interesting to paint is

14

the part that Mexico plays.

15

proposed it said -- it was labeled as parts of Mexico.

16

there needs to be some more research requested for this.

17

we're right on the border.

18

desalination tank or a desalination facility that's powered by

19

solar power.

20

they're not completely energy efficient.

21

that in this area and also be able to have some water security

22

and things like that for our neighbors across the border, and

23

this border town, I think as one of the impacts that SpaceX

24

would have.

25

I know that in the actions
I think
So

I believe we should have a

We have some in Texas, I think there's 48, but
I think we can show

This would be a beautiful solution.
I think there also needs to be some discussions
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1

around the -- the neighborhood taking care of the historical

2

markers.

3

put flags out by all the historical markers, I brought my

4

pruning sheers and cleaned by the historical markers.

5

community, I noticed, really does take care of their dead and

6

their graves stones, but for some reason the historical markers

7

on this road have been overlooked.

8

that I believe is only positive for the history of not only

9

this town, but the history of -- of a planet and a culture that

I know I went up and down the road numerous times.

This

So any attention paid to

10

is also eliciting history being created.

11

War site and road is going to be the beginning of a beautiful

12

future of a space-bearing civilization.

13

At the end of a Civil

And thank you so much for this opportunity, and

14

I'm looking forward to respectfully listening to the rest of

15

the conversation.

16

I

Thank you.

MS. PIGGOTT:

Thank you for your comments.

Our

17

next -- our next speaker is (audio echoing) Gene Gore (audio

18

echoing) Richard Gore, I see your hand raised (audio echoing).

19

I'll ask you to unmute (audio echoing).

20

MR. GORE:

21

MS. PIGGOTT:

22
23

Can you hear me?
Yep, go ahead.

Can you hear me?
Your (audio

echoing) -- your volume is really soft (audio echoing.)
MR. GORE:

Okay.

My name is Gene Gore.

24

in South Padre Island with my family (audio echoing).

25

sorry, I had it on Bluetooth.
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1

My family lives in South Padre Island here

2

(audio echoing) adjacent to SpaceX Boca Chica (audio echoing).

3

Many generations of my family have lived here in the Texas

4

coast, including my (audio echoing) Native American ancestory.

5

I've witnessed every --

6

THE COURT REPORTER:

7

MR. GORE:

I can't understand this.

-- Starship static fire and launch to

8

date.

I surf and fish and camp and boat regularly in the area

9

of South Bay and the Gulf, and I personally have not seen any

10

negative impacts to the environment or the wildlife.

11

actually just returned from Cape Canaveral to witness the

12

Inspiration4 launch, and I was really impressed with how well

13

the surrounding wildlife refuge there was managed and the

14

abundance of wildlife.

15

of progressive management, not only to preserve, but to enhance

16

our local and natural resources.

17

I

I'm looking forward to the same level

The excitement and inspiration in this

18

development of SpaceX in the new age of space exploration, it's

19

really obvious in children and adults of all ages and community

20

and even online and around the world.

21

and fully approve and support SpaceX development and launches

22

of Starship and Super Heavy for a multitude of reasons, far too

23

many to mention here in these three minutes, but I will provide

24

a fully-detailed, written report on the environmental

25

assessment to the FAA before November 1st.

I personally absolutely

Thank you.
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1

MS. PIGGOTT:

Thank you for your comments.

2

Our next five speakers are Juan Mancias, Joyce

3

Hamilton, Rebekah Hinojosa, Slav Peytchev, and Nicholas

4

Andritch.

5

you to unmute.

If you would please raise your hands so I can ask

6

Joyce Hamilton, I'm going to ask you to unmute.

7

MR. CHARLIE COX:

8

MS. PIGGOTT:

9

MR. CHARLIE COX:

10

Yes, is this Joyce Hamilton?
Yes (sic), am I -- can you

hear me?

11
12

Hello?

MS. PIGGOTT:

Yes, go ahead.

You have three

minutes.

13

MR. CHARLIE COX:

All right.

Mainly, I think

14

people should remember that from -- like when I was a child,

15

that we sat and we watched the first moon landing, and for

16

years, you know, we've waited and waited for -- for that to

17

continue.

18

provide that and it's going to be an American company, and not

19

only does SpaceX do that for -- for us and make us the leaders

20

in the space race, they're also providing plenty of jobs for

21

that community that they're in, and -- and also for the people

22

that are going to go and visit the place, that's more business

23

for the area.

24
25

Now, obviously SpaceX is the company that's going to

I believe that -- you know, he's a personal
business, it's not a government business, and anytime he wants
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1

to he can move his business to another country.

I see that the

2

Russians are trying to get him to go there.

3

Americans or do we want Russians to be the next one to land on

4

the moon?

5

he should be treated.

6

businessman, he's helping out the community, and he's making

7

Americans have a little respect around the world.

Do we want

And I think we should, you know, just treat him like
He's an entrepreneur, he's a

8

If there's an environmental issue, I mean, he's

9

a billionaire, I'm sure he can give a couple billion for that,

10

as long as he covers for any broken windows that they have,

11

which I'm sure he -- they would be more than happy to do.

12

know, there should be no problems, but everybody wants us to

13

be -- look a lot better in the world cause we haven't looked

14

real great in the world for a long time, and this is one way to

15

do it and that's to support SpaceX and take out all the

16

negative blocks we're putting in front of him and let him go as

17

fast as he can.

18

That's all I have to say.

19

MS. PIGGOTT:

20

Our next speaker is Nicholas Andritch.

21

MR. ANDRITCH:

23

MS. PIGGOTT:

25

Thank you.

Thank you for your comments.
I'm

going to ask you to unmute.

22

24

You

Hello.

Can you guys hear me?

Yes, go ahead.

You have three

minutes.
MR. ANDRITCH:

All right.

So my name is

Hill & Romero Certified Court Reporters
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1

Nicholas Andritch.

2

visited Boca Chica many times, and I think it's a beautiful

3

place.

4

I'm filled with joy and happiness.

5

there's so many tourists and amazing people I've met going to

6

Starbase of Boca Chica, and I think they're all amazing, and I

7

think that Boca Chica is the place where Starship is going to

8

innovate the world since Starship is the rocket that's going to

9

go to the -- going to go to Mars and all these other places

10

I'm -- I live in California, but I've

I love Starship and SpaceX, and every time I go there
When I see Starship and

that we have not yet imagined.

11

And there might be causes that might concern

12

people, but we have to sometimes put those aside for the

13

greater good and I feel like going to Mars and being one of the

14

first countries, as the U.S., to go to Mars would be amazing

15

and I feel like that is one of the most important factors here,

16

so, thank you.

17

MS. PIGGOTT:

18

Our next speaker is Rebekah Hinojosa.

19

would please raise your hand.

20

you to unmute.

21

MS. HINOJOSA:

22

MS. PIGGOTT:

23
24
25

Thank you for your comments.
If you

Okay, Bekah, I'm going to ask

Hi. Can you hear me?
We can.

Go ahead, you have three

Okay.

Well, first of all, I want

minutes.
MS. HINOJOSA:

to say that the FAA is conducting -- the way the FAA is
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1

conducting this regulatory process is actually a violation of

2

the Title 6 Civil Rights Act of 1964, and what I mean by that

3

is this process has not been made available in the Spanish

4

language.

5

in Spanish, notified the public that there would be Spanish

6

interpretation, close-captioning 30 days in advance, and

7

instead, the FAA, at the last minute, three days before the

8

hearing, announced that Spanish would be available.

9

-- that is discrimination against the Rio Grande Valley

10

In fact, the FAA should have issued a 30-day notice

So that is

community.

11

I'm multigenerational from the Rio Grande

12

Valley.

I live in Brownsville, Texas.

I'm also an

13

environmentalist and a community member, and I've seen

14

firsthand how SpaceX operations are actually very destructive

15

to our community, how it's driving gentrification, how it's

16

starting to displace locals, people have already been displaced

17

from the Boca Chica Village.

18

And I'm here to speak, really, in opposition.

I

19

oppose the permit and any authorization for SpaceX to expand

20

their facility here at Boca Chica Beach.

21

know, this is a Title 6 -- violation of Title 6 Act, and that's

22

why a bunch of local community groups from the Rio Grande

23

Valley have filed a complaint with the Office of Civil Rights,

24

with the FAA, and the U.S. Department of Transportation.

25

groups include La Union Del Pueblo Entero, Trucha RGV, Las

And going back, you
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1

Imaginistas, Razas Unidas, The Lone Star Chapter Sierra Club.

2

These are all local organizations that have community members

3

from the Rio Grande Valley who, you know, who are being

4

directly impacted by SpaceX operations.

5

Also, the FAA should have an entire

6

environmental impact statement.

7

enough, considering the size and scope of the proposed SpaceX

8

project.

9

desalinization (sic) plants.

10
11

Just having an EA is not

New gas plants, drilling for gas on beach,
This is a massive footprint that

this operations would have on our community.
And just overall, I want to say that we as

12

humans should be investing in our planet and dealing with the

13

destructive consequences of climate change.

14

MS. PIGGOTT:

15

MS. HINOJOSA:

Thirty seconds.
And that, you know, SpaceX is

16

just -- is -- is just something that is directly destructive

17

and -- and another example of colonization of our community

18

that we just don't need.

Thank you.

19

MS. PIGGOTT:

Thank you for your comments.

20

Our next speaker is Joyce Hamilton.

Again, as a

21

reminder, please state your full name at the start of your

22

comments for the court reporter to transcribe.

23

Joyce Hamilton, I'm going to ask you to unmute.

24

MS. HAMILTON:

25

MS. PIGGOTT:

I am now unmuted.
We can hear you.
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1

MS. HAMILTON:

2

MS. PIGGOTT:

3

MS. HAMILTON:

Can you hear me?
Go ahead, you have three minutes.
Yes.

Okay, my name is Joyce

4

Hamilton.

5

and a frequent visitor over the past 20 years to the natural

6

area surrounding the location where SpaceX is now operating and

7

where it proposes to build and launch the SpaceX Super Heavy

8

Launch Vehicle.

9

I'm representing myself as a resident of South Texas

My preview of the Draft PEA raised some concerns

10

for me about potential impacts of the tests, the launches, the

11

ongoing construction and the other aspects of this proposed

12

expanded project on what is a fragile and unique coastline.

13

fact, we've already seen the damaging impact of a recent launch

14

failure with a wide and destructive debris field along the

15

beach and surrounding wetlands.

16

In

In fact, biologists, I know one of them, who

17

monitors the nesting plovers, which is a species of concern,

18

have noticed a dramatic decrease in nesting since the inception

19

of the construction and the other operations at the SpaceX

20

site.

21

Beach access has transformed dramatically with the existing

22

build up of the SpaceX launch site.

23

So, in the past year the -- the Highway 4 Boca Chica

It was always in the past a beautiful, pristine

24

natural area of wetlands, mudflats, lomas and dunes with an

25

ecosystem supporting myriad species of wildlife, including
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1

wintering, nesting and migrating waterfowl, which have been a

2

joy to birders and other naturalists and the general public who

3

share a concern for the preservation of this unique coastal

4

ecosystem.

5

So, I -- you know, needless to say, my most

6

passionate concern is for the protection and conservation of --

7

of the wildlife and the unique habitat here that supports them,

8

but I also would like to speak up for the rights of the local

9

community, the fishermen, the sea turtle rescue volunteers, the

10

naturalists and birders and the families from the surrounding

11

area who lost their right to regular access to the beach on a

12

regular basis.

13

And so I -- I feel all of these are big concerns

14

and I'd -- I'd like to just end by urging the FAA to conduct a

15

serious, comprehensive Environmental Impact Study, EIS, on the

16

SpaceX --

17

MS. PIGGOTT:

18

MS. HAMILTON:

19

Thirty seconds.
-- Super Heavy rocket proposal.

Thank you.

20

MS. PIGGOTT:

Thank you for your comments.

21

Okay, our next five speakers this evening are

22

Sharon Almaguer, Wes Townsend, Alan Guggenheim, Douala Hashi,

23

and Tiagan Koob.

24
25

If you would please raise your hand.

Sharon, I see your hand raised.
ask you to unmute.
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1

MS. ALMAGUER:

2

MS. PIGGOTT:

3

MS. ALMAGUER:

Hello.

Can you hear me?

Go ahead, you have three minutes.
Thank you.

My name Sharon

4

Almaguer.

5

I'm here to speak in opposition to the permit.

6

I have property in Port Isabel, where we reside.

First off, I echo the concerns that were

7

previously raised by Joyce Hamilton and Beka -- Rebeka

8

Hinojosa.

9

Impact Assessment of this project, what's been done for a

The FAA needs to do a comprehensive Environmental

10

project of this magnitude for the area that is going to

11

fundamentally transform this area is cursory and it's

12

inadequate.

13

environmental impact study.

14

And so you need to conduct a complete

Secondly, I, too, am concerned about the

15

overtaking of access to the Boca Chica Beach.

16

who have been accustomed and who have a constitutional right

17

under the Texas Open -- Open Beach Act under the Constitution,

18

because we have open beaches here in Texas, have lost access to

19

Boca Chica Beach.

20

County in terms of beach access.

21

off the beach when they were not authorized to do so and have

22

basically just rough -- run roughshod over locals in the area,

23

and that's been wrong and their heavy-handed tactics have not

24

gone unnoticed, and they are inappropriate.

25

Local residents

The company has violated agreements with the
They have regularly closed

Secondly, we've had launches at my home in Port
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1

Isabel with the smaller rockets.

I don't know how you can say

2

that the noise is in any way acceptable or that the vibrations

3

are in any way acceptable.

4

and it sounds like the rocket is coming right over my head, and

5

when they boost these heavy rockets, you've already seen cracks

6

and -- and certain seismic issues having to do in -- in South

7

Padre Island, but I expect that that's going to become

8

widespread, and you're going to see widespread property damage.

My house shakes with little rockets

9

And, you know, Elon Musk coming

10

in after the fact, I'm sure they'll deny all of it, but him

11

coming in after the fact trying to throw a little bit of money

12

around is not going to take care of this problem so you need to

13

do your job, you need to do a complete and comprehensive

14

assessment of this project, and not just --

15

MS. PIGGOTT:

16

MS. ALMAGUER:

Thirty seconds.
-- permit.

17

have to say.

18

this is a profound project that is going to fundamentally

19

change this area of the world and you need to do your job and

20

you need to stop it.

21

Please do your job.

That's really all I

This is a -- a profound --

Thank you.

MS. PIGGOTT:

Thank you for your comments.

22

Again, folks, I'm getting some chat messages asking why I've

23

skip people.

24

don't see the individual on the Zoom platform, we have so many

25

people who want to make oral comments this evening, I am moving

I'm doing my best not to skip anybody but if I
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1

on to the next person.

2

name than you preregistered under, I won't be able to identify

3

you; or, if you have, you know, signed on perhaps under your

4

spouse's name that might be different or a roommate's name, I

5

won't be able to identify you.

6

So if you registered under a different

Okay, our next speaker is Wes Townsend, who I'm

7

not seeing on the Zoom.

8

on Zoom tonight.

9

Tiagan Koob, I'm not seeing on Zoom.

10

Alan Guggenheim, I'm also not seeing

Douala Hashi, I'm not seeing on Zoom.

And

I'm going to put the names of the next five

11

seekers in the chat that I'm going to be calling on.

12

Masaraure.

13

Zachary Parker, Yasin Shafiei, Rony Joseph, and Dan Elton.

14

you would please raise your hand and I will call on you.

Again, I apologize if I mispronounce your name.

15
16
17

Abide

Abide, I see your hand raised.

If

I'm going to ask

you to unmute.
MR. MASARAURE:

Yes, sure, thank you for giving

18

me this opportunity.

So I've traveled to Starbase Texas from

19

Pennsylvania I think for four times now just to see the

20

launches and what is happening there.

21

something that has not been done in -- in our lifetime, so I'm

22

just hoping that people give SpaceX a chance because, for

23

example, we use GPS and recently at Cape Canaveral they

24

launched the GPS III Satellites, the upgrade.

25

happened with -- at Cape Canaveral, which the surrounding area

And for me, this is
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1

also contains wildlife.

2

As I understand that, we need to protect

3

wildlife.

4

humanity to explore what is in other planets because it is --

5

as we live here on Earth, we should know that, like, a disaster

6

can happen at any time on Earth, so we should explore what's

7

out there and SpaceX is giving us this opportunity.

8
9

We also need to be given opportunity to enable

So, they should be allowed at all costs.
there are environmental concerns.

I know

Even when airplanes were

10

invented, people lost their lives because they had to sacrifice

11

to put humanity out there and advance the way humanity lives.

12

So I'm hoping that when all these things are

13

being considered, we try to make sure that development comes

14

first and that this Starship/Super Heavy development is allowed

15

to proceed, because I never know in the future these 30-minute

16

flights from continent to continent will be a reality, and then

17

it -- it would change the world -- operating the world.

18

that is -- that is my comment.

Thank you.

19

MS. PIGGOTT:

20

Our next speaker is Zachary Parker.

21
22

So

Thank you for your comment.
I'm going

to ask you to unmute.
MR. PARKER:

Hi.

My name is Zachary Parker, I'm

23

a Georgia resident, not representing any organization or

24

special interest group.

25

capacity as an enthusiastic supporter of SpaceX and a supporter

I'm speaking on behalf of my personal
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1

of the human enterprise to push mankind's boundary beyond

2

Earth, as embodied by SpaceX's various missions.

3

In recent years, the world has seen such

4

unprecedented transformations in advanced technologies and

5

their rapid applications.

6

explorations and technological endeavors made by SpaceX are

7

unmatched by any other business or government entity pursuing

8

similar purposes.

Most notably, the scientific

9

SpaceX is working tirelessly and steadfastly in

10

a bid to create the largest, most capable rocket in the world,

11

the world has yet to see.

12

a long-term goal of transporting human passengers.

13

pursuit in the Super Heavy Launch Program, Vehicle Program,

14

Starship, are applaudable.

15

This rocket is known as Starship for
SpaceX's

The company is making history and deserves the

16

full support of the American people.

17

poised to advance space ex- -- exploration, it is also boosting

18

the local economy surrounding Boca Chica in SpaceX's

19

operational bases and launching site.

20

understanding in space is going to increase and the scientific

21

community will benefit from a historic case study.

22

Not only is the project

Our collective

While I applaud SpaceX for -- for this exciting

23

program, I also wanted to call on the company leadership to

24

work collaboratively with and consult all stakeholders in --

25

from community members, local governments, federal government,
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1

cross-disciplinary experts, to ensure that the environmental

2

costs associated with such an ambitious launching are

3

minimized, mitigated and contained.

4

responsibility to fulfill, and that entails making sure the

5

ecological footprint of this important exploration is

6

sustainable.

7

SpaceX has a social

I thank you for the opportunity to provide my

8

testimony and I would like to say Godspeed to SpaceX.

9

all.

That's

10

MS. PIGGOTT:

Thank you for your comments.

11

Our next speaker is Yasin Shafiei, who I'm not

12

seeing on the Zoom, followed by Rony Joseph.

13

to ask you to unmute.

Rony, I'm going

14

(No audible or visible response.)

15

Rony, I show that you're unmuted.

16

(No audible or visible response.)

17

MS. PIGGOTT:

18

unmute on your end?

Rony Joseph.

Rony Joseph?

Are you able to

You're unmuted on Zoom.

19

(No audible or visible response.)

20

MS. PIGGOTT:

21

Okay, our next speaker is Dan Elton.

22

I'm going

to ask you to unmute.

23

MR. ELTON:

24

MS. PIGGOTT:

25

Okay, I'll come back.

Yes, hi. Can you guys hear me?
Yes.

Go ahead, you have three

minutes.
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1
2

MR. ELTON:

Okay.

Thank you for this

opportunity to speak.

3

I feel like there's a possible failure mode here

4

that I'm very concerned about, and that failure mode is that

5

there will be additional delays, additional calls for more

6

reviews, which will delay this project for months and months

7

and months and possibly years.

8

problem with the NEPA, National Environmental Policy Act, and

9

that's a major reason why, here in the United States, we

Now, nationally, we have this

10

haven't been able to build housing, for instance, affordable

11

housing.

12

haven't been able to build nuclear power plants to protect our

13

environment.

14

something big and ambitious, there's a small number of vocal,

15

environmental extremists who come in and call for more reviews,

16

more reviews, and it just gets delayed indefinitely.

17

very, very concerned that something similar could happen here.

We haven't been able to build high-speed rail, we

18

And it's because whenever somebody wants to build

So, I'm

Now, as far as the environmental impact of

19

SpaceX, I think if you just look at a map, it's -- in relations

20

to the -- the huge spots of wildlife around the facility,

21

SpaceX's footprint is very, very small in relation to that.

22

So, in -- in a relative sense, like, the -- the footprint is

23

very small.

24

but -- but there are always tradeoffs when you're building

25

anything.

Yeah, some -- some piping plovers may have to move
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1

The other point I would make is I would -- when

2

we have people speaking out against the problem here, I would

3

not take those to be representative of the community at large.

4

What you're hearing is just vocal activists.

5

most people in the community around Boca Chica are extremely

6

happy because of the jobs and prosperity that SpaceX is

7

bringing, and so the idea that there's, like, this is bad for

8

the community, I don't think makes sense.

9

I believe that

The final thing I -- I guess I wanted to say was

10

there's been this narrative that SpaceX is sort of, like,

11

taking over the community, but I would note that --

12

MS. PIGGOTT:

13

MR. PATEL:

Thirty seconds.
-- when they -- when they purchased

14

the houses, that was done in a voluntary fashion, this was not

15

using eminent domain, and there are still residents that --

16

that live in Boca Chica and that's their right to do so.

17

just wanted to mention that narrative is -- is really false.

So, I

18

Thank you for allowing me to speak.

19

MS. PIGGOTT:

20

Our next speaker is -- our next five speakers

Thank you for your comments.

21

are Apoorva Alok.

22

name.

23

Mathew.

24

please, raise your hand and I'll call on you.

25

Again, I apologize if I mispronounce your

Julian Siano, Brandon McHugh, David Larson, and Sanjay
I posted those names in the chat.

If you would,

Apoorva Alok, I'm going to ask you to unmute.
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1

MR. ALOK:

2

MS. PIGGOTT:

3

Hello.

Can you hear me?

Yes, go ahead.

You have three

minutes.

4

MR. ALOK:

Yeah, I'm Apoorva Alok.

I'm not

5

representing any organization or group, I'm also not a resident

6

of Texas, but I have to express my views that SpaceX has been

7

an inspiration for me since the first time I heard about them.

8

It was back in 2012, '13 when the Grasshopper Program was

9

online.

They wanted to land their first booster back in 2015

10

and think at SpaceX did that with utmost discipline towards the

11

environment and have been very thorough something since then.

12

A recent example I would like to add is when, in

13

February, when there was a power -- power outage and the winter

14

storm was fast approaching, there was an organization by the

15

name of Sea Turtles, Inc. of South Padre Island, and their goal

16

was to protect the endangered sea turtles.

17

power and there were very slim chances of the turtles making

18

through it, SpaceX came to help them with providing generators,

19

and they ended up saving around 4500 sea turtles, and a news

20

report said that many of the sea turtles were more than a

21

centuries old.

22

Since there was no

This is just an example of how SpaceX -- people

23

are saying that now SpaceX, they are not concerned about

24

environment, and it's just not true because whatever they do,

25

environment is the utmost priority and I truly believe that the
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1

Environmental Assessment done by SpaceX for the launch

2

operations from Boca Chica, Texas stand by keeping the

3

environment first.

4

And I think the launch license should be

5

provided for the same.

6

been working very hard, now more than ever before to achieve

7

the goal of making life interplanetary, and the FAA should also

8

assist SpaceX in the same.

9

You know, things at Boca Chica have

You know, we've been waiting for this

10

opportunity for a very long time after the moon landings.

11

been more than 60 years since -- 50 years, sorry, and it's --

12

after such a long time that we have an opportunity to explore

13

other worlds, and that's all I have to say.

So, thank you.

14

MS. PIGGOTT:

15

Our next speaker is Julian Siano.

16

Thank you for your comments.
I'm going to

ask you to unmute.

17

MR. SIANO:

18

Siano, and I'm just representing myself.

19

SpaceX.

20

ethical.

21

understanding our environment.

22

reduce the cost to get to space by one to three orders of

23

magnitude.

24

and the Earth's environment.

25

It's

Thanks, Jennifer.

My name is Julian

I'm here to support

I think their goal is ambitious, worthwhile and highly
NASA Earth Science Directorate has a critical role in
Super Heavy is attempting to

This will enable future missions to study the Earth

I think there's a lot of other positive benefits
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1

to this but, you know, just keeping it in the scope of

2

environment I think it's important to think about the major,

3

potential upside of this, especially when compared to other

4

environmental impact studies.

5

really do have a way to make a very positive change.

6

You know, this is one where we

Global climate change, other global

7

environmental issues, if they really are global, we need -- we

8

need global solutions for that, and that's part of what this

9

project can bring us.

10
11

I really think the launch license should be
granted.

Thank you, Jennifer.

12

MS. PIGGOTT:

13

Our next speaker is Brandon McHugh.

14

MR. McHUGH:

16

MS. PIGGOTT:

18

I'm going

to ask you to unmute.

15

17

Thank you for your comments.

Can you hear me?
Yes, go ahead.

You have three

minutes.
MR. McHUGH:

Hey, my name is Brandon McHugh.

19

I'm totally in -- I'm on the side of SpaceX with this one.

20

will always be on their side.

21

absolutely necessary and -- and vital to humanity as -- as a

22

species, not just the United States or -- or the planet, but

23

humanity as a whole.

24
25

I

I think that their endeavors are

I -- I appreciate wildlife concerns and the
concerns of the locals of Boca Chica.

I would be concerned for
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1

my home as well but, I mean, where -- where else will SpaceX

2

go?

3

be faced with the same concerns and, I mean, I think that goes

4

for any business, they'll -- they'll face the same kind of

5

pushback anywhere.

6

Anywhere that they tried to set up shop, they're going to

The pros totally outweigh the cons.

Earth is

7

here for us to use its resources to -- to grow and expand

8

and -- and evolve, and now is the time that we need to be

9

pushing the evolution of consciousness.

We -- we're reaching

10

the -- the pinnacle of technological advancement on Earth, and

11

it's -- it's time to get out.

12

One day the Earth will be swallowed by the Sun,

13

and on that day, it's not going to matter who has what health

14

care or who is -- what party is in control of Congress.

15

that will matter is whether or not we made it off this planet,

16

whether or not we had a strong foothold in -- in the cosmos and

17

humanity can live on and prosper and consciousness will

18

continue to grow and expand.

19

All

I -- I fully support SpaceX in all their

20

endeavors and I -- I think that they should be allowed to

21

proceed as much as -- as they need to.

22

say.

That's all I have to

23

MS. PIGGOTT:

24

Our next speaker is David Larson.

25

Thank you for your comments.
I see a

number of Davids, no last name on the Zoom this evening.
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1

one of you is David Larson, please raise your hand so I can

2

identify you.

3
4

Following David Larson is Sanjay Mathew, who I'm
not seeing on the Zoom.

5

Rony Joseph, I see that your hand is still

6

raised.

I tried to unmute you and I got a message that you're

7

using an older version of Zoom.

8

call in and we'll see if we can hear you through a call-in

9

number.

10

I recommend that you try to

Okay, our next five speakers I'm going to put in

11

the chat are Jim Chapman, Ephraim Raj, Ashley Kosak, Moussa

12

Zarou and James Langley.

13

so I can identify you.

14
15

If you would please raise your hand

Jim, I see your hand raised.

I'm going to ask

you to unmute.

16

MR. CHAPMAN:

Can you hear me?

17

MS. PIGGOTT:

We can hear you.

18

Go ahead, you

have three minutes.

19

MR. LANGLEY:

Okay.

20

MR. CHAPMAN:

My name is Jim Chapman.

I am the

21

President of the Friends of the Wildlife Corridor, which is a

22

support group for Santa Ana National Wildlife Refuge and Lower

23

Rio Grande National Wildlife Refuge, and my comments are on

24

behalf of the Friends.

25

Number one, the FAA need -- must do an
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1

environmental impact statement instead of an EA. In FAA's own

2

regulations implementing NEPA, there are three criteria to

3

determine if an EIS is not needed.

4

at Boca Chica clearly fails all three criteria.

5

SpaceX's massive expansion

Number two, FAA violated NEPA by allowing the

6

applicant, SpaceX, to determine whether an EA or EIS

7

was needed.

8

agency's decision.

9

NEPA is very clear that this is the permitting

Number three, the Draft EA does not contain a

10

launch failure analysis.

11

Starship Super Heavy explodes on or above the launch pad.

12

FAA is also required to do a safety risk analysis, a hazard

13

risk analysis, and they're -- those are absent in the EA as

14

well.

15

the Draft EA that are referred to but are missing from the EA.

16

The (barking in background) -- sorry about the dogs here.

17

What is the worst case scenario is

There are also ten other documents that are missing from

NEPA is very clear that project construction

18

cannot begin "irretrievable and irreversible commitment of

19

resources," until the environmental review is done.

20

been violating this by building ahead anyway, the most

21

egregious example being the 450-foot integration tower.

22

The

SpaceX has

SpaceX wants to build a desalination plant with

23

injection wells, multiple gas wells, a liquified natural gas,

24

LNG plant, a 250-megawatt power plant, and all of these are not

25

described in any detail and there is no evaluation of their

Hill & Romero Certified Court Reporters
hillandromero.com

35

1

environmental impacts.

They are all in themselves significant

2

actions that require their own environmental review.

3

NEPA requires a serious evaluation of

4

alternatives, rather than just the all-or-nothing alternatives.

5

One of the other alternatives that should be included is moving

6

the testing of Super Heavy to a designated large rocket testing

7

site such as --

8

MS. PIGGOTT:

Thirty seconds.

9

MR. CHAPMAN:

-- Provo, Utah or Stennis Air

10

Force Base in Mississippi.

11

rocket was tested and where the Space Launch System, SLS,

12

rocket is currently being tested.

13

The latter is where the Saturn V

Another alternative should be -- include

14

launching Super Heavy only from offshore or from Cape

15

Canaveral, and we reject any plan for subsequent FAA tier

16

reviews to allow further SpaceX expansion.

17

which avoids additional environmental review and public

18

comment.

19

re-evaluations from 2017 through 2020.

20

massive expansion and transformation, SpaceX was able to avoid

21

serious environmental scrutiny.

22

--

This is a loophole

We saw this repeatedly from FAA written
By piecemealing its

FAA appeared happy to oblige

23

MS. PIGGOTT:

Time.

24

MR. CHAPMAN:

All right, thank you very much.

25

MS. PIGGOTT:

Thank you for your comments.
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1

Our next three speakers either aren't on the

2

Zoom or have let me know that they do not want to provide an

3

oral comment this evening, so next up is Jim Langley.

4

your hand raised, I'm going to ask you to unmute.

5

MR. LANGLEY:

Hi.

6

MS. PIGGOTT:

We can hear you.

7

Can you hear me?
Go ahead, you

have three minutes.

8
9

I see

MR. LANGLEY:

Okay, quick apology to the other

Jim for jumping in early, I apologize profusely.

10

But most importantly, I really want to focus on

11

something that I want to speak on behalf of myself.

12

geologist.

13

released by SpaceX and there is absolutely no mention of the

14

impact or associated on go -- doings with a 250-megawatt power

15

plant on site as well as liquid natural gas production on site.

16

I am a

I have followed the Environmental Assessment

Both of these factors are within the

17

environmental assessment determined to be significant but

18

within Cameron County the geology simply does not support

19

extracting natural gas locally, which means that tremendous

20

amounts of natural gas will have to come in from oilfields

21

approximately 80 miles to the west or they'll be drilling an

22

extremely large number of wells on site, probably upwards of

23

500.

24
25

Most importantly, none of this information is
covered at all within the environmental assessment, so I stand
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1

in opposition to the paperwork as it is and believe that an

2

environmental impact -- environmental impact statement needs to

3

be made.

4

emission standards are completely unrecognized in this

5

paperwork.

6

been no filings with the Environmental Protection Agency or any

7

other associated agencies accordingly, and effectively SpaceX

8

is trying to put a 250-megawatt (audio distortion) some

9

perspective is enough to empower almost 100,000 homes and a

10

There's no working around the fact that these

It is almost virtually unprecedented.

There have

cryogenic methane and natural gas processing plant.

11

Are the people of Brownsville and Port Isabel

12

and associated communities around Boca Chica aware of the large

13

number of trucks that are going to be coming in and out?

14

that information covered in the environmental assessment?

15

of these things are true.

16

Was
None

And to that end, I think that it is absolutely

17

critical that SpaceX both make it clear that this is what's

18

going be happening in Boca Chica, but most importantly, that

19

the Federal Aviation Admission and others do their due

20

diligence in ensuring that this information is spread to the

21

community.

22

geology, I've never seen anything like this.

23

with friends in environmental assessment, I -- no one else has

24

ever seen such an egregious misstep in the actual filing of

25

proper paperwork.

I -- it's -- it's absolutely -- in my time in
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1

So that concludes my point, more or less.

I

2

want to see proper paperwork done and a proper environmental

3

impact statement done and recognize this 250-megawatt power

4

plant as well as this cryogenic production facility and this

5

natural gas facility.

Thank you.

6

MS. PIGGOTT:

Thank you for your comments.

7

Our next five speakers I just pasted into the

8

chat box:

Max Braun, Sharon Wilcox, Austin Barnard, Jeronimo

9

Reyes-Retana, and Robert Thomas.

10
11

Max, I see you on the line.

I'm going to ask

you to unmute.

12

(No audible or visible response.)

13

MS. PIGGOTT:

14

the line.

Okay, I think Max just fell off

I do not see Sharon on the line.

15

Austin Barnard.

16

(No audible or visible response.)

17

MS. WILCOX:

18

MS. PIGGOTT:

19

Hello.
Yep.

Can you hear me?
Go ahead, you have three

minutes.

20

MS. WILCOX:

All right.

My name is Dr. Sharon

21

Wilcox and I am a senior Texas representative for Defenders of

22

Wildlife, and I speak tonight as a representative of that

23

organization.

24
25

The SpaceX site in Cameron County, Texas sits
within one of the Country's most unique diverse matrix of
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1

habitats that support extraordinarily rare, threatened and

2

endangered species.

3

Endangered Species Act use the Boca Chica region surrounding

4

the SpaceX project site, including the ocelot, jaguarundi,

5

aplomado falcon, piping plover, red knot, and five species of

6

sea turtle.

7

Ten species listed as endangered under the

This area is also a critical stopover site for

8

migrating birds from multiple flyways that span the Western

9

Hemisphere.

We are deeply concerned about the direct, indirect

10

and cumulative impacts that are occurring from SpaceX's ongoing

11

and expanding activities, including detrimental impacts on

12

sensitive habitat and native vegetation, including unplanned

13

fires, debris fall and debris removal, documented impacts on

14

migratory and nesting birds, and impacts on resident endangered

15

species.

16

We are also very concerned about the closure of

17

this area to U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Refuge Management,

18

whose work monitoring their own refuges has been routinely

19

impeded by formal and informal SpaceX closures.

20

by evident use of the wildlife refuge as a debris field within

21

the blast danger area and it being used for debris retrieval

22

which has destroyed refuge habitat in the past and will do so

23

in the future.

24
25

We are alarmed

For these reasons, we believe a new
environmental impact statement or EIS is essential as the
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1

impacts of the ongoing activities of the site are and will be

2

significant, and the EA is inadequate because it fails to take

3

significant issues into consideration.

4

and geographic context are absolutely essential to evaluating

5

the current and future activities at this site that are well

6

outside the scope of the original EIS from 2014.

7

The cumulative impacts

The stakes are simply too high not to invest in

8

a thorough EIS.

Our unique federal refuge lands, as well as

9

adjacent state parks, beaches and public spaces deserve this

10

due diligence as they play significant roles in the

11

ecological --

12

MS. PIGGOTT:

13

MS. WILCOX:

14

Thirty seconds.
-- in the ecological, social and

economic integrity of the region.

Thank you.

15

MS. PIGGOTT:

16

Rony Joseph, I see that you've switched

17

computers.

I'm going to ask you unmute.

18

MR. JOSEPH:

19

MS. PIGGOTT:

20
21

Thank you for your comments.

We'll try again.

Can you hear me now?
Yes, go ahead.

You have three

minutes.
MR. JOSEPH:

Yes, I -- I'm an aerospace engineer

22

and also a life-long environmentalist.

I have formerly worked

23

for the Indian Space Program and they had the similar situation

24

at their launch site where we had sea turtles and other things

25

nesting and everything.

They were able to manage the whole
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1

thing by switching off lights at night and making adjustments.

2

Every launch site in the world needs to be on the East Coast,

3

and there's always going to be issues with it.

4

I -- I'm wondering how the FAA gave clearance to

5

NASA at Cape Canaveral for all their launches.

That is a much

6

more environmentally-sensitive site.

7

point out that within five miles of Boca Chica there is a gun

8

range, a Walmart and it also used to be a former oil drilling

9

site.

Also, I would like to

And South Padre Island, which is just about four miles

10

away, is completely been developed, the same beach, the same --

11

why haven't these same issues an issue when South Padre Island

12

was being developed?

13

I feel that if SpaceX were an oil exploration

14

company there would be no questions asked about environmental

15

impact.

16

here.

17

would like to know why you approved the software correction for

18

the Boeing 737 Max leading to hundreds of people dying.

And, also, I think the FAA is politically motivated
The FAA is protect -- doing Boeing's bidding here.

19

I

What about the problem with the empty fuel tanks

20

and vapors?

Three decades later, Boeing still has not fixed

21

the problem.

22

engines to send astronauts to the Space Station?

23

thankful that we have SpaceX that has given the U.S. an

24

alternative to not -- to an alternative to depending on the

25

Russians, and if we don't do this, the Russians or the Chinese

And what about the American dependence on Russian
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1

will beat us at -- every time to space and for the future.

2

if we continue to put obstacles in the path of SpaceX, I would

3

highly recommend -- I would wish that they move to Russia,

4

which is extending an invitation to them or to India, or even

5

more south of the border to Mexico, would be happy -- they

6

would be happy to have a space program.

7

And

So I would also like to point out that I've been

8

a lifelong -- lifelong birder, and an environmentalist, and I

9

know that, you know, many of these issues that are being raised

10

by locals about noise and space and everything would not be an

11

issue if SpaceX were a government agency that could use eminent

12

domain to keep people out.

13

buy their homes and compensate them, they are being punished

14

for doing all of that stuff.

15

Just by being nice and offering to

So I completely support SpaceX ventures there at

16

Boca Chica and I request that the FAA give them the full

17

clearance to go ahead and advance humanity's missions in space.

18

That's what I would like to say.

Thank you.

19

MS. PIGGOTT:

20

Our next speaker is Austin Barnard.

21
22

Thank you for your comments.
I'm going

to ask you to unmute.
MR. BARNARD:

Hello.

Hello, everyone.

I just

23

wanted to give my opinions on the SpaceX Launch Facility here

24

in Boca Chica, Texas.

25

I have lived in Brownsville, Texas my entire
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life, and growing up here in the Valley, many people have never

2

really had a sense of hope towards the future and this is

3

really the first time ever I've seen my community, I guess,

4

fully embrace the fact that there is, like, a new dawn

5

approaching humanity, whether that is space exploration or just

6

expanding our civilization to another world entirely.

7

And I find it really awe-inspiring and just

8

honestly beautiful, and I totally support SpaceX and their

9

endeavors wholeheartedly as a local and I'm very excited for

10

their presence here.

That's all I have to say.

11

MS. PIGGOTT:

Thank you for your comments.

12

Okay, our next speaker is Jeronimo Reyes-Retana,

13

who I'm not seeing on the Zoom under that name, but if you're

14

on and would like to provide a comment please raise your hand,

15

as well as Robert Thomas, who I'm also not seeing on the Zoom.

16
17

Okay, Jeronimo, one moment.
you to unmute.

18
19

MR. REYES-RETANA:

Hello.

Well, can you hear

me?

20
21

I'm going to ask

MS. PIGGOTT:

Yes, go ahead.

You have three

minutes.

22

MR. REYES-RETANA:

Hi.

My name is Jeronimo

23

Reyes-Retana.

I'm an -- an artist and a researcher.

I've been

24

working on the -- on the Texas/Tamaulipas border for more than

25

five years now.

And so after reading and studying the IES
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(sic) published in 2014 and the PEA published in 2021, it is

2

clear that the transboundary, environmental and social impact

3

resulting from the extremely intense acoustic energy produced

4

by the engines of SpaceX launches during lift ups (sic),

5

landing and static fire tests is treated in a reductionist

6

manner that cannot connote the unilateral essence

7

characterizing the U.S./Mexico border dynamics.

8
9

The 2021 Programmatic Environmental Assessment
deliberately chooses not to take into consideration the

10

existence of several Tamaulipas settlements located within the

11

FAA the limited region of impact.

12

exposes the lack of transboundary concern by not mentioning the

13

name of any Mexican authority looking after the case besides

14

never stating SpaceX intentions to build a horizontal dialog

15

with the neighboring Mexican communities, which are primarily

16

rudimentary settlements impoverished and affected by a highly

17

problematic sociopolitical situation connected to the state of

18

ultra violence resulting from an ongoing war on drugs that has

19

seriously affected the social thread and that, now, the same

20

communicates will have to live up to the shocking sound waves

21

of Starship/Super Heavy.

22

Moreover, the document

That being said, I think it's important that

23

SpaceX Launch Facility at Boca Chica, Texas takes the

24

transboundary effects of an infrastructural project of this

25

kind seriously.

It is important that it takes a deep look into
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1

the sociopolitical context and acts according to it in order to

2

be coherent with an agenda that supposedly looks forward to

3

connecting us as a species and not to empowering the social

4

asymmetries of a capitalist and globalist order by worsening

5

the cultural tensions of a geopolitical region that already

6

lives under a dire situation.

7

Thank you very much.

8

MS. PIGGOTT:

9
10

Thank you for your comments.

Okay, our next five speakers are Errol Plata, Mary Branch,
Gilberto Estrella, Simon VanDyk, and Joshua Collins.

11

Errol Plata, I'm going to ask you to unmute.

12

MR. PLATA:

Well, I -- I don't have much further

13

to add.

Essentially, it's humanity moving off the planet, and

14

it's very important for us to do that.

15

it's constructed, it's going to have some impacts which we can

16

mitigate.

And no matter where

17

And, yeah, that -- that's about it, thank you.

18

MS. PIGGOTT:

19

Thank you for your comments.

Branch, I'm going to ask you to unmute.

20

(No audible or visible response.)

21

MS. PIGGOTT:

22

MS. BRANCH:

23

MS. PIGGOTT:

24
25

Mary

Mary Branch.
Can you hear me?
Yes, go ahead.

You have three

minutes.
MS. BRANCH:

Finally, thank you.
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1

Mary Angela Branch.

I own a residence in Port Isabel, Cameron

2

County, Texas.

3

nonprofit community organization, I am here to voice our

4

opposition to the Draft PEA on SpaceX Boca Chica.

As a board member representing Save RGV, a

5

In reading the draft, the direct, indirect and

6

cumulative impacts from the project's plan to test launch the

7

Super Heavy, a rocket which is approximately 1100 percent more

8

powerful than the existing Starship, have not been fully or

9

adequately analyzed or addressed to comply with the National

10

Environmental Policy Act.

11

letter of agreement, 2 analyses, 1 communication process, 1

12

data package, and the identification of an emergency response

13

team that are referenced and alluded to in the draft but

14

neither are provided in the draft either by description,

15

exhibit, appendix or footnote.

16

There are, at minimum, 11 plans, 1

We ask that these documents be provided in order

17

to review and comment on their compliance and efficacy.

18

Refusing to provide them goes against the public's best

19

interest and safety.

20

analysis is missing and must be conducted and reviewed by all

21

cooperating and affected agencies, municipalities and counties,

22

as well as the general public.

23

Further, a new FAA launch failure

We also ask that an emergency response plan be

24

provided in cooperation with the FAA, the Coast Guard, local

25

EMS, first responders, and hospitals, complete with training
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1

operation manuals, identification of teams to be trained and

2

maintained, as well as evacuation -- evacuation routes,

3

shelters, and long-term care of evacuees and injured in the

4

event of a worst-case scenario.

5

We also want to know who will bear the costs to

6

fund these emergency operations and teams.

7

the data for Section 2.1.2 of the Draft PEA, titled "Launch

8

Vehicle," be provided per the FAA's own licensing code, Title

9

14, Chapter 3, Subchapter 3, Sections 450.43 and 450.45.

10

We also ask that

Additionally, the scope and expansion of this

11

project described in the draft calls for construction and

12

operation of a 250-megawatt power plant, a pipeline to carry

13

natural gas to a natural gas pretreatment facility, a methane

14

liquifier, also known as a liquid natural gas plant, oil and

15

gas drilling and production industry, a solar farm, and a

16

desalination plant.

None of --

17

MS. PIGGOTT:

18

MS. BRANCH:

Thirty seconds.
None of these are addressed

19

sufficiently in the Draft PEA, nor were they addressed,

20

analyzed or even mentioned with elements of future design and

21

implementation in the original 2014 Environmental Impact --

22

Impact Statement, which renders this draft invalid.

23

In conclusion, we deem this Draft PEA

24

insufficient, inadequate and lacking scrutiny and ask that it

25

be rejected on it's face and request that a full environmental
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1

impact statement be conducted instead.

2
3

MS. PIGGOTT:

Thank you for your

comments.

4
5

Thank you.

Thank --

Our next speaker is Gilberto Estrella.

I'm

going to ask you to unmute.

6

UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE SPEAKER:

Hello.

7

MS. PIGGOTT:

You have three

8

minutes.

9
10

Yes, go ahead.

UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE SPEAKER:

I would like to

speak in Spanish because my English is not good.

11

MS. PIGGOTT:

Okay.

We will bring our

12

translator over and -- so she can translate your comments as

13

you -- as you give them.

14

the English line to translate our next commenter?

Pamela, can you please come over to

15

INTERPRETER PAMELA PAYAN:

16

MS. PIGGOTT:

17

INTERPRETER PAMELA PAYAN:

18

Yes, I'm here.

Pamela -- Pamela, are you ready?
Yes, I'm ready.

(In

Spanish.)

19

MS. PIGGOTT:

Okay, go ahead.

20

UNIDENTIFED FEMALE SPEAKER:

Okay.

I do not

21

represent the State of Tamaulipas, but I do represent a

22

department of the environment that has an organization with the

23

environment of the State and I'd like to make some statements

24

in regard to the impact that this will have to the environment.

25

So, the factors that -- that have to be taken

Hill & Romero Certified Court Reporters
hillandromero.com

49

1

into consideration would have to be the contamination that this

2

will cause, the impact on noise, the decibels that this will

3

have on the impact of the noise, the water, like islands, and

4

all the water or areas.

5

Let's put emphasis on moving the launches so it

6

doesn't effect the migration of birds, aquatic birds, land

7

birds, and also during the type of -- the time of migration for

8

the monarch butterfly.

9

attention to this corridor, as it's a biological corridor and

It's important to take note and pay

10

we have to pay attention to all the species -- species that

11

travel through this.

12
13

INTERPRETER PAMELA PAYAN:
hear me?

14

I think I said it in Spanish.

I'm sorry, did you
No.

So we also have to pay attention to the

15

threshold that has to do with the particles, the -- yes.

The

16

particles and the operation that has to do with this, the

17

threshold also that would have to do with the test and

18

launches.

19

of the document that points out all this information of the

20

expectations, the mitigation, and also from SpaceX and from

21

public safety so we can know what to expect.

So it is important that we receive some sort of copy

22

And that would be all, thank you.

23

MS. PIGGOTT:

24

So, ladies and gentlemen, if it's helpful, when

25

Okay, thank you for your comment.

we have a translated comment, in the global icon at the
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1

bottom -- at the bottom of your screen, if you click on the

2

global icon and you click English or Spanish, you would be able

3

to go to the English channel and hear the translation even if

4

you're usually hearing the presentation tonight in English.

5
6

Okay.

Our next speaker is Simon VanDyk.

I'm going to ask you to unmute.

7

MR. VANDYK:

8

MS. PIGGOTT:

9

Simon,

This is Simon.
Yep.

Go ahead, you have three

minutes.

10

MR. VANDYK:

I appreciate the time.

I -- I also

11

appreciate the FAA is using technology to allow maximum number

12

of people to participate.

13

My name, again, is Simon VanDyk.

14

resident, been following SpaceX for many years.

15

critically and -- but more so after following and seeing all

16

the different steps they've taken and Elon Musk's associated

17

companies, to prioritize the environment, prioritize

18

maintaining the resources we have on Earth, I am in full

19

support of the FAA granting this EA and allowing SpaceX to move

20

on.

21

I'm a Texas
At first,

I -- I also believe that it's kind of

22

interesting that those in opposition tonight seem to be quite,

23

quite prepared.

24

working and -- and in -- in this situation, I think that

25

although some of the concerns are valid and we do need to

Sounds like that they had teams of people
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1

review and see what is -- what's out there and what needs to be

2

protected, I believe that SpaceX has shown a -- a willingness

3

and a desire to do that and to mitigate as much potential

4

damage as possible, and I would like to see the -- I would like

5

to see the authorization granted and allow them to move forward

6

in a -- in an effort to -- to continue moving the -- the dial

7

scientifically.

8
9

I think a lot of people end up -- I'm sorry -end up negatively thinking "Well, why are we leaving Earth?

10

Why are we -- why don't we just better our community and our

11

area instead of trying to go somewhere else," and I think what

12

a lot of people forget is that this space race and so much of

13

what we've done to leave Earth has created scientific

14

advancements and materials and ideas that have greatly

15

benefited those who are on Earth and we've missed that over the

16

last few decades and I'd like to see that come back.

17

So, I appreciate the time, I appreciate the

18

opportunity, and look forward to the FAA granting this EA.

19

Appreciate it.

20

MS. PIGGOTT:

21

Our next speaker is Joshua Collins.

22

Thank you for your comments.

to ask you to unmute.

23

MR. COLLINS:

Hello.

24

MS. PIGGOTT:

Yes, go ahead.

25

I'm going

You have three

minutes.
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MR. COLLINS:

All right.

So, I -- again, as

2

several people tonight have said, the -- I'm not a Texas

3

resident so don't really have much stake in this, but again, as

4

a lot of -- I believe as Rony mentioned with the issue in

5

regards to the wildlife as -- at Cape -- as with -- seeing Cape

6

Canaveral, a large -- or a large area surrounding Cape

7

Canaveral is -- is wildlife and no one really seemed to care

8

about or even today cares about the wildlife there so if one --

9

if everyone -- we launch rockets out there all the time and no

10
11

one cares about the wildlife impact there.
And in regards to beach close -- the beach

12

access, just because -- there is the one road now but there is

13

no reason that SpaceX or the County can't say "Okay, we'll --

14

we'll build another access further -- further down."

15

And that's all I have to say.

16

MS. PIGGOTT:

17

Okay, folks, we're going to take a quick

Thank you for your comments.

18

five-minute break to give both our court reporter and our

19

translator an opportunity to get a quick drink of water and

20

have a quick break, and when we return at 7:05 we will resume

21

hearing oral comments.

22

The next five speakers are Robb Patterson,

23

Douglas Crickmer, Markus Mobius, N. Shahul Hameed, and Luc

24

Fueston, and I put those names in the chat.

25

Again, we'll resume the meeting at 7:05 Central
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1

Time.

Thank you.

2

(Short recess.)

3

MS. PIGGOTT:

Okay, I just need confirmation

4

that our court reporter and our interpreter are back.

5

will just send me a chat message that you have returned, we

6

will resume our meeting.

7
8

If you

Okay, ladies and gentlemen, welcome back from
the break.

We will continue hearing oral comments.

9

Our next speaker is Robb Patterson, who I am not

10

seeing on the Zoom; followed by Douglas Crickmer, who I am also

11

not seeing on Zoom.

12
13

Markus Mobius.

Please -- I'm going

to ask you to unmute.

14

MR. MOBIUS:

15

MS. PIGGOTT:

16

I see you.

Hi.

Can you hear me?

Yes, go ahead.

You have three

minutes.

17

MR. MOBIUS:

Thank you.

18

Mobius.

19

I'm an immigrant to this Country, I came 25 years ago.

20

SpaceX is exactly the kind of company or reason I -- I came to

21

the U.S. in the first place, because I think the U.S. is sort

22

of unique in giving rise to these amazing companies and

23

programs, and I don't think you could find this anywhere else

24

in the world.

25

I'm from Ann Arbor, Michigan.

My name is Markus

I -- I'm also a father.

Speaking for myself,
And as

We have three children,
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two girls and a boy, and all of them are fascinated by SpaceX.

2

And this is not something that we encouraged but them

3

(inaudible) excited about that cause they're interested in

4

astronomy and, you know, we're planning as a family to visit

5

Boca Chica and see these -- these rockets ourselves.

6

So, I'm excited.

I mean, I'm too old to -- to

7

switch into aerospace but I'm excited for my children, who I

8

believe, you know, it's not just SpaceX which is exciting, it's

9

also exciting all the other technologies that Starship and

10

SpaceX is enabling.

11

Internet service to, like, neglected and rural communities

12

across the world, which is going to change these people's

13

lives, the countless other companies which are going to be

14

enabled by having a cheap access to space.

15

For example, the Starlink that can provide

And currently I also would like to mention that,

16

you know, having cheap access to space actually for the first

17

time, for example, provides us things which previously was only

18

science fiction.

19

against the meteorites, for example.

20

that NASA follows.

21

going to happen.

22

chance, that a meteor can strike some -- a city on Earth and

23

destroy it, for example.

24
25

Like, for example, defending us, our planet,
I mean, this is something

It's a non-negligible probability that it's
Every year there'a a .1 chance, percent

And so having -- you know, NASA doesn't have the
capabiltiy to actually do anything against that, and the only
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1

entity probably in the world which will have this capability is

2

SpaceX and -- and Starship.

3

an event will be much bigger than the impact SpaceX is going to

4

have on the local environment in Boca Chica, which from your

5

presentation seemed manageable.

6

And, you know, some impact of such

So, I think, you know, you should really, in

7

evaluation look beyond Boca Chica and see all the beneficial

8

effects that SpaceX can have and Starship can have on the rest

9

of the world -- on the rest of the world's environment.

10

So, I hope that you will find imaginative

11

solutions that will not slow walk this -- this project to death

12

because I think it has an amazing, amazing opportunity --

13

MS. PIGGOTT:

14

MR. MOBIUS:

15

Thirty seconds.
-- for -- for all of us.

Thank

you.

16

MS. PIGGOTT:

Thank you for your comments.

17

Our next speaker is N. Shahul Hameed, who I'm

18

not seeing on the Zoom, and then Luc Fueston.

19

to ask you to unmute.

20

MR. FUESTON:

Hi.

Luc, I'm going

My name is Luc Fueston.

21

I'm -- I'm only representing myself.

I'd like to say thanks to

22

the FAA folks for organizing this, for benefiting us with your

23

public service.

24

those who are sincerely concerned about the environment -- you

25

know, potential environmental impacts, three reasons why this

I'd like to mention for the public record for
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1

program seems likely to be good for the environment:

2

general, just something that other comments have mentioned as

3

well, the space launch facilities so far seem like they're

4

good, not bad for the environment.

5

Maps to -- to Florida and see the impact over there.

6

looks like a sea of green, which kind of makes sense, like you

7

have a small rocket launch pad but then you have this much

8

bigger area where you can't build anything or do anything

9

because a rocket might fall on it.

10

First, in

You can pan over on Google
It just

Secondly, in Boca Chica, specifically, it kind

11

of seems like the more activity that they actually do, the

12

better it is for the environment because their activities are

13

on this tiny little area every time they have a launch or a hop

14

or something like that, you know, maybe 30 acres or so,

15

something like that, that -- that's being impacted by those.

16

But, like, thousands of acres get a rest from the

17

vehicle-intensive human recreation, you know, people are coming

18

up with their cars and driving on the beach and so forth and --

19

and none of that happens during those closures.

20

And then the last good news for the environment

21

is something else that's been alluded to a couple of times by

22

some other comments.

23

throw away most of our rocket every single time we go to space.

24

Imagine if an airplane, you take off with the whole airplane

25

but then you throw most of it away, you only land the cockpit

If Starship works, we might not need to
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1

portion.

You've thrown away this massive, manufactured thing.

2

What's the carbon footprint, throwing away that -- that

3

complex, manufactured thing every single time you use it.

4

That's just nuts, and so up until this point and -- and, you

5

know, right now, access to space has been just crazy wasteful.

6

So if Starship works, you know, each launch can

7

reuse the vehicle and be way more environmentally friendly.

8

I'm not saying humanity won't figure out how to mess that up.

9

As a matter of fact, I'm -- I'm pretty sure we'll figure it out

10

but, anyway, the Starship Program itself seems to enable some

11

real wins for the environment that's both locally in Boca Chica

12

and the terms of that bigger picture.

13

Thanks again for putting this on.

14

MS. PIGGOTT:

Thank you for your comments and,

15

Luc, thank you for logging off and logging back in so I could

16

easily identify you, I appreciate that.

17

The next five speakers are David Wright, JJ

18

Silk, William Rosen, Darus Trutna, and Michael O'Halloran.

19

only one I'm seeing on Zoom this evening is Michael O'Halloran.

20

I'm going to ask you to unmute.

21

MR. O'HALLORAN:

22

MS. PIGGOTT:

23
24
25

Hey.

The

Can you hear me?

Yes, go ahead.

You have three

minutes.
MR. O'HALLORAN:

All right, thanks a bunch.

name is Mike O'Halloran or Michael O'Halloran.
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1

reporter, O'H-A-L-L-O-R-A-N, if that does you a favor.

2

I'm a member of the public and I don't represent

3

any org- -- organizations.

4

meetings and for the presentation, thanks to the people at

5

SpaceX and the FAA for the work done on the -- on the

6

preliminary EA so far.

7

Thanks to the FAA for hosting these

As a member of the public, I'd like to state my

8

concerns as follows:

I'd like for the FAA and SpaceX to be

9

sure that any and all potential oil or natural gas wells at the

10

vicinity of Boca Chica and their consequences be accurately

11

assessed in these reviews.

12

making the claim that any fossil fuel generation is not being

13

accurately accounted for in this EA.

14

-- of the validity of these claims but I would hate to see

15

progress with these reviews or progress at the field site

16

itself be set back by any missed steps.

17

There have been multiple people

I'm unsure of the valid

As far as the environment goes, it seems to me

18

that SpaceX has a good plan in place to mitigate the vast

19

majority of environmental effects from the build and test

20

sites.

21

as a member of the public and someone who cares a lot about the

22

environment.

23

I feel this is to a degree that more than satisfies me

I feel it is also important to note that the

24

Starship/Super Heavy Launch architecture shows great promise in

25

greatly increasing the scope of SpaceX as in space technology.
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1

There are many academic studies that indicate the value of

2

space materials within the inner solar system alone are valued

3

in the quadrillions of dollars.

4

could drastically reduce the environmental effects that

5

industry has on our planet in general, and it allows us to

6

start utilizing resources in space.

7

Increasing access to space

In the very long-term, small environmental

8

effects at Boca Chica may end up allowing for drastically less

9

environmental damage worldwide.

10

Starship and Super Heavy are

clearly worth the gamble, so to speak.

11

As far as the economy, I'd like to point out

12

that space technology will likely be the next sector that will

13

revolutionize the way we live.

14

important that we continue being the world leader in this

15

sector.

16

science and space resource utilization and space exploration

17

looks like over the next century.

18

path towards remaining a leading voice for responsible space

19

travel.

Given this, it is very

We have the opportunity to set the tone of what

Starship is our clearest

20

I would recommend, as a member of the public,

21

that the FAA and SpaceX continue with all due diligence with

22

these reviews and move forward quickly so that Starship can

23

enter the next phase of its development safely, and I

24

think I'm -- I think I'm good.

25

MS. PIGGOTT:

Okay.

Thank you for your
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1

comments.

2

MR. O'HALLORAN:

3

MS. PIGGOTT:

Thank you.

Okay.

Our next five seekers are

4

David Coleman, Sirwan Aminy, Stephen Roberts, Noe Gonzalez, and

5

Michael Riola.

6

that you're on the Zoom and I will call on you.

7
8

David Coleman, I'm going to ask you to unmute.
David Coleman, you are unmuted.

9

(No audible or visible response.)

10
11

If you would please raise your hand to identify

MS. PIGGOTT:

Okay, David, if you are speaking

we are unable to hear you.

12

(No audible or visible response.)

13

MS. PIGGOTT:

14

Okay, our next speaker is Sirwan

Aminy, A-M-I-N-Y, which I'm not seeing on the Zoom.

15

Stephen Roberts.

I see a Stephen.

If that's

16

Stephen Roberts, please use the raise hand feature to -- so I

17

can identify you.

18

(No audible or visible response.)

19

MS. PIGGOTT:
Michael Riola.

Noe Gonzalez, I'm also not seeing

20

on Zoom.

I have a number of Michaels on the

21

Zoom so if one of you is Michael Riola, R-I-O-L-A, please raise

22

your hand so I can identify you.

23

(No audible or visible response.)

24

MS. PIGGOTT:

25

Okay, I'm going to place the next

five speakers in the chat box, which are Duane Rasmussen,
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1

Claudia Hernandez, Cameron Cecil, Richard Raimondo, and VJ

2

Aksel.

3

me, please raise your hand so I can identify you.

If you're on the mute -- if you're on the Zoom, excuse

4

I see a Richard but there's no last name.

If

5

you are Richard Raimondo, R-A-I-M-O-N-D-O, please raise your

6

hand so I can identify you.

7

(No audible or visible response.)

8

MS. PIGGOTT:

9

And, VJ Aksel, I'm also not seeing

on the Zoom this evening.

10

Again, folks, if you've joined under a different

11

name or perhaps you're using your son or daughter or spouse's

12

computer or a roommate's and you're not under the name that you

13

registered, I won't be able to identify you.

14

a chat message if I have skipped you because I am not able to

15

see your name.

16

Okay, moving on.

Our next five speakers I'll

17

place into the chat.

18

Winiarski, Eric Cohen, and James Heagy.

19

raise your hand so I can identify you.

20

speakers.

21
22

Okay, Gil Hough, Michelle Bekker, Ian

Gil, I see your hand.

If you would, please,
Those are our next five

I'm going to ask you to

unmute.

23

MR. HOUGH:

24

MS. PIGGOTT:

25

So please send me

Yes.

Can you hear me?

Yes, go ahead.

You have three

minutes.
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1

MR. HOUGH:

Great.

My statement is I believe

2

that the Programmatic Environmental Assessment is the correct

3

path forward.

4

and as I've looked at the guidance of the Office of

5

Environmental Quality, this vehicle launch site clearly fits in

6

the perfect category for a Programmatic Environmental

7

Assessment which will cover the broad and flexible approach

8

that best supports the development of this critical launch

9

vehicle for the United States.

10

The launch site has already gone through a EIS

It also allows for follow up, relevant reviews

11

as issues of the site goes forward.

12

FAA use all speed necessary to go forward with a finding of no

13

significant impact for the site, as this site is critical for

14

national security reasons, as well as clear economic

15

development reasons.

16

the closely-watched hint diagrammed media presence.

17

teaching our competitors how to do a heavy lift reusable

18

rocket, which is just fantastic overall, but if the United

19

States is not able to go forward with this rocket, it would

20

have amazing, terrible impacts to national security and

21

economic development if a non-friendly country such as China or

22

Russia were to copy the rocket.

23

I do -- would ask that the

The site has been happening under the -We are

So, I urge the FAA to -- to stick with its PEA,

24

the preliminary -- Programmatic Environmental Assessment

25

process and urge for the speedy finding of a finding of no
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1

significant impact, and I believe that the impacts to the

2

environment will actually be improved, as has been on proven

3

record --

4

MS. PIGGOTT:

5

MR. HOUGH:

Thirty seconds.
-- by NASA -- by NASA that the

6

technological innovation going forward will have a positive

7

impact on the environment, and also keep -- make sure that

8

other competing uses of the area remains wildlife to the rocket

9

uses.

10
11

Thank you very much to the FAA and I appreciate
you listening.

12

MS. PIGGOTT:

Thank you for your comments.

13

Okay, our next speaker is Michelle Bekker, who

14

I'm not seeing on the Zoom.

Then Ian Winiarski, Eric Cohen and

15

James Heagy, none of which I'm seeing on Zoom this evening.

16

you've joined under a different name or perhaps you only have

17

your first name, send me a chat message to identify you and I

18

will come back to hear your comments.

19

(No audible or visible response.)

20

MS. PIGGOTT:

If

Okay. Our next five speakers this

21

evening from our preregistration are Peter Foster, Ellen Tyma,

22

Mark Proctor, John Nahay, and Srirami Reddy Gangireddy.

23

I apologize if I mispronounce your name.

24
25

Peter, I see you -- your hand is raised.
going to ask you to unmute.
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1

MR. FOSTER:

Hi. Thanks for having me on.

I'm

2

not -- I'm speaking personally.

I'm not associated with any

3

group.

4

computer systems to rural hospitals, so it's about as for away

5

as you can get from this.

In fact, I work for a healthcare company that supplies

6

I recently visited the launch site in Boca Chica

7

and want to share my observations and bring some common man

8

perspective to the impact of the SpaceX facility.

9

private pilot so I flew in on a very small plane, but I was

I'm a

10

able to take some photographs as I flew into Brownsville by way

11

of Boca Chica, and I have sent those in, which I'd like to get

12

added somehow as part of my comments.

13

e-mail, along with my comments.

14

I sent those in an

But the thing that struck me was the vastness of

15

the wetlands and the minuscule presence of SpaceX's two

16

facilities there, and looking at the application, even filling

17

in the areas that they presently aren't using, it -- it just

18

struck me at how small a geographical impact their facilities

19

and their proposed facilities have on the vast expanse of

20

wetlands.

21

I appreciate the folks that are concerned about

22

the wildlife, but I'm going to point to Cape Kennedy and Cape

23

Canaveral who have got 60 years of experience, and having been

24

there a good number of times, there are nests of bald eagles

25

that have been there for over 50 years, a -- a great deal of
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1

other wildlife, including a lot of alligators that don't seem

2

to mind the occasional noise.

3

five different launch companies and much more activity.

4

And there you've got at least

In terms of wildlife, again, there's -- there's

5

enough area where the wildlife can move if indeed it's bothered

6

by the minimal activity that's there.

7

it's been mentioned SpaceX has actually helped during

8

snowmageddon, as we call it down here, by supplying backup

9

power to facilities where they helped also in rescuing I think

In addition, there's --

10

the press articles were over 4500 sea turtles.

11

Google.

I've made references in my written remarks.

12

I'd like to see you to --

13

MS. PIGGOTT:

14

MR. FOSTER:

15

Those you can

Thirty seconds.
-- urge you -- urge the FAA to

approve the request by SpaceX.

16

And I would urge the folks that are very

17

concerned about the wildlife to take a look at the pictures

18

that I sent in.

19

facilities will impact.

It's -- it's just amazing how little SpaceX'S
Thank you.

20

MS. PIGGOTT:

21

Our next speaker is Ellen Tyma.

22

I'm going to

ask you to unmute.

23

MS. TYMA:

24

MS. PIGGOTT:

25

Thank you for your comments.

Hi.

Can you hear me?
Yes, go ahead.

You have three

minutes.
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1

MS. TYMA:

Okay, I've sent several letters and

2

all of them are against the SpaceX.

I live here 12 miles from

3

the site.

4

endangered my life and my husband's life.

I'm going to go through a few things that have

5

No. 1, we are denied access to our home during

6

launches, space activity, whatever they decide to call it.

We

7

are 12 miles away, which is further than Port Isabel or South

8

Padre.

9

road so what do they do, they cut my power.

SpaceX decides they're going to move equipment down the
I have no

10

Internet, I have no phone.

11

am also -- have mutual -- have many hip implants and am

12

disabled, so if an emergency occurs, I have no way of

13

contacting emergency services because we have no Internet

14

there, no cell phone.

15

My husband is 79 and diabetic.

I

There is -- there's nothing out here.

The deputies and constables harass us while

16

trying to get help but meanwhile give a pass to all the cement

17

trucks and contractors.

18

day, 7 days a week, 365 traffic on Boca Chica Highway or

19

Highway 4 has become a slaughter zone and is very dangerous for

20

people driving.

21

the S curves on the refuge portion of the highway and then pass

22

on that same S curve with a cement truck coming.

23

enforcement doesn't do enough.

24

about four or five hours but then it's right back to SpaceX

25

Highway.

That's inexcusable.

The 24 hours a

I've actually had a Tesla tailgate me through

Law

They come out, it stops for
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1

The number of animals that are slaughtered on

2

the road everyday by this excessive traffic is inexcusable.

3

Caracaras, buzzards, and other birds of prey fall victim

4

because they're feeding on the carrion.

5

since 2002, I used to be -- regulary see ocelots and

6

jaguarundi, but since 2018 --

7

MS. PIGGOTT:

8

MS. TYMA:

9

Since we've been here

Thirty seconds.

Since 2018 we haven't seen anything.

Nobody said anything about the LNG plant they're going to

10

put right on the refuge and state lie ins, nor is there any

11

addressment of the ICBMs that they're going to be launching and

12

impacting Mexico, my neighbor.

13

The people that come out leave feces and garbage

14

on the refuge because they want a front-row seat to this

15

monstrosity.

16

MS. PIGGOTT:

That's three minutes.

17

MS. TYMA:

18

MS. PIGGOTT:

19

Our next three speakers are Mark Proctor, John

20

Nahay and Srirami Reddy, none of which I'm seeing on the Zoom

21

this evening.

22

send me a chat message so I can identify you.

Thank you.
Thank you for your comments.

If you are on under a different name, please

23

Moving on, our next five speakers I've place

24

into the chat:

Alex Munoz; Kate Leone; Charlie Cox, who I

25

believe we've already heard from; NPR VTP; and David Packouz.
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1

Alex Munoz.

I see a few Alexes on.

If one of

2

you is Alex Munoz, M-U-N-O-Z, please raise your hand so I can

3

identify you.

4

(No audible or visible response.)

5

MS. PIGGOTT:

Kate Leon, I am not seeing on the

6

Zoom this evening.

7

Packouz, P-A-C-K-O-U-Z, I'm also not seeing on the Zoom.

8

you're on, please raise your hand so I can identify you.

9

NPR VTP, I'm not seeing on.

And David

(No audible or visible response.)

10

MS. PIGGOTT:

Okay.

Our next five speakers I'm

11

going to place into the chat:

12

David King, Pearl Smith, and Kenneth Due.

13

Timothy Jarvis, Mary Jarvis,

Okay, Timothy or Mary Jarvis, I'm not sure which

14

one this is.

15

to state your full name for the record.

I'm going to ask you to unmute.

Please be sure

16

(No audible or visible response.)

17

MS. PIGGOTT:

18

MR. JARVIS:

20

MS. PIGGOTT:

22

Timothy Jarvis, I'm going to ask

you to unmute.

19

21

If

Do we have voice connection?
There you go.

Go ahead, you have

three minutes.
MR. JARVIS:

Okay, this is Timothy Jarvis,

23

Ph.D., scientist, and I'll be speaking for my wife also, Mary

24

Jarvis, Ph.D., scientist.

25

First on our agenda is the fact that we have
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1

provided comments (audio echoing).

2

Shut yours off.

We have provided comments twice before on the

3

SpiceX (sic) site, once on 21st of January, 2021; again on the

4

18th of April, 2021.

5

those comments, nor have we received resolution to those

6

comments.

7

comment and addressing of those comments in a professional

8

manner is a cornerstone of NEPA.

9

new low water mark in the competence of dealing with NEPA by

We have received no acknowledgment of

Therefore, this -- as you can understand, public

Therefore, it's -- defines a

10

FAA.

Given that, I think when you work on this Programmatic EA

11

shouldn't be immediately halted as should any work at the

12

SpaceX site until these comments are acknowledged and addressed

13

to the satisfaction of the authors.

14

Moving on, No. 2, in the Programmatic EA they

15

have used in Section 3.15.4.3 the words "sparsely populated

16

area" to justify higher risk from their operation.

17

total exception to this because the Constitution of the United

18

States, nor our legal system, either one, define our rights by

19

population density.

20

same protection as if you were placing this thing in downtown

21

Boston.

22

the Constitution of the United States or our legal system.

23

This alone justifies --

I must take

If -- one person out there should have the

This underscores the FAA's lack of understanding of

24

MS. PIGGOTT:

25

MR. JARVIS:

Thirty seconds.
-- the whole operation.
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1

Moving on, No. 3, they often refer to the FONSI

2

of the SpaceX 2014 EIS.

We have tried for seven years to find

3

a copy of this, either in paper form or electronic.

4

say there have been more sightings of Big Foot than there have

5

been sightings of this EIS.

6

MS. PIGGOTT:

7

MR. JARVIS:

8

MS. PIGGOTT:

9

MR. JARVIS:

It is not -Time.
-- in any way -That's three minutes.
Thank you.

10

MS. PIGGOTT:

11

Okay, our next speaker is David King.

12

MR. KING:

14

MS. PIGGOTT:

16

Thank you for your comments.

I'm going to ask you to unmute.

13

15

And I must

David,

David King.

Hello.
Yep, go ahead.

You have three

minutes.
MR. KING:

Okay.

I believe that the SpaceX

17

program is a wonderful program.

18

United States' dependency to go into the International Space

19

Station and not rely our adversaries, such as Russia, for that

20

dependency, and has solidified our ability to act on our own

21

accord in terms of using our own space technology to have

22

access to space and even bring people up there.

23

It has definitely allowed the

In terms of the environment, I think it's

24

essential that SpaceX continues to rapidly test these products

25

as it has shown very little environmental -- environmental
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1

impacts in the area in terms of the fish.

2

seem like there's substantial evidence that proves that it has

3

bombarded the environment in very catastrophic ways, so I think

4

the FAA should continue to allow it to pursue these goals at

5

the pace that it is pursuing it.

6

In addition (inaudible) --

7

MS. PIGGOTT:

8

you're still speaking, we can't hear you.

9
10

MR. KING:

I mean, it don't

David, are you still there?

If

-- (audio distortion) national

security, I think SpaceX as an asset, a company to -- hello?

11

MS. PIGGOTT:

12

MR. KING:

13

MS. PIGGOTT:

14

MR. KING:

Yes, go ahead.

Can you hear me?
Yes, we can hear you.

Okay.

So I don't know what you --

15

what you didn't hear, but the last aspect that I want to

16

consider is the national security aspect, for them to allow us

17

to have access in space or to space I think is good.

18

cause the way I consider it is if our adversaries were to, I

19

don't know, nuke us or something, we can forget about the

20

wildlife and everything else in the surrounding area.

21

think it's essential that this program is continuing to develop

22

at the pace that it is.

23

That's all I have to say.

24

MS. PIGGOTT:

25

next speaker is Pearl Smith.

I mean,

So, I

Thank you for your comments.

Our

Pearl, I'm going to ask you to
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1

unmute.

2

MS. SMITH:

3

MS. PIGGOTT:

4

Can you hear me?
Yes, go ahead.

You have three

minutes.

5

MS. SMITH:

Thank you.

I just want to thank

6

SpaceX tonight and I also want to thank the FAA for all that

7

you guys are doing here.

8

multiplanetary, so I'm going to read you a scripture out of the

9

Bible.

Our goal here is to become

It says -- and this was from Genesis.

10

It says the fourth day of eternity in God's

11

creation, God said, "Let there be lights in the dome of the

12

sky.

13

lights to mark the seasons, the days, the years, and he wanted

14

the lights to illuminate the Earth.

15

light to govern the day and one lesser light to govern the

16

night."

17

He separated the day from the night.

He wanted the

He also made one greater

How can we see what lights are in the sky or

18

what are beyond the lights of the fourth day of creation if we

19

don't allow SpaceX to go into outer space?

20

bring this to everyone's attention that we are not created for

21

the Earth, the Earth is created for us human beings.

22

why we were created on the sixth day and dominion was given to

23

us over the entire Earth.

24

thinks that this is a monstrosity and because of buzzards being

25

killed in the streets, those buzzards are going to be killed

So, I just want to

That's

And for everyone coming out who

Hill & Romero Certified Court Reporters
hillandromero.com

73

1

regardless of what vehicles are on the streets, so it doesn't

2

matter if it's the traffic that's for SpaceX or not.

3

Another thing to consider is when you're giving

4

time frames of your Internet not working, your phone not

5

working, please state the time frame there so that we can know,

6

like, is it just a couple of seconds, is it just a couple of

7

minutes, versus is it hours?

8

when you're stating that you're having an issue, you know, in

9

Texas.

10

You know, so please be specific

And I'm looking forward to us becoming

11

multiplanetary.

12

Thank you for all that you do.

13

Thank you, Elon Musk.

MS. PIGGOTT:

God bless.

Thank you for your comments.

14

Okay, our next speaker is Kenneth Due.

15

you to unmute.

16

MR. DUE:

Hi.

Thank you, SpaceX.

Ken, I'm going to ask

Thank you.

My name is Ken Due.

17

I'm a long-time resident of South Padre Island, and it's been

18

with great alarm to have watched evolution of the SpaceX launch

19

facilities and rocket operations based at Boca Chica, Texas.

20

These operations are conducted less than one mile from a beach

21

where endangered sea turtles nest.

22

of the Las Palomas Wildlife Management Unit next to the Laguna

23

Madre Bay, next to the Rio Grande Valley National Wildlife

24

Refuge, Boca Chica State Park, Brazos Island State Park, and

25

only a short distance from the Laguna Atascosa National

It's also adjacent to part
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1

Wildlife Refuge, and the Padre National -- Padre Island

2

National Seashore, which is the longest stretch of undeveloped

3

barrier island on Earth.

4

The SpaceX facility is literally in the middle

5

of land and waters protected by the State of Texas and the

6

United States Federal Government for the biodiversity and

7

habitats.

8

and some are critically endangered.

9

potentially impacted by these operations, not just including

Some of the flora and fauna are unique to the area
The number of species

10

the launches, is innumerable.

11

imagine an environmentally more sensitive area conduct -- to

12

conduct such operations.

13

It would be nearly impossible to

I personally witnessed three SpaceX launches

14

from South Padre Island several miles away (barking in

15

background) and can report that the noise was so loud (barking

16

in background) it could be felt in my chest.

17

wildlife such as endangered nesting turtles and birds and other

18

marine and terrestrial life could be impacted by 20 or more

19

launches per year and ongoing destructions for operations.

20

It is unknown how

To those who mention things like, well, they can

21

build another road to the beach (continuous barking in

22

background), they're -- they're obviously not familiar with

23

the -- with the geography of the area.

24

impossible to build another road to access Boca Chica Beach due

25

to the -- to the Rio Grande River and the Mexican border.

It's -- it will be
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1

Another -- another point I'd like to make is

2

that in Texas, our access to the beach is protected under the

3

Constitution.

4

access to the beaches and it's meant to be unfettered.

5

can't close -- you're not allowed to close, you know, roads and

6

restrict people's access to beaches, you know, 20 or 30 or 50

7

times a year.

The State -- the State of Texas protects our
You

8

So I urge the FAA and the Environmental

9

Protection Agency to halt further launch operations or

10

development at Boca Chica.

They're looking at -- at

11

environmental devastation potentially on a vast scale there as

12

they continue to build out more and more operations.

13

talk about really the largest heavy lift air -- heavy lift

14

rocket to ever be developed by man and, you know, anybody who

15

lives in the area --

16

MS. PIGGOTT:

17

MR. DUE:

We'll

Thirty seconds.

-- will understand the environmental

18

impact is -- is massive.

There are many other places where

19

these operations can be conducted that are not environmentally

20

insensitive.

21

Thank you very much.

22

MS. PIGGOTT:

Okay, folks, the next five

23

speakers are Aleksandr Korshunov, Renaud Janson, Robert Nixon,

24

Jose Davila, and Stuart Diamond, and I posted those five names

25

in the chat.

The only one I'm seeing on the Zoom this evening
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1

is Stuart Diamond.

2

Stuart, I'm going to ask you to unmute.

3

MR. DIAMOND:

Can you hear me, ma'am?

4

MS. PIGGOTT:

Yes, go ahead.

MR. DIAMOND:

Okay, thank you.

5

You have three

minutes.

6

My name is

7

Stuart Diamond.

I'm actually speaking in a private capacity.

8

At this point I'm a resident of South Padre Island.

9

that a full environmental impact statement should be

I believe

10

necessitated.

11

Musk and SpaceX are doing or planning -- and planning to do.

12

The original EIS did not contemplate what Elon

A major concern of mine is beach closures.

If

13

they're allowed 500 hours of beach closures, that equal to 20

14

dates a year.

15

closure a full day so it multiplied by numerous days.

16

20 days is far exceeded.

17

and as I said, if it's 8 hours a day, that's 100 days according

18

to SpaceX.

19

Now, SpaceX doesn't consider an eight-hour beach
So the

800 hours is equal to over a month,

I'm concerned about the environmental and

20

endangered species damage, the desalinization (sic) plant, the

21

natural gas plant, the LNG plant.

22

consequences on the environment.

23

These are all -- have major

Now, as a property owner, my house is my largest

24

investment and basically my retirement.

25

insurance agent.

I contacted my

I have windstorm, I have flood, everything
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1

that we need for a hurricane.

2

by any damage from SpaceX.

3

hit my house, I was not covered.

4

if hotels' windows get blown out, if there's structural damage,

5

the FAA says it's not their responsibility, it's the

6

responsibility of SpaceX, but it doesn't say that SpaceX will

7

pay or be responsible for making everybody whole.

8
9

I asked her if we were covered

She informed me that unless debris
If my windows get blown out,

This could also cause a total economic shutdown
of South Padre Island, which is a tourist resort.

If the

10

windows at the major hotels get blown out, with the supply

11

problems that we're having in the United States right now and

12

worldwide, they're months backlogged on getting windows.

13

The footprint of SpaceX has increased incredibly over

14

the past six months and I wonder if it's all been permitted.

15

It can be bigger than the Saturn V Rocket.

16

SpaceX needs to play by the rules.

I believe that

One of the last --

17

MS. PIGGOTT:

Thirty seconds.

18

MR. DIAMOND:

-- one of the last explosions -- I

19

live approximately eight miles from the launch site.

The last

20

explosion, debris fell at my house.

21

at my house, and it fell another two-and-a-half miles up the

22

Island.

23

environmental and structural damage necessitates a full EIS.

It was insulation, it fell

I believe that the massive scale and potential

24

Thank you.

25

MS. PIGGOTT:

Thank you for your comments.

Hill & Romero Certified Court Reporters
hillandromero.com

78

1

Okay, folks, I've pasted the names of the next

2

five speakers on the preregistration list into the chat:

3

Nicoleta Busoiu, Mykola Donyev, Keith Stormo, Mary Elizabeth

4

Hollmann, and Ren Mcree.

5
6

Elena, I see you on.

I'm going to ask you to

unmute.

7

MS. NICOLETA:

8

MS. PIGGOTT:

9

Elena

Hello?
Yes, go ahead.

You have three

minutes.

10

MS. NICOLETA:

Okay, thank you very much.

11

My name is Elena Nicoleta Busoiu, and I'm

12

speaking on my -- on my own tonight.

13

voice in favor for SpaceX and the Super Heavy -- Super Heavy

14

mission because I think this is just the beginning and we need

15

to investigate what we need -- we need to have more data and

16

investigation is also -- and will be forever the path that we

17

need to -- to walk in.

18

I would like to raise my

There are a lot of things that we still have to

19

discover, and if we do not investigate, if these requests for

20

SpaceX is not approved, we are not going to discover those

21

ways.

22

appeared, we have experimented a lot of advance, and not just

23

that, we have experimented happiness and have learned a lot

24

with them.

25

to feel one with this story.

I think things -- during all these 19 years since SpaceX

I think and I feel with all my heart that we need
We still -- we need, and actually
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1

it was a logical step in our history as a humanity, to go to

2

space and make life multiplanetary.

3

I really love what SpaceX and Elon Musk are

4

doing and I'm on for this project and I would like to ask you

5

to please approve SpaceX's request and any request that they

6

have because this is just the beginning.

7

world that the impossible becomes possible and there is a

8

brilliant and a beautiful future by their side.

9

to have this request approved for them.

SpaceX has shown the

I would like

10

Thank you very much and have a beautiful night.

11

MS. PIGGOTT:

12

Our next speaker is Keith Stormo.

13

Thank you for your comments.
I'm going to

ask you to unmute, Keith.

14

MR. STORMO:

Hello, my name is Keith Stormo, and

15

I am an individual and I'd like to give my whole-hearted

16

recommendation for the FAA and to determine a nonsignificance

17

so that there is no need for a complete Environmental Impact

18

Statement.

19

on the Falcon Heavy, which is a liquid oxygen, kerosene rocket.

20

And the Starship and the booster are both powered by liquid

21

oxygen and methane, and with methane being a --

22

that evaporating chemical, it would be -- it would be much less

23

of an environmental hazard.

24

methane would dissipate, where the kerosene would -- would be

25

remaining a liquid and land on the -- the ground, the ocean,

The 2014 Environmental Impact Statement was based

If there were an accident, the

Hill & Romero Certified Court Reporters
hillandromero.com

80

1

and all the surrounding area, leaving a much higher and more

2

hazardous environmental impact statement.

3

So, since the 2014 was approved for the Falcon

4

Heavy, the additional risk is -- is much less for this current

5

impact statement, this Draft PEA.

6

Keep in mind that a risk-based approach, it does

7

matter what the population density is.

If the population

8

density is much less, then from a risk-based approach, there is

9

less risk if there's less population in the area of where the

10

event has occurred.

11

heading out over the -- the ocean, there -- there will be very

12

little risk to the people that are to the west or to the north,

13

and that has been addressed in this Draft PEA.

14
15

With it being very near the coastline and

So, again, I would recommend a determination of
nonsignificance or this Draft PEA be approved.

16

MS. PIGGOTT:

17

Our next is Mary Hollmann.

18

MS. HOLLMANN:

20

MS. PIGGOTT:

21

MS. HOLLMANN:
sorry.

25

Mary, I'm going to

How?
Mary, we can hear you.
Oh, okay.

You can hear me, I'm

I don't know how this works.

23
24

Thank you for your comments.

ask you to unmute.

19

22

Thank you.

MS. PIGGOTT:

No worries, you have three

MS. HOLLMAN:

Okay.

minutes.
My name is Mary Elizabeth
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1

Hollmann.

2

to Boca Chica Beach with my family, as I do to South Padre

3

Island, also.

4

could be too negative not to carefully analyze the -- and

5

mitigate the risk.

6

environmental and negative social impacts are very real.

7

Because of this, I'm asking the FFA -- FAA to conduct a full

8

Environmental Impact Statement that includes a launch failure

9

analysis instead of the Programmatic Environmental Assessment

10

I'm a long-time resident of Brownsville.

I go out

The SpaceX rockets are too big and the impacts

The potential for a launch failure and the

that is now being considered.

11

Thank you very much for taking my comment.

12

MS. PIGGOTT:

13

Our next speaker is Ren Mcree.

14

Ren, I'm going

to ask you to unmute.

15

MR. MCREE:

16

MS. PIGGOTT:

17

Thank you for your comments.

Hello, can you hear me?
Yes, go ahead.

You have three

minutes.

18

MR. MCREE:

Hello, this is Ren Mcree.

I'm

19

speaking as an individual from Alabama, so I'm not a part of

20

the Brownsville area.

21

M-C-R-E-E.

22

You can spell my name by R-E-N

I am in full support of granting SpaceX the

23

launch license in question here.

However, due to two main

24

items mentioned in the Draft PEA I have concern.

25

more requirements be added to SpaceX, first, on the emissions
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1

related to the proposed natural gas power plant; and second,

2

the natural gas liquification plant.

3

The estimates given are lower than reasonable

4

for equipment of this size.

5

protected wetlands, emissions, preparations in place of --

6

there needs to be preparations in place, particularly if an

7

accident were to occur while operating these facilities to

8

prevent spills of petroleum byproducts into the wetlands.

9

Thank you.

Also, due to the proximity to

This concludes my statement.

10

MS. PIGGOTT:

Thank you for your comments.

11

Okay, folks, our next five speakers -- actually

12

going to put the next seven.

13

have on our preregistration list, which are Eric Hound, Stephen

14

Crye, William Stewart, Mokihana Berry, Josette Cruz, Kenneth

15

Teague and Mary Branch.

16
17

Eric, I see you on the Zoom.

I'm going to ask

you to unmute.

18

MR. HOUND:

19

MS. PIGGOTT:

20

These are the last seven that I

Hi.

Can you hear me?

Yes, go ahead.

You have three

minutes.

21

MR. HOUND:

Hi.

My name is Eric.

I've been

22

paying particularly close attention to this project for the

23

past few weeks.

24

have a background in environmental engineering and risk

25

assessment process safety.

I've been writing about it quite a bit, and I

I've been at it for over a decade.
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1

I've worked for oil and gas companies, I've worked for

2

pipelines, and I just wanted to make the comment that I have

3

never in my career seen such a sloppy document that is full of

4

absolutely misleading, inaccurate, intentionally obfuscated

5

information in it.

6

I'm -- I'm actually aghast that this document

7

was even passed by the FAA.

The fact that a private contractor

8

hired by FAA allowed 11 employees from that company, that is

9

ICF, that icon you see in the background, that is a

10

publicly-traded company.

11

looked the other way while 11 of their employees signed off on

12

a fraudulent document.

13

Their management has now for weeks

Everyone who has looked at or reported this has

14

been gas lighted by SpaceX and FAA into believing that this was

15

some sort of given.

16

that was the -- the stated reason for it, but if you look at

17

the document itself, this is a large oil and gas operation, it

18

is a utility power plant, including a 250-megawatt power plant,

19

which is, definitionally, a major source of pollution under the

20

PSD regulations of the Clean Air Act Amendments of 1977.

21

This project was not about the rockets,

It is one of the first source types that EPA

22

pointed out as a item of concern, and of note, you will note

23

that PCEQ, nor EPA were contacted during this PEA development.

24

There are unbelievable amounts of errors, missteps,

25

miscalculations.

Equipment is named things that are not
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1

industry standard, which is in violation of the plain language

2

requirements of NEPA.

3
4

There is -- this is a gas plant, this is a
gas-processing plant, this is an LNG unit, and there's a --

5

MS. PIGGOTT:

6

MR. HOUND:

Thirty seconds.
-- there's going to be pipeline that

7

will be needed that is not mentioned.

8

let off intentionally.

9

reviewed it, they all know this.

10

All of this stuff was

ICF, the company, these people who
FAA management knows this and

they want it to happen anyway.

11

So, everyone listening to this, you have been --

12

you've watched a oil and gas development from drilling,

13

fracking, production, pipeline, refining, and now combustion in

14

a utility-size power plant that has been --

15

MS. PIGGOTT:

16

MR. HOUND:

17

That's three minutes.
It is un- -- it is unreal, and

this -- this -- ICF needs to resign from the project and --

18

MS. PIGGOTT:

19

Ladies and gentlemen, our next speaker is

20

Stephen Crye.

21
22

Stephen, I'm going to ask you to unmute.
MR. CRYE:

65.

Thank you for your comments.

Hello.

My name is Stephen Crye.

I'm

I've lived in Texas since 1975, and I represent myself.

23

I understand the many concerns surrounding

24

SpaceX operations at Boca Chica and I don't want to lightly

25

dismiss them.

I'm an outdoorsman, I'm a mountaineer, a beach
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1

lover, I love wildlife photography, I'm a Texas history buff.

2

Property rights are our most important right but

3

I'm convinced that SpaceX can manage these problems associated

4

with their operations at Boca Chica.

5

any expense to make this safe for people and wildlife.

6

bring to bear the best minds and technology available, and I

7

know some people doubt it, but he's got the money for it, he'll

8

make people whole if their property is damaged.

9

Mr. Musk will not spare
He'll

SpaceX operations can and will co-exist with the

10

area wildlife, with the residents and historical sites.

11

Remember, wildlife and people are resilient.

12

SpaceX operations already benefit the local

13

economy.

14

know if y'all saw the school buses that came out with all the

15

grateful kids and teachers this week.

16

beautiful, beloved home.

17

love, my first love, but we all know the universe is a

18

dangerous place.

19

one Carrington-Class solar event away from collapse.

20

It inspires children to pursue STEM careers; I don't

The Earth is our

It's always going to be our first

Civilization is only one astroid impact or

You know, let's put those dangers aside, they're

21

probably not going to happen soon, but who hasn't dreamed of

22

traveling to other worlds and beyond?

23

represents the next highly-sustainable step in humankind's

24

grandest adventure, so let's all do what we can to make this

25

dream a reality.

What SpaceX is doing

Thanks.
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1

MS. PIGGOTT:

2

Our next speaker is Josette Cruz.

3

I'm going to

ask you to unmute.

4

MS. CRUZ:

5

MS. PIGGOTT:

6

Thank you for your comments.

Okay.

Can I start or --

Yes, go ahead.

You have three

minutes.

7

MS. CRUZ:

Okay.

My name is Josette Hinojosa

8

Cruz, and I am a member of the Carrizo/Comecrudo Tribe of Texas

9

and the South Texas Environmental Justice Network.

10

FYI, this project was built on our land, and

11

just as there has been massive opposition to projects like the

12

liquid frack gas facilities, such as Annova LNG, Rio Grande LNG

13

and Texas LNG and its need for pipelines, there has still been

14

and there is both opposition from the Tribe and the South Texas

15

Environmental Justice Network, as well as other organizations

16

that were mentioned before.

17

They have also opposed the Valley Crossing

18

Pipeline, which would pose the same risk as that flaming hole

19

that we all saw happen in the Gulf.

20

acts of God, they are the failures of man-made technology, deal

21

with it.

22

By the way, these are not

SpaceX is the same story as to when big

23

agriculture colonized the region and left behind pesticides on

24

the land.

25

land, and as you guys presented today, you will continue to

SpaceX has already plowed over and destroyed natural
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1

fill in wetlands, which will continue to destroy our natural

2

habitats here.

3

I have traveled the world, and guess what, there

4

is no place like home, y'all, so, yeah.

5

that we are the last place along the Texas coast that has not

6

been completely industrialized, or as I like to say, colonized.

7

Anyways, it is a fact

I don't have to echo anymore of what others who

8

have spoken before me in opposition have stated.

Only a

9

megalomaniac with deeply-rooted colonization ideology would

10

have so many people believe that, you know, in -- in a

11

fear-based faith, one that would -- would have people quoting

12

the Bible saying that we need to leave this planet when we are

13

stewards of this -- we are stewards to creation, okay?

14

If this -- this is disgusting, this is a

15

disgusting display of power.

16

give a shit what anybody else here has to say and has to defend

17

him.

18

.colonization, this is 500 years of our people being bullied

19

and pushed into genocide.

20

global south, many people, indigenous leaders are dying at our

21

expense because everybody else across the globe wants to be

22

comfortable and wants to provide this fracked gas and wants to

23

take advantage of it or use it and -- and take out and -- and

24

draw the dead from the ground.

25

He is a megalomaniac.

I'm sorry, this has to end.

I don't

This is 500 years of

And this is further -- and in the

You can't -- water is life, air is life, it is
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1

alive.

What you are taking out and pumping out of the ground

2

is dead, it is fossil fuels.

3

MS. PIGGOTT:

4

MS. CRUZ:

It is contributing further -Thirty seconds.

-- to our climate destruction, and

5

that is what this project is doing and this is why I oppose it,

6

and this is why we need a full and complete and comprehensive

7

environmental impact study statement, and that's what needs to

8

be done.

9

And I oppose this, and thank you for your time.

10

MS. PIGGOTT:

11

Our next speaker is Ken Teague.

12

MR. TEAGUE:

14

MS. PIGGOTT:

16

Ken, I'm going

to ask you to unmute.

13

15

Thank you for your comments.

Can you hear me?
Yes, go ahead.

You have three

minutes.
MR. TEAGUE:

All right.

Here we go.

I'm a

17

retired coastal scientist and a columnist with 40 years of

18

experience, mostly in Texas and Louisiana.

19

wetland scientist and a certified senior ecologist.

20

commenting as a knowledgeable and confirmed scientist and a

21

citizen of the U.S. and of the State of Texas and as a fifth

22

generation native Tex- -- Texan.

23

interest whatsoever in commenting on this.

24
25

I'm a certified
I'm

I have no conflict of

Unlike many others, the assertion that Cape
Canaveral was more environmentally sensitive than Boca Chica is
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1

ridiculous.

There's a long list of threatened, endangered

2

species that occur at Boca Chica, including ocelot, jaguarundi,

3

piping plover, aplomado falcon, and several sea turtle species.

4

Not to -- at Cape -- Cape Canaveral SpaceX could not get away

5

with its unlawful abuses of power affecting local users and the

6

local community that they have at Boca Chica.

7

Canaveral, it's one of the most unique and productive coastal

8

habitats in -- in the United States.

9

isolated until SpaceX showed up.

10

It is not Cape

It's -- it was extremely

How SpaceX got authorized permitting to set up

11

its initial operations in that particular location is beyond

12

me.

13

allowed to locate there, and it certainly should not be allowed

14

to expand.

15

doing there, it has much grander plans than it has ever

16

disclosed.

17

-- or recommend that FAA make sure that it checks that it is in

18

fact U.S. policy, an FAA policy to colonize Mars and the Moon.

19

That's imbedded in the purpose and needs statement of this EA.

20

It's pretty ridiculous to me.

21

trying to promote the creation of the idea that this is U.S.

22

policy.

23

environmental impacts.

It (audio distortion) outrageous that SpaceX was ever

SpaceX was not honest with us about what it was

Purpose and need of the FEA, I'd like to add that

The proposed action will have significant

24
25

It sounds like SpaceX maybe is

So this Draft PEA does not meet the
requirements.

If the FAA does not produce an EIS, the agency
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should be sued for administrative relief.

2

its assertions that impacts --

3

MS. PIGGOTT:

4

MR. TEAGUE:

If FAA persists in

Thirty seconds.
-- are not significant cause they

5

will be mitigated, then the -- the FAA must identify, describe

6

and formally commit to the specific litigation proposed to

7

avoid having significant impact.

8

law.

This is a matter of NEPA case

Ignore it at your own peril.

9

I'll stop there.

I got lots more.

This is a

10

terrible project, horrible.

11

MS. PIGGOTT:

12

Our next five speakers are Frank Paynter, Alex

Thank you for your comments

13

Munoz, Richard Barnard, Heulyn Gamble, and Emma Guevara.

14

Frank, I'm going to ask you to unmute.

15

MR. PAYNTER:

Okay.

16

MS. PIGGOTT:

Yep, go ahead.

MR. PAYNTER:

Thank you.

17
18

Hear me okay?
You have three

minutes.
Thank you for allowing

19

me to comment today.

My name is Frank Paynter.

I earned -- I

20

hold -- earned master and doctorate degrees in electromagnetic

21

theory, and I worked as a research scientist at the Ohio State

22

University before retiring in 2010.

23

Florida, I had the unique experience -- experience of watching

24

Army tanks drive south on 1 -- A1A during the Cuban Missile

25

Crisis and watching Saturn V rockets lift off from Cape

Having grown up in
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Canaveral toward the last successful moon shots.

2

ensuing decades, I have watched our nation turn away from

3

booming space exploration in favor of amorphous social

4

programs.

5

In the

With respect to the proposed FAA environmental

6

assessment, I would like to make two points.

First, I would

7

like to note that Cape Canaveral has existed as a space launch

8

site since 1949 and that more than 70 years of space flight

9

operations to date, there have been no major environmental

10

disruptions.

11

facilities and local environments can co-exist peacefully,

12

especially since the Cape Canaveral environments are much more

13

heavily populated than the Boca Chica site.

14

Surely this gives ample evidence that launch

Secondly, I would like to point out that

15

humanity is now in a much more important race than the race --

16

than the space race of my generation.

17

as a species, although highly unlikely on a year-to-year basis,

18

the probability of a humanity ending -- ending astroid strike

19

at some unknowable point in the future is 100 percent certain.

20

The only possible defense against a planet killer asteroid

21

strike is to have a robust, deep space travel capability,

22

exactly the capability being developed right now at Boca Chica.

23

It would be the height of irony if an adverse environmental

24

assessment ruling instead intended to prevent low probability

25

wildlife extinctions at Boca Chica instead contributed

The race for existence
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materially to the distinction of the entire human species,

2

along with all those other species we thought we were

3

protecting.

4

Moreover, if we were a multiplanetary species

5

when that happens, and it will, then even if we aren't able to

6

avert the catastrophe, we can be -- bring humanity and all

7

those other species back to life, back on Earth after a century

8

or so, surely a goal worth promoting.

9

Thank you for your time.

10

MS. PIGGOTT:

Thank you for your comments.

11

Okay, our next speaker is Alex Munoz.

Alex, if

12

you're on the call perhaps under a different name, please raise

13

your hand so I can identify you.

14

(No audible or visible response.)

15

MS. PIGGOTT:

16

Barnard.

Okay, our next speaker is Richard

Richard, I'm going to ask you to unmute.

17

(No audible or visible response.)

18

MS. PIGGOTT:

19

(No audible or visible response.)

20

MS. PIGGOTT:

21

Gamble.

Okay, our next speaker is Heulyn

Heulyn, I'm going to ask you to unmute.

22

MR. GAMBLE:

23

MS. PIGGOTT:

24

MR. GAMBLE:

25

Richard Barnard.

Hi, there.
Go ahead, you have three minutes.
Hi, thank you so much.

I first

want to pay my respect to the FAA for their oversight.
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1

pilot and flight instructor, I have tremendous respect for what

2

they do on a day-to-day basis.

3

comments supporting and opposing SpaceX and their Super

4

Heavy/Starship program, and while I -- I completely stand with

5

those who support the project, I also want to emphasize concern

6

for those who have legimite opposing views.

7

I've listened very closely to

I want to make one concern known to everyone

8

here.

SpaceX is currently in fierce competition with several

9

private companies who will do anything possible to delay

10

SpaceX, as they have a significant, technological lead on the

11

competition.

12

project today sound legitimate, one or two have stood out to me

13

as potentially having ulterior motives for wanting to delay the

14

project.

And while the majority of those opposing the

15

I will leave it there.

Thank you so much.

16

MS. PIGGOTT:

17

Okay, our next speaker is Emma Guevara, who I'm

Thank you for your comments.

18

not seeing on the Zoom; followed by Stephanie Taylor.

19

Stephanie, if would you, please, raise your hand so I can

20

identify you.

21

(No audible or visible response.)

22

MS. PIGGOTT:

23

(No audible or visible response.)

24

MS. PIGGOTT:

25

If --

Stephanie Taylor.

Okay.

Mitchell Maxie (ph. sp.),

I'm going to ask you to unmute.
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1

(No audible or visible response.)

2

MS. PIGGOTT:

3

MR. MAXIE:

4

MS. PIGGOTT:

5

Mitchell Maxie.
Yes, can you hear me?
Yes, go ahead.

You have three

minutes.

6

MR. MAXIE:

Yes, I would like to speak in favor

7

of SpaceX's operations for Super Heavy.

8

reiterate the -- the last person.

9

people, but a few callers back someone said that it would be

I also would like to

I mean, there's several

10

ironic that an environmental review like this would stop

11

something like Space -- SpaceX, a Super Heavy being implemented

12

here, and I'd like to share that sentiment as well.

13

You know, we have an opportunity to look beyond

14

the small environmental impact that is a few -- a few bangs and

15

a few booms, and we should look beyond to a bigger bang and a

16

bigger boom that might happen here on Earth.

17

planning ahead and making the idea possible for us to become a

18

multiplanet species is a huge concern and a valid concern and I

19

think we should actually instill ourselves to support these

20

efforts.

And I think

21

Yeah, thank you so much.

22

MS. PIGGOTT:

23

Okay, our next speaker is Kyle Denny.

Thank you for your comments.
Kyle, I'm

24

going to ask you to unmute, and I've posted the remaining

25

speakers in the chat box, which are Kyle Denny, Bill Wilson,
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Gail Alfar, and Nicholas Andritch.

2

Kyle, I'm going to ask you to unmute.

3

MR. DENNY:

4

MS. PIGGOTT:

5

Hello, can you hear me?
Yes, go ahead.

You have three

minutes.

6

MR. DENNY:

All righty.

Hello, my name is Kyle.

7

I have a degree in physics and astronomy.

Now, I'm not a

8

local, I'm representing myself, but I happen to have grown up

9

around Cape Canaveral, and I can speak to my experiences

10

growing up around space flight activities and can speak to the

11

impact that these can cause.

12

Now, the Saturn V, the Shuttle, and the Falcon

13

rockets all riled around the area, no significant environmental

14

impact despite being so loud that it can shake your chest,

15

excuse me.

16

sonic booms on reentry from 1984 to 2011.

17

impacts were caused to either wildlife or day-to-day life.

18

Additionally, Kennedy Space Center exists within a wildlife

19

refuge, one of the most well-maintaned wildlife refuges in the

20

State of Florida with an incredible range of protected

21

wildlife, including bald eagles and endangered sea turtles.

22

The Shuttle riled the entire state with similar
No significant

Fuel plants also exist at in Cape Canaveral to

23

store propellant, again, at minimal impact.

So long as SpaceX

24

takes similar measures as to what has been done at Kennedy

25

Space Center for 60 years, I have no doubt the environmental
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impacts will be similar, as Super Heavy is only slightly louder

2

despite being more powerful than the Saturn V or the Space

3

Shuttle, per the environmental impact reports.

4

capable of doing this and has expressed desire to do so.

5

Should SpaceX do this?

6

benefit to the environment when compared to the environmental

7

protection currently in place.

8
9
10

SpaceX is

I believe that this actually could be a

I believe the concerns made in this call are
valid.

However, they have been exacerbated to the point of

absurdity by a very vocal minority.

That's all I have.

11

MS. PIGGOTT:

12

Okay, our next speaker is Bill Wilson.

13

MR. WILSON:

15

MS. PIGGOTT:

Hello, can you hear me?
Yes, go ahead.

You have three

minutes.

17

MR. WILSON:

18

MS. PIGGOTT:

19

Hello, yes.

Can you hear me?

Yes, go ahead, Bill.

(No audible or visible response.)

21

MS. PIGGOTT:

22

(No audible or visible response.)

23

MS. PIGGOTT:

25

You have

three minutes.

20

24

Bill,

I'm going to ask you to unmute.

14

16

Thank you for your comments.

now can't hear you.

Bill Wilson, are you there?

Okay, Bill, if you're speaking we

I'm going to ask you to unmute again.

(No audible or visible response.)
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1

MS. PIGGOTT:

2

MR. WILSON:

3

Bill, are you there?
Yes.

FAA may be used --

4

MS. PIGGOTT:

Bill, Bill, this is the

5

facilitator, Jennifer Piggott.

6

and restart your comments.

7

MR. WILSON:

8

MS. PIGGOTT:

9

I'd like to reiterate, the

We couldn't hear you.

Go ahead

Oh, sorry.
Okay, go ahead.

You have three

minutes.

10

MR. WILSON:

I'm here to express my personal

11

opinion that the FAA should approve with all haste any --

12

any document that would help SpaceX build the Starship/Super

13

Heavy Launch System in Boca Chica Starbase area with a goal of

14

making humanity a multiplanetary species. Thank you.

15

MS. PIGGOTT:

16

Okay, our next speaker is Gail Alfar.

17

Thank you for your comments.

going to ask you to unmute.

18

(No audible or visible response.)

19

MS. PIGGOTT:

20

MS. ALFAR:

21
22
23
24
25

Gail, I'm

Gail, are you there?
Yeah, I'm just testing so you could

hear me.
MS. PIGGOTT:

There we go, we can hear you now.

You have three minutes.
MS. ALFAR:
very, very much.

Yes, I'm here.

I am a resident of Texas.

Okay, thank you
I have visited
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1

Boca Chica Starbase area about five, six times.

2

that SpaceX be allowed to proceed with -- with their -- with

3

their Super Heavy rocket and all other rockets in the future.

4

I feel (audio distortion) an inspiration to kids -- kids in the

5

Rio Grande Valley.

6

the (audio distortion) of Texas and for the entire United

7

States (audio distortion), I feel.

8
9

I'm advocating

It's an economic stimulus, of course, for

I feel like the area really needs (audio
distortion) someday becoming spacecraft that will make our

10

species, our human -- our human species needs to be

11

multiplanetary.

12

that it's happening in our Country but it's happening in my

13

State of Texas.

14

really, really proud of that it's actually happened in our

15

lifetimes.

16

This is an honor.

This is not only an honor

So I -- it's something that we should be

So I think that everyone listening, you know,

17

should listen to my passion.

18

know numerous kids.

19

in schools.

20

being enabled through this incredible company SpaceX, so I just

21

think everyone needs to give this company the max support that

22

they possibly can.

23

I have five kids of my own and I

I'm a registered nurse.

I work with kids

I see their eyes light up, and this is -- it's

I kind of want to take up the whole three

24

minutes, not to be greedy, but just (audio distortion) the

25

people that couldn't (audio distortion) have liked to have
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1

talked would want me to just kind of continue for the full

2

three minutes so I'm going to go on.

3

incredible place --

4

MS. PIGGOTT:

(Audio distortion)

Gail, Gail, this is the

5

facilitator, Jennifer Piggott.

6

hearing you, probably every third word --

7
8

MS. ALFAR:

We are having difficulty

(Audio distortion) was so inspiring

(audio distortion) --

9

MS. PIGGOTT:

Thirty seconds.

10

MS. ALFAR:

11

MS. PIGGOTT:

12

(No audible or visible response.)

13

MS. PIGGOTT:

14

you're talking, we can no longer hear you.

15

-- (Inaudible).
Gail, are you still there?

Gail, are you still there?

Okay, thank you for your comments.

16

next registered speaker is Andres Agustin Vallejos.

17

I'm going to ask you to unmute.

18

please.

19

MR. VALLEJOS:

20

MS. PIGGOTT:

21
22

If

Okay, our
Andres,

Can we restart the timer,

And can you hear me?
Yes, go ahead.

You have three

minutes.
MR. VALLEJOS:

Okay, thank you.

Hi, my name is

23

Augustin Vallejos.

I'm here to talk in favor of SpaceX and the

24

proposed action.

25

SpaceX inspired me to do that, and I think we need to separate

I'm studying systems engineering because
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1

the entire only thing on this planet of the multiplanetary

2

species thing.

3

We need to think that if a meteor come to Earth

4

and hit it, there will be the end of the humanity.

5

become a multiplanetary species, we will have opportunity for

6

humanity.

7

beautiful planet.

8

the impacts on the environment -- environment there.

9

If we can

I'm thinking also on this planet -- on this
SpaceXhave have amazing plans for mitigating

In summary, take care of the planet and become a

10

multiplanetary species must be the top interest for the

11

humanity.

Thank you so much and have a great night.

12

MS. PIGGOTT:

Thank you for your comments.

13

Okay, ladies and gentlemen, those are all the

14

speakers I have registered to provide an oral comment this

15

evening.

16

on those individuals to see if they want to make an oral

17

comment before we conclude tonight's meeting.

I see a couple of hands.

I'm going to quickly call

18

Jeffrey Kervin, I'm going to ask you to unmute.

19

(No audible or visible response.)

20

MS. PIGGOTT:

21

(No audible or visible response.)

22

MS. PIGGOTT:

23

Jeffrey Kervin.

Okay, thank you.

I see your note.

Pedro Vargas, I'm going to ask you to unmute.

24

MR. VARGAS:

25

MS. PIGGOTT:

Hi.

Hello, can you hear me?

Yes, go ahead.

You have three
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1

minutes.

2

MR. VARGAS:

Okay.

So, my name is Pedro Vargas

3

and I am an mechanical engineering student at the Federal

4

University of Rio De Janeiro located in Brazil.

5

to thank the FAA and SpaceX for allowing me to express my

6

opinion regarding the environmental assessment for the SpaceX

7

Starship/Super Heavy Launch Vehicle Program at the SpaceX Boca

8

Chica launch site.

I would like

9

I speak on behalf -- on behalf of myself only.

10

As an engineering -- as an engineering student and as a space

11

enthusiast, I think that the possibility of allowing

12

civilization to be a multiplanetary species is of the utmost

13

importance.

14

throughout the -- throughout the years many of the achievements

15

of SpaceX and its engineering team.

16

represent the best of ingenuity, bravery and dedication.

17

believe that this program will allow for SpaceX's mission to be

18

fulfilled.

I have followed -- followed and watched in awe

It is clear that they
I

19

I would like to ask the FAA to give this process

20

the due -- due diligence it deserves, as well as to do it in --

21

as well as to do it in the fastest and safest way possible.

22

urge the U.S. regulators to allow this endeavor to continue to

23

flourish and benefit humanity as a whole.

24

my full support for their -- for the SpaceX team in its

25

operations in Boca Chica.

I

Therefore, I express

I can't wait to watch Starship and
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1

Super Heavy to be launched from Boca Chica, Texas.

2

Thank you, FAA.

3

MS. PIGGOTT:

4

next speak is Emma Guevara.

5

MS. GUEVARA:

Hi. Can you hear me?

6

MS. PIGGOTT:

Yes, go ahead.

MS. GUEVARA:

Thank you so much.

7

Thank you for your comments.

Our

Emma, I'm going ask you to unmute.

You have three

minutes.

8
9

Thank you, SpaceX.

Emma Guevara.

My name is

I am a life-long resident of Brownsville, Texas.

10

I'm also a multigenerational resident of the Brownsville,

11

Texas.

12

I first off want to start by addressing how

13

absolutely disgusted I am by the audacity of all of these pro

14

SpaceX supporters spouting the exact same rhetoric spouted by a

15

billionaire with nothing but his own interests in mind so that

16

he can make more money off of his apartheid emeralds.

17

you?

18

How dare

How selfish is it to assume that there is

19

really no environmental impact and that we are all a bunch of

20

environmental extremists when you don't even live here, when

21

you visit here maybe once, when you've lived here for maybe two

22

years.

23

ridiculous.

24
25

I don't want to hear it, it's ridiculous.

It's

I also want to point out the fact that nobody
has really talked about the people when it comes down to this.
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1

We've see a lot about, like, "SpaceX is creating jobs and is

2

doing great for this community and the community loves it."

3

That is so far from the truth, so far from the truth, and none

4

of you could know that because you're not a part of this

5

community.

6

understand even an iota of what's going on here?

So how dare you come here and act like you

7

And this land, not only is it ancestral and

8

sacred, it does not belong to us, it belongs to the Carrizo/

9

Comecrudo Tribe first and foremost, who have not been -- who

10

have not discussed this at all with the FAA.

11

to discuss this, SpaceX refuses to discuss this, LNG refuses to

12

discuss this.

How much more indigenous erasure will you all be

13

complicit in?

You have been sold a lie by a billionaire, a

14

lie, and you're just repeating a billionaire's lies because you

15

think it's going to be cool to go to space?

16

Are you five?

17

The FAA refuses

How ridiculous.

This is not an episode of freaking Star Trek,

18

this is our lives, this is our home.

I can see the explosions

19

from the rockets from my window, and there is a huge

20

environmental impact.

21

explosion here, they could not clean up our beach, the beach

22

where I played as a child, the beach where my family has gone

23

fishing, the beach where thousands of people have used as a

24

place of recreation, as a place for food, because this is a

25

low-income community that is majority minority, which nobody

The last time that there was an
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1

has mentioned.

2

This is racial injustice, this is environmental

3

racism and you are trying to get to us leave our homes.

4

have already seen the impacts of --

5

MS. PIGGOTT:

Thirty seconds.

6

MS. PIGGOTT:

-- gentrification in our

We

7

communities.

I, myself, have seen my rent raised, and I

8

just -- I cannot believe the audacity some of you have, and you

9

need to take a good look at your lives and think about it

10

because this is ridiculous and you are disgusting neocolonizers

11

with not even a penny in this race.

12

with you.

13

This has nothing to do

Listen to directly-impacted voices.
The FAA needs to, at the very least, do an

14

environmental impact statement but, at the most, this entire

15

project should be canceled.

16

I cannot believe this.

17
18

MS. PIGGOTT:

I am disgusted and I am angry and

That's three minutes.

for your comments.

19

Okay, ladies and gentlemen, we have time for two

20

more speakers this evening that I have on the list.

21

Y-O-S-I-E-L, I'm going to ask you to unmute.

22

MR. YOSIEL:

23

MS. PIGGOTT:

24
25

Thank you

Yosiel,

Hello, can you hear me?
Yes, go ahead.

You have three

minutes.
MR. YOSIEL:

Yes, I just want to thank everyone
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1

for their time listening to all of this.

2

there's a lot of people that are against going to space,

3

colonizing the Moon and Mars and actually leaving Earth.

4

believe it's not just because of where it's being built or how

5

it's being built, but the fact that a lot of these people are

6

closed-minded.

7

have the -- the capacity, mentally, to foresee us leaving this

8

planet.

9

I -- I can tell

And I

From what I can tell, they -- they just don't

I believe a lot of these people are scared, I

10

believe that we shouldn't be, and that boldly, we should go out

11

into space.

12

fact that we have so much area around us.

13

huge that the people that don't want to live there, I would

14

suggest moving because we're going to space, whether you like

15

it or not.

16

truth, we're going out there, we're going to live among the

17

stars.

18

a better future for -- for humanity, a better -- just a -- what

19

I would like to say is just a better overall community because

20

if we can get behind something so big like this and actually

21

put it together, there's nothing that can stop America, there's

22

nothing that can stop us.

23

Texas is the perfect location for this due to the
This country is so

I -- I hate to say it like this, but it's the

And I -- I truly feel bad for those that can't foresee

We're one nation under God, indivisible, with

24

liberty and justice for all, and I believe we're going to get

25

justice on all those martians up there that owe us that land.
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1

Thank you.

2

MS. PIGGOTT:

3

Okay, our next and final speaker this evening is

Thank you for that comment.

4

David.

5

your full name for the record.

6
7

David, I'm going to ask you to unmute.

MR. JOHNSON:

Please state

Good evening, David Johnson, and

thank you for letting me speak.

8

My comment is SpaceX is a national asset, which

9

currently provides the only American capability to reach Earth

10

orbit and the International Space Station.

Starbase and

11

Starship represent moving forward with space technology;

12

reducing environmental impacts through asset reuse, as opposed

13

to dropping them in the ocean, which used to happen; also,

14

substantial job creation; substantial technology creation;

15

widespread economic benefit, both locally and nationally; and

16

finally, the opportunity to reach new levels of space travel,

17

space tourism, space industry, making, hopefully in the future,

18

less pollution on Earth by moving it off Earth and ultimately

19

sustainable space residency.

20

I fully support SpaceX's mission and efforts and

21

request the FAA to issue SpaceX a vehicle operator license from

22

the Office of Commercial Space Transportation so that they can

23

operate Spaceship (sic) Starship/Super Heavy Launch Vehicle

24

with all due speed.

25

Thank you very much.

MS. PIGGOTT:

Thank you for your comment.
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1

folks, my apologies, I skipped someone.

2

more commenter this evening.

3

you to unmute.

4

MS. TETREAU:

We will hear from one

Jessica Tetreau, I'm going to ask

Hi, good evening, it's Jessica

5

Tetreau, City Commissioner from Brownsville, TX.

6

everyone doing tonight?

7

How is

I thank you so much for allowing me to speak

8

tonight.

I have worked on this project for the last ten years.

9

You know, I get so emotional hearing some of these comments.

10

I've served the City of Brownsville for the last ten years.

11

Back in 2013, the Brownsville area was named the poorest

12

community in the entire nation of the United States.

13

not something that I say lightly.

14

chose our community to be the next home of his SpaceX

15

operation, and very, very quickly after setting up shop, this

16

area went from being one of the poorest areas, most looked down

17

on in the entire nation, to be being -- give me a second, this

18

makes me very emotional.

19

That's

And that year, Elon Musk

We're no longer in that position.

We are now

20

one of the most sought-after zip codes to live and raise your

21

children in, and it -- I don't just ask you, I beg you to give

22

them that permit.

23

Brownsville area who have benefited from this project coming to

24

our area.

SpaceX has been so immensely generous to our

25

students.

Just this weekend, they all came out in buses with

There are so many people here in the
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1

posters to thank Mr. Musk for his generosity to the community.

2

So, yes, there are people who don't understand

3

and appreciate this project, but I beg you, on behalf of those

4

students, on behalf of everybody here in our community who

5

relies on them for work, you know, they employ over 2,000 local

6

people.

7

them that permit, we need it.

On behalf of them, I ask you, I beg you, please give
Thank you.

8

MS. PIGGOTT:

Thank you for your comments.

9

Ladies and gentlemen, we apologize that time has

10

run out before some of you had an opportunity to provide your

11

oral comments.

12

submitted orally, electronically or in writing will receive

13

equal consideration.

14

for the second public hearing this coming Wednesday, and you

15

can provide an oral comment during that meeting.

16

Please remember that all comments, whether

You also have an opportunity to register

Please submit your comments electronically via

17

the project e-mail at SpaceXBocaChica@icf.com, or you can mail

18

your comments to Ms. Stacey Zee, SpaceX PEA, c/o ICF, 9300 Lee

19

Highway, Fairfax, VA

20

phone number, e-mail address, or other personal identifying

21

information in your comment, be advised that your entire

22

comment, including your personal identifying information, may

23

be publicly available at any time.

24

sufficient time to consider public input, comments must be

25

submitted by November 1st, 2020 (sic).

22031.

Before including your address,

To ensure the FAA has
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1
2
3

Ladies and gentlemen, thank you so much for your
attendance.

This hearing is adjourned.
(Hearing adjourned at 8:38 p.m.)
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1
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