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Appendix B Regulatory Consultations 

This appendix provides regulatory consultation documentation for Endangered Species Act Section 7 

consultation with the United States (U.S.) Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and National Marine Fisheries 

Service (NMFS), Magnuson-Stevenson Fishery Conservation and Management Act consultation with the 

NMFS, National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) Section 106 consultation with the Florida State Historic 

Preservation Officer (SHPO), U.S. Department of Transportation Act Section 4(f) consultation with officials 

with jurisdiction over affected properties, Coastal Zone Management Act consultation with the Florida 

Department of Environmental Protection, and Marine Mammal Protection Act Incidental Harassment 

Authorization with NMFS. 

B.6 Endangered Species Act Section 7 Consultation (NMFS) 

A Biological Assessment (BA) was submitted to NMFS on May 24, 2024. 

On January 17, 2025, NMFS provided a Conference and Biological Opinion (CBO) on the effects of 

Starship-Super Heavy operations on endangered and threatened species under NMFS’ jurisdiction, as well 

as critical habitat for those species, in the North Atlantic Ocean, Gulf of America, North Pacific Ocean, 

South Pacific Ocean, and Indian Ocean. The Federal Aviation Administration provided addendums to 

NMFS describing proposed modifications to Starship-Super Heavy operations at Launch Complex (LC)-39A, 

among other locations, on March 10, 2025, March 28, 2025, and April 1, 2025. The addendum submitted 

on April 1, 2025, supersedes the previous addendums and is included in the EIS appendix. On 

April 18, 2025, based on the addendum requests, NMFS provided a revised CBO on the effects of 

Starship-Super Heavy operations in the North Atlantic Ocean, Gulf of Mexico (non-U.S. waters), Gulf of 

America, North Pacific Ocean, South Pacific Ocean, and Indian Ocean. On September 16, 2025, based on 

the addition of Cape Canaveral Space Force Station as a launch site and new information on vehicle 

specifications and debris fields, NMFS provided a reinitiation of the CBO on the effects of Starship-Super 

Heavy operations in the North Atlantic Ocean, Gulf of Mexico (non-U.S. waters), Gulf of America, North 

Pacific Ocean, South Pacific Ocean, and Indian Ocean. This reinitiated CBO replaced the previous CBOs 

submitted on January 17, 2025, and April 18, 2025; thus, only the revised CBO is included in the EIS 

appendix. 
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B.6.3 Reinitiation of the Conference and Biological Opinion 
(September 2025) 
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