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Appendix A Public and Agency Involvement 

A.1 Public Scoping 

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) process is intended to enable Federal agencies to make 

decisions based on an understanding of the environmental consequences of a proposed action and 

alternatives. Public involvement is an essential part of this process and facilitates the development of a 

NEPA document—an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) in this case—and informs the scope of issues 

to be addressed in the final analysis. In compliance with NEPA and 40 Code of Federal Regulations §1502.4, 

the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) notified relevant agencies, stakeholders, and federally 

recognized tribes about the Proposed Action. The notification process provided relevant agencies and 

groups the opportunity to comment on the Proposed Action and informed them of potential effects that 

could occur. The public scoping process included the following aspects. 

Stakeholder Identification 

The stakeholders and target audiences for engagement and outreach efforts for the EIS scoping process 

(and to continue throughout the NEPA process) include, but are not limited to, the following: 

• Cooperating and participating agencies, as applicable 

• Local, state, Federal, and international government agencies, as applicable 

• Local, state, and Federal elected officials 

• Federally Recognized Native American Tribes 

• Community organizations  

• Residents and business owners 

• Tenants at Kennedy Space Center  

• Local environmental organizations and other non-governmental organizations interested in resources 

to be analyzed in the EIS 

• Maritime and aviation interested parties 

• Local media outlets—Although not technically a stakeholder, media is a primary audience who can 

help disseminate information to the greater local public 

Initial stakeholders were identified in Table A.1-1 and added to the initial mailing list. The mailing list is 

updated throughout the EIS process to add meeting attendees, commentors, and other interested parties; 

FAA’s website allows individuals to add their contact information to receive information about the project. 
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Table A.1-1. List of Preliminary Stakeholders 

Types of Stakeholders Examples 

Federal Agencies ⚫ FAA 

⚫ NASA 

⚫ U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

⚫ U.S. Coast Guard 

⚫ U.S. Navy 

⚫ U.S. Department of the Air Force 

⚫ U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

⚫ U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

⚫ U.S. Space Force 

⚫ NPS 

State Agencies ⚫ Clearinghouse – consists of multiple State 
agencies 

⚫ FDEP 

⚫ SHPO 

⚫ DOT 

Local Agencies/Authorities 
Mayor, City Manager, Planning, Water Management 
District, Port Authority  

⚫ Titusville 

⚫ Melbourne 

⚫ Palm Bay 

⚫ Satellite Beach 

⚫ West Melbourne 

⚫ Cocoa Beach 

⚫ Cape Canaveral 

⚫ Brevard County 

⚫ Port Canaveral 

⚫ St. Johns River Water Management District 

⚫ Space Florida 

Tribes ⚫ Seminole Tribe of Florida 

⚫ Seminole Tribe of Oklahoma 

⚫ Miccosukee Tribe of Indians of Florida 

⚫ Muscogee (Creek) Nation, Oklahoma 

Political Representatives ⚫ Federal 

o U.S. Senators 

o U.S. House of Representatives 

⚫ State  

o Governor 

o Florida Senate  

o Florida House  

o Local 

Libraries ⚫ Cape Canaveral Public Library 

⚫ Titusville Public Library 

Organizations ⚫ Port Canaveral 

⚫ Interested Companies 



Starship-Super Heavy LC-39A Draft EIS  Appendix A 

Draft  A-3  August 2025 

Table A.1-1. List of Preliminary Stakeholders 

Types of Stakeholders Examples 

Organizations – NGOs ⚫ Sierra Club 

⚫ Space Coast Audubon Society 

⚫ Surfrider Foundation 

⚫ Center for Biological Diversity 

⚫ Marine Resources Council 

Organizations – Aviation ⚫ Air Line Pilots Association 

⚫ Airlines for America 

⚫ National Air Traffic Controllers Association 

⚫ National Business Aviation Association  

⚫ Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association 

⚫ Aviation Companies 

Organizations – Marine ⚫ Port Canaveral Fisherman’s Alliance 

⚫ Southeast Fisheries Association 

⚫ Marinas 

⚫ Sea Food Companies 

⚫ Cruise Lines 

⚫ Yacht Clubs 

⚫ Canaveral Pilots 

⚫ Brevard Indian River Lagoon 

⚫ Other Marine Companies 

Individuals ⚫ CCSFS EIS and Mars 2020 EIS Email List of 
Individuals (to be updated after scoping) 

Media ⚫ Newspapers 

⚫ TV 

⚫ Radio 

⚫ Online 

Project Team ⚫ FAA  

⚫ SpaceX 

⚫ Leidos 

Notes: CCSFS= Cape Canaveral Space Force Station; DOT = Department of Transportation; EIS = Environmental Impact 
Statement; FAA= Federal Aviation Administration; FDEP = Florida Department of Environmental Protection; NASA = 
National Aeronautics and Space Administration; NGO = non-governmental organization; NPS = National Park Service; 
SHPO = State Historic Preservation Officer; SpaceX = Space Exploration Technologies Corp.; U.S. = United States. 

Notifications 

Public notices were published to advise the public of the FAA’s intent to prepare an EIS, as well as to 

advertise public scoping meetings. Notifications for the Notice of Intent (NOI) and public scoping meetings 

are listed below. 

NOI. The NOI informs the public of the FAA’s intent to prepare an EIS and provides the dates of the public 

comment period along with meeting dates, locations, and times. The NOI was published in the Federal 

Register by the FAA on Friday, May 10, 2024 (Appendix A.1.2, Public Notices). The public comment period 

for scoping was 45 days, from May 10, 2024, to June 24, 2024. 
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Email Notifications. Prior to scoping, a mailing list of elected officials, government and regulatory 

agencies, community, environmental, and other interested organizations and interested individuals was 

developed and then be updated after scoping. Elected officials, key agencies, organizations, and other 

stakeholders were notified by email on May 10, 2024. The email included information on the Proposed 

Action, purpose and need, public comment period and how to comment, dates and locations of the 

in-person public meetings, and the date of the virtual public meeting. An email notification to mariners 

was sent by the Maritime Reporter on May 13, 2024, with a subscriber list of nearly 98,000. 

Newspaper Notices. Newspaper notices also announced the NOI; virtual meeting details; and meeting 

locations, dates, and times. Ads were placed in the newspapers as shown in Table A.1-2. Tear sheets and 

affidavits are provided in Appendix A.1.2, Public Notices. 

Table A.1-2. Newspapers for Notice of Intent Announcement 

Newspaper Coverage/Frequency Publication Dates 

Orlando Sentinel Orlando/Daily May 10, 12, and 13, 2024 

June 9, 2024 

Florida Today Brevard County (Melbourne)/Daily May 10, 2024 

June 9, 11, and 12, 2024 

Al Dia Today Central Florida/Monthly (first week 
of the month) 
English and Spanish 

June 2024 (electronic version) 

Social Media. Social media was used to help disseminate information on the public comment period and 

public meetings. Social media accounts, as shown below, include the FAA: 

• https://twitter.com/FAANews/status/1790411898208305589 

• https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=856876593135266&set=a.226333042856294 

• https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7196177573561651200 

Website. Notices were posted on the FAA website in English and Spanish. This information included the 

following: 

• NOI 

• Fact sheets and posters 

• Contact person for any special accommodations needed at the public meetings 

• In-person meeting locations and times 

• Links to the virtual meeting and phone number for call-in 

• The virtual scoping meeting presentation in English and Spanish 

Scoping Meetings 

The FAA held three in-person public scoping meetings on June 12 and June 13, 2024, and one virtual public 

scoping meeting on June 17, 2024. The locations are listed in Table A.1-3. The meeting sites include Cape 

Canaveral and Merritt Island. 

https://twitter.com/FAANews/status/1790411898208305589
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=856876593135266&set=a.226333042856294
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7196177573561651200
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Table A.1-3. Scoping Meeting Dates and Locations 

Location Date/Time Address 

Radisson Cape Canaveral 
Jamaica Room 

June 12  
2 p.m. to 4 p.m. ET 
6 p.m. to 8 p.m. ET 

8701 Astronaut Boulevard 
Cape Canaveral, Florida 32920 

Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex June 13 
6 p.m. to 8 p.m. ET 

Space Commerce Way 
Merritt Island, Florida 32953 

Virtual Meeting: June 17  
6 p.m. to 8 p.m. ET 

Public: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89402979916 

Note: ET = Eastern Time. 
 

For the three in-person meetings, the scheduled meeting times were 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. and 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

on June 12, and 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. on June 13, to accommodate attendees’ varying work schedules and the 

option of not having to drive when it is dark. The in-person public meetings were held in an open-house 

format. Participants were encouraged to review the displays, ask questions of project staff, and 

provide comments at their own pace. The public was informed that the FAA is in the early stages of 

the EIS process and appreciates the time and interest of attendees.  

Scoping Meeting Attendance 

Table A.1-4 shows the attendance at each meeting (both in person and virtual), while Figure A.1-1 shows 

the top eight city locations of attendees at the in-person meetings. 

Table A.1-4. Meeting Attendance 

Meeting Attendance Number 

June 12, 2024 

Radisson 

2 p.m. to 4 p.m. 

89 

June 12, 2024 

Radisson 

6 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

48 

June 13, 2024 

Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex 

6 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

64 

June 17, 2024 

Virtual  

285 

TOTAL 486 
Note: Some team members signed in as attendees.  

 

 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89402979916


Starship-Super Heavy LC-39A Draft EIS  Appendix A 

Draft  A-6  August 2025 

 

Figure A.1-1. Top Eight Locations of In-Person Attendees 

A.1.1 Scoping Comments 

The public scoping period was from May 10 to June 24, 2024. The numbers of submittals per source are 

shown in Table A.1-5. Submittals were provided as follows: 

• Verbally at the in-person meetings or virtual 

public scoping meeting via the court reporter 

• Using a comment form handed out at the 

in-person meetings 

• The electronic docket 

• United States Postal Service 

• Using the chat feature  

All docket submittals, in their entirety, can be viewed on the project docket at 

https://www.regulations.gov/docket/FAA-2024-1395/comments.  

A submittal may consist of multiple comments covering different topics. Table A.1-6 provides a summary 

of comments categorized by topic area.  
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Table A.1-5. Source of Public Submittals 

Source of Comments Number 

Verbally at in person and virtual 17 

In-Person Comment Form 28 

Electronic Docket 65 

Postal Service Letters 1 

Chat 44 

TOTAL 155 

https://www.regulations.gov/docket/FAA-2024-1395/comments
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Table A.1-6. Comments by Resource Area 

Topic Area Count Summary 

Mitigations 57 ⚫ The need to identify mitigations for identified adverse effects. 

Biological Resources 50 ⚫ Potential effects to the ability of the USFWS, NPS, NASA, and 
DAF to conduct habitat/species management activities. 

⚫ Potential for general effects to wildlife and habitats. 

⚫ Potential effects to EFH. 

⚫ Potential effects to protected species and associated habitats. 

Noise 46 ⚫ Identification of noise metrics to be evaluated in the EIS.  

⚫ Potential for vibration effects to structures. 

⚫ General noise effects to the human and natural environment.  

Socioeconomics 39 ⚫ Impacts to visitor access and economic output. 

⚫ Administrative burden of accommodating additional launch 
viewing opportunities. 

⚫ Economic impact of closures on businesses that are dependent 
upon customers using these Federal properties.  

⚫ Impacts to other launch providers.  

⚫ Impacts to commercial fisheries. 

⚫ Financial liability for damages. 

⚫ Impacts to insurance rates/home values. 

NEPA 36 ⚫ Concern regarding connected actions (CCSFS and LC-39A) 

⚫ Concern that the study area is sufficiently large enough. 

⚫ Concern that anomalies are analyzed in the EIS.  
Proposed Action 30 Request for additional details on the Proposed Action: 

⚫ Deluge water.  

⚫ Clear Zones/Closure Areas/Flight Hazard Areas.  

⚫ Blast Danger Zone.  

⚫ Public notification processes  

⚫ Stormwater management.  

⚫ Wastewater management. 

⚫ New roads/infrastructure. 

Land Use 24 ⚫ Potential for restrictions and closures to affect USFWS and NPS 
management activities, visitor opportunities, and visitor 
experiences at Merritt Island NWR and Canaveral National 
Seashore. 

⚫ Potential effects to other launch service providers.  

Cumulative Effects 22 ⚫ The scope of cumulative effect analysis to include the effects of 
the total number of approved and planned testing, launching, 
and landing activities at CCSFS and KSC. 

⚫ Identification of projects to consider as part of cumulative 
effects analysis.  

⚫ Potential cumulative effects for all resource areas addressed in 
the EIS. 

⚫ Potential cumulative effects to other launch providers. 

Transportation 19 ⚫ Potential effects to local roadways.  

⚫ Potential effects to maritime transportation.  
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Table A.1-6. Comments by Resource Area 

Topic Area Count Summary 

⚫ Potential effects to airspace. 

Water Resources 19 Potential for contamination of local waterways. 

Utilities 9 Concern regarding the ability of local utility providers to accommodate 
water needs and wastewater. 

Alternatives 8 ⚫ Number of alternatives. 

⚫ Suggestions for additional alternatives.  

Air Quality 6 Potential for adverse effects caused by the release of exhaust gases 
and material through exhaust plumes during rocket firings and after 
landings. 

Solid Waste 6 Potential effects from debris. 

Climate 5 ⚫ Potential effects from greenhouse gas emissions. 

⚫ Potential effects on the stratospheric ozone layer. 

Cultural Resources 5 Potential effects to the structural integrity of historic properties. 

Health and Safety 5 ⚫ Potential health and safety effects to workers and the public 
from proposed operations at LC-39A 

⚫ Potential effects to emergency response, hospitals, and other 
key public support infrastructure and services. 

Environmental Justice 4 Potential impacts to environmental justice communities. 

Section 4(f) 3 Potential constructive use of 4(f) properties. 

Hazardous 
Materials/Waste 

2 Potential effects associated with storage and use of hazardous 
materials and handling of hazardous waste. 

Infrastructure 2 The maintenance and long-term sustainability of common-use 
infrastructure used for or impacted by the Proposed Action or later 
operations.  

Visual 2 Potential for light pollution.  

Farmlands 1 Potential for effect to the agricultural industry. 

Public Relations 1 Suggestion for better notification during Draft EIS release. 
Notes: CCSFS = Cape Canaveral Space Force Station; DAF = Department of the Air Force; EFH = essential fish habitat; EIS = 

Environmental Impact Statement; KSC = Kennedy Space Center; LC-39A = Launch Complex 39A; NASA = National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration; NEPA = National Environmental Policy Act; NPS = National Park Service; NWR = 
National Wildlife Refuge; USFWS = United States Fish and Wildlife Service. 
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A.1.2 Public Notices 

A.1.2.1 Notice of Intent 
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A.1.2.2 Newspaper Advertisements 
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A.2 Draft EIS Review 

This section will be provided in the Final EIS after public/agency review the Draft EIS. 

A.2.1 Draft EIS Public and Agency Comments and Responses 
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A.3 Agency & Tribal Correspondence 

A.3.1 United States Fish and Wildlife Service 
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A.3.2 National Park Service 
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A.3.3 United States Coast Guard 
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A.3.4 National Aeronautics and Space Administration 
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A.3.5 Department of the Air Force  
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A.3.6 Government-to-Government Tribal Correspondence 

The FAA initiated government-to-government coordination with the following federally recognized Native 

American tribal governments: 

• Seminole Tribe of Florida 

• Miccosukee 

• Muscogee (Creek) Nation 

• Seminole Nation of Oklahoma 

Letters were sent to initiate this coordination on January 24, 2025. An example letter is provided on the 

following pages. To date, no responses have been received. 
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